
MISSION STATEMENT  
We The people of the Whiting/Robertsdale Cluster, are a Catholic Faith Community, eth-
nically rich, culturally diverse, and one in Faith. Inspired by the unity of the Holy Trinity, 
we endeavor to share our Faith as disciples of Jesus.  

 

 
 
 

Confessions 
By appointment only 

Sacraments: Please Call St. John Church Office 
219-659-0023 
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The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

 Today’s gospel recounts Lazarus’ death, prompting 
familiar human emotions that resonate with all of us: doubt, 
disappointment, sadness, fear, faith and hope.  Martha and 
Mary are troubled that Jesus has not come sooner.  Jesus, de-
liberately waiting to respond to his friends’ need, says that 
Lazarus’ illness is not to end in death “but is for the glory of 
God”.   
 

 When Jesus arrives at Bethany, he is met with ques-
tions and weeping.  Both sisters feel that if Jesus been there, 
Lazarus would not have died.  Jesus for his part reassures Mar-
tha saying, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever be-
lieves in me, even if ne dies, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.”  Martha readily professes 
her belief in the resurrection and that Jesus is indeed the Son 
of God who has come into the world. 
 

 Amidst the questioning crowd, Jesus, moved to tears, 
prays aloud thanking God the Father for always hearing him 
and then says, “so that they may believe that you sent me”; 
Jesus then calls in a loud voice “Lazarus, come out.”  The dead 
Lazarus comes out, still wrapped in the burial cloths.  Jesus tells 
the unlookers to “untie him and let him go.” (John 11:1-45) 
 

 Both LIFE and FAITH are restored as Jesus involves the 
entire community, gathered at this incredible scene.  It is they 
who untie the risen Lazarus, rendering him free from the bond-
age of death and the burial bands. Fully alive, Lazarus is re-
stored to the believing community. 
 

WHAT ABOUT US 
 

 Do we hold others bound by our judgments and lack of 
charity? 

 

 Will we be extra generous this week with words & actions 
that can alleviate another’s pain and poverty, setting them 
free? 

 

 Pray to appreciate Jesus’ human weakness as he weeps.  
Thank him for his understanding and love.  Thank him for 
inviting us to be part of his healing work in our community. 

PRAYER FOR DURING A PANDEMIC 
 

 May we, who are merely inconvenienced, remember 
those whose lives are at stake.  May we, who have no risk fac-
tors, remember those most vulnerable.  May we, who have the 
luxury of working from home, remember those who must 
choose between preserving their health or making their rent.  
 

 May we, who have the flexibility to care for our chil-
dren when their schools close, remember those who have no 
options.  May we, who have to cancel our trips, remember 
those that have no place to go.  May we, who are losing our 
margin money in the tumult of the economic market, remem-
ber those who have no margin at all.  May we, who settle in for 
a quarantine at home, remember those who have no home.   
 

 During these times, when we cannot physically wrap 
our arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the lov-
ing embrace of God to our neighbors. We ask this through 
Christ the Healer.  Amen.   

Sr. Judy Sinnwell, Franciscan Sisters of Dubuque, IA 
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Saint John the Baptist Church  ~  1849 Lincoln Ave.  
 

MAIN RECTORY NUMBER…….....(219) 659-0023 
RECTORY FAX NUMBER…………...(219) 473-7551 

 

E-Mail: churchparishoffice@stjohnbap.org 
Website: www.stjohnbap.org 

Secretary, Becky Flores…….. General Information   
bflores@stjohnbap.org 

 

PASTOR………………………………………Rev. Mark Peres, C.PP.S. Ext. 116  
DEACONS……………………………………….Leo Barron & Joseph Manchak 
Banquet and Hall Rental…………………………….Cathy Bryan Ext. 104 
BULLETIN Editor/Secretary…....…….………………Nora Perez  Ext. 105 
FAITH FORMATION/YOUTH MINISTRY.…………Jamie Sandona Ext. 106 
ADULT FAITH ENRICHMENT………….Margaret Saliga (219) 659-4138 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION……………………….....………..(219) 659-0023 
 

