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Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Our King 

 Today we celebrate the last Sunday of the liturgical year.  Next Sunday is the beginning 

of the new liturgical year, the First Sunday of Advent.  For four weeks, we’ll begin the new year 

by preparing to welcome the Newborn King at Christmas.  So, it’s fitting that we conclude the 

liturgical year by celebrating today’s Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. 

 In the First Reading, we hear David anointed as king over Israel.1  David reigned during 

the 10th century before Christ, as one of the first kings of God’s Chosen People.  He was second 

in line, following Saul, and preceding his son, Solomon.  But, how did Israel come to have a king 

in the first place? 

 If we go back about three centuries prior, we recall that Moses led God’s Chosen People 

out of slavery in Egypt.2  They were set free and were on their way to the Promised Land, yet 

they often complained and turned away from God along the way, even desiring to go back into 

slavery in Egypt.3 

 When Moses died, Joshua took over and led God’s Chosen People to victory over their 

enemies as they entered into the Promised Land.4  Before he died, Joshua warned them not to 

turn to the false gods of the surrounding nations, and the people affirmed their covenant with the 

Lord.5 

 For the next two centuries, Israel entered into a cycle of rebellion against God.  The cycle 

went something like this:6 

 Israel Rebels:  The people would forget God and what He had done to set their 

ancestors free.  They would rebel against the Lord and turn to false gods. 
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 God Disciplines Them:  God respected their free will and allowed them to bear 

the fruit of their choice to turn to the surrounding false gods.  This caused them to 

be oppressed by the surrounding nations.  This was a form of discipline, in which 

God was teaching them what it’s like when they rebel against Him. 

 Israel Repents:  When Israel came to their senses, and recognized how they had 

fallen away from God, they repented and turned back to Him. 

 God Sends a Judge to Deliver Them:  God would have mercy on them, and 

raise up someone to lead them, someone we call a Judge (though not like a 

courtroom judge).  The word in Hebrew means more broadly a commander or 

leader.  Someone God raised up for a specific time and purpose to lead them to 

deliverance from oppression, and back into covenant with God. 

This period of the Judges is recorded in the Book of Judges, and this cycle of rebellion lasted for 

about two centuries before Saul was anointed king over Israel. 

+++ 

 Back to our question:  How did Israel come to have a king?  The last Judge was Samuel, 

who lived at the end of the 11th century before Christ.7  Samuel had led them to victory over the 

Philistines.8  After their victory, the elders of Israel gathered and said to Samuel that they wanted 

a king to rule over them.  Their reason why?  So that they could be “like all the nations.”9 

 Samuel was displeased with this request.10  God’s Chosen People were supposed to be a 

witness to the world of God’s saving power.  They were supposed to be an example for the world 

to see.  To see that God is the only King we need.  Yet, instead of looking to God and being an 

influence for the world, Israel was looking to the world and being influenced by its false kings. 

 Samuel took the people’s request to prayer.11  And the LORD spoke to Samuel, saying: 

“Listen to whatever the people say.  You are not the one they are rejecting.  They 

are rejecting me as their king. 

They are acting toward you just as they have acted from the day I brought them 

up from Egypt to this very day, deserting me to serve other gods. 

Now listen to them; but at the same time, give them a solemn warning and inform 

them of the rights of the king who will rule them.”12 

And so, Samuel delivered the message of LORD, telling them: 
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“The governance of the king who will rule you will be as follows: He will take 

your sons and assign them to his chariots and horses, and they will run before his 

chariot. 

He will appoint from among them his commanders of thousands and of hundreds. 

He will make them do his plowing and harvesting and produce his weapons of 

war and chariotry. 

He will use your daughters as perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 

He will take your best fields, vineyards, and olive groves, and give them to his 

servants. 

He will tithe your crops and grape harvests to give to his officials and his 

servants. 

He will take your male and female slaves, as well as your best oxen and donkeys, 

and use them to do his work. 

He will also tithe your flocks. As for you, you will become his slaves. 

On that day you will cry out because of the king whom you have chosen, but the 

LORD will not answer you on that day.” 

The people, however, refused to listen to Samuel’s warning and said, “No! There 

must be a king over us. 

We too must be like all the nations, with a king to rule us, lead us in warfare, and 

fight our battles.”13 

 As the LORD told Samuel, in their desire for a king to rule over them, the Israelites 

weren’t just rebelling against God once again, as they had in the past.  This time, they were 

making a formal rejection of God as their King.  Ever since The Fall, human conscience has been 

distorted.  Our vision of reality is clouded.  In their rejection of God as their King, the Israelites 

were acting out of their distorted vision.  They just couldn’t see how it would be possible to live 

in this world different than what they saw in the other nations.  They couldn’t envision how it 

would be possible to live in this world with God as their King. 

 The Chosen People had been saved by God in order to show the world.  To show the 

world that there is a different way than the way that leads to sin and death.  To show the world 

the freedom that God offers with His love and mercy.  Freedom that leads to everlasting life.  

