
VOTIVE MASS OF THE MOST SACRED HEART 
WITH READINGS FROM FRIDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK OF EASTER 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Cogitationes Cordis eius. (see Psalm 33[32]:11, 19) 

Ant. The designs of his heart are from age to age, to rescue their souls from 
death and to keep them alive in famine. 
 

(Psalm 32:1) Rejoice in the Lord, you just; praise becomes the upright. Give 
thanks to the Lord upon the harp. 
 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

When the Entrance Chant is concluded, the priest and the faithful sign 

themselves with the Sign of the Cross, while the priest, facing the people, says:  
V. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen. 
 

Then the priest, extending his hands, greets the people, saying:  
V. The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit. 
 

Then follows the Penitential Act, to which the priest invites the faithful, saying:  
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.  
 

A brief pause for silence follows. Then all recite the formula of general confession: 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 

And, striking their breast, they say: 

through my fault, through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault;  

Then they continue: 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  
 



The absolution by the priest follows:  

V. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.  
R. Amen. 
 

The Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy) invocations follow. 

	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COLLECT 

The priest, with hands joined, says:  
V. Let us pray. 
 

And all pray in silence with the priest for a while. Then the priest, with hands 

extended, says the Collect prayer. 

Clothe us, Lord God, 
with the virtues of the Heart of your Son 
and set us aflame with his love, 
that, conformed to his image, 
we may merit a share in eternal redemption. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING 

Acts of the Apostles 9:1-20 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest and asked him 
for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, that, 
if he should find any men or women who belonged to the Way, 
he might bring them back to Jerusalem in chains. 
On his journey, as he was nearing Damascus, 
a light from the sky suddenly flashed around him. 
He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
He said, “Who are you, sir?” 
The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
Now get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do.” 
The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, 
for they heard the voice but could see no one. 
Saul got up from the ground, 
but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing; 
so they led him by the hand and brought him to Damascus. 
For three days he was unable to see, and he neither ate nor drank. 

There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, 
and the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight 
and ask at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul. 
He is there praying, 
and in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias 
come in and lay his hands on him, 
that he may regain his sight.” 
But Ananias replied, 
“Lord, I have heard from many sources about this man, 
what evil things he has done to your holy ones in Jerusalem. 
And here he has authority from the chief priests 
to imprison all who call upon your name.” 
But the Lord said to him, 
“Go, for this man is a chosen instrument of mine 
to carry my name before Gentiles, kings, and children of Israel, 
and I will show him what he will have to suffer for my name.” 
So Ananias went and entered the house; 



laying his hands on him, he said, 
“Saul, my brother, the Lord has sent me, 
Jesus who appeared to you on the way by which you came, 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Immediately things like scales fell from his eyes 
and he regained his sight. 
He got up and was baptized, 
and when he had eaten, he recovered his strength. 

He stayed some days with the disciples in Damascus, 
and he began at once to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God. 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 117:1BC, 2 

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. 

Praise the LORD, all you nations; 
glorify him, all you peoples! R. 
 
For steadfast is his kindness toward us, 
and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever. R. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

see John 6:56 

V.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
R.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood, 
remains in me and I in him, says the Lord. 

R.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
  



GOSPEL 

John 6:52-59 

V.  The Lord be with you. 
R.  And with your spirit. 
V.  A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.  
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, 
“How can this man give us his Flesh to eat?” 
Jesus said to them, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink his Blood, 
you do not have life within you. 
Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood 
has eternal life, 
and I will raise him on the last day. 
For my Flesh is true food, 
and my Blood is true drink. 
Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood 
remains in me and I in him. 
Just as the living Father sent me 
and I have life because of the Father, 
so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me. 
This is the bread that came down from heaven. 
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, 
whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 
These things he said while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Then follows the Homily, which is to be preached by a priest or deacon on all 

Sundays and Holydays of Obligation; on other days, it is recommended. 

 

 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

At the end of each petition, the reader says: 

V. We pray to the Lord. 
R. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON 

Improperium expectavit cor meum. (see Psalm 68:21) 

Ant. My heart has expected reproach and misery, and I looked for one who 
would grieve together with me, but there was none, and for one who would 
comfort me, and I found none. 
 

