
   

 
  
 
 
 

Dear MGC Family, 
 
Happy Catholic Schools Week!  We are in the midst of celebrating the gift of Catholic education. The 
kids have had a lot of fun this week participating in activities such as bingo with buddies, guess the 
amount of candy in the jar (win the jar!), guess the baby picture of a staff member, random dance 
sessions, drop everything and read, and making cards for veterans and Fr. Reed, and there’s still more to 
come. We still have a few more days to celebrate the blessing of an education that demands high standards 
for academics while also building character and integrity. Our mission statement calls for us to use our 
Catholic education to serve and love another in Christ’s image.  
 
“Mother of Good Counsel is an inclusive urban community committed to serving, learning, loving, and 
living lives of integrity like Christ did.” 
 
February is also a very exciting time for MGC. First of all, we celebrate Black History Month. I hope you 
will take some time to read our flyer that describes the projects students will be working on this month. 
MGC currently practices project-based learning. This learning and assessment strategy requires students 
to apply their skills to learn more deeply and richly about a number of important topics. Although we still 
use some traditional assessments such as tests and quizzes, projects allow students to customize work that 
matches their abilities and strengths. I am very excited to see their Black History Month projects and 
presentations. Later this month, we celebrate kindness and love by honoring Saint Valentine. And finally, 
we also will be preparing for the Lenten season with our traditional Mardi Gras carnival put on by our 8th 
grade leaders! It’s sure to be a good time. 
 
At this time, you should have received conference forms. Conferences are next Thursday, February 9, 
2023. If a teacher has requested a conference, this will be mandatory. I cannot emphasize enough the 
importance of working with your child’s teacher to provide support and reinforcement at home. I am 
seeing a lot of reports come across my desk for missing work and students not attempting to make their 
accelerated reading goals. Students who are not making measurable progress in courses such as math or 
reading may be looking at grade retention or mandatory summer school. Furthermore, I want to remind 
parents that excessive tardies, excessive early pick-ups, and excessive absences can also result in grade 
retention. Any student who has missed more than 10 days as is permitted by law, can potentially miss 
grade promotion if academic progress is negatively affected. Simply students cannot pass without proper 
attendance at school. Each grade level presents more levels of learning complexity and higher learning 
standards.  However, as I always say, it takes a village, so please reach out to your child’s teacher if you 
have concerns or need an update on your child’s progress. 
 
As always, feel free to reach out to me with any questions, comments or concerns. I can be reached at 
johnston@mgcparish.org or you can leave a message at (414) 442-7600 extension 119. Your feedback is 
always appreciated. 
 
In Faith, 
Rachel Johnston 
Principal 

KidMail	
February 1, 2023 



Dates of Importance 
Feb 1 – 3 – Catholic Schools Week – Details on the School News Page     
  https://www.mgcparish.org/school-news  
Feb. 1 – Open Enrollment starts for both Milwaukee Choice and Wisconsin Choice 
Feb. 9 – Conferences 
Feb. 10 – No school, teacher in-service 
Feb. 14 – Wear red, pink, white, and/or purple with uniform bottoms 
 
Catholic Schools Week 
 
This is the week we celebrate attending a Catholic School. There are many special 
activities planned throughout the week. Each day will have a special dress code. If 
you do not want to follow the CSW dress code – students must wear their uniforms. 
Here is a link that will take you to the dress code options for each day 
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/CSW23/CSW%20Parent%20dress%20code.pdf 
 
Here is a flyer that lists the main activities for each day 
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/CSW23/Catholic%20Schools%20Week%202023%20Parent%20Flyer.pdf 

These flyers are on the MGC website under School on the School News page 
https://www.mgcparish.org/school-news 
 
 
MGC Cares – St. Valentine Project 

 
Do you have someone in your life that you think would get a kick out of receiving a 
homemade Valentine in the mail? Drop us their name and address and we'll add them to 
our list. Recipients can be from all over the United States! Complete the form here and we 
will send out a student made valentine.  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6AgL0GTnko4XOp8dPoXrU7_-3qGH5xS0SlJtVbf0ur25cZg/viewform 

 
Forms need to be completed by February 8. 
 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences  
 
This year’s second round of parent/teacher conferences will be 
held on February 9, 2023, from 1:00-3:00 and 4:00-6:30 PM 
Please be aware that February 9th is an early dismissal day of 11:30 
and there is no school on February 10.  
 
 
February Menus 
 
The breakfast and lunch menus for February may be found on our webpage or by following this link: 
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/e411a490148911bb6ee16beaa6f794a437b3bc9d/LunchMenu/Febuary%202023%20menus.pdf 



Happy Birthday Fr. Reed! 
 
Today we wish Fr. Reed a happy birthday! We thank him for leading us in our 
faith, and for all of his support for MGC Church and School. 
 
 
 
Choice Enrollment 2023-2024 is OPEN 
 
Open enrollment for the Milwaukee Choice program starts today! This year we will be adding some seats 
for the State Choice program. The State Choice program has enrollment February 1 – late April. So if 
you know of anyone who is looking for a wonderful school but doesn’t live in Milwaukee – they can still 
apply to MGC!  
 
