
St. Andrew / St. Mary / St. Theresa 

Pastoral Council Monthly Minutes 

May 23, 2017 6:30 PM at St. Theresa 

 Opening Prayer: Ray Collien  

 

Attendance: Mike Bemis, Rick Torn, Scott Frechette, Andy Shoemaker, Eileen Lifke,  

Greg Petri, Ray Collien, Vicki Hartwig, Dennis Charapata, Father Tom, Lisa Hoffman,  

Kathy Ritger, Neil Burns, Karen Bodden, Debbie Krapfl  

 

Review / Approval: Motion made by Debbie Krapfl to approve. The motion was seconded  

by MaryAnn Freund.  

 

Open Forum: The Pastoral Council is still one member short. Gene Bodden has accepted  

the invitation to join the Pastoral Council and represent St. Theresa's parish. When he attends  

the next meeting, we will have a full Council.  

 

Committee Updates:  

Combined Committee for the Advancement of St. Mary School: Andy Shoemaker 

 *Several fundraisers are in progress to help with funding the Childcare expansion project  

^Scrap metal drive. So far $900 has been raised, with the potential to earn another $1000.  

^Brats and burgers will be for sale at the Ministry Fair, following the 4:30pm service  as 

well as the 10:30am service on May 20-21.  

^LeRoy Meats is letting us sell sandwiches on Friday June 2nd, from 10am-2pm. Will 

also sell Scrip at this event.  

*Discussed reaching out to community companies to support the expansion with donations.  

*Many donations have already come in. It was suggested that community groups be  approached 

with specific requests instead of broad ones. 

 *Determine the cost of the project. Quotes are still needed for the plumbing, cabinets,  

electrical work, sink, water heater, washer / dryer combination, and refrigerator. Right  

now the only quote in is for a door at a cost of $800. A June 1st deadline was given to get  

all the quotes, so the Finance and Building and Grounds committees, can review at there  

last meeting on June 13th . The completion of the project is scheduled for August 1st .  

 *A microwave has been donated. 

 *Vicky Ries has agreed to oversee the Infant / Toddler room. She works for the Lomira  

schools, but will be at St. Mary's Monday-Wednesday-Friday from the start of the day  

until 1:00pm.  

 

Christian Formation: Debbie Krapfl  

*The 2016 / 2017 CCD year has come to an end. Registrations have gone out for the  2017 / 

2018 CCD year. No changes to the CCD fees  



*In the planning stages for a Mission trip in the summer of 2018.  

*Received 15 free tickets for LifeFest, in Oshkosh July 6-9. Promoting the event to try and 

attract our youth to go and attend this event. 

 *Will be meeting with a gentleman previously with INSPIRIO, and a gentleman who taught  

last year through the INSPIRIO program to see if would be possible to continue to  

work with our high school youth. 

 *Will be having a Graduation Breakfast on Sunday June 4th at St. Mary School Gym.  

LeRoy Meats will be making the breakfast and delivering it to the school.  

 *The graduating seniors will be presented a keychain at the graduation breakfast. This  

was very popular last year, and will be a new tradition moving forward.  

*The Ministry Fair will be held on May 20-21, following all 3 Mass services.  

Spiritual Life and Worship: Kathy Ritger and Karen Bodden  

*Outdoor Mass is being scheduled for Sunday July 16th at St. Andrew's.  

*Ministry Fair will be held on May 20-21, following all 3 Mass services.  

*Got a request to see if the Song Bells at St. Andrew's were going off at the right time, and  the 

correct amount of times each day. They were checked and they are going off at the  

right times.  

 

St. Mary's Finance: Mike Bemis and MaryAnn Freund  

*Action on the pillar: The engineering firm is reviewing, and we expect to hear back in  2-3 

weeks.  

*Soffit and Fascia are done. We will now get bids for the gutters.  

*The wall behind the school has collaposed. Will need to wait until the soil dries up.  

*The school is inquiring about adding a baby daycare to our program. We will need to add  a 

door between rooms and put in a plumbed sink. The school will provide us with a  ROI (return 

on investment)  

*We are reviewing the lease / buy options for a new copier.  

*We reviewed and approved the financial statements for the month.  

 

St. Andrew's Finance: Debbie Krapfl and Ray Collien  

*Finances as of April 30, 2017 were reviewed.  

*Researching the cost of the internet for the rectory with either Packerland or Dish. 

 (Father Tom needs to call them since he is the account holder).  

*Completed—Main church door needs some weather stripping.  

*Completed—The new church rugs have been purchased for $722.30 and are in church. 

 Main entrance and the ramp entrance both have 2 rugs. (4x6 feet plus a 3x5 feet) and the  

bell tower entrance has 2 rugs (both 3x5). Notification was given to Cintas that we were  

discontinuing their service. 

 *Pending—The casing around the lights to the west side entrance of church keeps getting  

broken by bricks falling. Old World Glass quoted a price of $400 to fix so we are working  



on another method using plexi glass. 

 *Completed—The bell speaker system was fixed by the installer from Ohio 

 *Completed—The Ministry Fair is set for May 21st to give parishioners a chance to join  

different committees. A flier was prepared with a description of our committee and what we  

do. 

 *Pending—We will be hosting fellowship on June 11th . If weather permits it will be outside.  

*Pending—The plaque donated by the Nitschke's will be placed beneath the cornerstone  

award winner's plaque.  

*Completed—The storage trailer will be moved to the cemetery road towards the east so  

Diedrich & Capelle will have room for their trailer when construction begins. 

