
RETURNING TO PUBLIC MASSES AT GOOD SHEPHERD 
IMPLEMENTING THE ARCHDIOCESAN DIRECTIVES FOR PHASE II OF LITURGY DURING THE PANDEMIC 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
On Saturday, May 23, 2020, Governor Tim Walz amended Executive Order 20-56 to allow larger 
gatherings of faith-based groups in Minnesota. That same day, Archbishop Bernard Hebda sent a 
letter to the entire Archdiocese indicating that we could begin reopening churches for public liturgy 
(Phase II) on Wednesday, May 27, 2020. Parishes are to open only if they have adequate personnel 
and supplies to implement the archdiocesan directives. During Phase II, the maximum number of 
persons admitted into a church building is limited to 25% of the total seating capacity (as 
determined by the fire marshal), or 250 persons, whichever is less. 
 
 
WHAT THIS MEANS FOR GOOD SHEPHERD 
Given the newest information from the Archbishop and the Governor, public Masses for up to 96 
people (roughly 25% of our capacity) will begin on Saturday, May 30, with the 5 p.m. Vigil Mass. 
Please continue reading to learn about the expectations for those coming to Mass, how to register 
to come to Mass, and what to expect when you come to Good Shepherd. 
 
 
SCHEDULE 
The schedule moving forward, which is subject to change, will generally run as follows:  
 
We will hold the following Sunday Mass schedule: 

o Saturday at 5 p.m. 
o Sunday at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.  

 
We will hold the following weekday schedule Tuesday through Friday: 

o 7:30 a.m. + Weekday Mass 
o 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. + Confessions and Eucharistic Adoration 

 
We will hold the following schedule on Saturday morning: 

o 8 a.m. + Daily Mass 
o 8:45 to 10 a.m. + Confessions and Eucharistic Adoration 

 
 
GENERAL NOTES 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation continues to be suspended 
as long as the pandemic continues. This means that you are not presently obligated to attend 
Mass. You should only come to Mass if you feel comfortable doing so. That said: 
 

o All COVID-19 positive persons, those who are symptomatic, and those living with 
them, must stay home. 

 
o Persons over age 65 and those with preexisting health conditions should continue to 

stay home during Phase II and avoid public gatherings, including in church. 
 
We will continue to broadcast Mass online. Please see our parish website for details. 
 



All the faithful should continue to follow hygienic practices at home: wash hands often, avoid 
touching the face, cover coughs and sneezes, etc. It is also recommended to use the restroom at 
home before coming to church.  
 
Face masks are strongly urged for all those who come for Mass, Confession, and Adoration. 
 
If you are able to do so, please bring your own hand sanitizer for use within the church.  
 
 
SIGNING UP FOR MASS 
During Phase II, the maximum number of persons admitted into the church building is limited to 
25% of our seating capacity. This means that we will be able to admit no more than 96 people into 
the church at a time. That said, how many people we can fit will depend on the mix of individuals, 
couples, and families signing up for a given Mass. 
 
We will use a signup procedure for Sunday Masses (and daily Masses if this proves necessary). To 
sign up for a Sunday Mass, please visit the parish website (www.goodshepherdgv.org) and find the 
appropriate link. For the time being, we will have a separate link for each Sunday. 
 
You may also call the parish office by Noon on the preceding Friday. The parish phone number is 
763.544.0416, ext. 810.  
 
In order to accommodate as many people as possible, please only sign up for one Sunday Mass. 
You will need to sign up each member of your household so that we can have an accurate count. 
 
If you do not sign up for a Sunday Mass, you might not be able to attend.  
 
We will have people here ahead of Sunday Masses to check for your registration. This is to ensure 
that those who signed up for a specific Mass have seats. We will keep count of those who enter and 
allow for “walk-ins” as our capacity permits. Please arrive for Mass no more than 20 minutes early 
so that we have adequate time to sanitize between Masses.  
 
If demand necessitates adding Sunday Masses, we will do so and inform you of the addition.  
 
 
WHEN YOU GET TO GOOD SHEPHERD 
When you come to Good Shepherd, enter through the canopy door. This will be the only way in. 
Before entering the church, sanitize your hands at one of the three hand sanitizer stations, utilizing 
the markings on the floor to maintain social distancing. 
 
To make seating as efficient as possible, please enter the church using the back set of doors from 
the gathering space. Ushers will be present to help seat you as quickly as possible. It will be 
important for you to allow the ushers determine where you (and your household) will sit so that we 
can accommodate all of the people who register. You may be assigned seats based on registration. 
 
Please see Appendix I for a diagram of our seating arrangements. 
  



HOLY COMMUNION 
Distribution of Holy Communion will take place after Mass so as to allow for greater social 
distancing. On Sundays, we will have two stations for the distribution of Holy Communion — one 
for each side of the church. During daily Masses, Holy Communion will be distributed from one 
station. The congregation will be released one pew at a time to go to the appropriate station. After 
receiving Holy Communion, the faithful will continue out of the church and back to the parking lot. 
We recognize that many people would like to stay and pray. However, given the directives and need 
for social distancing, this will not be possible during Phase II. Please see Appendix II for a diagram 
of the flow for Holy Communion during Sunday Masses.  
 

o Those sitting on the Good Shepherd side (left side of the church when facing the altar) will 
receive Holy Communion at the front set of doors leading to the gathering space. This side 
of the church will receive from front to back. Those in the front pew will receive first, then 
the second pew, then the third pew, and so on. Movement will be in the side aisle. 

 
o Those sitting on the Marian side (right side of the church when facing the altar) will receive 

Holy Communion at the back set of doors leading to the gathering space. This side of the 
church will receive from back to front. Those in the last pew will receive first, then the 
second-to-last pew, then the third-to-last pew, and so on. Movement will be in the side aisle.   

 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS DURING MASS 
Congregational singing will be temporarily discontinued, as singing expels many more respiratory 
particles than speaking does. Choirs during congregational Masses will also be discontinued. During 
Phase II, our Sunday Masses will be simple and spoken, much like a daily Mass. 
 
We will not take up a collection during the offertory. Instead, we will have collection baskets on the 
way into and out of the church. We also encourage electronic giving. 
 
Hymnals will be removed and stored for the duration of Phase II. 
 
Bulletins will be available after weekend Masses. 
 
 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 
While we have ample supplies for the time being, we could use additional hand sanitizer. If you have 
any extra that you could donate to the parish, we would happily accept it. Additionally, we will be 
looking for 8-10 volunteers to help wipe down the surfaces in the church following each Mass. If 
you are able to stay and help with this process, we would appreciate your service. Thanks! 
 
 
DISCLAIMER 
An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere people are present. COVID-19 is an 
extremely contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and death. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, senior citizens and people with underlying medical conditions 
are especially vulnerable to COVID-19. Good Shepherd has undertaken precautionary cleaning and 
disinfecting practices and implemented social distancing guidelines to help reduce the risk of 
exposure. However, Good Shepherd cannot guarantee that visitors are 100% safe from exposure 
to COVID-19. Therefore, Good Shepherd recommends that people over 65 or with underlying 
health conditions not attend mass at this time and continue to worship online. Attendance at 
liturgies is at your own risk. 
  



APPENDIX I: SEATING CHART AND POSSIBLE SEATING CONFIGURATIONS 
 
 
 
 
  



APPENDIX I: SEATING CHART AND POSSIBLE SEATING CONFIGURATIONS 
 
  



APPENDIX II: DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION DURING SUNDAY MASSES 
 
 
 