ST. JOHN SCHOOL ~ Main Number………… (219) 659-3042 
Principal………………………………………………….Jessica Gonzalez Ext. 304 
 

School Secretary , Jeanine Jones …………………..General Information  
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL…………………………………………….(219) 659-1073 
 
 

BULLETIN ARTICLES:  nperez@stjohnbap.org 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
 

 Although there are no scheduled happenings at St. 
John the Baptist and St. Adalbert churches, we are confident 
that the Catholic Community will use some time each day for 
Bible reading and reflection.  There are many helpmates on-line 
encouraging us to stay connected to our God and our 
community. 
 

 Bishop Barron’s Lenten Gospel Reflections highlight 
each day’s reading.  Toward the end of the booklet The 
“Stations of the Cross” with appropriate artwork provide 
additional reflections.  “Many Thanks” to the individual who 
provided these Lenten books for Sa and SJB.  May they be a 
source of blessing.  

~ REMEMBER ~ 
 

 If you have a weak immune system or are compro-
mised by age or potential illness, you should avoid 
church all public spaces. 

 You are dispensed from the obligation to attend 
Mass and do not incur mortal sin. 

 At home, you are encouraged to pray and reflect on 
the Sunday readings and if possible to view the 
Mass on television or online.  

 Mass from Mercy Home in Chicago is broadcast at 
9:30AM on WGN each Sunday. 

03/22/2020 
 
St. John      St. Adalbert 
 
Regular Collection………$ 1,860.25                   $ 265.00 
   

RICE BOWLS 
Thanks to your Lenten generosity the underprivileged of our 
world are served.  Coinage from your Lenten boxes should be 
converted to dollar bills or a personal check and placed in an 
envelope marked “Rice Bowl”, to be dropped into the Palm 
Sunday, April 5th weekend collection or into the rectory drop 
box. 

INSPIRATION from 
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

“Don’t search for Jesus in far lands – he is not there.  He is close 
to you; he is with you.  Just keep the lamp burning in your heart 
and you will always see him.  Keep on filling the lamp with all 
these little drops of love, and you will see how sweet is the Lord 
you love.” 
 

(from Mother Teresa, Thirsting for God, daily meditations) 

LENT CONTINUES 
 God has taken the initiative of loving you first.  Through-
out the Bible God is constantly calling his people (that's you and 
me) back.  However this is not a one time call.  Jesus is calling us 
every day to deepen our love for him and fully live the life to which 
he calls us. 
 

 Today, respond to his call by offering him ten minutes of 
your time in prayer.  Sit with him in the quiet of your heart and 
invite him in. 

WORSHIP AND SPIRITUALITY 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
 

March 30: Monday ~ Lenten Weekday 
† Amelia Puente by Family 
March 31: Tuesday ~ Lenten Weekday 
† Helen Markovich by Pam Barton 
April 1: Wednesday ~ Lenten Weekday 
† Augustina M. Brenkus 
April 2: Thursday ~ St. Francis of Paola, Hermit 
† The Millers, Furtak & Humenick Families by Mary  
April 3: Friday ~ Lenten Weekday 
† Richard G. Kaminsky by Son Richard 
April 4: Saturday ~ St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
(SA) † W/R Catholic Community 
April 5: PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
† Deceased members of the Furiak Family by Marina Sabol 
† Thomas J. Puplava, by Family 
 

All Liturgical Services including Weekday and Weekend 
Masses have been suspended by the bishops of Indiana 
until further notice. 
 

Father will continue to celebrate Mass privately  
(Not open to the public) 
And Mass intentions will be fulfilled.  If, for some rea-
son they cannot be fulfilled, you will be notified. 

DISCOVER MASS 
 

 If you would like to receive the weekly parish bulletin for our 
Whiting-Robertsdale Catholic Community via your emails, simp-
ly put   discovermass@diocesan.com  into your browser, click 
and follow the prompts and enter St. Adalbert OR St. John the 
Baptist Whiting, IN 46394. Then, by entering your name and 
email address you should be able to receive a weekly email of 
the current bulletin and also the previous four weeks.  
 

