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Mary, Queen of Peace Church  Who Is Jesus? 

 

John 21:1-14 
 

 
“Venite Prandete”, stained glass window (early 20th c.) 

St. Patrick’s Seminary Chapel, Menlo Park, CA 

 

What words stand out to you in this reading from Sacred Scripture? 

 

 

What questions come to mind? 

 

 

Did you notice something you’ve never noticed before? 

 

 

 

Prayer for a Deeper Knowledge of Jesus 
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Who Is Jesus? 

 Earliest Christian Creeds defined our faith, including concise statements centered on Jesus. 

  Thomas the Apostle made profession of faith to Jesus (John 20:28) 

  New Testament has many statements affirming different titles for Jesus 

  Trinitarian statements (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 

Documents from early Church contain creeds professed in liturgies.  For example (4th c. Egypt): 

 “I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 and in his only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 and in the Holy Spirit, and in the resurrection of the flesh in the Holy Catholic Church.” 

 

But, what does it mean to say “I believe in Jesus Christ”? 

 Different ideas developed about Jesus, which led to some confusion. 

 Heresy: “Heresy is the obstinate post-baptismal denial of some truth which must be believed with divine  

    and Catholic faith, or it is likewise an obstinate doubt concerning the same;” (CCC 2089) 

  In other words: a refusal to being open to being corrected about a truth that has been revealed by God  

       and affirmed by the Church (e.g., a truth about who Jesus is). 
 

Ecumenical Councils were called as a way to resolve questions and misunderstandings about Jesus that came 

up in the early Church.  In particular, the first seven (from 325 to 787) were important in clarifying and defining 

our faith in Jesus and understanding who He is and what He did (and still does) for us. 
 

What were some of the heresies?  That Jesus… 

…wasn’t truly human—he “appeared” to be a man. 

…was a human who became divine—“adopted” by God the Father, but still less than. 

…isn’t a distinct person from the Father—but is a different “mode” of the Father. 

…was created by God the Father—not coeternal. 

…had a human body and soul, but a divine mind—a human vessel that “contained” the Divine Logos. 

…didn’t redeem us by His sacrifice on the Cross—rather, we’re redeemed by our own efforts in following Him. 

…was a divine person and a human person—two different persons joined together. 

…was a blended divine/human person—not fully divine and not fully human. 

 

Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed or Nicene Creed (Nicaea I (325) & Constantinople I (381)) 

 Creeds were expanded; to refute the various heresies and clarify who Jesus is and what He did for us. 

 We still pray this Creed every Sunday and Solemnity! 
 

Council of Chalcedon (451):  We all teach harmoniously [that he is]…truly God and truly man…homoousios 

with the Father in godhead, and the same homoousios with us in manhood…acknowledged in two natures 

without confusion, without change, without division, without separation. 
 

Hypostatic Union:  Jesus is one person with two natures:  fully divine and fully human 

 These two natures are united in Him without being mixed or changed; and distinct without being separated. 

 

Why is this important?  Does it really matter? 

 If Jesus is not really human:  then our humanity is not redeemed. 

  Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390):  …that which He has not assumed He has not healed… 

 If Jesus is not really divine:  then how are we healed and saved? 

  Do we think we can heal and save ourselves? 

 It’s only because Jesus is fully human and fully divine that He can act as a mediator between us and God. 

 

Resources:  New Testament and Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 422-682 


