
  
 
 
	
 
 
 

Dear MGC Family, 
 
It’s that time of year that feels so magical. I love the energy of the anticipation of Christmas. Students 
are working hard this Advent season to prepare for the coming of our Lord. We are working on the 
many ways to show and express our kindness to one another, but many students are struggling. I ask 
that you talk with your child about what it means to be kind. Mother of Good Counsel Catholic School 
is a community committed to serving, learning, loving, and living lives on integrity as Christ did. This 
is our mission statement.  To truly live lives of integrity, we as adults must model it for our youth, and 
we must encourage peaceful conflict and resolution. There is no problem that we cannot talk out or 
come to an understanding. Furthermore, I want to highlight the following school rules that are put in 
place to make MGC a fun and safe learning environment for all learners. The following are long 
standing strictly prohibited behavior, and yet I am seeing an unprecedented number of violations and 
children in my office for the following infractions starting with grade 1. Please review with your child 
as well as your expectations and essential reminders for their behavior: 
 
Note: Bold-faced violations can result in immediate expulsion from Mother of Good Counsel: 
 

• Starting rumors and gossip is not allowed. Making a threat of violence is strictly 
prohibited. 

• Provoking verbal or physical fights. Confronting others on the playground or cafeteria as 
a way of intimidation is not allowed. 

• Pushing, shoving, punching, using objects to hit others is a serious offense. As we strive to 
live as Christ did, we ask students to take a time out, find an adult to help resolve the conflict 
before retaliating. 

• MGC language includes using polite and respectful language. Students are to respond to 
teachers using their professional title and with a respectful tone. And by no means do we allow 
language that includes profanity or language of a sexual nature. 

• School is a place to learn and practice our faith. There are certain topics that can be talked 
about with trusted adults or our school counselor. The cafeteria and the playground is not an 
appropriate place to discuss matters of a sexual nature or to discuss movies, music or film that 
is not appropriate for school or G rated. For example, games such as “Fortnight” and  “Grand 
Theft Auto” are not appropriate for children under the age of 13 (GTA is for 17 and older) and 
shows such as “Squid Game” available on Netflix are rated “R” and should not be fodder for 
reenactment or discussion in school. As a Catholic School, we do not condone violent video 
games or movies. Please be aware that inappropriate content that can be accessed through on-
line gaming, watching unfiltered YouTube or Tik Tok videos, or streaming of R and X rated 
movies has serious impacts and can have a profound negative influence on your child. Please 
monitor your child’s on-line usage, phone usage, and social media usage. Discuss with 
them the dangers and establish clear guidelines. 
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• Bullying will not be tolerated. This includes put-downs, repeated name-calling, touching other 
students’ possessions without permission, body-shaming, provoking fights and not respecting 
personal space. 

• Destruction of school property is a serious offense. Graffiti, throwing books and textbooks in 
the room, purposefully breaking pens, or drawing on or damaging computer equipment or 
drawing on desks. Students are also not to draw on their arms or hands. 

• Cellphones are not allowed to be out or on anywhere on the school campus including before 
and after school. All communications home should go through our main office. Students are not 
allowed to text anyone throughout the day. Phones are to be kept out of sight in a bag or 
collected and locked in a designated box in the classroom. Cellphones are also not to be 
allowed in the Extended Care Program. 

• Students are expected to approach all staff members with kindness and respect including the 
teaching staff, administrative staff, cafeteria staff, maintenance staff, and the recess supervisors. 
Rolling eyes, ignoring or refusing to respond to questions, answering in a flippant tone, giving 
an insolent look, or refusing to do what is being asked constitutes disrespectful behavior. 

 
I think we can all agree that we want a school that is a positive experience for all students.  I need your 
help in talking with your child. We all need to do our part to contribute to a more positive learning 
environment. It truly does take a village! I appreciate all your help and support. Please feel free to 
reach out to me with any questions or concerns. I can be reached at johnston@mgcparish.org. Please 
leave a message at my extension (414) 442-7600 extension 119. If you need to meet with me, please 
make an appointment. 
 
 
In Faith, 
Rachel Johnston 
Principal 
 
Dates of Importance 
 
Dec. 17 – Pink shirt and uniform pants 
Dec. 20 – Wear red, green and white 
Dec. 21 – Wear purple 
Dec. 22 – Wear all out crazy Christmas, Nativity Play, 11:30 Dismissal and Christmas Vacation begins 
Calendar Change: We will have school Friday, January 14. We will be off Monday and Tuesday, 
January 17 and 18 
 
Advent 
 
Heavenly Father, This third week of Advent, let us remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth has the 
power to bring us great joy this Christmas season. Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in our 
life, in our world, or the people that we are with. It doesn’t depend on the gifts we give or the gifts we 
find under the tree. No earthly thing can ever give us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. That joy 
that flooded the hearts of the shepherds, the angels, the wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and 
Joseph is the joy that still has the power to overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing.  
https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/advent-prayers-week-three-the-joy-of-advent.html 



 
Christmas Concert 
 
This year’s Christmas Concert is virtual. Some classes have already performed 
and were taped. The entire concert will be on the mgcparish.org website. When 
the concert is uploaded, you will receive directions on how to access it. 

