
EASTER SUNDAY  
OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

 1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia 
  Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
  Who did once upon the Cross, Alleluia! 
  Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 
 2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
  Unto Christ, our Heavenly King, Alleluia! 
  Who endured the Cross and grave, Alleluia! 
  Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 
 
 3. But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
  Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
  Now above the sky He’s King, Alleluia! 
  Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
 
 4. Praise to God the Father sing, Alleluia! 
  Praise to God the Son, our King, Alleluia! 
  Praise to God the Spirit be, Alleluia! 
  Now and through eternity, Alleluia! 

 
Text: Stanza 1 In Lyra Davidica, Latin Carol, paraphrased, 1708, alt;  

stanzas 2, 3, The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt; stanza 4, William Reynolds, 1860 
Tune: EASTER HYMN 77.77 with alleluias 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Resurrexi, et adhuc tecum sum (see Psalm 139:18, 5-6) 

I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia. 
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. 
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

When the Entrance Chant is concluded, the priest and the faithful sign 

themselves with the Sign of the Cross, while the priest, facing the people, says:  
V. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen. 



Then the priest, extending his hands, greets the people, saying:  
V. The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit. 
 

Then follows the Penitential Act, to which the priest invites the faithful, saying:  
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.  
 

A brief pause for silence follows. Then all recite the formula of general confession: 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 

And, striking their breast, they say: 

through my fault, through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault;  

Then they continue: 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  
 

The absolution by the priest follows:  

V. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.  
R. Amen. 
 

The Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy) invocations follow. 

	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



GLORIA 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is said. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory,  

Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

COLLECT 

The priest, with hands joined, says:  
V. Let us pray. 
 

And all pray in silence with the priest for a while. Then the priest, with hands 

extended, says the Collect prayer. 

O God, who on this day, 
through your Only Begotten Son, 
have conquered death 
and unlocked for us the path to eternity, 
grant, we pray, that we who keep 
the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection 
may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, 
rise up in the light of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen.  
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Peter proceeded to speak and said: 
“You know what has happened all over Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached, 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and power. 
He went about doing good 
and healing all those oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 
We are witnesses of all that he did 
both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. 
This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, 
not to all the people, but to us, 
the witnesses chosen by God in advance, 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commissioned us to preach to the people 
and testify that he is the one appointed by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 
To him all the prophets bear witness, 
that everyone who believes in him 
will receive forgiveness of sins through his name." 

 
The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Israel say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” R. 
 
 



“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; 
the right hand of the LORD is exalted. 
I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the LORD.” R. 
 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. R. 
 
 

SECOND READING 

Colossians 3:1-4 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ your life appears, 
then you too will appear with him in glory. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SEQUENCE 

Victimae Paschali Laudes 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim 
    Offer your thankful praises! 
A Lamb the sheep redeems; 
    Christ, who only is sinless, 
    Reconciles sinners to the Father. 
Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: 
    The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. 
Speak, Mary, declaring 
    What you saw, wayfaring. 
“The tomb of Christ, who is living, 
    The glory of Jesus’ resurrection; 
bright angels attesting, 
    The shroud and napkin resting. 



Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; 
    to Galilee he goes before you.” 
Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining. 
    Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning! 
    Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

see 1 Corinthians 5:7b-8a 
	
V.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
R.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed; 
let us then feast with joy in the Lord. 

R.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

GOSPEL 

John 20:1-9 

V.  The Lord be with you. 
R.  And with your spirit. 
V.  A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.  
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
On the first day of the week, 
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, 
while it was still dark, 
and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, 
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they put him.” 
So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 
and arrived at the tomb first; 
he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 
When Simon Peter arrived after him, 
he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, 
and the cloth that had covered his head, 
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 
 
 



Then the other disciple also went in, 
the one who had arrived at the tomb first, 
and he saw and believed. 
For they did not yet understand the Scripture 
that he had to rise from the dead. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Then follows the Homily, which is to be preached by a priest or deacon on all 

Sundays and Holydays of Obligation; on other days, it is recommended. 

 

 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 

In Easter Sunday Masses, the rite of the renewal of baptismal promises may take 

place after the Homily. In that case the Creed is omitted. The priest addresses the 

faithful about the newness of life we received through Baptism and invites them 

to renew their Baptismal promises. 

