
   
  
 
	
 

 
Dear MGC Family, 
 
Students are off to a good star this year. These first few weeks we are getting back into the work and 
routine of school. Now is a good time to focus on schoolwork before we begin our Catholic Schools 
Week celebrations in a couple of weeks. (You know we like to go BIG!) As we approach the fourth week 
of the 2nd trimester, I also encourage you to check in on your child’s grades and Accelerated Reading 
progress. At this point, for children in grades 2-8, we should be seeing some progress points in reading. 
It’s so important that we help motivate and encourage the children to read nightly. Strong literacy skills 
also bring strong success in school and beyond. For those in grades 5-8 who are in basketball, maintaining 
grades and independent reading is an essential part of eligibility to participate in games. Grades will be 
reviewed on January 17.  
  
As always, it takes a village. I appreciate your support in providing masks through the end of this week. 
It’s clear we still face some challenges as we navigate through this flu/COVID season. Keeping healthy is 
crucial to keeping our doors open for in person instruction. We know this is the best way for our students 
to learn.  
 
As always, please feel free to reach out about any questions or concerns. I can be reached at                   
(414) 442-7600 ext. 119 or johnston@mgcparish.org. 
 
In Faith, 
Rachel Johnston 
Principal 
 

"Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of true education."  Dr. Martin Luther 
King—“The Purpose of Education” from Morehouse College student newspaper, The Maroon Tiger, 1947 

Dates of Importance  
Jan. 13 – Be Cozy Day – wear sweats and/or flannel and fleece 
Jan. 16 – No school -  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan. 18 -  Be Kind Day – wear your Be Kind Shirt – uniform bottoms 
Jan. 30 – 2/3 – Catholic Schools Week 
 
January 13-Be Cozy  
Just a reminder that this Friday, January 13, is BE COZY day! Students are allowed to wear 
sweaters, sweat pants, fleece, flannels, track suits, and scarves. Students are not allowed to wear pajamas, 
onesies, slippers or crocs. Please contact Mrs. Johnston or the main office if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

KidMail	
January 11, 2023 



Attendance and Tardies 
 
Part of what sets children up for success is consistent attendance. With consistent attendance comes 
consistent learning. We are still seeing a lot of unexcused tardies and absences. Please know that 
attendance is taken into consideration when we look to grade promotion. Students are legally allowed ten 
excused absences, after that a student is considered truant. More importantly, showing up late daily is 
problematic. Students can miss breakfast, morning brain starters, and most importantly, the time we come 
together as a community to pray. This is a great way to start our day positively, focus and center ourselves 
to prepare to learn. This is just as important as their math lesson! Students who come late miss this vital 
part of our day. Please make an effort to drop off students by 7:50 a.m. to give them the best opportunity 
to learn-mind, body and spirit. 
 

Extended Care Program 
 
Please use the new the entrance on 68th Street only. The Lisbon entrance has been closed permanently. 
Many of you received a letter about overdue balances for this school year. I would like to remind parents 
that if you have not contacted me or Mrs. Berthold concerning these balances, we will need to suspend 
services until an arrangement can be made. This is happening as soon as next week! Please contact us 
immediately to resolve these issues. Unfortunately we do not have extra funding to provide free childcare, 
but some of you may qualify for aid through Wisconsin Shares Program. K3/K4 students with balances 
that are full day will be reduced to half day if payment arrangements are not made.  
 

Choice Enrollment Changes 2023-2024 
 
Open enrollment for the Milwaukee Choice program starts February 1. This year we will be adding some 
seats for the State Choice program. The State Choice program has enrollment February 1 – late April. So 
if you know of anyone who is looking for a wonderful school but doesn’t live in Milwaukee – they can 
still apply to MGC!  
 
Winter Weather 
 
Parents are reminded to make certain that children come to school with appropriate 
winter clothing.  Students should have warm coats, boots, snow pants, hats, scarves, 
gloves/mittens, etc.  If at all possible, we take the children outside for recess.  The fresh 
air is good for them, but they must be dressed appropriately.  Children who do not have 
appropriate wear will not be allowed to play in the snow, and that is most unfortunate. In 
addition to outdoor wear, it is important for children to wear school sweatshirts or 
sweaters to school.  We try to keep the temperature comfortable in the classrooms, but it certainly helps if 
children have sweaters or sweatshirts.  Be sure that what your child brings to school is in line with the 
uniform code.  Check the handbook if you are uncertain. 
 
School Committee Minutes 
 
December meeting minutes may be found online on the School News Page or you may use the link here: 
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/SCM%20Minutes/22-23/Dec%2022%20SCMMin.pdf 
 



 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 These students were  
                    “caught” sharing, 
                    showing concern and  
                    cleaning without 
                    being asked. Way to go!!!  
 