Also, you can visit St. John the Baptist Church web site: 
www.stjohnbap.org  to have access to our weekly bulletins 
and other events within our Catholic Community.    

mailto:discovermass@diocesan.com
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W/R CATHOLIC COMMUNITY  

Time To Start Sowing 
The Seeds For Spring 

 

The Springtime of Evangelization 
Is Up to Every One of Us 
 

“It is like a mustard seed that, when it is 
sown in the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on the earth. But once it is 
sown, it springs up and becomes the 
largest of plants and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the sky 
can dwell in its shade. “  Mark 4:31-32 
 

Saint John Paul II’s call for a “new springtime of evangelization” 
resounds even more profoundly today. 
 

The new evangelization, as Joh Paull II envisioned, requires a dy-
namic relationship with the living God and a willingness to share 
the graces that stem from this life-altering friendship. 
 

May the 99 Masterclass, which has been cancelled until further 
notice, give our faith community new insights and the tools nec-
essary to come alive in our Catholic Faith while bringing the JOY of 
the Gospel to every aspect of our lives.  

THE GREAT MERCY POPE  
St. John Paul II  

 Pope John Paul II, both in his 
teaching and personal life, strove to 
live and teach the message of Divine 
Mercy.  
 In his writings and homilies, 
St. John Paul II described Divine Mer-
cy as the answer to the world's prob-
lems and the principle message of 
the third millennium. Pope John Paul 
II canonized St. Faustina on April 30, 

2000.  He then declared that the Sunday after Easter is the 
Feast of the Divine Mercy.  St. Adalbert Church had planned  
to host the celebration of Divine Mercy, with a holy hour from 
3:00 - 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 19th.  However, these plans 
are on hold at this time. You are encouraged to pray the Divine 
Mercy Novena at home, which begins on Good Friday.  Book-
lets and Divine Mercy materials can be found on line.  

RCIA UPDATE: 
 

Continuing prayers from the Parish Community are requested 
for the following participants in RCIA:  
 

Candidates for Sacraments of Initiation: Casey Gates and  
Stephanie Zandy;  
 

Candidates for Communion and Confirmation: Rosalinda 
Gallegos and Madelyn Sanchez;  
 

Candidates for Confirmation: Juan Gallegos and Christina 
Goding.   
 

These candidates faithfully participate in preparation sessions 
and continue their journey of faith as members of our faith 
community.  Please continue to pray for them as we continue 
our Lenten journey in preparation for our joyous celebration of 
Easter. 

MESSAGE FROM FR MARK, MARCH 29, 2020 
 

Distancing ourselves from one another physically does not 
mean that we need to, nor should we distance ourselves from 
one another spiritually.  We can be united with one another 
through prayer and care for one another.  
 

Bishop McClory has asked us all to pray at noon and again at 
6:00PM each day.  When you hear those church bells ring every 
day at those times, take a moment to offer a prayer that this 
crisis will soon end.   
 

Another way to stay united is to do what we can to minimize 
the adverse financial impact that this will have on our parishes.   
 

Many parishioners have inquired how they can continue to 
make their weekly financial sacrifice to the church. 
 

For those of you who are able, there are three ways that you 
can continue to make your contribution. 
 

 You can still drop you offering off at the rectory. 
 You can mail it in through the US postal service. 
 You can go to our website and donate on line by scrolling 

down to the bottom of the home page and click Online Giv-
ing. 

 

I want to thank all of you for the support you’ve shown me and 
for your love of the church.  Please keep me and St John/St 
Adalbert in your prayers, and be assured that I remember you 
at Mass each day and look forward to the day that we can all 
once again be physically present to celebrating the Lord’s Sup-
per. 
 