 Priest:  Do you renounce Satan?  
 All:  I do. 
 Priest:  And all his works?  
 All:  I do. 
 Priest:  And all his empty show?  
 All:  I do. 
 
 Priest: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth? 
 All:  I do. 
 Priest:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose 
again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

 All:  I do. 
 Priest:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and life everlasting? 

 All:  I do. 
 
And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us forgiveness of 
our sins, keep us by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, for eternal life. 
R. Amen. 
 

  



The Priest sprinkles the people with the blessed water, while all sing: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

At the end of each petition, the reader says: 

V. We pray to the Lord. 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

The Strife is O’er 

 1. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  The strife is o'er, the battle done, 
  Now is the Victor’s triumph won; 
  O let the song of praise be sung. Alleluia! 
 
 2.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  The powers of death have done their worst, 
  but Christ their legions hath dispersed: 
  let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 
 
 3.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  On the third day He rose again, 
  Glorious in majesty to reign; 
  O let us swell the joyous strain. Alleluia! 
 
 4.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  He closed the yawning gates of hell, 
  The bars from heaven's high portals fell; 
  Let hymns of praise his triumphs tell! Alleluia! 
 



 5.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 
  From death's dread sting Thy servants free, 
  That we may live and sing to Thee. Alleluia! 
 

Text: Finita Jam Sunt Praelia (1695); translated by Francis Pott (1832-1909) 
Tune: VICTORY, 888 with alleluia and refrain 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

Alleluia ~ William Boyce (1710 – 1779) 

 

 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Standing at the middle of the altar, facing the people, extending and then joining 

his hands, the priest says:  
V. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands * for the praise and glory 
of his name, * for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Then the priest, with hands extended, says the Prayer over the Offerings. 

Exultant with paschal gladness, O Lord, 
we offer the sacrifice 
by which your Church 
is wondrously reborn and nourished. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 
 

THE PREFACE & SANCTUS 

Extending his hands, the priest begins the Preface Dialogue and the people reply: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



The priest continues with the Preface I of Easter, The Paschal Mystery.  

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,  
at all times to acclaim you, O Lord, 
but on this day above all 
to laud you yet more gloriously, 
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. 
For he is the true Lamb 
who has taken away the sins of the world;  
by dying he has destroyed our death, 
and by rising, restored our life. 
Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, 
every land, every people exults in your praise 
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,  
sing together the unending hymn of your glory, 
as they acclaim: 
  

At the end of the Preface he joins his hands and concludes the Preface with the 

people, singing or saying aloud: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

The priest shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects 

in adoration. Then he says:  
V. The mystery of faith.  
  

And the people continue, acclaiming:  

 
 
 
 
 



THE DOXOLOGY & GREAT AMEN 

At the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, the priest takes the chalice and the paten 

with the host and, raising both, he says:  
V. Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.  
  

And the people reply, acclaiming:  

 
 
 
  
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

After the chalice and paten have been set down, the priest, says:  

V. At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:  

 

He extends his hands and, together with the people, continues:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With hands extended, the priest alone continues, saying:  

 
V. Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our 
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe 
from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
 

  



The people reply: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Then the priest, with hands extended, says aloud:  

V. Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace 
I give you; look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and 
graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live 
and reign for ever and ever.  
R. Amen. 
 

The priest, turned towards the people, adds:  
R. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit. 
 
Then the priest takes the host, breaks it over the paten, and places a small piece in 

the chalice. Meanwhile, the following is sung. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

The priest genuflects, takes the host and, holding it slightly raised above the paten 

or above the chalice, while facing the people, says aloud:  
V. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  

 

And together with the people he adds once:  

R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, * but only say 
the word and my soul shall be healed. 



ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things and I desire to possess You within my soul. Since 
I am unable at this moment to receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as being already there, and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.   
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Pascha nostrum (I Corinthians 5:7-8) 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; therefore let us keep the feast 
with the unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

O Sons and Daughters 

 Refrain: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 1. O sons and daughters, let us sing! 
  The King of Heaven, the glorious King, 
  O’er death today rose triumphing! 
  Alleluia! 
 
