
Monday, May 4, 2020 
  

Dear Good Shepherd families, 
  
A blessed Easter Season to you and your family! Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 
  
Due to COVID-19/Coronavirus, our world and our Church finds itself in unprecedented times. 
Coronavirus has indirectly and in some cases, directly, impacted every aspect of our lives—our 
connection to family, and friends, and community; our work; our schools; our ministry; even our 
practice of the Catholic Faith. As the situation has developed here in Minnesota, the Extreme 
Faith Camp Leadership team has been faced with the difficult question of our ability to host our 
week of Extreme Faith Camp 2020, June 8th-12th at Big Sandy Camp. Over the last few weeks, 
the Leadership Team has been discussing and discerning how to most faithfully and prudently 
answer this question. We have spent time in conversation with our parish pastors, in 
video-meetings with each other, and in prayer with our Lord. We, the Leadership Team, now 
wish to share our decision and considerations with you and the whole EFC Week 1, the week of 
camp that Good Shepherd is attending, in unity, through this letter. 
  
Through our discussion and discernment, our Leadership Team has identified two main factors 
that impact our ability to host camp. The first factor is the health/safety factor—namely, what is 
the risk of a week-long, 250-person gathering like camp and how comfortable are families 
sending their teens to such a gathering this June, what Minnesota restrictions of large gatherings 
will be in place come June and will we have the ability to adapt lodging and activities enough in 
order to comply with any social-distancing regulations during camp. The second factor is a 
financial factor—namely how the current economy has and will continue to impact the jobs and 
budgets of EFC families, as well as the fundraising efforts and budgets of EFC parishes. 
  
In consideration of the above factors and the guidance from our parish pastors, prudence has led 
the Leadership Team of EFC Week 1, to the sad decision to cancel our week of Extreme Faith 
Camp, June 8th-12th, 2020 at Big Sandy Camp. It is with heavy hearts that we share this 
decision with you. Like many of you, as youth ministers the week of Extreme Faith Camp is one 
of the highlights of our year. Extreme Faith Camp is more than a week of work to us, it is a 
spirit-filled week of community and worship. We too, will truly miss camp this June. 
  
As a response to the difficult and disappointing decision to cancel the week camp this June, the 
Leadership Team of EFC Week 1 has decided to plan an Extreme Faith Day later this 
summer, on Saturday, August 15th at Good Shepherd in Golden Valley. While a day-event 
could never fully replicate a week-long camp experience, this Extreme Faith Day will include the 
main elements of camp: fun with all your camp friends, Wacky Olympics, talks and small 
groups, praise & worship, Mass, Confession, and Eucharistic Adoration. All 6th-8th grade youth 
are invited as “campers” and all 9th-12th grade youth are invited to apply for the leadership team 
(“Service Team” or “Extreme Team”). Please invite your friends! Even if they were not signed 
up for camp, they are welcome to sign up for Extreme Faith Day. The cost is $50 for campers 
and $30 for leaders. More information about this day (registration, schedule, etc.) can be found 
in the attachments to this letter.  



Thanks to the generosity of Big Sandy Camp, they will not be charging us for our EFC 2020 
contract and will be moving our deposit to next summer’s campin 2021. Because of their 
generosity, we have the ability to offer you several ways in which you may choose to use your 
current EFC deposit. Although in the initial paperwork the deposit was listed as non-refundable, 
but due to the nature of our cancellation being out of anyone’s control the $100 deposit per 
person can be applied in the following ways: 
 

1. Participants plan to attend Extreme Faith Day (EFD): 
a. Deposit used for the payment of EFD and the remaining $50 donated toward 

general Good Shepherd youth ministry funds. 
b. Deposit used for the payment of EFD and the remaining $50 refunded. 

2. Participants unable to attend Extreme Faith Day (EFD): 
a. Deposit is donated toward general Good Shepherd youth ministry funds. 
b. Deposit is refunded in full. 

 
Even with the news of an Extreme Faith Day, you still may feel saddened by the decision of the 
cancelation of camp this summer. And we wanted to let you know, that is ok. Extreme Faith 
Camp is a good and holy week. And it is ok (actually, more than ok!) to feel sad about the 
cancelation of something that is good and holy. With that being said, we would like to encourage 
each of you to reflect on the question, “What makes camp so special?”. While there are many 
things that make camp fun (your camp friends from other parishes, dunking your small group 
leader/youth minister in the dunk tank, and that zip line!) what really makes camp what it is, of 
course, is our Lord Jesus. It is Jesus who gives life to Extreme Faith Camp, as He said “I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). And Jesus is still with us, giving 
us life, in His Word, in His Sacraments, and in His Church. And He will be with us at our 
Extreme Faith Day, offering the same abundant life to each of us! We look forward to gathering 
with you, August 15th for Extreme Faith Day!  
 
May God’s peace, presence, and life be with you and your families during this blessed Easter 
Octave. Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 
 
God bless you, 
The Leadership Team of EFC Week 1: 
 

Debbie Gladitsch 
The Church of Saint Francis (Buffalo) 
  

Jenna Leighton 
The Church of Saint Henry (Monticello) 
  

Ali Hunt 
The Church of Saint Ignatius (Annandale) 
  

Baylyn Wagner 
The Church of Saint Timothy (Maple Lake) 
 
 

Joaquin Martinez 
The Church of Saint Stephen (Minneapolis) 
  

Alex Schindler 
Good Shepherd (Golden Valley) 
  

Kent Yoder 
The Church of Saint Andrew (Elk River) 
 

Bernie Gauthe 
Annunciation (Minneapolis) 


