
   
  
 
	
 

 
Dear MGC Family, 
 
This time of year is always full of anticipation and excitement. Each day we listen to music and say an 
advent reflection to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Some of our students are 
preparing by paying it forward. Some of our younger children have made beautiful Christmas cards for 
the elderly. Students will also be caroling to one another, and we are excited to continue to work on 
building our community. Don’t forget this Friday, students are asked to wear pink shirts with uniform 
bottoms as part of our Advent celebration.  
 
Each day I announce a kindness assignment for the children. Ask them what their assignment was that 
day! It’s a great way to support our theme of using our kindness and compassion with one another.  
 
Have you seen your child’s report card? This should have been delivered to you via email. Please confirm 
via email, note or phone call to your child’s teacher that you have received your child’s report card. Also, 
it’s that time of year again-time for snowball promises! Please have those turned in right away. The snow 
is on its way. We do not allow snowball throwing or snowball fights on the MGC campus. Please review 
the policy with your child. 
 
As always, please feel free to reach out about any questions or concerns. I can be reached at (414) 442-
7600 ext. 119 or johnston@mgcparish.org. 
 
In Faith, 
Rachel Johnston 
Principal 
 

Dates of Importance  
Dec. 16 – Wear pink top and uniform bottom (Advent) 
Dec. 20 – Wear Christmas Clothes 
Dec. 21 – Wear Be Kind Shirts 
Dec. 21 – 11:30 Dismissal 
 
 
Free COVID Tests 
 
The Department of Health Service reminds us that COVID spread during the cold temps. To help with 
this they are offering one free test kit – with five rapid antigen COVID-19 tests every month to WI 
households. See the link here to order the free tests https://sayyescovidhometest.org/ 
 

KidMail	
December 15, 2022 



Winter Basket Auction 
 
MGC's Parish Life Winter Basket Auction is open for 
bidding!  Check out the beautiful baskets up for online 
auction. Register as a bidder and then click on the 
picture of the item you wish to bid on! We are 
accepting bids until midnight on December 18.  
https://www.mgcparish.org/winter-basket-auction 

 
 
 
 
 
The Giving Tree 
 
Gifts from the Giving Tree will be available for pick-up on Tuesday, December 20, 1 – 4 PM. These are 
for slips that were received by Mrs. Johnston. Parents must come to the school office for pick up. 
 
Weather Regulations 

 
When there is a question of whether the school will be opening for the day because 
of extreme weather conditions, Archdiocesan regulations require that the school 
follow the Milwaukee Public School system. The decision not to open is usually 
made before 6:00 AM on the day in question and is announced on local radio 
and TV stations. If the announcement is made that MPS schools are closed due 
to inclement weather, MGC will also be closed. 

 
Whenever the school is closed due to inclement weather, ECP and the parish offices are also closed. 
However, if MPS is not in session, or for some reason fails to close, an independent decision will be made 
for MGC. This decision will be made by Mrs. Johnston and Fr. Reed. The announcement will be made on 
local television and radio stations. Additionally, if MGC closes independently of MPS, an e-mail and text 
will be sent and local TV/radio stations will be informed. 
 
MGC will not close early due to inclement weather.  However, parents are welcome to come to school 
and pick up their children if they deem that to be in their family’s best interest. 
 
If MPS closes early or fails to open due to staffing concerns, that will not affect MGC. 
 
Snowball Promise 
 
Snowball Promises went home earlier this week. Parents and students should sign them and then return 
them to the homeroom teacher. Thank you. 



Winter Weather 
 
Parents are reminded to make certain that children come to school with appropriate 
winter clothing.  Students should have warm coats, boots, snow pants, hats, scarves, 
gloves/mittens, etc.  If at all possible, we take the children outside for recess.  The fresh 
air is good for them, but they must be dressed appropriately.  Children who do not have 
appropriate wear will not be allowed to play in the snow, and that is most unfortunate. In 
addition to outdoor wear, it is important for children to wear school sweatshirts or 
sweaters to school.  We try to keep the temperature comfortable in the classrooms, but it certainly helps if 
children have sweaters or sweatshirts.  Be sure that what your child brings to school is in line with the 
uniform code.  Check the handbook if you are uncertain. 
 
Uniform Reminders 
 
Mother of Good Counsel School bases its uniform policy based on our traditional Catholic values of the 
importance of modesty, and we discourage vanity and conceit in order to fully serve one another. I am 
seeing too many uniform violations. Please review the following points with your child. A first time 
violation is a warning, a second violation is a reflection, and 3rd time violation could result in detention.  

