
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 
A Roman Catholic Community since 1932 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS: 344 Maple Ave.  Waynesboro VA  22980 
WEBSITE: www.stjohnevan.com  OFFICE: (540) 949-6145 FAX: (540) 932-8512 

Parish Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 
RECTORY: (540) 943-4051 (SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCIES ONLY after office hours; call office during daytime hours for other needs)      

 

PARISH INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY: In the event of inclement weather during the week, we follow the Waynesboro School System closings. If the city 
schools are closed due to the weather, the Parish Office will be closed and Eucharistic Adoration will be cancelled (if it is a Friday). On Sundays, Christian 

Formation cancellations are called into WHSV channel 3 and can also be found by calling Michele Kresge’s voice mail box at (540) 932-1527. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

A warm welcome to all worshipping with us today. If you need a Worship Guide, please ask an usher. 

Please note: children 12 years of age and under must be accompanied by an adult to the restroom during Mass or any church event! 

We strive to Proclaim the Gospel & to Love One Another  
… RIGHT HERE … RIGHT NOW. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday Evening: 4:00 until 4:40 PM, or by 
appointment 
 

Rosary: Friday: 9:45 AM 
 

Eucharistic Adoration:  
Friday: 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 
 

Pastoral Care: Please contact the Parish Office if 
you are aware of parishioners who are in the hospital 
or are sick, frail, or grieving at home, or in area 
rehab, convalescent, or retirement facilities. 

The Prayer Tree:  
Call (540) 949-7611 or 

(540) 221-4162 for 
special prayer requests 

11 November 2018 

 

Pastor: Rev. Rolo B. Castillo (rbcastillo@stjohnevan.com)  
Director of Christian Formation for Adults: 

Jeanne Branch (jbranch@stjohnevan.com) 
Director of Music: Amelia Fe Camacho (afcamacho@stjohnevan.com) 
Coordinator of Ministry to Youth & Children:  

Michele Kresge (mkresge@stjohnevan.com) 
Business Administrator: Lorraine Whitley (lwhitley@stjohnevan.com)  
Secretary/Receptionist: Jennifer Dunford (jdunford@stjohnevan.com) 
Office Assistant: Martie Wells (mwells@stjohnevan.com) 
Coordinator of Parish Maintenance:  

Jose Rodriguez (jrodriguez@stjohnevan.com) 
Parish Pastoral Council Chair:  

Libby Hobbs (libbyhobbs@comcast.net) 
Finance Council Chair: Joe Noto (jfnoto@hotmail.com)  
Building Committee Chair: Phil Thorpe (build@stjohnevan.com) 
 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST / MASS: 
Occasionally due to funerals or other unforeseen and extraordinary  
events, even sometimes at the very last minute, the schedule may  
have to be modified. Please contact the parish office to make certain. 
 

Tuesday—Friday:        9:00 AM 
 
Saturday Vigil:   5:00 PM 
Sunday:      8:30 AM & 11:30 AM 
Misa en español (25 noviembre) 5:00 PM 
Holy Days:    9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 
 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
25 November 2018 

Daniel 7: 13-14 
Psalm 93: 1-2, 5  
Revelation 1: 5-8 
John 18: 33—37 

33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
18 November 2018 

Daniel 12: 1-3 
Psalm 16: 5, 8-11  

Hebrews 10: 11-14, 18 
Mark 13: 24—32 

www.masstimes.org 
for when you’re on vacation, and Sunday Mass still matters 

The BULLETIN is ONLINE! Check us out at 

www.stjohnevan.com for breaking news, our 
ministry schedule, past bulletins, diocesan 

resources, and more! The bulletin is published  
every two weeks. Copies available while they last. 

SCHEDULE CHANGES & ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL 
BE POSTED AS SOON AS THEY ARE AVAILABLE.  
CHECK FREQUENTLY AND CHECK OFTEN. 