Yes, they wanted God to be their Savior—especially in times when they were feeling the 

oppressive effects of sin.  At those times, when they came to their senses, they could say “yes” to 

their covenant with God.  “Yes” to the benefits He offered as their savior.  But, they wanted it 
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both ways.  They didn’t want to completely let go of all the false kings of this world.  They 

didn’t want to turn every part of their life over to God in full faith and hope.  They wanted to 

have it both ways.  They wanted God to be their Savior, but they didn’t want God to be their 

King. 

+++ 

 Father Larry Richards is a well-known priest from Pennsylvania who has hosted 

television and radio shows on EWTN, written several popular books on the faith; and travels the 

country giving retreats and missions.14  In his Christ the King homily from a few years ago, he 

said:  “everyone wants Jesus to be their Savior but [fewer people want] Jesus to be their [King].  

He cannot be [our] Savior unless He is [our King].”15 

 Fr. Larry’s point was that—like the Israelites many centuries ago did with the LORD—we 

often get our relationship with Jesus out of balance.  Our tendency is to expect (or even demand) 

Jesus to be our Savior—while forgetting Him as our King.  This is what happened at the 

Crucifixion in today’s Gospel.  We see that particularly in the juxtaposition of the two criminals 

crucified on either side of Jesus. 

 One demanded Jesus to be His Savior—but had no interest in turning His life over to Him 

as King.  There was no contrition.  No repentance.  No turning his past, present, and future over 

to Jesus as his King.16 

 The other began with reverence for God.  He showed contrition and repentance.  He 

admitted his past, and then turned his present and future over to Jesus.  By turning everything 

about his life over to Jesus, He first acknowledged Him as King, and then asked Him to be His 

Savior.17 

+++ 
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 Today’s celebration of Christ the King was instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius XI to remind 

us that—as our King—there is no part of our life that should be without Jesus Christ; no part of 

our being that should exclude Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is not just King of the Universe—as if 

we can point a telescope up in the sky and find Him somewhere out in the cosmos.  Jesus is King 

of everything out there in the cosmos—but more critically, He longs to be King of each and 

every one of us.  Our whole being:  our mind, will, heart, and body.18 

 God’s Chosen People were set free from slavery to sin and death so that they could 

witness to the world the life offered by God as Savior and King.  But their vision was clouded, 

and they couldn’t see how that would be possible in this world. 

 We are now God’s Chosen People.  We are sinners who have been redeemed by the 

Blood of Jesus Christ.  We’ve been set free.  We’ve been saved.  Not so that we can look to the 

world for our example.  But, rather, so that we can be an example to the world.  To show the 

world that Jesus is the only real King.  And that He came into our world to be the Savior and the 

King of every person who ever lived, is living, and ever will live. 

 Can we envision that?  Can you envision what it would look like for Jesus to be your 

King?  What would be different in your life if Jesus was King of everything for you?  What part 

of your life have you not turned over to Jesus as your King? 

+++ 

 Just as Samuel warned that an earthly king would be very demanding—Jesus is also very 

demanding.  He also demands everything from us.  However, the difference is this.  The false 

kings of this world demand everything from us and then take away our freedom.  With Jesus, He 

demands everything from us, and then gives us our freedom.  A freedom the world cannot give. 



Green 6  20 November 2022 

 The more that we submit ourselves to Jesus as our Savior and our King, the more we 

begin to experience that freedom.  We’ll experience the fullness of that freedom in His Heavenly 

Kingdom.  But we can also start to experience that freedom in this life.  That is, freedom from 

slavery to sin.  Freedom from addictions.  Freedom from anger and resentment.  Freedom from 

hatred and shame.  Freedom from lust and gluttony.  Freedom from greed and competition.  

Freedom from the fear that we aren’t good enough, are unlovable, or cannot be saved. 

 Jesus’ is a much different kind of kingship.  It’s not one that offers us the comforts and 

riches of this world.  Rather, it’s one that offers us riches that really don’t have a price tag.  

Peace.  Joy.  Forgiveness.  Friendship.  Mercy.  Love. 

 It’s not a kingship that promises us we won’t experience suffering, or pain, or hardships.  

It’s a freedom that shows us there is a way through the difficulties we face in this fallen world.  

It’s a kingship that promises us the riches that matter to God.  First and foremost, the riches that 

endure long after the things of this world are gone.  That is, the riches of eternal life in Heaven. 

+++ 

 The Lord Jesus wants to be our King and our Savior.  But He can’t be either for us unless 

we acknowledge Him as both.  Unless we give Him permission to be both.  Unless we spend 

time in prayer with Him, getting to know Him as our Savior and our King.  Following His 

commandments and all that He taught us.  Accepting His grace, mercy, and healing in the 

Sacraments—especially Reconciliation and the Eucharist. 

 If you are willing and ready to accept Jesus as your Savior and your King, please pray 

this prayer and repeat after me: 
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Lord Jesus Christ, 

You are King of the universe, 

You are Savior of the world. 
 

I give you permission to be: 

King of my mind, 

King of my will, 

King of my heart, 

King of my body, 

King of my soul, 

King of my past, 

King of my present, 

King of my future, 

King of every part of my life, 

King of my whole being. 
 

I thank you for being my Savior and my King. 

And for showing me the way 

to be with You in Paradise. 

Jesus, remember me, 

when You come into Your Kingdom. 
 

Amen. 
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