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SAFE AT FAITH FORMATION  
COVID – 19 POLICIES  

2020-2021 
 

We hope that this finds you happy and healthy. On June 26, 2020, Archbishop Rodi posted a video to Facebook that 

contained the guidelines for students going back to class within our Catholic school system. Holy Spirit Elementary then 

developed their campus-specific plan. We will use these same guidelines as we return to  

Faith Formation on Sunday, September 20th.  

 

DROP OFF:  
Class begins at 9:15am. Arrivals are between 9:00am-9:10am. This gives us enough time to do our arrival Covid-19 

procedures and gets your child to class on time. Please be mindful that if you are late, it is disruptive to the class and 

makes things much harder, especially due to our social distancing and sanitizing routines. 

 

We ask that you walk your child(ren) to the front door of the school – doors near the flag pole. Please wear a mask and 

follow the dots in front of the door that help for social distancing. Your child will enter through the front door. Please wait 

outside as we take their temperature. If they are not running a fever, they will have their bag sanitized and then go straight 

to their classroom. Parents are not allowed in the building. Per the Holy Spirit Elementary campus specific-plan, we are 

trying to eliminate contact, therefore, students, volunteers, and staff are the only people allowed in the building barring an 

emergency. Therefore, we will have our volunteers walk the children to their class.  

 

TARDY – After 9:15am, if you walk to the door and there is not a Parish Staff member with a thermometer, please wait. 

(Your child cannot enter the building until their temperature has been taken.)  

 

FOR RAIN – procedures are the same.  

 

PICK-UP 
Catechists will bring each class out to the lawn in front of the school for pick at 10:45am. Each class will be lined up and 

socially distanced. You can either use the carpool lane where a volunteer will call for your child. Or, park in the school 

parking lot and walk up to your student’s catechist to retrieve your child. We will have to maintain social distancing and 

wear masks at all times. Please do not be late!  

 

FOR RAIN- please come to the front door to pick your child up as we will not be lining up outside.  

 

 

MASKS 
Per the Archbishop’s guidelines, all students, volunteers, and staff are required to wear a mask at all times. Students will 

be able to remove masks if they are doing an activity outside and are socially distanced. Otherwise, they must wear the 

mask the entire Faith Formation hour. Please have your child’s mask labeled with their name.  
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TEMPERATURES 
Upon arrival, students, volunteers, and staff will have their temperature checked. Any fever of 99.9 or higher will require 

the person to go home. We will ask that you email once: 1) you’ve done a Covid test (if they have other Covid symptoms) 

2) if they’ve tested positive 3) or when their fever subsides. Please see the Positive or Pending Test policy.  

 

BRING YOUR BAG 
Students will be bringing their Holy Spirit bag each week. You will receive this bag at the initial material pick-up on 

September 13th. This bag will have your child’s curriculum (in-person and distance learning use the same curriculum). 

Your child also needs a pencil box with the assigned supplies. Please see the Supply List. Have all materials labeled with 

your child’s name. We will not use any shared materials. Bags will go home with students each Sunday; we have no space 

to store them in the class. Make sure your student has their curriculum and pencil box each week. They will be sanitized 

each week upon entering the building.  

*Please do not bring food or drinks to class! They will not be allowed.  

**DO NOT put anything additional in their bag. Please check it before sending them in. Our volunteer will also check as 

they sanitize it and will remove anything not needed for Faith Formation.  

 

HALLWAYS 
Hallways at the elementary school are marked on the floor with vinyl circles to visually demonstrate social distancing. 

During the first few weeks of Faith Formation we will have lessons on how to travel down the right side of the hallways 

(as in traffic).  

 

Due to Holy Spirit Elementary policy, parents will no longer be allowed to sit in the hallways or lobby during class time. 

Parents and visitors will not be allowed in the building at any time. Only trained volunteers and staff will be in the 

building with students.  

