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Blind Guides 

 This liturgical year, as we go through the Gospel of Luke, we’ll see that the theme of 

sight is frequently used to represent spiritual understanding, which forms the basis for being a 

true disciple of Jesus Christ.1  That is, the evangelist demonstrates how sight is an essential 

aspect of faith. 

 We’ve already heard examples of this.  Around Christmastime, after the angel announced 

the Good News to them, the shepherds went to Bethlehem to see for themselves.  When they saw 

“the infant lying in the manger…[they glorified and praised] God for all they had heard and 

seen.”2  Not long after, when Jesus was brought to be presented in the Temple, the faith-filled 

man named Simeon, who had been waiting for years for this moment, took Jesus into his arms 

and exclaimed to God:  “…my eyes have seen your salvation.”3 

 As Jesus began His ministry in Galilee, standing up in the synagogue in His hometown, 

He cited the Prophet Isaiah in revealing His mission from the Father, which was to bring 

“recovery of sight to the blind.”4  And, after one of His early miracles, healing a paralytic, 

“astonishment seized [everyone] and they glorified God…[saying], ‘We have seen incredible 

things today.’”5 

 There’s an aspect of all these Scripture references that point to that expression:  “Seeing 

is believing.”  Yet, we also say that “Faith is blind.”  So, which is it?  We could say that it’s 

some of both.  Faith is blind, in that it’s not entirely based on what we see with our physical 

eyes.  At the same time, faith is the ability to see—to see beyond what our senses perceive.  An 
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ability that is a free gift from God, and that is strengthened or weakened by how we take care of 

that gift. 

 Can a Baby born in a stable and then brought to the Temple by two parents who can only 

offer the minimal sacrifice be the Son of the Most High God?  Can the son of Joseph who grew 

up in a back country town like Nazareth be the long-awaited Messiah?  Can a paralytic suddenly 

being able to rise and walk freely be related to what it’s like for a paralyzed soul to be forgiven 

and set free from sin?  Can the One we saw hanging and pierced on the Cross—the One who was 

buried in the Tomb—the One who we had hoped would redeem us—can He be Risen from the 

Dead?6 

 These are all examples of events that real people saw with their own eyes.  They weren’t 

blind to these things.  But, it was faith that allowed them to see beyond.  To see the deeper 

meaning in what God was revealing to them.  And, each time we meditate upon these Sacred 

Scriptures, we allow these witnesses to lend us their eyes of faith.  To help us grow stronger in 

our own sight—our own ability to see the deeper meaning of what we experience in our own 

lives today. 

+++ 

 In today’s Gospel, Jesus asked a sight-related question:  “Can a blind person guide a 

blind person?”7  It’s a rhetorical question.  Meant to make a statement without requiring an 

explicit answer.  No, of course it’s not recommended for a blind person to guide a blind person, 

because that would be dangerous—they could both get hurt. 

 Yet, don’t we see it all the time?  Not with those who are physically blind.  But, rather, 

with those who are spiritually blind, including ourselves and the ways that we are blind.  

Whether knowingly or not, whenever we spend time being influenced by those who are 
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spiritually blind—those who have no or little faith—we are putting ourselves in danger of falling 

into a pit. 

 Again, there are ways in which all of us—all human beings—are spiritually blind and 

needing to grow stronger in our sight.  As Jesus is encouraging us today, we would do well to 

stop following those blind guides and start looking for those guides who have eyes of faith. 

 And so I should be aware, that if a guide that I’m following—whether reading their 

writings, watching their videos, or talking to them in person—is causing me to decrease in faith, 

hope, or love—I should recognize that this is a blind guide leading me into a pit.  If a guide is 

causing me to doubt or reject God—that’s a blind guide leading me into a pit. 

 If a guide is causing me to grow more in anger—that’s a blind guide leading me into a 

pit.  If a guide is causing me to grow more in lust—that’s a blind guide leading me into a pit.  If a 

guide is causing me to grow more in envy, anxiety, fear, gossip, or any other immorality—that’s 

a blind guide leading me into a pit.  I could go through all seven deadly sins or all Ten 

Commandments—but I think you get the point.  We all have the freedom to choose the guides 

we follow and the ones we don’t follow. 

 Can a blind person guide a blind person?  Yes, he can—but he can only lead someone 

into a pit. 

+++ 

 Last week I was on retreat, and I was blessed by God with a guide who helped me see 

more clearly.  Helped me see more clearly some of the ways that I was being led into a pit.  

Helped me experience a new level of freedom from the paralysis that sin causes in my soul.  

Helped me grow more in faith, hope, and love.  You may recall the image of my Desert Rose that 

I preached about a couple weeks ago.  The Lord used that retreat time to show me the areas of 
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my soul that were becoming soft and rotten, and then He brought me tremendous healing and 

new life.  Every tree is known by its fruit—and, thanks be to God, I experienced the good fruit of 

the Lord last week!8 

 Tonight we begin our three-night Lenten Parish Mission.  What is a parish mission?  We 

know what a mission—or missionary—is:  someone sent out to preach the faith.  We typically 

think of a missionary as being sent to those who haven’t heard or don’t yet believe the faith.  So, 

what does it mean for a parish to have a mission?  Well, a parish mission is when someone from 

outside our parish, comes to preach the faith to us! 

 In anyways that we as a parish or individually have developed blind spots in our faith, it’s 

healthy for a preacher from the outside to be sent on mission to us.  To give us a boost in faith.  

Bart Schuchts has come a long way to inspire our faith with his preaching, and Mark McKellar 

has come a long way to inspire our faith through praise, worship, and song. 

 They are missionaries in every sense of the word.  They’ve left behind their homes, their 

families, their own comfortable surroundings.  They’ve come here—a place that is somewhat 

foreign to them—to help us grow in faith.  To humbly offer to us, the gift of faith that God has 

given them through the things He has shown in their lives as disciples. 

 It’s really important that we as a parish honor and welcome not only the personal 

sacrifice that they have made to be with us.  But, also, honor the gift that Jesus is giving us by 

calling them and sending them to us.  It’s really important that we honor this gift by making 

every effort to be here at the Church for all three or as many of the nights as we can. 

 Furthermore, it’s really important for each of us individually as disciples to come to the 

mission talks.  Doing all we can to take a break from all the blind guides that are so prevalent in 
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our world, and intentionally spending time with those guides who help us grow in faith is the 

basis for being a true disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 The Lord loves each one of you so, so much!  He deeply desires for each one of us to be 

set free from those things that blind our faith.  To be set free from the paralysis of sin.  To be 

healed in any ways that our souls are beginning to experience rot or bad fruit.  The Lord deeply 

desires that all of us no longer have “blind faith” but, rather, see His goodness for ourselves! 
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