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Dear MGC Family, 

This week is a very special week! Not only have we almost navigated 
our way through week two of virtual school, but also we honor all the 
men and women who gave their lives to save others on that fateful day 
of September 11, 2001. For those of us who lived through that time, we 
will never forget the tragedy of the terrorist attack that shook Americans 
to the core.  I encourage all to take the time to honor and remember this 
day in our tumultuous history. Let this day continue to remind us that 
our strength lies in our unity not in our division.  

It was nice to see many of you at our Pop In & Pick Up event on August 31.  Starting this week, Kidmail will be 
sent weekly to help keep you updated. I am excited to start the new year as your principal. As many of you 
know, I am not new to MGC. I have taught Middle School ELA for the past twelve years, and have been 
teaching in general for the past twenty years. MGC has always been my heart-I was even baptized here! Always 
proud to be MGC!  

If you have any questions, concerns, or comments, you can reach me at (414) 442-7600 extension 119, or via 
email johnston@mgcparish.org. I am looking forward to a great year together! 

In Faith, 
Rachel Johnston 
Principal 

CHOOSE LOVE! 
Choose Love is our new theme for the 2020-2021 school year. We will be 
working on ways that each of us can choose love instead of hate. If you see 
someone – a teacher, staff member, parent, or student engaging in an act of 
selfless love and kindness to others, please let Mrs. Johnston know so we can 
recognize them in a future edition of KidMail. 
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   Virtual Learning 

  We have embarked upon our new journey of learning in a virtual landscape. As this is new to all of us, we are 
working diligently to fix some of the glitches. We appreciate your patience and feedback.  
A couple of reminders: 

● Make sure that your child is logging in daily. If he/she is unable to engage in virtual learning that day, 
please contact the main office and report the absence to the school secretary and let the homeroom 
teacher know 

● Feel free to contact or set up a virtual conference with your child’s teacher if your child is having 
difficulties or needs help 

● Masses can be accessed through MGC’s website (http://mgcparish.org) 
● Academic success is important. MGC continues to have high expectations. Assignments are expected to 

be turned in on time unless an arrangement was made with the teacher. 
● Behavioral expectations during live conferencing style teaching is the same as expected for in-person 

classes (students should be wearing uniform shirts, not eating/drinking or on another device, using MGC 
language only, and making appropriate comments-MGC teachers will screenshot inappropriate 
comments or bullying) 

● MGC’s website has many free educational resources to help students with learning and research 
● Students are required to use their MGC email only for communication and safety purposes! 

ECP & K3 
We are still accepting enrollment for K3 and ECP! We are also accepting registration for our Extended Care 
Program now open from 6:30-6:00 p.m. Priority is given to students 3-9 years of age. We can make 
accommodations for children 10 years and older if they belong to families of multiple children. Parents who 
qualify for Wisconsin Shares may receive special authorization from their worker to be in extended care during 
virtual hours as long as other requirements are met.  Private pay would qualify for regular rates. Please contact 
Ms. Mindy Kwiatkoski our ECP director at (414) 442-7600 extension 123 if you have any questions or if you 
are interested in registering. 

K3 currently has many openings. This class is being offered in-person. If you are interested in enrolling, please 
contact Mrs. Johnston extension  (414) 442-7600 extension 119.  

Drive Through Lunch Program  

Currently, MGC students are eligible to receive a free breakfast and lunch for a two day 
period through our new drive through program. In order to take advantage of this great 
opportunity.  Pickup times are from 10:30-12:30 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  
MGC Families can pick up meals in the Breezeway lot (by the playground equipment.) 
Masks must be worn during pick up! 

● Please register using this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0545AAA923ABFB6-drive 
● Register using the Parent/Guardian last name and number of meals you will need for your MGC student 

http://mgcparish.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0545AAA923ABFB6-drive


WALK IN SUPPORT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION! 
2020 Virtual Soles for Catholic Education Walk - Saturday, October 17 | 10 a.m. 
Although we won’t all be walking together on October 17, the Soles for Catholic Education 
Walk still provides a day for all Archdiocese of Milwaukee schools and parishes to celebrate 
Catholic education, build community and raise much-needed funds that remain at each 
school. 