(Psalm 68:30) But I am afflicted and sorrowful; let your salvation, O God, set 
me on high.  
 

(Psalm 68:31) I will praise the name of God with a canticle, and I will magnify 
him with praise.  
 

(Psalm 68:33) The poor when they see it will be glad, and God-seeking hearts 
will revive.  
 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Standing at the middle of the altar, facing the people, extending and then joining 

his hands, the priest says:  
V. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands * for the praise and glory 
of his name, * for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Then the priest, with hands extended, says the Prayer over the Offerings. 

O God, Father of mercies, 
who, because of the great love with which you loved us, 
with untold goodness gave us your Only Begotten Son, 
grant, we pray, 
that, being perfectly united with him, 
we may offer you worthy homage. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE PREFACE & SANCTUS 

Extending his hands, the priest begins the Preface Dialogue and the people reply: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The priest continues with the Preface: The boundless charity of Christ.  

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,  
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 
For raised up high on the Cross, 
he gave himself up for us with a wonderful love 
and poured our Blood and water from his pierced side, 
the wellspring of the Church’s Sacraments, 
so that, won over to the open Heart of the Savior, 
all might draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation. 
And so, with all the Angels and Saints, 
we praise you, as without end we acclaim: 
  

At the end of the Preface he joins his hands and concludes the Preface with the 

people, singing or saying aloud: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

The priest shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects 

in adoration. Then he says:  
V. The mystery of faith.  
  

And the people continue, acclaiming:  

 
 
 
 
 

THE DOXOLOGY & GREAT AMEN 

At the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, the priest takes the chalice and the paten 

with the host and, raising both, he says:  
V. Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.  
  

And the people reply, acclaiming:  

 
 
  

 
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

After the chalice and paten have been set down, the priest, says:  

V. At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:  
 

He extends his hands and, together with the people, continues:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With hands extended, the priest alone continues, saying:  



V. Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our 
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe 
from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
 

The people reply: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Then the priest, with hands extended, says aloud:  

V. Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace 
I give you; look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and 
graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live 
and reign for ever and ever.  
R. Amen. 
 

The priest, turned towards the people, adds:  
R. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit. 
 
Then the priest takes the host, breaks it over the paten, and places a small piece in 

the chalice. Meanwhile, the following is sung. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

The priest genuflects, takes the host and, holding it slightly raised above the paten 

or above the chalice, while facing the people, says aloud:  
V. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  

 

And together with the people he adds once:  

R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, * but only say 
the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 
 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things and I desire to possess You within my soul. Since 
I am unable at this moment to receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as being already there, and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.   
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Haec dicit Dominus. (See John 7:37-38) 

Ant. Thus says the Lord: Let whoever is thirsty come to me and drink. 
Streams of living water will flow from within the one who believes in me. 
 

(Psalm 88:2) The mercies of the Lord I will sing forever. Form generation to 
generation my mouth will declare your truth.  
 

(Psalm 88:21) I have found David my servant, and with my holy oil I have 
anointed him.  
 

(Psalm 88:34) But my mercy I shall never take from him, nor will I suffer my 
truth to fail.  
 
  



THE CONCLUDING RITES 

Standing at the altar or the chair and facing the people, the priest says: 
V. Let us pray. 
 

All pray in silence. Then the priest says the Prayer after Communion. 

Made partakers in your Sacrament of charity, 
we humbly implore your mercy, Lord, 
that we may be conformed to Christ on earth 
and merit to be coheirs of his glory in heaven. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 
 
Then the dismissal takes place. The priest, facing the people, says:  
V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with your spirit. 
 

The priest blesses the people, saying: 

May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
R. Amen. 
 

Then the deacon, or the priest himself, facing the people, says:  
V. Go forth, the Mass is ended. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
  



MARIAN ANTIPHON 

Regina Cæli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regína cæli, lætáre, alleluia: 
Quia quem meruísti portáre, alleluia: 

Resurréxit sicut dixet, allelúia: 
Ora pro nobis Deum, allelúia. 

 
Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 

The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia: 

Has risen as he said, alleluia: 

Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts from the English translation of Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
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