 2.  That Sunday morn at break of day, 
  The faithful women went their way 
  To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 
  Alleluia! 
 
 3. An angel clad in white they see, 
  Who sat and spake unto the three, 
  “Your Lord doth go to Galilee." 
  Alleluia! 
 
 4. That night the Apostles met in fear, 
  Amidst them came their Lord most dear 
  And said: “My peace be on all here." 
  Alleluia! 
 
 5. When Thomas first the tidings heard 
  How they had seen the risen Lord, 
  He doubted the disciples' word. 
  Alleluia! 



 6.  “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 
  My hands, my feet, I show to thee; 
  Nor faithless but believing be." 
  Alleluia! 
 
 7. No longer Thomas then denied; 
  He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
  “Thou art my Lord and God!" he cried. 
  Alleluia! 
 
 8. How blest are they who have not seen 
  And yet whose faith hath constant been, 
  For they eternal life shall win. 
  Alleluia! 
 
 9.  On this most holy day of days, 
  To God your hearts and voices raise, 
  In laud, and jubilee, and praise! 
  Alleluia! 

 
Text: attributed to Jean Tisserand (d.1497); translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

Tune: O FILII ET FILIAE, 8 8 8 with alleluias 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM 

Surrexit Pastor Bonus ~ Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594) 

Surréxit pastor bonus, qui ánimam suam pósuit pro óvibus suis, et pro grege 
suo mori dignátus est : Allelúia.  
 
The Good Shepherd has arisen, who laid down his life for his sheep, and, who for 

his flock, deigned to die. Alleluia. 

 
 

THE CONCLUDING RITES 

Standing at the altar or the chair and facing the people, the priest says: 
V. Let us pray. 
 

All pray in silence. Then the priest says the Prayer after Communion. 

Look upon your Church, O God, 
with unfailing love and favor, 
so that, renewed by the paschal mysteries, 
she may come to the glory of the resurrection. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 



Then the dismissal takes place. The priest, facing the people, says:  
V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with your spirit. 
 

To introduce the Solemn Blessing, the priest or deacon will say: 

V. Bow down for the blessing. 
 

The priest prays three short prayers over the people. 

May almighty God bless you  
through today’s Easter Solemnity  
and, in his compassion, 
defend you from every assault of sin.  
R. Amen. 
 
And may he, who restores you to eternal life  
in the Resurrection of his Only Begotten,  
endow you with the prize of immortality. 
R. Amen. 
 
Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close,  
may you who celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast  
come with Christ’s help, and exulting in spirit, 
to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy. 
R. Amen. 
 

The priest concludes with the blessing, saying: 

And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever. 
R. Amen. 
 

Then the deacon, or the priest himself, facing the people, says:  
V. Go forth, the Mass is ended, alleluia, alleluia. 
R. Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 
  



RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Sing with all the Saints in Glory 

 1.  Sing with all the saints in glory, sing the resurrection song! 
  Death and sorrow, earth's dark story, to the former days belong. 
  All around the clouds are breaking, soon the storms of time shall cease; 
  In God's likeness we, awaking, know the everlasting peace. 
 
 2. O what glory, far exceeding all that eye has yet perceived! 
  Holiest hearts, for ages pleading, never that full joy conceived. 
  God has promised, Christ prepares it, there on high our welcome waits. 
  Every humble spirit shares it; Christ has passed th'eternal gates. 
 
  3. Life eternal! heaven rejoices; Jesus lives, who once was dead. 
   Join we now the deathless voices; child of God, lift up your head! 
   Patriarchs from the distant ages, saints all longing for their heaven, 
   Prophets, psalmists, seers, and sages, all await the glory given. 
 
 4. Life eternal! O what wonders crowd on faith; what joy unknown, 
   When, amidst earth's closing thunders, saints shall stand before the throne! 
   O to enter that bright portal, see that glowing firmament; 
   Know, with thee, O God Immortal, “Jesus Christ whom Thou has sent!" 
 
 

Text: William Irons (1812 – 1883) 
Tune: HYMN TO JOY, 8 7 8 7 D 
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