Walkers from each school are asked to raise money to help their school reach their fundraising goal. The 
money raised by each school will receive a proportional match from the sponsorship dollars donated by our 
wonderful Walk Sponsors. The percentage of matching funds each school receives will be based proportionally 
on how much the school raises compared to how much is donated by sponsors. The maximum amount of the 
match per school is $5,000. Your donation stays at the Catholic school of your choice! 

Join MGC at the virtual Soles Walk on October 17. Register at: https://www.catholicschoolswalk.org/Soles-
Walk 

MGC Teacher Feature  

Mother of Good Counsel is blessed to have such good people in their employ. In a perfect world we could 
introduce you face to face but in our current state introducing you virtually/this way is the best we can do.  Each 
week we will introduce you to a valued member of our staff in our Teacher Feature.  

Mrs. Hayley Thomas  
1st grade teacher  

Mrs. Thomas was born and raised in Milwaukee. She is a proud Alverno College graduate 
and has been teaching at MGC for 11 years.  She spent the summer with her family and 
was able to enjoy trips to the zoo. Mrs. Thomas loves, loves, loves the Brewers! Have you 
read the book, Imogene’s Antlers? It is her children’s book recommendation. “The 
pictures are hilarious and just make you laugh.” Her favorite movie of all time is “The 
Lion King.” Mrs. Thomas’ favorite thing about being a teacher is…helping kids learn to 
read.   

Mrs. Thomas – you make us proud to be MGC!  

 
Read! Read! Read! 
According to CBS’s Sunday Morning, the greatest single indicator of high academic 
achievement and high ACT scores is reading to children - not flash cards, not 
workbooks, not fancy preschools, not blinking toys or computers, but Mom or Dad 
taking the time every day or night (or both!) to sit and read them wonderful books! 
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Forms 
Have you completed all of your back-to-school forms?. Please make sure that we have all 
necessary information.  If you have not completed and returned your forms, please sit down 
tonight and do so.It is imperative that parents keep us informed about contact 
information.  If your address, phone number, employment, etc., change you must contact the 
office immediately.  Just imagine if your child is injured or sick, and we can’t reach you 
because you have not informed us of changes.  This is every parent’s responsibility! 

MGC’s Website 
Have you checked-out MGC’s website (www.mgcparish.org)?  If not, please do so.  You’ll find a great deal of 
information about our church and school.  The hot lunch menu is posted there so you don’t have to worry about 
losing yours.  Current and past editions of KidMail are also posted there.  There are also many great student 
resources available through the library page.  Don’t miss this great resource! 

!  
Did you know??? 
MGC is on Facebook!!! 
Be sure to “like” MGC.  Look for Mother of Good Counsel Grade 
School.  There is a picture of our school building.  It’s a great way to 
receive updates and reminders. Be sure to like, follow & share! 

https://www.facebook.com/  
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https://www.facebook.com/


MGC School Calendar  
2020-2021 

School Hours:   
K4-8th Grade:  7:20 AM – 3:15 PM 
K4 half day: 7:20 AM – 11:15 AM 

K3: 7:40 – 11:00 AM 

!  

● 1 - First Full Day of School for 1st - 8th Grade 
● 4 - 11:30 Dismissal  
● 7 - No School - Labor Day 
● 8 - First day for K3/K4/K5 Students 

!  

● 8 & 9 - No School - Archdiocese of Milwaukee In-service Days for Teachers  
● 17 - Virtual Walk for Catholic Education 

!  

● 21 & 28 - Virtual Parent/Teacher Conference  
● 25 - 11:30 Dismissal  
● 26 & 27 - No School - Thanksgiving Break 

All dates are subject to change with notice. 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to check KidMail each Wednesday for regular updates. 

MGC’s Extended Care Program is fully licensed.   
Children must be registered with all completed paperwork turned in. ECP is open on most days when school is 
not in session, but children must be pre-registered.Parents/guardians are responsible for all ECP fees; failure to 

pay may result in dismissal from the program.