 

CLASSROOMS 
All students will use desks. Desks will be sanitized on a regular basis. Rooms have been stripped of anything unnecessary 

to allow space for desks to be 6-feet apart. The school has ordered desk shields and they will be installed upon arrival.  

 

Catechists may wear a face shield during the lesson so their face can be seen but will return to a cloth mask before 

working with students individually or in small groups and up close. 

 

When students arrive, they will use hand sanitizer upon entering the classroom. They will go to their assigned seat. (Seats 

must be assigned and kept as to keep record in case someone tests positive for Covid-19.)   

 

BATHROOMS 
Kindergarten through 3rd are in classrooms downstairs and will use in-suite bathrooms. 

 

4th through High School will use communal bathrooms upstairs. They will be asked to limit the number of students in the 

bathroom and will be instructed on how to do this from their catechist.  

 

Bathrooms will be cleaned daily and thoroughly disinfected. Students will be intentionally taught good hygiene skills. 

Catechists will instruct students to wash hands after using the bathroom and will sanitize hands often. 

  

OPT IN or OPT OUT 
We have created this Safe at Faith Formation option, but we understand families may change their mind.  

Each quarter we will send out an email to see if you would like to change your learning format. This is contingent on 

space (in class) as we have a cap to the number of students we can allow in each classroom due to social distancing 

guidelines. We can only accommodate those wishing to return to class quarterly. However, those needing to revert to 

distance learning can do that at any time as a permanent change (for that quarter) or due to illness.  
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CURRICULUM & ATTENDNACE FOR DISTANCE LEARNING  
The curriculum is the same for the students whether they are in class or distance learning and is supplied by the parish. If 

you have to miss a class due to illness, vacation, etc. you can make up the work virtually. Virtual students have a week to 

complete their work.  

If doing your curriculum virtually:  

 

FIRST COMMUNION CURRICLUM - we can see the analytics of what you complete online. We do not need you to do 

anything additional.  

OR 

GOSPEL WEEKLIES – you will need to complete the Weekly Lesson Assessment OR email us with the day/time that 

you did the lesson, a picture, or a brief summary of what was learned.  Weekly Lesson Assessments are short-answer 

written quizzes in which a student can show what they have learned from the week’s lesson. If an answer is incorrect, the 

online system prompts you to change it. We will strictly use this as our way of keeping attendance. We do not grade this 

nor do we use a religion test as a sign of a child’s faith.  

 

WELLNESS QUESTIONS 
Please review these questions when considering bringing your child to Faith Formation.  

1) Have you been feeling sick in the past 24-48 hours? Do you have a new cough, new loss of taste or smell, or 

shortness of breath or difficulty breathing?  

2) Have you been in contact with anyone who has been suspected of having or has Covid-19?  

3) Have you traveled outside of the state of Alabama in the past week?  

If you have answered yes to any of these questions, please stay home and use the virtual lesson that week. You have one 

week to complete a lesson. Please email the catechist and Faith Formation Office of your absence.  

 

POSITIVE OR PENDING COVID TEST 
If a student or member of his/her household test positive for Covid-19, all students of that family will be required to 

quarantine from Faith Formation as a minimum of 14 days as recommended by the Alabama Department of Public Health 

(ADPH). Quarantine can end after the following criteria have been met:  

• At least 14 days of onset of symptoms  

And 

• At least 3 days (72 hours) after recovery 

 

“Recovery” is defined as resolution of fever without the use of fever reducing medication with progressive improvement 

OR resolution of other symptoms.   

Once a report of a positive test is made to the Faith Formation Office, all parents with children in the class will be notified 

via email. In addition, we will have to notify Holy Spirit Elementary.  

 

If a student from a household with a pending Covid-19 test, all students from that household must quarantine until they 

have the final test results.  

 

A student who is required to quarantine will participate in distance learning to complete lessons. They may return to class 

following quarantine and positive test guidelines if you so choose.  

 

 

TRAINED VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF 
The above policies apply to volunteers and staff members.  