NOTE: First Friday Mass / 7 December  9:00 AM 

http://www.stjohnevan.com/
mailto:jfnoto@hotmail.com
mailto:build@stjohnevan.com
http://www.masstimes.org/
http://www.stjohnevan.com/


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

NOV 10 
SATURDAY 

NOV 11 
SUNDAY 

NOV 12 
MONDAY 

NOV 13 
TUESDAY 

NOV 14 
WEDNESDAY 

NOV 15 
THURSDAY 

NOV 16 
FRIDAY 

NOV 17 
SATURDAY 

  

5:00 PM 
† Wendy 
Jungermann 

 

8:30 AM 
People of the Parish 
11:30 AM 
† John Kohle 
HAITI 

† John Ardito 
  

 
 

 

9:00 AM 
† Estelle & Leon Pauly 

 

9:00 AM 
† Margaret 
Fitzpatrick 

 

6:00 PM 
People of the 
Parish 

 

9:00 AM 
† Jean Foley 

 

 

5:00 PM 
People of the Parish 

 

 

10:00 AM, CH 
Altar Server 

Training 

4:00—4:40 
PM, CH 
Confessions 

6:15—8:00 PM, 
CA 
Youth Group 

 

10:00—11:15 AM, 
SC & FR 
Youth Christian 
Formation 

10:00—11:15 AM, 
CA 
From Mass to 
Mission 

10:00—11:15 AM, 
Nursery 
PPC, Open 

Communications 

6:30—8:30 PM, 
FR 
Wellness 
Symposium 

 

9:30—
11:00 AM, 
FR 
From Mass 

to Mission 

6:30—
8:30 PM, 
FR 
GriefShare 

 

9:45—11:00 AM, FR 
Divine Mercy 

10:00—12:00 PM, 
SC 

Sewing Ministry 

10:00 AM—12:00 
PM, OA 
Young at Heart 
Computer Class 

6:30—8:30 PM, SC 
English Classes 

7:00—8:30 PM, CA 

Boy Scouts 

7:00 PM, OA 

Parish Council 

7:00 PM, CH 
Rosary 

7:30 PM, FR 
Knights of Columbus 
 

 

5:30—7:00 
PM, PO 
Safety 
Committee 

6:00—7:00 
PM, FR 

RCIA Children 

7:00 PM, SC 
Rosary in 
Spanish 

 

9:45 AM—
12:00 PM, FR 
Centering 
Prayer 

9:45 AM—
12:00 PM, CA 

Clothes Closet 

7:00—8:00 
PM, SC 

Cub Scouts  

7:15 PM, CA 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

 

9:30 AM, 
CA 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM—
7:00 PM, 
CH 
Eucharistic 
Adoration 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2:00—4:30 PM, CA 
& FR 
First Reconciliation 
Prep 

4:00—4:40 PM, CH 
Confessions 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

NOV 18 
SUNDAY 

NOV 19 
MONDAY 

NOV 20 
TUESDAY 

NOV 21 
WEDNESDAY 

NOV 22 
THURSDAY 

NOV 23 
FRIDAY 

NOV 24 
SATURDAY 

NOV 25 
SUNDAY 

 

8:30 AM 
† Richard Crotty 
11:30 AM 
† Alec DeJong 
 

 

 
 

NO MASS 
 

NO MASS 
 

NO MASS 
 

NO MASS 
 

 

5:00 PM 
† Jean Foley 

 

8:30 AM 
People of the Parish  
11:30 AM 
† Frank Bassett 
5:00 PM— 
SPANISH MASS 
People of the Parish 
  

 

10:00—11:05 
AM, OA 
Breaking Open 

the Word 

10:00—11:15 
AM, SC & FR 
Youth Christian 
Formation 

10:00 —11:15 
AM, CA 
Christian 
Formation Haiti 
Event 
 

 

1:00—2:00 PM, 
SC, RM #106 

Rosary Makers 

6:30—8:30 PM, 
FR 
GriefShare  

 

 

9:45—11:00 AM, 
FR 
Divine Mercy 

10:00 AM—12:00 
PM, SC 
Sewing Ministry 

6:30—8:30 PM, 
SC 

English Classes 

7:00—8:30 PM, 
CA 

Boy Scouts  

7:00—8:30 PM, 
FR 
Respect Life  
 

 

 