 Church bulletins can be picked up at St. John’s rectory or 
can be read at www.stjohnbap.org  and discover-
mass@diocesan.com 

 Lent has always been about “dying to self” (Jesus' words). 
In past Lents, we’ve “given things up” or attended a Lenten pro-
gram to connect us more deeply with God. Usually it’s been our 
choice. This year it’s different. This year the choice has been deter-
mined by a microbe.  
 Until we can celebrate Mass together again, we have a 
chance to reawaken our hunger for the Eucharist and to express 
gratitude for the blessings of God’s grace.  While we’re searching 
for toilet paper, we can also practice being good citizens, reawaken-
ing our collective memory of how being considerate of others 
makes us all better people.  
 During this time we can choose to use our time wisely. 
These weeks are our chance not to gripe about all the things we 
cannot do but focus instead on the things that make us better: our 
connections with family, our connection with God. And to remem-
ber why selflessness is a virtue, and being self-centered is not. 
 

 Each Sunday you are invited to go on-line to SJEplus for 
the live stream of the Mass at 9:30 a.m.  Also take advantage of 
FORMED.org, WORD ON FIRE.org, ASCENSION.org for a wealth of 
Catholic videos, movies, teachings, and more.  Parents, you are the 
first teachers of the faith for your children.  These sites offer you 
many free and innovative helpmates!    
 
 

 
Together we pray:  “Jesus, I trust in you.” 

From the desk of Mrs. Saliga,  
former SJB teacher 

mailto:discovermass@diocesan.com
mailto:discovermass@diocesan.com
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PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE  

Love Alone Overcomes Fear 
A Reflection on COVID-19 
By: Richard Rohr, O.F.M. 

 

We are in the midst of a highly teachable moment.  There’s no 
doubt that this period will be referred to for the rest of our life-
times.  We have a chance to go deep, and to go broad.  Globally, 
we’re in this together. Depth is being forced on us by great 
suffering, which as I like to say, always leads to great love. 
 

But for God to reach us, we have to allow suffering to wound 
us.  Now is no time for an academic solidarity with the world.  
Real solidarity needs to be felt and suffered.  That’s the real 
meaning of the word “suffer” – to allow someone else’s pain to 
influence us in a real way.  We need to move beyond our own 
personal feelings and take in the whole.  This, I must say, is one 
of the gifts of television: we can turn it on and see how people 
in countries other than our own are hurting.  What is going to 
happen to those living in isolated places or for those who don’t 
have health care?  Imagine the fragility of the most marginal-
ized, of people in prisons, the homeless, or even the people 
performing necessary services, such as ambulance drivers, nurs-
es, and doctors, risking their lives to keep society together?  Our 
feelings of urgency and devastation are not exaggeration: they 
are responding to the real human situation.  We’re not pushing 
the panic button; we are the panic button.  And we have to al-
low these feelings, and invite God’s presence to hold and sus-
tain us in a time of collective prayer and lament. 
 

I hope this experience will force our attention outwards to the 
suffering of the most vulnerable.  Love always means going be-
yond yourself to otherness.  It takes two.  There has to be the 
lover and the beloved.  We must be stretched to an encounter 
with otherness, and only then do we know it’s love.  This is 
what we call the subject-subject relationship.  Love alone over-
comes fear and is the true foundation that lasts (1 Corinthians 
13:13). 

(Taken from: Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation on March 19, 2020) 

ENCOURAGEMENT from Pope Francis 
 

The love of God for humanity is made known by 
how we treat each other.  Don’t think you don’t 
matter!  Your presence to your family reveals 
God to others.  Be present to your  
family! 
 

“The Church that cares for children and the 
elderly becomes the mother of generations of 

believers and, at the same time, serves human society because a 
spirit of love, familiarity and solidarity helps all people to rediscov-
er the fatherhood and  
motherhood of God.” 
 

(Pope Francis WISDOM ON LOVE, Practical Advice for Families) 

ST. JOHN ROSARY SOCIETY  
 

Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, all 
springtime plans for visiting the Carmel-
ite Shrine, and participation in the May 
Bake Sale and June Evening of Reflec-
tion have been cancelled.   We thank 
Rosarians for their daily commitment to 
praying the rosary, and we trust that the 
many prayers will bring renewed heal-
ing, hope and abundant graces through 
the intercession of Mary our loving 
Mother. 