Black History Month 
 

 
In this week’s Black History Month showcase, we honor Mae Jemison. Mae Jemison 
is the first Black woman to orbit in space on the 1992 shuttle Endeavour.  Mae 
Jemison was born in Decatur, Alabama, but grew up in Chicago, Illinois. She was 
inspired, but also frustrated when growing up she never saw a woman astronaut on the 
Apollo missions. She attended Cornell Medical school and traveled to Cambodia, 
Thailand, Cuba and East Africa, and then after joining the Peace Corps, she 
volunteered by providing medical care, writing medical manuals, as well as working 
on research for various vaccines in Liberia and Sierra Leone. When returning to the 

U.S, she was inspired by the flight of Sally Ride and applied to NASA’s astronaut 
training program. She is also a professor, children’s book writer, and president of the 
tech company called the Jemison Group. She has earned a dozen honorary doctorates, 
and many awards for her continued achievement and contributions to America’s 
technological and cultural advancement. She continues to work toward pushing young 
women of color to get more involved in STEM careers. She truly is an inspiration! 
 
“Never be limited by other people's limited imaginations.”-Mae Jemison 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mae_Jemison 
 
 
COVID, Flu and RSV 
 
We are still navigating COVID, FLU, and RSV. If you suspect your child has COVID symptoms, or your 
child has a fever or vomiting, he or she is not to be attending school. If your child tests positive for 
COVID, please call and inform either the principal or the school secretary. We encourage children to be 
up to date with COVID vaccines, boosters, as well as other required immunizations. It takes all of us to 
help keep our learning environment safe and healthy. Thank you for your time, consideration and 
cooperation on this important matter.  



 
MGC’s Website 
 
Have you checked-out MGC’s website (www.mgcparish.org)?  If not, please do so.  
You’ll find a great deal of information about our church and school.  The hot lunch 
menu is posted there so you don’t have to worry about losing yours.  Current and 
past editions of KidMail are also posted there.  There are also many great student 
resources available through the library page.  Don’t miss this great resource! 
https://www.mgcparish.org/school-library 
 
Winter Weather 
 
Parents are reminded to make certain that children come to school with appropriate 
winter clothing.  Students should have warm coats, boots, snow pants, hats, scarves, 
gloves/mittens, etc.  If at all possible, we take the children outside for recess.  The fresh 
air is good for them, but they must be dressed appropriately.  Children who do not have 
appropriate wear will not be allowed to play in the snow, and that is most unfortunate. In 
addition to outdoor wear, it is important for children to wear school sweatshirts or 
sweaters to school.  We try to keep the temperature comfortable in the classrooms, but it certainly helps if 
children have sweaters or sweatshirts.  Be sure that what your child brings to school is in line with the 
uniform code.  Check the handbook if you are uncertain. 
 
Weather Regulations 

 
When there is a question of whether the school will be opening for the day because of 
extreme weather conditions, Archdiocesan regulations require that the school follow 
the Milwaukee Public School system. The decision not to open is usually made 
before 6:00 AM on the day in question and is announced on local radio and TV 
stations. If the announcement is made that MPS schools are closed due to 
inclement weather, MGC will also be closed. 
 

Whenever the school is closed due to inclement weather, ECP and the parish offices are also closed. 
However, if MPS is not in session, or for some reason fails to close, an independent decision will be made 
for MGC. This decision will be made by Mrs. Johnston and Fr. Reed. The announcement will be made on 
local television and radio stations. Additionally, if MGC closes independently of MPS, an e-mail and text 
will be sent and local TV/radio stations will be informed. 
 
MGC will not close early due to inclement weather.  However, parents are welcome to come to school 
and pick up their children if they deem that to be in their family’s best interest. 
 
If MPS closes early or fails to open due to staffing concerns, MGC will not be affected. 
 
 
 



Like us on Facebook and Instagram 
 

We hope you will “like and follow” us on Facebook! We post MGC School news, pictures, 
updates and more on the page so be sure to “follow” us.   
 
https://www.facebook.com/MGCMilwaukeeWI  

                On Instagram we are @mgcparish 

 
 

MGC School Calendar 
 2022-2023  

ALL students are expected to arrive on time and to be picked up on time. 
Students may start arriving at 7:35 AM 

 
 

1 - 4 - Catholic Schools Week continues  
1 - Open Enrollment for School Choice begins - Online 
Registration!!!!  
8 – 100th Day of School  
9 – 11:30 Dismissal, Parent/Teacher Conferences  
10 – Archdiocese In-service, no school  
14 – St. Valentine’s Day, wear red, pink, white and/or purple  
14 – School Committee Meeting  
15 – Wear your Be Kind shirt  
21 – Mardi Gras  
22 – Ash Wednesday  
28 – Accreditation Day – No Free Dress Coupons 
 
Full calendar may be found on the School News page 

https://www.mgcparish.org/school-news 
 

All dates are subject to change without notice. 
 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to check KidMail each Wednesday for regular updates. 
 

MGC’s Extended Care Program is fully licensed. 
Children must be registered with all completed paperwork turned in. 

ECP is open on most days when school is not in session, but children must be pre-registered. 
Parents/guardians are responsible for all ECP fees; failure to pay may result in dismissal from the program. 

 
 

Mother of Good Counsel Catholic School is an inclusive urban community committed to: 
serving, learning, loving, and living lives of integrity as Christ did. 