 
 
 
Weather Regulations 

 
When there is a question of whether the school will be opening for the day because 
of extreme weather conditions, Archdiocesan regulations require that the school 
follow the Milwaukee Public School system. The decision not to open is usually 
made before 6:00 AM on the day in question and is announced on local radio 
and TV stations. If the announcement is made that MPS schools are closed due 
to inclement weather, MGC will also be closed. 
 

Whenever the school is closed due to inclement weather, ECP and the parish offices are also closed. 
However, if MPS is not in session, or for some reason fails to close, an independent decision will be made 
for MGC. This decision will be made by Mrs. Johnston and Fr. Reed. The announcement will be made on 
local television and radio stations. Additionally, if MGC closes independently of MPS, an e-mail and text 
will be sent and local TV/radio stations will be informed. 
 
MGC will not close early due to inclement weather.  However, parents are welcome to come to school 
and pick up their children if they deem that to be in their family’s best interest. 
 
If MPS closes early or fails to open due to staffing concerns, MGC will not be affected. 
 
 
 
 

You make us Proud 
to Be MGC! 

MGC SHOUT OUTS!  
  Kindness Corner 



Volunteers Needed 
 

Volunteers needed for Home and School, School Committee and Athletics Board! 
Be the change! We are seeking volunteers to represent community voices on a number 
of committees. It’s a great way to get involved. Please contact Principal Johnston or the 
school secretary Mrs. Barb Berthold in the main office if you’re interested. 

 
MGC’s Website 
Have you checked-out MGC’s website (www.mgcparish.org)?  If not, please do so.  
You’ll find a great deal of information about our church and school.  The hot lunch 
menu is posted there so you don’t have to worry about losing yours.  Current and past 
editions of KidMail are also posted there.  There are also many great student 
resources available through the library page.  Don’t miss this great resource! 
https://www.mgcparish.org/school-library 

 
 
Be Kind T-Shirts 
 
You don’t want to miss this opportunity to be seen wearing our “theme” t-shirt on  our Be 
Kind Days (third Wednesday of the month). Thanks to a school parent for helping us make 
this happen. There are long sleeved and short sleeved versions available.Here is a link 
where you can purchase these t-shirts. https://www.shopjaynas.com/products/be-kind-mgc-t-shirts. 
 
 
Do You Shop on Amazon???  

 
We bet you do! Did you know that Amazon gives money to MGC for 
every purchase you make IF you simply go to AmazonSmile and have 
chosen Mother of Good Counsel, Milwaukee as your charity. This is a 
great opportunity for our school to earn money without any type of 
fundraising. PLEASE take this simple step to assist our school in 
fundraising. This is a painless way to fundraise!  We received a deposit 
of $90.08 last month for the months of July-September. Just think how 
much money we could generate if everyone participated. AmazonSmile 
works just the same as Amazon Prime. Here is the link: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0984894 
 
Like us on Facebook and Instagram 
 

We hope you will “like and follow” us on Facebook! We post MGC School news, pictures, 
updates and more on the page so be sure to “follow” us.   
 
https://www.facebook.com/MGCMilwaukeeWI  

                On Instagram we are @mgcparish 



 
MGC School Calendar 

 2022-2023  
ALL students are expected to arrive on time and to be picked up on time. 

Students may start arriving at 7:35 AM 
  

13 – Be Cozy Day  
16 - No School – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
18 – Be Kind Day – wear your Be Kind shirt with uniform bottoms 
30 - 2/4 - Catholic Schools Week 
 
 
 

1 - 4 - Catholic Schools Week continues  
1 - Open Enrollment for School Choice begins - Online 
Registration!!!!  
8 – 100th Day of School  
9 – 11:30 Dismissal, Parent/Teacher Conferences  
10 – Archdiocese In-service, no school  
14 – St. Valentine’s Day, wear red, pink, white and/or purple  
14 – School Committee Meeting  
15 – Wear your Be Kind shirt  
21 – Mardi Gras  
22 – Ash Wednesday  
28 – Accreditation Day – No Free Dress Coupons 

 
Full calendar may be found on the School News page https://www.mgcparish.org/school-news 
 

All dates are subject to change without notice. 
 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to check KidMail each Wednesday for regular updates. 
 

MGC’s Extended Care Program is fully licensed. 
Children must be registered with all completed paperwork turned in. 

ECP is open on most days when school is not in session, but children must be pre-registered. 
Parents/guardians are responsible for all ECP fees; failure to pay may result in dismissal from the program. 

 
 

Mother of Good Counsel Catholic School is an inclusive urban community committed to: 
serving, learning, loving, and living lives of integrity as Christ did. 


