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25TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME | YEAR C                                                                                         18 SEP 2022 
 
Amos 8:4-7; 1 Tim 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 
 

 
Today’s Gospel may sound a little strange to us – because it is.  In fact, our former Auxiliary 
Bishop, Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg, now Bishop of the Diocese of Reno in Nevada, once 
wrote that “It is probably one of the most difficult parables to understand in the entire New 
Testament.”  I’m guessing we probably would all agree with that! 
 
So, in the Gospel, we heard about this steward, or manager, who’s about to be let go from his 
job, and he comes up with this creative idea where he can endear himself to those who work 
for him by reducing what they owe his boss, so as to gain their help later.  Jesus then says 
that the master commended the “dishonest steward for acting prudently.”  Doesn’t seem to 
make sense.  Bishop Mueggenborg clarifying this, writes, “Jesus praised the actions of the 
manager because he brought both honor to the master (through the gratitude of the debtors) 
and he also ensured his own future by the debtors’ reciprocity to him!” 

 
Then Jesus says, “I tell you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth, so that when 
it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”  Rather than praising “dishonest 
wealth,” Jesus is likely encouraging us to use whatever worldly goods we have honestly, and 
in service of our faith.  The dishonesty of the steward in the Gospel is not what’s being taught 
in the reading.  The message, as we might expect, is really quite the reverse of those very 
things.  The fact that the point made is so glaring is kind of a teaching tool to get our 
attention and get us thinking about how we handle our faith, and maybe, how we can do 
good with whatever we have to help others, and thereby strengthening our faith, and maybe 
theirs. 

 
This weekend we observe Catechetical Sunday, and this year’s theme for the focus is “This is 
my body given for you.”  So, this weekend at all the Masses, we acknowledge as a Church 
community the services of those who offer their time, their talents, and their hearts to teach 
in our parish as catechists – true and worthy stewards of our faith. 

 
In the Rite of Baptism, the Church prays that the father and mother of children being 
baptized “may, by word and example, prove to be the first witnesses of the faith to their 
children,” and, perhaps along with  grandparents, they are the first teachers in our domestic 
churches – our homes.  Our catechists, also, give of their time and dedication to help bring 
our Catholic faith to our children.  It is a worthy and selfless thing they do in becoming 
stewards of God’s gifts in this way — unlike the dishonest steward in the Gospel reading. 
 
At the end of the Gospel, Jesus says that “No servant can serve two masters.  You cannot 
serve both God and mammon.”  Mammon was the word used to express wealth, or property.  
Jesus is saying here that we have to decide in this life which way we’re going to go.  What, or 
Who, are we going to allow to consume our attention and efforts — the things of this earth, 
or,  God, our Creator and Father?  This doesn’t mean that we have to go off into the 
wilderness and become religious hermits.  But perhaps it does mean that we need to 
integrate our faith and religious beliefs into our everyday lives.  And that, in part, is what our 
catechists help our children to do. 
 
As stewards of God’s gifts — and that’s every one of us — we’re called to preserve, protect, 
and share what we’ve been given in our life from our God.  As Catholic Christians, we’ve 
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been given a faith that’s meant to be alive and vibrant, not dormant and hidden.  We’ve been 
asked — just as the Apostles and Jesus’ other disciples were — to take that gift of faith, and 
share it with others, not keep it to ourselves. 

 
Our faith is not a secret, and yet for some Catholics, that, in effect, is what it can sometimes 
become.  How many of our friends and neighbors know that we’re Catholic?  How about the 
people where we work, or where we go to volunteer our time, perhaps?  It’s not that we need 
to go around with a big “I am a Catholic” sign hanging on us.  But, how far under the radar is 
our Catholicism to others?  Do we even dare to make the Sign of the Cross and pray in a 
restaurant or at home – alone or with others – before we eat? 

 
Mother Teresa – St. Teresa of Calcutta – wasn’t so obviously a Catholic Christian because of 
the religious garb of her order, the Missionaries of Charity.  It was because of the love of 
Christ that she showed and shared with others in her actions.  The fact that she was Catholic 
kind of came up after that. 

 
The many, many Martyrs in the history of the Church didn’t keep their faith a secret.  Had 
they, they would have perhaps lived a longer life — though not necessarily a better one.  They 
professed and lived what they knew to be true, in spite of the consequences.  A very good 
example of this is on this Tuesday, when the Church commemorates the martyrdom of 
Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon, who was a convert to the faith and Korea’s first native priest, 
and his lay associate, seminarian Paul Chong Ha-sang, and their companions — all martyred 
for their faith. 

 
From 1839 to 1867, 103 martyrs in Korea gave their lives for their faith: young and old, men 
and women, peasants and wealthy people.  Likely none of us will ever be called to that 
ultimate sacrifice, where we have the opportunity to proclaim our faith more boldly and 
more loudly than ever before.  And we thank God for that. 

 
But what will we do in the lives that we do lead?  How could anyone know that we belong to 
Christ?  What evidence could convict us of being Catholic Christians?  Is there any evidence 
in our homes that’s obvious?  How about, more importantly, in our words and actions, and 
our interactions with others?  Is there anything there that hints of something greater than 
ourselves in our lives? 

 
Pope St. Gregory the Great said, “Be not anxious about what you have, but about what you 
are.”  What, and who, we are is up to us.  Just as the catechists whom we honor this weekend 
are stewards of God’s gifts, so each of us is a steward of the gifts God gave to us – especially 
our children.  We may not stand at the front of a classroom and talk about our Catholic faith, 
but we each can give ample witness to it in how we live our lives. 

 
In the book I Like Being Catholic, Archbishop Charles Chaput wrote, “I suppose I like being 
Catholic the way I ‘like’ having oxygen: I can’t imagine life possible without my faith.  It’s the 
vocabulary that makes sense of everything else.” 

 
As Catholic Christians, and stewards of God’s gifts, we need to learn to use that vocabulary of 
faith, because there’s much to learn, and so much to say. 

† 