6:00—7:00 
PM, FR 
RCIA Children 

7:00 PM, SC 
Rosary in 
Spanish 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4:00—4:40 
PM, CH 
Confessions 

 

10:00—11:05 AM, OA 
Breaking Open the 
Word 

10:00—11:15 AM, 
SC & FR 
Youth Christian 
Formation 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Tracy Aitcheson, Nina Baramki, Tom Bischof, Josiah Castro, Steve Charles, Ann Czaplinski, 
Bertha Dantoni, Ruth Anne Duckworth, Justin Folks, John Gunther, Gertrude Hughes, Mason Hulen, Gloria McCrann,  

Donald Narducci, Sheree Parker; DECEASED: Joseph Audia; HOMEBOUND: Sam Scott, Francis Webb; 

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY: Sr. Airman Michael Brown US Air Force, Lt. Christopher Farkas USN,  
Jimmy Negrete, Sgt. David Grennan US Army, Maj. David Hildebrand US Army, Sgt. Christopher Kennedy,  
Maj. Shawn Pardee, Maj. Benjamin Sprouse, Lt. Megan Piotrowski USN, Lt. David Piotrowski USNR, and all who go unnamed. 

“OUT OF HER POVERTY SHE HAS PUT IN EVERYTHING SHE HAD.”  

Will you respond with generosity should the Lord choose you for priesthood? Contact Fr. Michael Boehling,  
Vicar for Vocations at (804) 359-5661 or mboehling@richmonddiocese.org. 

REPORT ABUSE. Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of misconduct or abuse on the part of 

clergy or staff of our diocese to notify civil authorities, call the ATTORNEY GENERAL’S CLERGY 
ABUSE HOTLINE at (833) 454-9064, and reach out to the diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator. 

BABY MOSES 
BASKET 

WEEKEND 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

NEW 
PARISHIONER 

REGISTRATION 
WEEKEND 

St. Josaphat St. Leo the Great 

St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary 

St. Andrew 
Dung-Lac 



FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA), St. John’s Christian Initiation for 
Adults is year-round and tailored to each individual’s needs. Please contact Fr. Rolo or Jeanne Branch 

if you wish to explore the possibility of becoming Catholic and joining our parish community. We look forward to assisting 
you on your faith journey! Don’t wait … we will get you started on your journey whenever you are ready. 
 

RCIA. All candidates, inquirers, sponsors, and team members are taking part in our parish-wide catechesis in the mass, 

From Mass to Mission, and there will not be separate sessions until after that program is completed in November. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! - ADVENT EVE OF REFLECTION. Please join our RCIA team, sponsors, and candidates celebrate an 

evening of reflection as the new liturgical year and season of Advent begins on Sunday, December 2 from 4:30—6:30 PM 

in the Family Room. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
UPCOMING ADULT FAITH FORMATION BOOK STUDY. Beginning Monday, November 26 at 9:30 AM in the family 

room, we will offer a book study on The Holy Longing: The Search for a Christian Spirituality by Ronald Rolheiser. This 
book is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand what Christian spirituality means and how to apply it to their 

own lives. “The Holy Longing translates the universal struggle for love and integration of spirit into a language accessible 

to all, explaining God and the Church for a world that more often than not doubts the credibility of both.” The study will 
extend approximately seven weeks, and the group involved in determining the final schedule. If you wish to participate, 

please purchase the book and read the first two chapters prior to the first meeting. If you wish to join the Monday 
morning group, please contact the parish office and provide us your contact information before Tuesday, November 20. 
  

32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
YEAR B, MARK 12: 38-44 

Niños: ¿A qué estarías dispuesto a 

renunciar por otra persona? 
Adultos ¿Qué estás dispuesto a dar por 
amor a Dios que sería una dificultad para ti? 

32° DOMINGO DE TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
AÑO B, MARCOS 12: 38-44 

Children: What would you be willing to give 

up for someone else? 
Adults: What are you willing to give out of 
love for God that would be a hardship for you? 

33° DOMINGO DE TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
AÑO B, MARCOS 13: 24—32 

Niños: ¿Qué harías tu hoy por los demás si pensaras 
que no tendrías otra oportunidad de hacerlo? 

