St John the Baptist/St Adalbert
PHYRE Ministry Policies
2020-2021

During these times of uncertainty, we continue to hold tight to our faith and trust in the presence of our loving God amidst the challenges we are facing. 
The following will outline the program procedures for PHYRE Ministry during these uncertain times. 
Participation 
PHYRE Ministry is open to all youth in grades 6th – 8th grade. 
PHYRE Ministry is a ministry of our church and is an approved program by our Diocese and Pastor

Gatherings are held on Wednesday afternoon following the dismissal of school. Annual calendar is provided in this packet, it will also be available on our parish website www.stjohnbap.org/. Calendar is subject to change based on the spread of COVID and necessary safety protocols

PHYRE Ministry will follow all Social distancing guidelines that are in place following the directive of our Diocese, CDC and Governing bodies	

Program guidelines are as follows and must be followed by all participants
· Maintain a social distance of 6 ft from one another
· Wear a face mask, always
· Hand Sanitizer and extra vigilance on hand cleanliness
· Adhere to the room policies in place as far as usage of facilities
· No outside food or beverage. Water bottles are suggested as water fountains are disabled
· Any craft supplies that are being used will be sanitized after usage. Students will be directed to keep their supplies at their tables for this process to take place. 
· Attendance will be taken at each session. Once present for the session, students are not permitted to leave and then return. 
· Seating locations will be documented for contact tracing purposes
· If your child is feeling ill, please do not send them to PHYRE. If your child or someone in your family has been exposed to anyone who has tested positive or believes they have been in contact with someone who has been exposed to COVID please self-quarantine with the safety of all as the priority.
· Visitors are not permitted into the building during the current Pandemic so our program is closed to visitors.
· All will participate in on site “generalized” Covid Symptom screening which will take place at the start of each session. Any child feeling ill will be moved to our extra room and the parent will be called
· If your child feels ill following attendance at a PHYRE gathering please contact the Office of Faith Formation immediately so the proper steps for safety of all can be followed. 
· Please know that names of participants or volunteers will never be disclosed for any illness including COVID-19.  This is confidentiality of persons and is a direct violation of HIPPA Standards.

Diocesan Statement for all Catholic Schools
“Coronavirus and COVID-19 Warning: The risk of exposure to coronavirus exists anywhere that people (and even pets) are present, especially in larger groups. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the virus spreads easily between people and can cause severe illness and even death. The risk is higher for certain people. Risk factors include being 65 years of age or older or having serious underlying medical conditions. 
By attending a Diocese of Gary School, you voluntarily assume all risk related to exposure to viruses, including the coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 
Enhanced health and safety measures have been recommended to protect each of us. You must follow all posted instructions while attending a Diocese of Gary School.”

Although PHYRE Ministry is a ministry of our parish, our parish and community follow the same guidelines contained in this Diocesan Statement
 
COVID 19 On Site Generalized Symptom Screening:
· Fever of 100.4 or above
· Cough*
· Shortness of breath
· Chills
· Repeated shaking with chills
· Muscle Pain
· Headache*
· Sore throat*
· New loss of taste or smell*
Individuals who exhibit one or more of the above symptoms which are not otherwise explained must stay home from all in person class and events including PHYRE Ministry. If you have any questions or would like to discuss programming options, please feel free to contact the Office of Faith Formation/Youth Ministry at the number listed below. 
Sincerely,
Mrs. Jamie Sandona
Director of Religious Education and Youth Ministry 
219-659-0023
jsandona@stjohnbap.org
