
March  2020 
 

  
     IMPORTANT DATES: 
      

MARCH 6        NO SCHOOL INSERVICE 
 
MARCH 13      HALF-POINT AR DEADLINE 
 
MARCH 23      FORWARD TESTING BEGINS 
 
MARCH 27      END OF THIRD QUARTER 
                            GO MAD ASSEMBLY 
                            11:30 DISMISSAL 
                              
Forward Testing runs from March 23 thru May 1. 
Make sure your child gets plenty of rest so that they can perform at 
their very Best! 



 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH 

 
 
GRADE 6 
The students are learning how to use ratios and rates to solve real-world problems. 
They will use ratio and rate reasoning and mathematical problems with tables and 
graphs. They will be learning how to solve proportions by using unit rates. 
Proportions will also be used to find distances on a map. Lastly they will be 
converting units using proportions and unit rates. 
 
GRADE 7 
The students know that when they perform any of the four basic operations on both 
sides of an equation, the resulting equation is still true. They will be studying what 
effect does performing these operations on both sides of an inequality have. They 
will also write two-step inequalities to represent real world problems by translating 
the words of the problems into numbers, variables, and operations. 
 
 
GRADE 8 
The students have learned several ways to graph a linear equation in slope-intercept 
form. They will now learn how to solve a system of linear equations by learning the 
substitution and the elimination methods. 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6th Grade 
 
We are just beginning to talk about the Continental Drift Theory.  By the end of the next week, your 

child should be able to sing a great song that will help them remember all the pieces of evidence that 

scientist, Alfred Wegener, discovered to come up with his theory that all of the continents were one 

giant continent at one point in our history.  Some of our old topics, like convection currents, will come  

back into play when we talk about how the surface of the Earth is still moving today. 

 
 

7th Grade  
Seventh graders have started what I think is the most fun unit of the year: Forces 

and Motion.  This is the unit where we will get to build and race balloon-powered 

cars, design roller coasters, and practice graphing all of it.  This unit has a lot of 

math equations and lab reports so the students will be very busy. 

 

 

8th Grade 
Eighth graders are finishing up their units on Evolution and Natural Selection.  

Then we will start looking at different systems that make up the human body 

and how they work together to make God’s most amazing creation work! 

 

 

 



 

Language Arts & Reading 

6th Grade:  

6th graders will study the author’s craft, compare themes to previously read texts, and practice using 

our active reading strategies to become critical thinkers. We also hope to begin an adventure while 

reading the fascinating Legend of King Arthur and his noble Knights of the Round Table. We will learn 

about life during medieval times, the power of symbols, and the classic forces of good versus evil. 6th 

grade will analyze and study the importance of symbolism in myths. Students will write journals and 

literary analysis papers as well as design a family shield. In Language arts, we will work on recognizing 

verbs, verb phrases, identifying complete and simple subjects, and subject and verb agreement. We will 

also be reading our TIME for Kids magazines and practice writing argumentative paragraphs to prepare 

for Wisconsin Forward Exams coming up this month.  

  

 

7th Grade: Students in ELA this month will put in to practice their writing skills and grammar skills as 

they prepare for the Wisconsin Forward Exams. We will be looking at how to craft a thesis and provide 

support. Near the end of March and into April, 7th grade will begin looking into learning about the 

Holocaust and preparing research projects. Research is a process that requires good note-taking, 

evaluating sources, asking relevant questions, paraphrasing, and creating proper citations. As 7th graders 

begin to transition, it is important that they follow the process, develop proper study skills, and create a 

greater capacity for various types of literacy for 21st Century learning. This also means nightly 

independent reading practice. Students are to use reading logs and encouraged to take notes. All AR 

tests are to be taken under Mr. Gramling’s supervision. Reading is an essential skill for the future that 

lies ahead. In class we are finishing the book “Witness” by Karen Hesse. After we finish the novel we will 

be reading a series of short stories and articles that mimic the format of the standardized testing we 

will be participating in very soon. These tests are very important this year because they will be part of 



the application process for highschool. We want our students to be able thrive in highschool and their 

reading and math scores will help determine the school they attend. As always please look at your 

student’s progress in Accelerated Reader. Independent reading will help your students increase their 

lexile range and fluency. 

 

8th Grade: Students have certainly been working hard this past month on their fabulously creative 

Mardi Gras projects, and they have been diving in deep into some critical thinking skills. 8th graders are 

learning how to follow and write arguments, support ideas appropriately using sources, as well as 

analyzing literature through text-dependent essays. The more they engage in this tough work now, the 

easier the transition will be to the rigorous curriculum of high school. We will begin to read The 

Outsiders by S. E. Hinton. This classic novel challenges the status quo and remains quite relevant to the 

struggles of young people today to find love, acceptance, and belonging within their families and within in 

society. This story is about a local “gang” of young boys who are ostracized by the elite (The Socs) which 

creates paradoxes and conflicts on both sides of the fence. S.E. Hinton’s characters are steeped in 

realism, and reflect the struggle of being victims of their choices,and victims of their circumstances. 

S.E. Hinton has always been a writer that knows how to connect with young readers as she herself was 

only about 14 years old when she began writing the novel. I am excited to begin this piece with 8th grade 

as they turn the corner of this important year...which is almost over! You will be hearing from me soon 

regarding GRADUATION! (Unbelievable!) 

 

        
 

 

 

“Can you see the sunset real good on the 
West side? You can see it on the East side 
too.” 
– The Outsiders 



 March 2020  Social Studies 

 

 Hello 6th Grade Families! During February the 6th grade did a lot of reading on historical and 

contemporary figures in Black History and talking about the common themes that these figures had in common. 

Coming up the sixth graders will be continuing to work on ancient societies and how they came to be. One of 

the main themes that run through this part of the curriculum is the social stratum of different societies. Other 

ideas included in our upcoming work are the geography of the society, the division of labor, and the ways in 

which goods and services were traded, bought, and bartered for. 

  

 7th  grade families, in social studies we are going to be working in the Middle Ages. We are going to focus 

on more geography in the upcoming weeks while we investigate the societies of the time. We will concentrate 

on the difference between political and natural boundaries. We will be able to distinguish old political 

boundaries as we compare them to current political boundaries. The 7th grade does well on bookwork, but we 

could use a little practice working in groups and with partners. During February the 7th grade read a lot about 

historical and contemporary figures in Black history. 

  

  

 In the 8th grade we are working on U.S history. We will continue with this for most of the remaining 

part of the year. One of the important goals in 8th grade is not just being able to pass the assessments, but to be 

able to find and use information in an objective and meaningful way. We will be learning about the late 1800’s 

and the industrial revolution, World War 1, and beyond. During Black History Month the 8th graders learned 

about historical and contemporary figures in Black History and have recently finished writing an essay about 

the figures of their choice 

 Thank you, Mr. Gramling 

 