Adultos: ¿Qué harías de manera diferente en tu vida si 
realmente creyeras que te reunirías con Cristo pronto? 

Children: What would you do for others today if you 

thought you would not have another chance to do it? 
Adults: What would you be doing differently in your 
life if you truly believed you would meet Christ soon? 

33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
YEAR B, MARK 13: 24—32 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 19— NOVEMBER 24, 2018 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19 ● Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5 ● Psalm 1:1-4, 6 ● Luke 18:35—43 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 ● Revelation 3:1-6, 14—22 ● Psalm 15:2-5 ● Luke 19:1—10 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 ● Revelation 4:1—11 ● Psalm 150:1-6 ● Luke 19:11—28 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22 ● Revelation 5:1—10 ● Psalm 149:1-6, 9 ● Luke 19:41-44  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23 ● Revelation 10:8-11 ● Psalm 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 ● Luke 19:45-48 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24 ● Revelation 11:4—12 ● Psalm 144:1-2, 9-10 ● Luke 20:27—40 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 12 — NOVEMBER 17, 2018 

 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12 ● Titus 1:1—9 ● Psalm 24:1-6 ● Luke 17:1-6 

 TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 ● Titus 2:1—8, 11-14 ● Psalm 37:3-4, 18, 23, 27, 29 ● Luke 17:7-10        
 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 ● Titus 3:1—7 ● Psalm 23:1-6 ● Luke 17:11—19  

 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15 ● Philemon 7—20 ● Psalm 146:7-10 ● Luke 17:20-25 
 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 ● 2 John 4-9 ● Psalm 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18 ● Luke 17:26—37 
 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 ● 3 John 5-8 ● Psalm 112:1-6 ● Luke 18:1—8 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

MASS TO MISSION, WEEK OF 10—17 NOVEMBER: CHAPTER FIVE – THE CONCLUDING RITES and OUR CALL 
TO MISSION. Mass does not end with the distribution of communion! To participate in the sacred mystery of Eucharist, 

the important concluding rites of the mass help us connect our transformation in the Eucharist to our mission. It is vital to 
remain for the blessing with God’s grace and, fueled by our participation and transformation in the paschal mystery to be 

dismissed to live as people of justice witnessing to God’s presence. Remember to watch the final video for this week, 

which is available on the parish website and the parish Facebook group and page. The parish website now has all 21 
videos for each chapter for each level archived on the From Mass to Mission page. 
 

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD returns next Sunday, November 18 in the Office Annex. As we learned in From Mass to 
Mission, God is present and speaks to us personally and as a community each Sunday in the scripture readings. BOW 

welcomes everyone who wants to continue to grow in their understanding of the Word and how it applies to daily life.  

Coffee, tea, hot chocolate and stimulating conversation is available every Sunday from 10:00—11:10 AM! 
 

WELLNESS SYMPOSIUM SUNDAY. The Respect Life Committee and our Parish Nurses Ministry are hosting a Wellness 

Symposium Sunday evening, November 11, from 6:30—8:30 PM in the O’Brien Family Room. Dr. Peter Puzio and Dr. Don 

Lee will speak. There will be information from Augusta Health and blood pressure screenings. All are welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CHARLOTTESVILLE CATHOLIC SCHOOL is currently accepting applications for the 2019-20 school year for grades 
Pre-K through 8th. We are anticipating waitlists for some grades so apply early! Call us today to schedule a tour. For more 

information email admissions@cvillecatholic.org, call (434) 964-0400, or visit www.cvillecatholic.org/admissions. Please 

join CCS Monday, November 12 for a Prayer service, honoring our Veterans beginning at 8:15 AM. Major Ogunlola will be 
the guest speaker and a flag planting ceremony will follow the prayer service. 
 

A DISCOVERY RETREAT (9th & 10th graders) encourages teenagers to discover their identity through 

Jesus Christ and their relationship with God. Elizabeth Fosnocht, Henry Fosnocht, and Ana Sophia Brinkley 
will serve as youth team members while Bill & Tricia Beard, Gary Capone, and Sherri Denson serve as adult team 

members for the first Discovery Retreat being offered this year. This retreat is scheduled for December 7—9 in Scottsville 
VA. Registration information is available online, through high school catechists, or from the Christian Formation Office. 

