
  
 

 
	
 

 
Dear MGC Family, 
 
I am happy to report that as I walk around the MGC building, I am seeing our students engage in many 
great educational experiences and opportunities. Each class is working hard on improving their 
reading, math and writing skills. This trimester, teachers are asking students to demonstrate their 
application and understanding of the learning standards through project-based learning. Project-based 
learning is an innovative way for students to demonstrate their  critical thinking skills and mastery of 
standards through various mediums and projects. You may hear your children practicing for 
presentations, or see them working on research, or drawing a picture or using computer graphics. Each 
month, I hope to be able to showcase some of the kids’ fantastic work here in our newsletter. 
 
As I taught English Language Arts for nearly twenty years, I may be biased, but I cannot emphasize 
enough the importance of nightly reading for twenty minutes or more. As our children begin to grow 
up in a digitalized world, their reading, writing, language, and math skills have never been more called 
upon for success in their futures. Here at MGC, we use the Accelerated Reading Program to promote 
literacy. Children are able to pick books of their choosing on their individualized reading levels. 
However, it requires daily reading! Reading a book with your child, asking them questions about what 
they are reading, asking them their opinions on what they are reading, and setting up a reading 
environment that is quiet with minimal distractions are some ways to support your child’s reading. 
Students are always encouraged to take notes and study before AR testing. Furthermore, I would 
encourage you and your child to visit https://www.mgcparish.org/skills-review-links a page on our 
website to practice math facts. Our assessments show that students are lacking in basic math skills. 
Even asking students to help budget for groceries, count money, or for young children to count a jar of 
beans or marbles, are easy ways to promote a strong math sense in your child. Small efforts can 
sometimes make a big difference. 
 
I encourage you to check PowerSchool or check in with your child’s teacher if you have any questions 
or concerns about your child’s progress. Please read on for more information on conferences coming 
up in February. 
 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns. I can be reached via email at 
Johnston@mgcparish.org or by phone at (414) 442-7600 ext. 119. Your feedback is always appreciated. 
 
In Faith, 
Rachel Johnston 
Principal 
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Dates of Importance 
Jan. 30 – Feb. 5 – Catholic Schools’ Week 
Feb. 1 – Open enrollment opens for Choice  
Feb. 10 – 11:30 Dismissal, Parent/Teacher Conferences – Online 1-7 PM 
Feb. 11 – Teacher In-Service, no school 
 
Catholic Schools Week 

 
Next week is Catholic Schools Week, a time where we celebrate Catholic 
education. This is a yearly event where we have fun and celebrate being together 
here at Mother of Good Counsel, a Catholic School. There are daily events and 
activities planned for the students. Each day there is a different theme for students 
they can follow to get out of wearing their uniform. If they choose not to follow 
the rules of the day, then students need to wear their uniform. Here is a link that 
will give you more details for each day.  

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/CSW22/CSW22%20Flyer.pdf  
 
Black History Month 
 
February is the month when we celebrate Black History. At MGC we will be 
covering many varied experiences and stories, from Roots in Africa to Slavery to 
Civil Rights to Current Status to Future Legacies and everything in between. 
Click on the link to see the flyer which gives more details. 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/School/BHM22Flyer.pdf  
 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
Conferences will be held on February 10, 2022 from 1:00-7:00p.m. Please be aware that February 10th 
is an early dismissal day of 11:30. Due to the new COVID surge, this round of conferences will be 
conducted virtually through either Google Meets or Zoom. Conferences are mandatory for students 
who are being requested. If you would like to meet about any concerns please contact your child’s 
teacher by February 1, 2022 to schedule. Please look for invites and emails from your child’s teachers 
concerning conferences. For some students, this might be a very critical conference as we begin to look 
toward next year and grade promotions. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding 
conferences. 
 
Snowball Promise 

 
Students will be bringing home snowball promises that will need to be discussed as a family 
then signed and returned to school. 

 



February Menus 
 
February begins next week, here is the lunch menu for February 
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/LunchMenu/Feb22Menus.pdf 

 
Breaking News   
 
MGC ECP is hiring! If you love children and have a high school diploma call 
to find out about full or part time opportunities. 
 
MGC Home and School Committee and School Committee  
Both of these school organizations need new members. If you would like to volunteer, contact Mrs. 
Johnston. 
 