 

We encourage everyone to pray the rosary, a very powerful 
prayer.  It settles our hearts and minds.  It puts things into per-
spective and allows us to see things as they really are.  To put it 
simply:  it just works.  And, right now, the world needs all of 
our prayers! 

EASTER FOOD DRIVE 
 

IMPORTANT 
 

Due to the present situation in our dio-
cese today, the following changes are 
being made to accommodate you and 
to insure the success of this food drive. 
We have roughly 30 families that need 
assistance this Easter.  Food can be 
dropped off at the curb in front of St. 
John’s Church and assigned personnel 
will carry it in on the following dates:   
 

 
 

Thursday, April 2nd 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.    &    5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, April 3rd        7:30 – 9:30 a.m.    &    5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, April 4th   11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

ALSO, monetary donations can be dropped off at the rectory. If 
there are any changes in this schedule, our parish will be notified. 
Thank you in this matter and please be generous with your gifts 
from God. 
 

Thank you all and God bless you! 
 

Please contact Tom and Lucy, if you have any questions:  
219-659-7943.   
 

DISCONTINUED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

The 99 Masterclass program on Tuesday evenings will continue at 
a later date to be announced.  You may call Margaret Saliga at 659-
4138 if you have questions or concerns. 
 

The Senior Center at Pulaski Park is temporarily closed.  You may 
call Kathryn Jezuit 659-7269 if you have questions or concerns. 
 

The weekly Wednesday Lunch With Friends is cancelled until fur-
ther notice.  

Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive  
To my voice in supplication 

 

If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, 
Lord, who can stand? 

But with you is forgiveness, 
That you may be revered.  

 

(Psalm 130) 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

A: Marie & Robert Anderson 
B: Eleanor Biel, Steve B., Al & 
Dot Baker, Joseph Bibat, Bob & 
Betty Bonchik, Noel Bubala 
C: Ben Cassoday, Jim Camp-
bell, Abigail Coates, Rebbeca 
Coates, , Dorothy Chovan, 
Nancy Coleman, Olivia Crinion, 
Lavonne Curington, Jeannine 
Cusson, Sharon Cusson  
D: Gloria Demeter, Michael 
Dostatni  
F: Jeanine Faulkner, Thomas 
Federenko, Judy Fernald, 
Audrey Filipek, George Fitzak, 
Malia Fortunak, Joseph Fortu-
nak 
G:  Andrea Gaynor  
H: H. Haas, Debra Henderson, 
Kingston M. Hensley, Dennis 
and Peggy Hyde 
J:  
K:Gloria A. Kaminsky, Leonard 
Kaminski, Gerry Kasarda, Ryan 
Keelan, Anne M. Kovach, Bar-
bara J. Korba, Corky Kuipers 
L: Lenore Lazur, Anita Le 
Claire, Les Le Claire, Donna  
Lewandowski 
 
 
 

M: Adeline Matalik, Edward 
Matalik, Kristi Matalik, Mary 
Madejewski, Frank Matlon, 
Ginny McHale, Jerilyn Miller, 
Larry & Toni Milkowski,  
 N: Ann Novotney 
O: Bob Oliver 
P: Willie Parlor, Virginia 
Piljak, Mary Puplava 
Q: Leonardo Quiroz 
R: Kathleen Radloff, David 
Reyes, Delia M. Reyes, Joel 
Rivera, Tim Ripee, Ed. 
Roszkowski, Kay Rosinski, 
Linda Rokosz, Joyce Rybicki  
S: Arthur Salinas Jr., Arman-
do Sanchez, S. Scivinsky, Rob-
ert & Phyllis Samano, Collette 
Santay, Aaron Smith, Deanna 
Stolarz, K. Smith, R. Smith, S. 
Stimac, Jack Strisko, Michael 
J. Swentko, Suzanne M. 
Swentko 
T: Nancy Teles, Sean Ten-
nant, James Toth, Geraldine 
Tumidalsky 
V:  
W:  Sadie Watson, Captoria 
Weems, Terry W., Phil Wet-
night, Marjorie Wohrle 
Z:   
 

