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Resurrection:  The Crowning Truth of Our Faith 

 We more often hear about the Pharisees in the Gospel of Luke, and only one time do we 

hear about the Sadducees, the group introduced to us in today’s Gospel.  Both the Sadducees and 

the Pharisees were Jewish religious parties who were in opposition to one another over certain 

teachings of the faith.1  The Pharisees were known for devotion to both written and oral 

traditions of the Law.  The Sadducees, on the other hand, followed only the letter of the Law as 

found in the Pentateuch (also known as the Torah)—the first five books of the Old Testament 

(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy). 

 These two groups opposed each other on many religious teachings, but what they had in 

common is that they both opposed Jesus.  We encounter these groups throughout the Gospels—

sometimes together; sometimes separately—questioning, challenging, and trying to trip up Jesus. 

 The encounter we heard in today’s Gospel was over the Sadducees’ opposition to Jesus’ 

teaching on resurrection.  Nowadays, perhaps we take belief in the resurrection for granted as a 

teaching of our faith.  But, that was not the case in Jesus’ time.  Over the centuries, God had been 

progressively revealing His plan for the resurrection of the dead.2    And the fullness of the 

resurrection was soon to be revealed in Jesus Christ. 

+++ 

 The First Reading from 2 Maccabees is an example of God’s progressive revelation of 

the resurrection.  2 Maccabees is one of the later writings in the Old Testament, written in the 

second century before Christ.  Nowhere else in the Old Testament do we find such an explicit 
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profession of belief in resurrection, as we heard from one of the brothers being persecuted by the 

king:  “…the King of the world (that is, God) will raise us up to live again forever.”3  The 

brothers’ acceptance of death from the earthly king was because they understood it as a step to 

resurrection to eternal life with God. 

 The Sadducees, however, would have rejected a writing like 2 Maccabees, because it was 

“too new,” so to speak.  As I said earlier, they held only to the teachings of the faith and the Law 

as found explicit in the Pentateuch.  Therefore, they rejected the idea of resurrection.4  Rather 

than believe in resurrection, the Sadducees believed “that one lived on in one’s descendants and 

in their memory” rather than personally and truly rising to new life after death.5  Their rejection 

of resurrection affected how they viewed life in this world, as well as death, which we will all 

experience eventually.  Similarly, our belief in resurrection has an effect on how we view life in 

this world, as well as death. 

 Since resurrection affects how we approach life and death, it’s important to keep 

resurrection in mind, and to reaffirm our faith and hope in resurrection.  We do this every 

Sunday, specifically in the Creed: 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.6 

Every Sunday we make this Profession of Faith in the resurrection.  We have these words 

memorized.  But do we take it for granted?  Do we recognize the magnitude of this belief and 

what difference it makes to every part of our life? 

+++ 

 It was in February several years ago, over two consecutive Sundays we heard from 

Chapter 15 of Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.  In these readings, Saint Paul offered a 
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thorough teaching about Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead which leads to our resurrection from 

the dead.7  In this letter, he also reveals that—despite knowing of Jesus’ Resurrection—the 

debate about resurrection had not ended:  “…how can some of you say there is no resurrection 

from the dead?”8 

 On those two Sundays, I preached about resurrection.  After one of the Masses the 

second week, a woman asked me why we were talking so much about resurrection at this time of 

year:  “Father,  why were the Second Readings about resurrection?  Wouldn’t it make more 

sense to have those readings around Easter?”  Good question! 

 So, I explained to her about how the Lectionary for Sunday Readings is arranged.  That, 

in Ordinary Time, the Second Readings aren’t so much following any particular theme.  But, 

rather, we primarily go through the important parts of Paul’s Letters, and we go through the 

verses consecutively throughout the year (1 Corinthians, Galatians, Colossians, etc.).  And, we 

just happened to be at that point in Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians during these two weeks, 

and that part of his Letter happened to be about resurrection. 

 She thanked me and accepted my answer, but I could tell she wasn’t completely satisfied.  

My answer to her was correct in one sense, but, on the other hand, I think it was also insufficient, 

and lacked inspiration.  Thinking about it later, I realized that what I should have said to her was 

that resurrection was the theme of these two Masses in February, because resurrection is the 

theme of every Mass—not just Masses around Easter. 

 All throughout the liturgical year, we are always celebrating resurrection.  Certainly, 

around Easter we are particularly hearing about accounts of Jesus’ Resurrection.  But we hear 

Jesus teach about resurrection many times throughout His ministry.  It’s always appropriate to 

have a reading about resurrection. 
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 The reason for this is that resurrection “is the crowning truth of our faith.”9  Without 

resurrection, nothing else really matters.  Whereas the Sadducees thought resurrection was 

absurd, and only the things we experience in this life made sense.  The opposite is actually true.  

The things we experience in this life are absurd and make no sense unless resurrection is true. 

