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29th SUNDAY of ORDINARY TIME | YEAR C                                              16 OCTOBER 2022 
 

Ex 17:8-13; 2 Tim 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8 
 

 
Today’s First Reading and the Gospel are clearly about prayer, but specifically, our 
persistence in prayer. So, with that in mind, I want to share a story with you. 

 
There was this ten-year-old boy who hadn’t done his homework the night before a 
big test in geography, so he ended up doing a lot more guessing than he should have 
when he took the test.  That evening, his mind went back to the written test and 
some of the answers he had given, and he was really starting to get worried.  What if 
too many of his answers had been wrong?  What if he didn’t pass the test – and it 
was such a big part of his grade?  So, as he was saying his prayers that night, the test 
kind of popped into his mind again, and suddenly he said, “And please God…please 
make Paris the capital of Sweden!” 
 
Some of our prayers are just not going to be answered the way we want them to be. 
 
Today’s First Reading from Exodus, and the Gospel from St. Luke – whose Feast Day 
is this Tuesday, October 18th – both talk to us about perseverance in our prayer 
life…the kind of perseverance we need in our prayer life.  Some might be thinking, 
“But I’m not sure I have a ‘prayer life.’  I don’t really pray a lot…it’s nothing formal 
for me.”  Well, we still need to look critically at how we pray sometimes.  Because, in 
reality, we all do pray – it just takes different forms. 
 
And some of the time, we either give up too soon in our prayers because we feel 
they’re not being answered, or we take the approach that we don’t want to keep 
nagging God with our concerns.  He surely must have bigger things to deal with than 
what’s on our minds and hearts.  Let’s see… 
 
In the reading from Exodus, we have this great visual of Moses standing there, arms 
outstretched, holding the rod he used to defeat Pharaoh.  This time, he’s using it to 
invoke the power of Yahweh –  the power of God – to help the Israelites defeat the 
Amalekites.  So there’s Moses with his arms outstretched while this battle is going 
on.  As long as his arms are up, the Israelites are winning, but as soon as he starts to 
weaken and lower his arms, the enemy begins to win.  Now holding your arms out 
for any length of time isn’t easy, let alone for a whole battle!  So, they put a rock 
under Moses for him to sit on, and two of the men helped support his arms.  Even 
Moses had limits – like all of us. 

 
We all need help at times.  When we pray for others in our Universal Prayer at Mass, 
we are supporting those in our Mary, Queen of Peace community – and beyond – 
whose names are read in their time of need, just as all do for us if our name is read.  
And the same is done when we pray for those whose names are on our MQP prayer 
chain. 
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And, we shouldn’t hesitate to let others pray for us, and support us in that way as 
members of Christ’s Church.  Intercessory prayer – praying for others – is a beautiful 
and powerful work of faith, and a way we can reach out to others wherever they are 
through our prayer. 
 
The Gospel story about the widow is one that many people really like because it 
shows kind of a triumph over bureaucracy, and a whole lot of sheer gumption on the 
part of the widow.  But what the widow had going for her was her unrelenting 
persistence to see justice done in her case – and she prevails.  The judge, however, 
didn’t act out of a sense of justice, he just wanted to be rid of the woman.  So, 
persistence paid off for the widow.  Contrast that with God as the just judge who 
listens to our needs  and acts on what’s best for us.  But for our part, we need to 
persist in our prayers –like the widow – and not give up hope. 
 
As part of our praying, we also need to learn to cultivate the art of listening to our 
God.  He does answer our prayers.  It’s just that sometimes we’re too busy looking in 
one place for the answer, when it’s somewhere else.  God doesn’t consult us about 
how best to go about what we’ve prayed for.  He simply answers our prayers in His 
Divine Wisdom and Goodness, with our best interest in mind.  What more could we 
want?  But we can’t give up when we pray.  Perseverance in prayer strengthens 
rather than weakens our faith.  It enables us to see beyond particular needs, and to 
view ourselves as part of a larger plan.  We can’t just leave it all up to God… we still 
have to pray. 
 
In this month of October, we are called to  pray and reflect on the protection of 
human life, from conception to natural death. And in this, we can pray for what has 
been described as “the efficacy of prayer amid battle and conflict.” The protection of 
human life cries out for our prayers, and prayer does make a difference when we 
pray.  Human life was God’s idea in his plan for us.  It’s not for anyone – anyone – to 
decide otherwise, and so we pray for all the lives in God’s plan. 

 
One commentary on this Gospel says that “The great untold story, not recorded in 
any history book but very real, is the effect of prayer on people’s lives and actions.”  
It says, “Prayer is the huge, invisible, unrecorded influence in how things happen.  
Through prayer, you and I can affect the future of our world and of individuals 
around us.”  That’s pretty powerful.  And as we pray going about our lives each day, 
we can also hold special intentions in our prayer that kind of flow with us throughout 
our day in moments when we recall them – like that of the sanctity of human life. 
So, we pray.  We pray with a persistence rooted in our love of God, and our faith in 
him.   
 
The last sentence – a question – at the end of today’s Gospel, asks, “But when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  The answer, by choice, is individual, 
and personal.  It’s up to each one of us to keep the fires of our faith lit in our souls, 
and to not put it under a basket and minimize its light.  Our faith has to be strong 
enough to withstand whatever may come to attempt to blow out the light that is our 
faith…to deter whatever comes to diminish the brightness and the truth of our faith.  
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We need to be strong in the faith proclaimed for us at our Baptism.  But the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church cautions us, in paragraph 978, saying, “Yet the 
grace of Baptism delivers no one from all the weakness of nature.  On the contrary, 
we must still combat the moves of concupiscence [the inclination to sin] that never 
cease leading us into evil.” 

 
“But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
Yes, I think he will.  There will always be people of sound faith on this earth . . . and, 
we pray we will be among them. 
 
There is a Danish proverb that says, “Pray to God in the storm – but keep on 
rowing.”  God hears our prayers, yes – but we need to keep on rowing. 

† 


