
5 January 2023 
Saint John Newmann, Bishop 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Merry Christmas!  And Happy New Year! 
 
We continue our celebration of the Christmas Season this weekend with the Epiphany of the 
Lord:  “the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, para. 528).  The word epiphany is from the Greek, 
meaning “to reveal.” 
 
On the Epiphany, we are reminded of the Wise Men from the East (the Magi) who came to 
visit the Baby Jesus, and He was thus revealed to the nations.  One of the traditions 
associated with the three Magi is to bless our homes for the New Year.  This weekend, we 
will, once again, bless our home here at church.  I encourage you to take a small bag of 
supplies home with you (including chalk and incense) to bless your own home.  These bags 
will be available on a table in the Narthex after Masses this weekend (thank you to the 
parishioners who helped put them together!).  The prayer for blessing your home is shown 
below.  In addition to the home blessing kits, we have holy water and blessed salt available 
in the Narthex. 
 
Christmas Season concludes with the Baptism of the Lord on Monday, January 9th.  Ordinary 
Time for 2023 begins on Tuesday, and continues until we begin Lent on Ash Wednesday, 
February 22nd.  Thank you to everyone who helped make the Advent and Christmas Seasons 
a holy time here at Mary, Queen of Peace!  Since the end of November, we’ve enjoyed many 
special liturgies, cultural celebrations, prayer services, blessings, and social gatherings.  
Thank you all for the beautiful prayers, music, devotions, lights, and decorations!  As well as 
for all the planning, organizing, setting up, taking down, cleaning, creating flyers and 
bulletins, and serving in liturgy and ministries!  A lot goes into making these seasons sacred 
and special, and I’m grateful for all that you do to make them that way! 
 
Blessings and prayers to you and your family and friends during these final days of the 
Christmas Season and throughout the New Year! 
 
Yours in Christ through Mary, Queen of Peace, 
 
Fr. Chad Green 
 
+++ 
 
EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSING 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. O Lord, Almighty God, bless this house that it may become a shelter of health, 
chastity, self-conquest, humility, goodness, mildness, obedience to the commandments, 
and thanksgiving to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Upon this house and those who dwell 
herein may Your blessing remain forever, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
With chalk, inscribe on the lintel above front door… 
 
2 0 + C + M + B + 2 3 
 



…while saying the following prayers: 
 
The three wise men, Caspar,   C 
Melchior,   M 
and Balthasar   B 
followed the star of God’s Son who became man two thousand   2 0 
twenty-three years ago.   2 3 
May Christ bless our dwelling,   + 
and remain with us throughout the new year,   + 
and grant that our comings and goings   + 
will be in search of truth.   + 
 
Almighty God, incline Your ear. May You bless us and all who are gathered here.  Send Your 
holy angel who will defend us and fill with grace all who live here. 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

 