More details about all openings may be found at the following link. 
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/School/Opportunities%20at%20MGC.pdf 
 
It’s Cold Out There 

 
It’s that time of year. Remember students do go outside for recess even in 
winter. Students need to be prepared with proper winter clothing. Proper 
winter clothing includes winter jackets that are lined, waterproof boots (not 
fashion boots), mittens/gloves, hats, scarves, and if appropriate snow pants. If 
you are in need of these items, please contact the principal or school 
secretary for assistance. 
 
Weather Regulations 

 
When there is a question of whether the school will be opening for the day 
because of extreme weather conditions, Archdiocesan regulations require 
that the school follow the Milwaukee Public School system. The decision not 
to open is usually made before 6:00 AM on the day in question and is 
announced on local radio and TV stations. If the announcement is made that 
MPS schools are closed due to inclement weather, MGC will also be  
the parish offices are also closed. However, if MPS is not in session, or for 

some reason fails to close, an independent decision will be made for MGC. This decision will be made 
by the Principal and the Pastor. The announcement will be made on local television and radio stations. 
Additionally, if MGC closes independently of MPS, an e-mail will be sent and local TV/radio stations 
will be informed. MGC will not close early due to inclement weather. However, parents are welcome 
to come to school and pick up their children if they deem that to be in their family’s best interest. If 
MPS closes early or fails to open due to staffing concerns, that will not affect MGC. 
 
 



Free COVID Tests 
 
Every household is eligible to receive four free COVID tests. Follow this link to learn more and sign 
up for your free tests https://www.covidtests.gov/ 
 
Chromebooks 
 
You are still able to borrow Chromebooks for the school year. The deposit of $85.00 
per Chromebook is due before the Chromebook can be assigned to the student. This 
deposit will be returned when the Chromebook is returned and in good condition. 
Please let Ms. Schwartz (schwartz@mgcparish.org ) know if you want a Chromebook 
and when you will be picking it up. 
Pick Up Reminders 
 
I ask that you comply with our pick up procedures at the end of the day by not parking on 68th Street. 
No one is to ever walk in the gate where cars exit. Vehicles DO NOT STOP on 68th Street! Children 
are never to cross the street unattended. If students need to cross 68th Street, they are to do so at the 
designated crosswalk, following the traffic light off of Lisbon Avenue. We never want to put our most 
precious gifts, the children, in harm’s way. We know that reckless driving has increased exponentially 
in the last year. Please be safe!!! 
 
Do You Shop on Amazon???  
 

 
We bet you do! Did you know that Amazon gives money to MGC for every 
purchase you make IF you simply go to AmazonSmile and have chosen 
Mother of Good Counsel, Milwaukee as your charity. This is a great 
opportunity for our school to earn money without any type of fundraising. 
PLEASE take this simple step to assist our school in fundraising. This is a 
painless way to fundraise!  We received a deposit of $87.78 for July-
September. Just think how much money we could generate if everyone 

participated. AmazonSmile works just the same as Prime. Here is the link: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0984894 

 
MGC’s Website 
 
Have you checked-out MGC’s website (www.mgcparish.org)?  If not, please do so.  You’ll find a great 
deal of information about our church and school.  The hot lunch menu is posted there so you don’t 
have to worry about losing yours.  Current and past editions of KidMail are also posted there.  There 
are also many great student resources available through the library page.  Don’t miss this great 
resource! 

 



MGC School Calendar 

2021-2022 
 

ALL students are expected to arrive on time and to be picked up on time. 
Students may start arriving at 7:30AM. 

 
 

 
  
 30 - 2/5 Catholic Schools Week 
 
 
 

 
 
1 – Open Enrollment for School Choice begins – Online Registration 
10 – 11:30 dismissal, Parent/Teacher Conferences 
11 – Archdiocese In-service, no school 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      4 – 11:30 Dismissal, End of Trimester 2    
       11 – Teacher In-service, no school 
  21 – Forward Testing starts (ends April 29) 
       28 – Teacher In-service, no school 
 

 
 

 
 

All dates are subject to change with notice. 
 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to check KidMail each Thursday for regular updates. 
 

MGC’s Extended Care Program is fully licensed. 
Children must be registered with all completed paperwork turned in. 

ECP is open on most days when school is not in session, but children must be pre-registered. 
Parents/guardians are responsible for all ECP fees; failure to pay may result in dismissal from the program. 