Registration Deadline is November 21. Cost is $70 (Scholarships are available). Contact Michele Kresge for additional info. 
 

PARENTS AND TEENS! Plan to attend “Purified” with Jason & Christalina Evert on Wednesday, November 14 at the 
Church of the Incarnation in Charlottesville. The evening includes LOVE OR LUST?: a chastity presentation for teens & 

parents; PARENTING FOR PURITY: a presentation for parents only, and opportunities for the sacrament of reconciliation 
and Eucharistic Adoration. The parent presentation will take place in the Worship Center at 6:00 PM. (Youth will gather at 

the Parish Hall.) LOVE OR LUST? begins at 7:30 PM in the Worship Center and is open to all. Don’t miss this! 
  

OUR NEXT PREPARATION SESSION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION will take place on Saturday, 
November 17 at 2:00 PM in the cafeteria. Remember to bring a protein source (peanut butter, beans, canned tuna or 

chicken) for our Food Pantry. 

 
 

 

 

HAITI MINISTRY – WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

NOVEMBER 18, 2018 
Pope Francis in his message for the Second Annual World Day of the Poor writes, “It is 

necessary that the poor perceive the presence of brothers and sisters who show concern for 
them and who, by opening the door of their hearts and lives, make them feel like friends 

and family.” Our Haiti Ministry focuses on forming and supporting long term relationships 
with our brothers and sisters at St. Louis King of France parish in Pointe-au-Raquette, Haiti.  

We will celebrate the World Day of the Poor here at St. John’s by introducing the children in 

our Christian Formation program to the people and ministry in Haiti. During formation time, 
they will experience different stations that will teach them about life in a country where 

material possessions are few, where children have important duties including obtaining 
water for their families, where food is simple and not abundant, where soccer is played with 

homemade equipment. They will see that although life is hard, our Haitian brothers and 

sisters still manage to be joyful and grateful to God for what they have. They have much to 
teach us about gratitude and thanksgiving. 

EXPECTANT MOTHERS. Please pray with us for expectant mothers (connotes eagerness and anticipation). 
Call Carolyn Lacy (540) 949-7611, or Peggy McGough (540) 337-3536 to share their names with those who pray. 

OUR PARISH THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION on Thursday, November 15, will begin with Mass at 6:00 PM followed 

by a potluck Thanksgiving dinner in the cafeteria. Please sign up at one of the church entrances and be sure to bring a 
generous portion according to the first letter of your last name: A to D = Vegetable Dish; E to H = Deviled Eggs & 

Relish Tray; I to L = Potato Dish & Cranberry Sauce; M to P = Stuffing/Dressing; Q to Z = Dessert. 

 

 

 

mailto:admissions@cvillecatholic.org
http://www.cvillecatholic.org/admissions


OUR FOOD PANTRY is in need of help on Fridays from 9:15—10:30 AM. Some jobs may require moderate lifting. Please 
call Donna or Mike Hamp at (540) 942-9419 if you are interested, or if you have any Food Pantry related questions. 
 
 

DIOCESAN YOUTH CONFERENCE (DYC). This event is for youth in 8-12th grade and is a highly 

energetic, engaging, and awesome opportunity for high school teenagers to gather as a larger Church 
community and celebrate the amazing richness of our Catholic Christian faith. The conference is in 

Richmond, February 9—11. The theme is Christ Our Hope and the keynote speakers are Jackie Francois 
Angel and Sean Forrest. Jackie is a speaker, worship leader, and author from Orange County, CA. Sean 

is a missionary, author, singer/songwriter, evangelist, and cofounder or Haiti180. Registration forms are 

on the parish website and in the Christian Formation office. The cost is $150. Scholarships are available.  