 
It’s Cold Out There 
 
It’s that time of year. Remember students do go outside for recess even in 
winter. Students need to be prepared with proper winter clothing. Proper 
winter clothing includes winter jackets that are lined, waterproof boots 
(not fashion boots), mittens/gloves, hats, scarves, and if appropriate snow 
pants. If you are in need of these items, please contact the principal or 
school secretary for assistance. 
 
Weather Regulations 

 
When there is a question of whether the school will be opening for the day 
because of extreme weather conditions, Archdiocesan regulations require 
that the school follow the Milwaukee Public School system. The decision 
not to open is usually made before 6:00 AM on the day in question and is 
announced on local radio and TV stations. If the announcement is made 
that MPS schools are closed due to inclement weather, MGC will also be  
the parish offices are also closed. However, if MPS is not in session, or for 

some reason fails to close, an independent decision will be made for MGC. This decision will be made 
by the Principal and the Pastor. The announcement will be made on local television and radio stations. 
Additionally, if MGC closes independently of MPS, an e-mail will be sent and local TV/radio stations 
will be informed. MGC will not close early due to inclement weather. However, parents are welcome 
to come to school and pick up their children if they deem that to be in their family’s best interest. If 
MPS closes early or fails to open due to staffing concerns, that will not affect MGC. 
 

Forms 
 
We are missing many forms. Copies of these missing forms were sent home on Tuesday and 
Wednesday to those who need to complete them. Please make sure you finish the forms and return 
them to school as soon as possible. 
 
Basket Ball 
 
Schedules for the 6th and 8th grade teams are on the MGC Webpage. You may access them here 
https://www.mgcparish.org/basketball.  
 



 
Uniform Reminders: 

 
• Boots are not allowed in the building, clean shoes should be brought in a plastic or cloth bag 

and properly stored 
• Crocs are not appropriate shoes for school  
• Dyed hair is not allowed 
• Students in grades 5 and below are allowed to wear navy blue pants only 
• Undershirts must be white or match the uniform, no colored shirts 
• Hats, coats, and jackets are not allowed to be worn inside the building 
• Cold and wet weather requires proper clothing such as winter coats, winter boots, snow pants, 

hat, scarves and mittens/gloves 
• Students are not allowed to wear shoes that light up 
• Bracelets are not allowed and hair ties are not be worn as bracelets 
• Hair accessories are to match the uniform colors 

 
Important Reminders for Drop-off and Pick-up: 

• Please stream through the screening line. Staff will not come out on 68th street or 
Lisbon Avenue to provide COVID screening. 

• Staff reports for duty at 7:30. Students are not permitted on campus unsupervised before this 
time. 

• Students are expected to arrive daily wearing a clean mask. We are running low! 
• Students are to be picked up on time at the end of the day. Please call the main office if you 

need help with enrolling in our Extended Care Program. 
 
MGC’s Website 
 
Have you checked-out MGC’s website (www.mgcparish.org)?  If not, please do so.  You’ll 
find a great deal of information about our church and school.  The hot lunch menu is posted 
there so you don’t have to worry about losing yours.  Current and past editions of KidMail 
are also posted there.  There are also many great student resources available through the 
library page.  Don’t miss this great resource! 
 
 
Do You Shop on Amazon???  
 
 
We bet you do! Did you know that Amazon gives money to MGC for every 
purchase you make IF you simply go to AmazonSmile and have chosen Mother 
of Good Counsel, Milwaukee as your charity. This is a great opportunity for our 
school to earn money without any type of fundraising. PLEASE take this simple 
step to assist our school in fundraising. This is a painless way to fundraise!  We 
received a deposit of $87.78 for July-September. Just think how much money 



we could generate if everyone participated. AmazonSmile works just the same as Prime. Here is the 
link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0984894 

MGC School Calendar 

2021-2022 
 

ALL students are expected to arrive on time and to be picked up on time. 
Students may start arriving at 7:30AM. 

 
 

17 – Pink shirt and uniform pants 
20 – Wear red, green and white 
21 – Wear purple 

            22 – Wear all out crazy Christmas 
            22 – 11:30 dismissal, Christmas Vacation begins 
 

 
 

 
 

 3 – Students return 
 17 – No school – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 18 – Teachers’ In-service Day No school 
 30 - 2/5 Catholic Schools Week 

 
 

 
All dates are subject to change with notice. 

 
Parents/guardians are encouraged to check KidMail each Thursday for regular updates. 

 
MGC’s Extended Care Program is fully licensed. 

Children must be registered with all completed paperwork turned in. 
ECP is open on most days when school is not in session, but children must be pre-registered. 

Parents/guardians are responsible for all ECP fees; failure to pay may result in dismissal from the program. 


