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Readings Wis 9:13-18b; Psalm Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; R2: Phmn. 9-10, 12-17; Alleluia Ps 119:135; Mk Lk 14:25-33 

Why am I your disciple, Lord?  

Let us imagine that we are students taking a course at the university 

with a top-rated and famous professor. Reviewing the class syllabus, we 

read that He asks students to love Him more than their family, more than 

themselves, that they must put their possessions at His will, and that they 

must be willing to give everything, even their lives, for Him and His 

mission. The curriculum continues asking students to evaluate if they will 

be up to the challenge because it is a lifelong learning mission. How many 

of us would sign up for that class? Indeed, not many, but somehow, we 

are all gathered here because, at least in theory, we want to be students, 

followers of Christ the Teacher and embrace his mission; we proclaim 

ourselves his disciples. Everybody has the call to bring Christ to people, 

although not all as priests or religious, most of us as lay witnesses in our 

environments. Not everybody can do everything, but everybody can do 

something. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090422.cfm
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Given that we have been exposed to the Gospel before, we know that 

the Hebrew hyperbole Jesus uses today means that He asks us to love Him 

above all the people we love. It is not an ask to hate our loved ones, in the 

traditional English sense used today. This is clear from the context of 

Luke's Gospel1 and the parallel verses in Matthew's2. Having clarified this 

point and putting ourselves in the shoes of the first century Jewish crowd 

listening to Jesus, we can imagine them asking: Who is this? Who is the 

only one that can demand love above all people and above all things? […] 

Right, only God. Therefore, in this statement, Christ is positioning himself 

as God. And that is why we Christians want to be his disciples, his 

students. We accept it, not only because He said so, but also because He 

proved it to us with the sign of his resurrection. The core of our faith 

distinguishes us from any other religion; our founder claimed to be God 

and proved it. Again, Jesus is not just a great moral teacher, using C. S. 

 
1 The context of this teaching is important for understanding its application. Immediately before this 

instruction, Jesus had told a parable about people who were invited to a great banquet but were not able to attend 

due to all sorts of conflicting obligations. One declined because he had purchased a field (see Lk 14:18). Another 

declined because he had purchased oxen (see Lk 14:19). The third one declined because he had married a wife (see 

Lk 14:20). Whether it be relationships or possessions, these attachments prevented those invited from actually 

attending the banquet. 
2 Mt 10:37-38 
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Lewis's contemporary trilemma3: Jesus was a liar, or a lunatic, or the Lord, 

but by no means just a great moral teacher. He is the man who is God, and 

we are willing to try to be His disciples.  

Continuing with Jesus request to the multitude following Him, we 

conclude that He wants us to be free, so we can accept the invitation to 

discipleship and follow Him, but we will not experience that freedom if 

any attachment is more important to us than being with Him. Jesus lays 

out three conditions for true Christian discipleship: 

1) Renounce too much attachment to family, prioritizing God and His 

commandments.  

2) Break off the attachment to possessions by leading a detached life, 

willingly sharing one’s blessings with others. 

3) Finally, detach from oneself, being ready to bear our own cross and 

follow Him. Bearing our own cross implies: 

a) Accepting gracefully and offering lovingly our pains and suffering 

with Jesus on the cross for the salvation of all of us. 

 
3 Lewis, C. S., Mere Christianity, London: Collins, 1952, pp. 54–56. (In all editions, this is Bk. II, Ch. 3, 

"The Shocking Alternative.") 
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b) Accepting the struggle and pain involved in changing our flawed 

habits and tendencies.  

c) And mainly, accepting the pain and humiliation suffered as a 

consequence of professing and practicing our faith in our daily 

environments, standing with Jesus, his ideas, his ideals, and his 

Church.  

Returning to the multitude following Jesus towards Jerusalem, and 

with the entire Gospel context, let’s also analyze what type of followers 

were: 

1. A group of friends who, in the hour of testing, disappear 

2. A more numerous group who will continue but at a certain distance 

3. A group that vacillates, crying out Hosana, Hosanna, or Crucify him, 

Crucify him, according to the circumstances. 

4. And later, the Scribes and Pharisees who tried to trap Him. 

Remember that all these characters in that multitude continue today, 

active and wagging their tongues in the environments we usually frequent. 

If we decide to be disciples in mission, it will be the same for us when 

striving to embody the truth, as it happened before to the Truth itself: 
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1. There will be ones like Zaccheus who climbed the Sycamore out 

of curiosity. 

2. Others like Nicodemus who did not want to be seen. 

3. Others like Pilate who did not want to commit with justice. 

4. And others who just show up only one hour on weekends or are 

accustomed to going in search of water with the pitcher of their 

own fantasy; abandoning him when they face opposition. 

Which group best reflects me? What is our commitment? Where are 

we? Today, nearly one billion people will attend mass worldwide, in 

contrast it only took twelve to change the world. Why are we not equally 

effective? 

When analyzing how people respond to a given mission, it is crucial 

to understand the why, the motivation in each heart. Why do I follow Jesus 

the way I do? There can be any of these four reasons, all valid but with 

diverse levels of perfection: 

1. Fear: Do I follow him for fear of damnation? Or I follow him, but I 

do not commit for fear that he will ask me too much. 
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2. Intellectual conviction only:  I reasoned and realized there is no 

option; Jesus is God and what he asks is a logical truth. But with my 

weak will, I don’t take decisions or actions when I should. 

3. Hope for future happiness: the willingness to have complete joy 

once and forever. But sometimes, my attachments are stronger and 

block me from the required sacrifice in the moments of truth. 

4. A loving response to His love: a loving answer that embodies my 

intellect, my will, and my heart, a loving answer to an intimate 

experience with Christ. 

Let’s make a personal assessment, of how much of those four are the 

answers to the Why I follow Jesus. The mission’s discipleship and its 

fulfillment have a cost, and Jesus asks us to ponder if we will have the 

drive; the motivation in our hearts feeds that drive. 

As usual, the heroes of our faith that came before us, the saints, have 

some words of wisdom. Here is a famous sonnet in the Spanish language 
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attributed to Saint John of Avila4 that inspires me profoundly. I hope this 

English translation will also encourage you: 

“It doesn’t move me, my God, to love You, 

the heaven that You have promised me, 

nor I am moved by the hell so feared 

as the reason to stop offending You. 

You move me, my Lord; it moves me to see You 

nailed to a cross and mocked, 

what moves me is to see your body so wounded, 

Your suffering and your death move me. 

What moves me, finally, is your love, and in such a way, 

that even if there were no Heaven, I would love You, 

and even if there were no Hell, I would fear You. 

You do not have to give me for me to love You, 

so even if what I hope for, I wouldn’t hope, 

the same that I love You, I would love You.”  

 
4 “Soneto a Cristo crucificado”. Although it is not clear who actually wrote this poem, it has been also 

attributed to Saint Theresa of Avila, Saint Ignatius of Loyola, San Francisco Javier, Fray Pedro de los Reyes, Fray 

Miguel Guevara and also the lay poet Lope de Vega. The consensus today points to Saint John of Avila.  

https://es.catholic.net/op/articulos/67069/cat/1076/el-soneto-a-cristo-crucificado.html  

https://es.catholic.net/op/articulos/67069/cat/1076/el-soneto-a-cristo-crucificado.html

