
February 2020 
 
This month we celebrate African American History! Each class will 
conduct research on an inspiring person and share with the whole 
school what they have learned. Teachers have many activities and 
literature planned in individual classroom to celebrate this special time of year where we honor those 
who have fought with social justice as well as learn about all those who have contributed to our 
culture and our history. Ask your child to share what he or she has learned today! 
 

“We die. That may be the meaning of life. But we do language. That may be the 
measure of our lives.” - Toni Morrison (https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/toni_morrison_386604) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Toni Morrison is our inspiring feature African American artist. She was 
born in Lorain, Ohio in 1931. Her family had been witness to terrible 
racial crimes in Alabama and so moved location to the Midwest. Through 
her parents’ value in heritage and storytelling, she read frequently as a 
child leading to her life immersed in literary writing. Morrison won many 
awards for her powerful writing about the experience of African 
Americans in the face of oppression and various forms of discrimination. 
Toni Morrison became an icon in American culture by being a strong 
voice that championed for civil rights and equality in politics, education 
and society. Some of her top awards include the following: Nobel prize 
for Literature in 1993, National Humanities Medal, Presidential Medal of 
Freedom,the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1988 as well as the National 
Critics Circle Award that same year. Morrison leaves a legacy of novels, 
children’s books, poetry, articles, essays, and more for generations to 
learn and enjoy. Some of her most well-known works are The Bluest Eye, 
Beloved, Song of Solomon, Jazz, and God Help the Child. Sadly, Toni 
Morrison passed away in August of this past year. We honor Ms. 
Morrison for using her amazing gifts to teach us about our humanity and 
for inspiring generations now and in the future.  
 
“Toni Morrison.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 23 Jan. 2020,  

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toni_Morrison. 



Events Coming in February 
 
● 11:30 Dismissal-February 6 and 7 
● No school (In-service)-February 14 
● Presidents’ Day-February 17 
● Join us for Middle School Family Breakfast-February 19 

● Mardi Gras-February 25  

● Ash Wednesday-February 26  
 
 
 
 
” The time is always right to do what is right." 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

                                  
 

 
 
 
 



Science-February 2020 
 
6th Grade 
Students have finished the weather unit and are now 
beginning our unit on Earth’s Structure.  We are starting the 
unit by looking at the different layers inside the earth.  The 
process of convection currents that we learned in the 
weather unit will resurface when we start discussing Plate 
Tectonics. 
  

 
 
7th Grade 
We are well on our way in our chemistry unit.  We have 
been learning how atoms work together and bond to create 
chemical compounds in chemical reactions.  We are 
spending a little time learning how to balance equations 
(what, math!!) and then we will start learning the difference 
between physical and chemical changes. 
 
 

8th Grade 
Eighth graders are finishing up their Hereditary unit looking at 
evolution.  We will look at how humans have impacted many 
different species in changing their genetics for our benefit with 
genetic engineering.  Students will do some research and 
participate in a small debate. They will then start to look at 
populations and how they are affected and how they affect their 

ecosystems. 
 

In addition 
All middle school students will be doing a research project on an African American scientist.  
They will create short bio posters that we will hang around the building so that all the students 
can read them as they walk through the hallways. 

 

 

 "It's the inspired student that continues to learn 
on their own. That's what separates the real 
achievers in the world from those who pedal 
along, finishing assignments." -Neil DeGrasse 
Tyson



Social Studies-February 2020 
 
Hello 6th Grade Families! The sixth graders are continuing to work on ancient societies and 
how they came to be. One of the main themes that run through this part of the curriculum is the 
social stratum of different societies. Other ideas include in our upcoming work is the geography 
of the society, the division of labor, and the ways in which goods and services were traded, 
bought, and bartered for. 6th grade is showing progress in the middle school environment. I 
know by the end of the year they’ll be ready for 7th grade.  
 

 7th grade families, in social studies we are going to continue working 
on the Middle Ages. We are going to focus on more geography in the 
upcoming weeks while we investigate the societies of the time. We 
will concentrate on the difference between political and natural 
boundaries. We will be able to distinguish old political boundaries as 

we compare them to current political boundaries. 7th grade will also be working on some civics. 
They are very interested in how the government works. The 7th grade does need reminders when 
it comes to their agendas. Please discuss the importance of organization. 
 
 In the 8th grade we are working on U.S. history. We will continue with this for 
most of the remaining part of the year. One of the important goals in 8th grade is 
not just being able to pass the assessments, but to be able to find and use 
information in an objective and meaningful way. We are currently talking about the expansion 
west and will soon talk about the civil war, the reconstruction, and work our way into the 
industrial revolution and the depression and World War 1. Please remind your students that they 
need to start and practice budgeting their time. This will be a very helpful tool in high school.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February is also Black History Month! During this time students in middle school 
will participate in this celebration by researching and presenting different figures and events 
involving the contributions of African Americans to our society. 
 