• Boots are not allowed in the building, clean shoes should be brought in a plastic or cloth bag and 
properly stored 

• Crocs are not appropriate shoes for school  
• Dyed hair of any kind is not allowed-students who currently have dyed hair (regardless of 

the color) must have this removed by January 3, 2023. 
• Undershirts must be white or match the uniform, no colored shirts 
• Bracelets are not allowed and hair ties are not be worn as bracelets 
• Other than a modest cross, students are not allowed to wear necklaces 
• No nail polish or artificial nails, no lips gloss or cosmetics (I would also note that hair brushes, 

perfumes, lotions, combs, should not be taken out during instruction times or left out on desks) 
• MGC does not allow for the use of fashion glasses 
• Hair accessories and belts are to match the uniform, they are not to be studded or jeweled. 

 
Lady of Guadalupe  
 
This week we celebrated and honored Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
See link below to learn more about this patron saint of Mexico.  
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Our-Lady-of-Guadalupe-patron-saint-of-Mexico 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Volunteers Needed 
 

Volunteers needed for Home and School, School Committee and Athletics Board! 
Be the change! We are seeking volunteers to represent community voices on a number 
of committees. It’s a great way to get involved. Please contact Principal Johnston or the 
school secretary Mrs. Barb Berthold in the main office if you’re interested. 

 
COVID/FLU/RSV 
 
Unfortunately, we are starting to see an uptick in COVID and flu cases here at MGC. We are sending a lot 
of children home sick with vomiting, fever, sore throat, fatigue, and severe cold symptoms. You are 
highly encouraged to do the following:: keeping up with flu and COVID boosters and vaccines, 
prescreening your child daily with a temperature check, and testing for COVID if you or your family has 
knowingly been exposed to COVID or is displaying even mild symptoms. (If you need help with attaining 
COVID tests, please contact me). It takes working together to keep these nasty viruses that prevent 
children from attending school, parents from attending work, and staff from being present for the 
children. If your child tests positive, please contact the school to report the case, so we can keep the 
community informed and alert and work to mitigate community spread. Your serious consideration of this 
matter is greatly appreciated.  Please see the following links for information on testing and vaccines, and 
other important information regarding these viruses 
https://city.milwaukee.gov/Health/ 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-get.htm 
healthymke.com/covid-or-flu-vaccine-finder 
.https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm 
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/index.html 
 
Be Kind T-Shirts 
 
You don’t want to miss this opportunity to be seen wearing our “theme” t-shirt on  our 
Be Kind Days (third Wednesday of the month). Thanks to a school parent for helping 
us make this happen. There are long sleeved and short sleeved versions available.Here 
is a link where you can purchase these t-shirts. 
https://www.shopjaynas.com/products/be-kind-mgc-t-shirts. 
 
MGC’s Website 
Have you checked-out MGC’s website (www.mgcparish.org)?  If not, please do so.  
You’ll find a great deal of information about our church and school.  The hot lunch 
menu is posted there so you don’t have to worry about losing yours.  Current and past 
editions of KidMail are also posted there.  There are also many great student 
resources available through the library page.  Don’t miss this great resource! 
https://www.mgcparish.org/school-library 

 
 

 
 



Do You Shop on Amazon???  
 
We bet you do! Did you know that Amazon gives money to MGC for every 
purchase you make IF you simply go to AmazonSmile and have chosen 
Mother of Good Counsel, Milwaukee as your charity. This is a great 
opportunity for our school to earn money without any type of fundraising. 
PLEASE take this simple step to assist our school in fundraising. This is a 
painless way to fundraise!  We received a deposit of $90.08 last month for 
the months of July-September. Just think how much money we could generate 
if everyone participated. AmazonSmile works just the same as Amazon Prime. 
Here is the link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0984894 

 
 
Like us on Facebook and Instagram 
 

We hope you will “like and follow” us on Facebook! We post MGC School news, pictures, 
updates and more on the page so be sure to “follow” us.   
 
https://www.facebook.com/MGCMilwaukeeWI  

                On Instagram we are @mgcparish 

 
Scroll down for calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MGC School Calendar 
 2022-2023  

ALL students are expected to arrive on time and to be picked up on time. 
Students may start arriving at 7:35 AM 

  
                         

16 – Pink top and uniform bottoms 
20 – All Out Christmas Clothes  
21 – Wear your Be Kind shirt  
21 – 11:30 dismissal, Christmas Vacation begins 
 
 

 
 

 
3 - Students Return  
10 – School Committee Meeting  
13 – Be Cozy Day  
16 - No School – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
18 – Be Kind Day – wear your Be Kind shirt  
30 - 2/4 - Catholic Schools Week 
 

Full calendar may be found on the School News page https://www.mgcparish.org/school-news 
 

All dates are subject to change without notice. 
 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to check KidMail each Wednesday for regular updates. 
 

MGC’s Extended Care Program is fully licensed. 
Children must be registered with all completed paperwork turned in. 

ECP is open on most days when school is not in session, but children must be pre-registered. 
Parents/guardians are responsible for all ECP fees; failure to pay may result in dismissal from the program. 

 
 

Mother of Good Counsel Catholic School is an inclusive urban community committed to: 
serving, learning, loving, and living lives of integrity as Christ did. 