 

THE MARCH FOR LIFE. The Office for Evangelization sponsors an annual Diocesan-wide 

delegation to the annual March for Life in Washington DC on January 17-18, 2019. The 

March for Life marks the anniversary of the landmark decision of the Supreme Court Roe v. 
Wade which made abortion legal in the United States. The delegation is primarily intended 

for middle and high school youth, campus ministry students, and young adults. This two-
day pilgrimage includes the “Life is VERY Good” evening of prayer for participants, then an 

overnight stay in Northern Virginia, and in the morning taking part in the “Life is VERY Good” youth rally and Mass, before 
traveling by bus to the March for Life in downtown Washington DC. The cost is $45 for Youth Participants (ages 11-17), 

$25 for College students, and $55 for adult chaperones. All buses will be scheduled to arrive in Woodbridge VA by 7:00 

PM at the EagleBank Arena (formerly the Patriot Center) on the campus of George Mason University. We will NOT know 
our departure time until January 4 when the Diocesan bus routes will be established based on those who are attending. 

Contact Michele Kresge for information. Registration forms are on the Parish Website or in the Christian Formation Office. 
 

REBOOT with Chris Stefanick, is Wednesday, November 28 from 7:00—9:30 PM at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 
Lynchburg VA. This is a high-energy, 2½ hour renewal event designed to bring a brand new energy and vitality. The 

event has two parts: (1) It begins with an inspirational, high-energy unpacking of the genius of the heart of the Gospel, 
revealing its power and real beauty. The experience is fresh and compelling, and is like hearing the Gospel for the first 

time all over again! People commonly say: “THAT reminded me – all over again – why I ever even wanted to be a 

Christian, to be a Catholic!” There is a lot of laughter, and there are some real tears. And, (2) it finishes strong with real-
life, practical, “can-do” ways of applying the genius of the Gospel in everyday life. From prayer and spirituality, to work, 

dating, marriage, parenting, health, and more! 
 

SEASON OF ADVENT. “Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, 

in which the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance of 
this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the endo of time. For these two reasons, 

Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight.”   Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and The General Roman Calendar (UNLY, 39) 
 

As we begin the new liturgical year with Advent, we are once again reminded of the joyful expectation to which we are 

called as members of Christ’s Body, the Church. Celebrating Advent well helps us to understand and celebrate Christmas 

more profoundly. Although separate periods of liturgical time, they are best appreciated together. During Advent, the 
time of expectation, we are reminded of the coming of Christ not only at Christmas, but of his Second Coming in glory at 

the end of time. This is a time of grace, a time for a new advent of Jesus into our lives. Our attention is drawn to the light 
that brings brightness to the darkest places of our lives. Christ will come again in glory, lead us from darkness, and make 

us his own. The liturgical celebrations echo that feeling of hope and expectation about Christ’s return and the reality that 

our preparation for his return in now. 
 

In our Advent celebrations, we find a strong emphasis on issues of justice and peace. On the First Sunday of Advent, we 

are called to prepare for the Second Coming of the Lord and to celebrate Christ’s entry into our lives by living as men, 

women, and children of justice who work for a more peaceful world. And yet, we know that the commercial world has 
come to dominate our Advent preparations, causing us at times to miss the real wealth that Advent holds forth for those 

who immerse themselves in its unfolding celebrations. 
 

For many, Advent is not that time when we pause to reflect on the promise of Christ’s return to that point called the “end 

times.” In our day-to-day lives, we find ourselves somewhat ready, usually tired, but not prepared. The expectation, the 

waiting, which is the posture of the Christian during Advent, seems lost in the shuffle of pre-Christmas hysteria. Yet the 
great figures that we meet in the Advent liturgies (the prophets Jeremiah, Baruch, Zephaniah, and Micah, along with John 

the Baptist and Mary, the mother of Jesus) remind us of the importance of listening, paying attention, patient waiting, 

and hope-filled living.                                                         (from Children’s Liturgy of the Word: A Weekly Resource, LTP) 
 

THANK YOU to the many families who brought in supplies for Christian Formation for Children and Youth! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Ashby family! They won a certificate to Zeus digital theater for the October drawing for 

Mass Transit. Packets are available at the Christian Formation Office. Don’t forget to leave your cards in the boxes near 

the entrances of the church. 
 