● 6th grade will be learning about and presenting Shirley Chisholm. 
● 7th grade will be learning about and presenting Ida B. Wells. 
● 8th grade will be learning about and presenting Brown v. The 

Board of Education. 
 

 
“Where there is no vision, there is no hope.” – George Washington 
Carver 
 
Thank you, Mr. Gramling  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    

 
 



 
Reading and Language Arts-February 
2020 

 
“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly.” 

 Langston Hughes 
 
6th Grade: 
6th graders will develop their persuasive voices by writing letters to the principal about a rule 
change that they would like to see. Parents-watch out-with their new persuasive skills who 
knows what else they may be asking for at home! Then students will complete a project for 
Black History Month on the Harlem Renaissance and hone in on their Speaking and Listening 
skills by giving a comprehensive presentation. Another skill 6th grade needs to practice is 
reading nonfiction, so you can expect more Time For Kids magazine quizzes and assignments.  
Furthermore, we will be reading poems by Langston Hughes and other literature featuring 
various African American writers. Speaking of writing... assignments will increase as I am seeing 
that 6th graders still need lots of practice! Please encourage them at home to check their 
conventions and to follow the guidelines of paragraph writing that we have studied since the 
beginning of this year.  With a little more guidance and feedback, I have full confidence they 
will grow to be star MGC writers! Also, please encourage them to practice their nightly reading. 

   ” If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”—Frederick Douglass 
Dear 7th grade parents, way too many of the 7th grade students did not make their A.R. goal 
in the second quarter. During the 3rd quarter students will be required to show a reading log. 
That log needs to be signed by a parent before students are allowed to take an A.R. test. We 
need your help-students will improve their reading skills and comprehension if they know we are 
all involved. The 3rd quarter A.R. trackers will be coming home shortly. Please take the time to 
look at them and sign them. Practicing and improving reading skills is paramount as our students 
getting closer to high school. We have begun reading Witness by Karen Hesse in class and will 



be working on that daily. We will also read Author Karen Hesse’s five act play Witness , a drama 
designed around a small town that is shaken by bigotry and discrimination. One young African 
American girl stands at the center of truth in the wake of a crime. The play explores 
discrimination in multiple forms from racism to sexism as well as religious hypocrisy and the 
courage it takes to fight these evil forces. In Language Arts, students will begin to review test-
taking skills in preparation for the state assessments coming up in the spring. Essential 
mechanics will be reviewed as well as basic essay writing concepts. Students can expect practice 
writes and a bunch of grammar practice as well such as subject and verb agreement and proper 
pronoun usage. Furthermore, students will begin putting their skill of persuasion to the test by 
participating in debates and writing strong and convincing opinion statements. We will also be 
reading the biography of Frederick Douglass and writing a comprehensive literary analysis paper 
exploring the many ways he through his extraordinary life and literature 
showed immense bravery in the face of adversity and injustice. 
 
“There are still many causes worth sacrificing for, so much history 
yet to be made.” —Michelle Obama 
 

8th grade                                                                                            
 

In reverence and celebration for Black History Month, we will also take time to 
read some poetry from prominent African American writers such as Alice 
Walker, Maya Angelou, Richard Wright, and many other writers who have made 

significant contributions to American literary history. Students will continue to engage in 
discussions and write analysis papers. We will also begin preparing for testing in the spring by 
reading nonfiction and writing informative and argumentative pieces. For Language Arts, we will 
finish up working on our writing fluency through using several methods of sentence combining. 
However, one of the biggest projects in February will be our Mardi Gras projects. Students are 
asked to create a game or activity for the Mardi Gras festival. We motivate students by 
providing a competitive atmosphere and encouraging them to use their talents to create a 
presentation that engage their intended audience. Look for information about this important 
project coming home soon. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns johnston@mgcparish.org. I am so excited to see what fun and creative games 8th 
grade will produce.  
 
 
 

 
 



 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH 

GO MATH! 
  
GRADE 6 
The students in grade six will be learning how to use percents to solve 
real-world problems. They will review vocabulary associated with fractions and decimals and 
prepare for finding percents. The students will use reading and note taking strategies to help 
them organize and understand new concepts and vocabulary. 
  

GRADE 7 
The students in grade seven will be learning how to solve one and two-step 
inequalities. This lesson calls for students to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. They make sense of a real-world problem by 

applying a four-step problem-solving plan. 
  

 GRADE 8  
The students in grade eight will learn how to solve systems of two linear 
equations in two variables using graphing, elimination, and substitution. They will 
learn how to analyze special systems that have no solution or an infinite number 
of solutions. Finally, they will represent real-world situations using systems of 
equations. 
  

Check out the following link to learn about famous African Americans who have contributed to 
the wonderful field of Mathematics!  
 
 
https://mashupmath.com/blog/famous-african-american-mathematicians 
 

 
                                                                                                                       