B: Matt Barbetta, Sean Bowman, C: Christina 
Campra, Sean Coleman, E: Noe Edmond, F: 
Victoria Franco,  G: Larry Gazafy, Matthew 
Geffert, John Gervais, Gerardo Gonzalez, 
James Grunhard Jr., H: Alex Gonzalo Hernan-
dez, Elliot Hlavaty, Matthew Hlavaty, J: Justin 
Jansky,  K: Thomas M. Kaminsky, Keith Kenne-
dy, Jeff Klobucar, Jason Koscielski, Jeffery Ko-

val, Mark Koval, M: Walter Malenki,  Randall McAllister, Mike 
McCay, Hugh A. McNinch, Philip Mlynarski, Derek Monks,  N: 
David Novotney, O: Zack O’Drobinak, Nicholas Okamura, Justus 
Oliver, Mark Opachan, P: Kenneth Petkunas, Thomas Puplava 
Jr., R: Robert Rodriguez, S: Antonio Salas, Eric Schaufele, Elliott 
Schultz, Natalie Serna, John Starzyk Jr, Alex Supergan, Jason 
Sutton, Szewczyk,  T: Stephen Taylor, Jeffrey Thormeyer, Chris-
topher Trojnar, V: Samuel Valdyke, W: Ray Walsh.  

   “I am the resurrection and the life;  
whoever believes in me, even if he dies,  

will live,  and everyone who lives  
                          and believes in me will never die.”  

 (John 11:25) 

 

REST IN PEACE 
 

Margaret Lucas 

 Over the last few weeks, as we prepared for our hous-
es of worship to shut their doors to the public in response to 
the COVID 19 public health emergency, I have asked myself 
what is a congregation if not a community of faith. 
 

 For probably close to or over a combined 200 years St 
John the Baptist and St Adalbert have been worshiping every 
Sunday through winter storms and depression and war.   

 On March 18, with our hearts broken, we closed our 
doors at St John’s and St Adalbert’s for public worship.  Last 
week we closed down our school and all other parish gather-
ings.  This Sunday and for the foreseeable future there will be 
no congregation physically present in our sanctuaries. 
 

 This new reality will feel lonely for me, for those who 
assist in making our worship beautiful and inspiring, and for 
each and every person who worships with our faith community. 
 

 We will feel the challenge of being a community or 
faith that does not come together physically and having to 
move beyond that physical distance.  But we will know that our 
congregation will be gathering each Sunday as we hold each 
other in community through our private and family prayer.   
 

 Our care for each other will, through prayer, phone 
calls, and other technology based forms of communication,  
help us stay connected  as we  pray about and ponder what our 
world is going through even as we sit in our kitchens or living 
rooms or back yards (when the weather gets warmer of 
course). 
 

 This is for sure a strange moment for all of us.  And yet, 
we know that we are stronger than a temporary virus, and that 
by staying home we will do our part as stewards of the health 
and wellness of our Whiting/Robertsdale Community.  We 
know that this should come before our need to see each other 
in person for the moment, that this is what Jesus is sending us 
out to do as disciples right now. 
 

 We will still be a church that connects and cares for 
our community and for each other, just one limited by the trag-
edy we are living with at the moment and one we can use for 
the good of us all.   
 

 We will be spreading the word that we are all in this 
together and that no one country or people is responsible for 
this, lest we slip into demonization of one another.   
 

 We will be reminding ourselves that humanity has 
been through difficulties before and has sustained institutions 
and hope through worse than we are experiencing today. 
 

 Being a congregation always means caring for those 
whom we will never meet.  This means caring about and pray-
ing for health care workers, and first responders, who will bear 
the brunt of this pandemic.  This means caring about and pray-
ing for those who are at risk or have fallen ill.  This means keep-
ing our distance and not spreading the virus. 
 

 By making responsible sacrifices in the short term, we 
will save lives in the long run. 
 

 Hold one another in prayer and know that I for sure 
am holding each of you in my prayers and in my heart. 

FROM FR. MARK ’S DESK  


