The most recent practical link
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and the devotional icon of
the Lord’s Merciful love came
from the Polish nun Saint
Faustina Kowalska. Jesus
appeared to her on February 22,
1931, with the right hand,
bestowing blessings and the
left hand pointing towards his
Sacred Heart, from Whom
came two rays: one pale; the
other a bright red. These rays
represent the Water and
Blood that came out of Jesus’
pierced side while on the
Cross. This symbolizes

the purifying virtues of
Baptism and Confession

and the regenerative virtue
of the Holy Eucharist.

et’s report the words of Jesus to St. Faustina:

*I desire that this image be venerated by the

entire world; [ promise that the souls of
those that attribute veneration to this image will
not perish. I even promise victory over the
enemies, aiready here on earth, but especially at
the hour of death. I will defend that soul in the
name of glory”. Jesus, Himself explained the
significance of this devotion: My daughter, twell all
that I am love and mercy personified. The wound
in my Heart signifies the unlimited living waters
of Mercy. Tell all the souls chat [ protect them with
my shield of Mercy; it is for them that [ fight, bea-
ring the just umbrage of my Father [...] My
daughter! Tell the suffering humanity to latch
itself to the Mercy of my Heart and ! will fill them
with peace [...] Souls are perishing, regardless of
my sorrowful Passion. [ concede 1o them the last
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table of salvation, meaning my merciful feast
[...] this icon is a sign of the end days, after such,
the day of judgment is upon you.

/{ er 5/{]2/! His Infinite Mercy, the

also showed_5{. Faustina “hell”. “Today,
und:r the guide of an angel, I went into the
abyss of hell. It is a place of extreme torments for
the entire large, scary surroundings. These are
the varicus tortures and torments that [ have
seen: First torture: This consists of hell as being
the loss of the Presence of God; Second: the
continuous remorseful conscience; Third: the
knowledge that such a destiny will never change;
Foutrth: This torture is a pain that penetrates the
soul, but does not nullify it; it is a terrible votture
and it is a purely spiritual living firc lit only by
Gad's wrath. Fifth: This is the torture of eternal
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Jesus to St. Faustina: “This prayer serves to phcate my wrath:

Rexite for 9 days with any Rosary beads in the following manner:

Firs you will recite the Our Eather, Hail Mary and the Creed.

‘Then on the Cur Father bead, my the following words:
Esernal Father, | offer you the Body and Bload. the Soul and Dovncty
of Your Moss Precious Sem, Over Larl Jesus Christ in forgiveness for
our sins and she sins of the whale world

On the Hail Mary bead recite the following words:
For the gifs of His Serrowsful Passien, have mevcy o wi and en the
whole world

Finally, you will recite chese words:
Haly Immartal Father, have mercy on ws and o the whel world
shrough your Divine Strength. =

darkness, a horrible suffocaring, putrid odor; even
if it is dark, the demons and the condemned souls
can see each other among themselves and see all
the evil that others have done as well as their own
evil. Sixth: This torture is the knowledge of having
Satan as a constant companion. Seventh and last:
This torture is the incomparable desperation of
Ged's wrath, in blasphemy, cursing and swearing.
The sinner should realize the same ways that he
sins is the way he is going to suffer for all cternity.
I am writing this by the Lord’s direction, so that
no one can say that there is no hell, or that no one
has ever been there or that no one knows how it is.
I, Sister Faustina, under the Lord’s direction, have
been in the abyss of hell, for the simple reason of
being able to tell everyone and to witness that hell
does exist. What I have written is only a weak
shadow of what [ have actually scen.




Saint Francis nurtured

a particular affection for
lambs, to whom Jesus Christ
is often paralleled in Sacred
Scripture, most especially
for His gentle nature.

he Franciscan historical chronictes tell the
story that “during a trip to Rome, the saint
kept with him a little lamb, inspired by his
devotion to Christ, his most beloved Lamb.
Upon his departure, it was entrusted to a noble
matron, Lady Jacopa of the Sette Soli (Seven
Suns), so that she would have custody of it in her
home. And the lamb, as if spiritually educated
by the saint in matters of the soul, would not
leave the woman’s side when she went to church,
when she stayed, or returned. Some mornings,
when the lady was late in awakening, the lamb
would gently pounce and nudge her with his
lile horns, and woke her with his bleats,
encouraging her with his gestures and expressions
to hurry to church. For this, the lady had much
admiration and love for that lamb, disciple of
Francis and teacher of devotion. [...] One day
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while walking in the outskirts of Siena, Saint
Francis encountered a huge herd of sheep at
pasture. As he always did, he kindly saluted
them, and they, having stopped grazing, all ran
towards him, raising their heads and meeting
his gaze.
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fcsﬁv{p/hat the shepherds were stupefied,
seeing the lambs and the rams jumping around
in such a wondrous way. [...] Another time, at
Santa Maria della Porziuncela, some people
brought as a gift to this man of God, a sheep,
and he accepted it with gratitude, because he
loved the innocence and the simplicity thac
the sheep demonstrated by nature. The man of
God admonished the little lamb to praise God
and to absolutely not bother the brothers. The
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sheep, for his part, sensed the piety of this man
of God, and he put these teachings inte practice
with great care. When he heard the brothers
singing in the choir, he would enter the church,
bend his knees, and emit tender harmonious
bleats in front of the altar of the Virgin Mother
of the Lamb, as if with a strong desire to greet
her. During the celebration of the Mass, at the
moment of elevation, he would bow down,
knees bent, as if it were that this devout lirtle
animal wished to reproach men of little faith for
their irreverence and encourage devout men for
their reverence towards the Blessed Sacrament,”