 That is why we gather every Sunday for Mass—and every day during the week, if we are 

able.  Because Jesus told us that “on the last day [He] will raise up those who have believed in 

him, who have eaten his body and drunk his blood.”10  When we celebrate the Eucharist—the 

Sacrament of Resurrection—we make Jesus’ Death, Resurrection, and Ascension fully present to 

us.11  When we receive the Eucharist, we join our bodies to Christ’s Resurrection! 

+++ 

 Ever since late June, as we’ve been hearing about Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem, He has 

been teaching us and preparing us for belief in this crowning truth of our faith.  Recall the 

Gospels from those parables (The Good Samaritan; The Rich Fool; The Dishonest Steward) and 

the story of His experience at the dinner party.  All along His Journey to Jerusalem, Jesus has 

been transforming our limited human perspective on reality, and helping us see more and more 

of His Divine perspective.12 

 When we are attached to any deadly sins (greed, envy, pride, etc.), then our view of 

reality is distorted.  When we don’t have resurrection always in our view, then it makes sense to 

acquire as much as we can.  And it makes sense to use other people and to seek status in this 

world.  With sin, resurrection looks absurd and the things of this world become primary. 

 This past week we’ve celebrated several liturgies here at MQP that have helped us 

remember that things of this world are not primary.  The visit of the relics of Saint Sharbel, the 

Generational Healing Mass, All Saints Day, All Souls Day.  All of these liturgies have reminded 
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us that we are in communion with saints who are alive with Christ.  That we are in communion 

with our beloved dead, who still benefit from our prayers.  And we are reminded that we are 

looking forward to being reunited with our loved ones again.  That we are praying for and 

looking forward to resurrection. 

 This coming Thursday, we’ll have another opportunity to experience resurrection as we 

welcome Alan Ames to MQP.13He is a Catholic speaker, author, and healing prayer minister 

from Australia.  He has traveled the world for the past thirty years sharing his testimony of how 

Jesus brought him out of a life of misery, addiction, and anger, to a live of forgiveness, love, and 

healing.  His story is one of resurrection in this world.  It’s not yet the fullness of resurrection, 

but the healings that Jesus does for us in this world are meant to point to greater healing awaiting 

us after death when He raises us to new life.  And, it’s important for us to hear testimonies like 

Alan’s, because they strengthen our faith and hope in the resurrection for our own life. 

+++ 

 Jesus came to heal us and to set us free from deadly sin.  To give us a perspective of 

resurrection.  To show us that resurrection is not absurd.  Rather, the things of this world are 

meant to help us grow in faith in, and enter into, resurrection.  To even begin to experience 

resurrection—the crowning truth of our faith—in this life.14  Jesus came to reveal to us that the 

things of this world are absurd and make no sense without resurrection! 

1 See note on Matthew 3:7 at usccb.org: 

“Pharisees and Sadducees: the former were marked by devotion to the law, written and oral, and the scribes, 

experts in the law, belonged predominantly to this group. The Sadducees were the priestly aristocratic party, 

centered in Jerusalem. They accepted as scripture only the first five books of the Old Testament, followed only the 

letter of the law, rejected the oral legal traditions, and were opposed to teachings not found in the Pentateuch, such 

as the resurrection of the dead. Matthew links both of these groups together as enemies of Jesus (Mt 16:1, 6, 11, 

12; cf. Mk 8:11–13, 15).” 
2 See Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 992: “God revealed the resurrection of the dead to his people 

progressively.” 
3 2 Maccabees 7:9 
4 Luke 20:27 
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5 R. Alan Culpepper, The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume IX: Luke; John, 388 
6 Conclusion to Nicene Creed 
7 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C (1 Corinthians 15:3-8): 

“For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the scriptures; that he was buried; that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures; that 

he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once, 

most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. After that he appeared to James, then to all the 

apostles. Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he appeared to me.” 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C (1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20): 

“But if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some among you say there is no resurrection of the 

dead? For if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

vain; you are still in your sins. Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If for this life only we 

have hoped in Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all. Christ the Firstfruits. But now Christ has been raised 

from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 
8 1 Corinthians 15:12 
9 CCC 638 
10 CCC 994 (see John 5:24-25; 6:40, 54) 
11 CCC 1000: “This ‘how’ exceeds our imagination and understanding; it is accessible only in faith. Yet our 

participation in the Eucharist already gives us a foretaste of Christ’s transfiguration of our bodies…” 

CCC 1330: This Sacrament is called: “The memorial of the Lord's Passion and Resurrection.” 

CCC 1409: “The Eucharist is the memorial of Christ's Passover, that is, of the work of salvation accomplished by 

the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, a work made present by the liturgical action.” 
12 “Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem”: Luke 9:51-19:44, Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time to Thirty-first Sunday in 

Ordinary Time, Year C 
13 www.alanames.org  
14 CCC 1002: “Christ will raise us up ‘on the last day’; but it is also true that, in a certain way, we have already risen 

with Christ. For, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, Christian life is already now on earth a participation in the death and 

Resurrection of Christ…” 

CCC 1003: “United with Christ by Baptism, believers already truly participate in the heavenly life of the risen 

Christ…” 

http://www.alanames.org/