 *Pending—The water lines and meters have been corrected so there is now a separate line  

to the rectory and a line to the new parish center. The Athletic Club makes a yearly  

donation to cover their usage over the summer months when baseball is in session. The  

Sanitary District should cover the cost of installing the line to the rectory and repairing the  

parking lot that needs to be disrupted.  

 *Pending—Omni Glass in Oshkosh has been contracted to look at the windows in Church.  

There is still leakage and we need a second opinion on options that are available.  

*Pending—Church roof, replace missing shingles.  

*Pending—The church boiler is not working. It will be replaced by Sure Fire this summer.  

*Completed—Asbestos removal was completed on April 21, 2017.  

*Pending—Demolition has started and should be done by May12, 2017.  

*Completed—Approved proxy for construction was received from the Archdiocese.  

*Pending—Diedrich & Capelle set up the building lines and can begin construction. Per the  

Archdiocese's Building Commission recommendation, we obtained 3 references for  

Diedrich & Capelle. We got glowing recommendations from the following 3 parishes in  

Fond du Lac: Holy Family, Presentation Parish, and Church of Our Savior. 

 *Completed—Tom Schuessler reviewed our contract with Diedrich & Capelle and prepared an 

addendum that was added to the contract.  

*Pending—The architect is working on plans to raise the ceiling in the hall.  

*Pending—County and town building permits are completed but we are waiting for the town's 

fee.  

*Pending—The digging for the new building has begun, but they have to go deeper than  

originally thought. They need to dig past the black dirt until they hit sand and gravel. 

 *Pending—The cornerstone including the lettering of “1955” will be saved and incorporated  

into the new building. There is also a time capsule in the cornerstone that will be removed.  

Fleischmann will notify us when they get to the point of demolition so it can be removed  

and saved. The time capsule could not be opened with a sledge hammer. Other options  

will be explored. 

 *Pending—Diedrich is working with a kitchen designer and will present some layouts for our 

kitchen, and will present some layouts for our review at a future meeting.  



*Pending—We will begin a wish list of items that will be needed in the new building.  

*Pending—Applications will need to be completed for Alliant.  

 

St. Theresa's Finance: Eileen Lifke  

*Reviewed financial statements and minutes—approved by consensus.  

*Church renovation has begun: 

 ^Need contract addendum—Mike Smith is not to be responsible for sub-contracors.  

^$30 thousand in so far.  

^Total of $45 thousand in pledges.  

^St. Ann's to give $1980 for Church sign. 

 *Eileen and Karen Scheberl to discuss proxy limits.  

^Confusion on who buys / pays for materials, etc.  

^Who should be signing off.  

^Lack of spending oversight.  

^All expenses must be in-line with the proxy.  

^Project must be in good standing for the Archdiocese audit. 

 *Boiler replacement on hold until late summer / fall.  

*$4,000-$5,000 for toilets and installation.  

*The General Fund previously issued payment for tuck pointing the Grotto 

 ^This amount must be transferred from the Grotto fund back to the General Fund. 

 *Discussed the Ministry Fair on May 20-21  

^5/20-- Father will kick off the pledges for St. Theresa and introduce the Ministry Fair.  

^5/20-- Committee members will be at booth following 4:30pm Mass. 

 =Brat Fry after 4:30pm Mass  

 ^5/21-- Committee members will be at booth following the 8:00am & 10:30am Masses.  

=Brat Fry after the 10:30am Mass  

*Karen's trustee term is up  

^Reviewed St. Theresa member list to nominate a trustee.  

=Waiting for contact information to call potential nominees  

^Karen's term could be extended if no replacement is found. 

 *Joe Widmer will be invited to the June meeting since Father Tom was not at May meeting.  

^Discuss the sale of the basketball court which occupies 2 lots.  

^The neighboring improved lots are assessed at $7200 

 *The committee completed the proposed annual budget.  

*High-level framework of Committee Goals as follows:  

^Support Catholic Education for the parish by sponsoring attendance to Men of Christ / 

Women of Christ Conferences.  

^Keep the parish financially sound.  

^Provide the resources to maintain the buildings and property.  

^Communicate the financial status to the parishioners.  



^Preserve the long-term viability of the parish.  

^Continue sound asset management for the parish. 

 *Goals will be finalized once the Pastoral Council completes its Mission and Goals.  

 

Human Concerns: Lisa Hoffman  

*Two carloads of donations were collected and taken to PAVE.  

*The “How Safe is our Community” workshop held on April 8th was very well received and 

attended. 25 people were present and the event was well covered in the newspaper.  

*Easter cards were made and delivered to our shut-ins.  

*The Human Concerns Committee will be in need of a new chairperson.  

*The Ministry Fair will be held on May 20-21. Brochures were created and will be handed out to 

prospects at the Fair.  

*Will be having a Clothes 4 Kids drive. Will be accepting clothes for children, backpacks, 

money, etc.  

*Waiting to hear from the local pastors if a Crop Walk is planned for this year.  

*Blood pressure checks will continue through the summer. It will take place every 3rd weekend 

after the Masses. There is a Fall event being planned for Saturday, October 21st  

at 9:00am. Topics covered will be Effective Communication Strategies in Dementia Care  

and Family Caregiver Support Programs. 

 *Information from the Pastoral Council meeting was discussed. 

 *Catholic Charities has provided us with some brochures to have available at the churches.  

Services offered by Catholic Charities are now available to us now, and if anyone needs  

their services, all they have to do is call. 

 *The Archdiocesan Human Concerns newsletter is available. Its titled “Love Thy  

Neighbor”. If interested sign up to receive a copy by sending an email to shelledr@  

archmil.org 

 *More information can be found at the Archdiocesan website about Social Justice,  

Charitable Works, and “twinning” with another parish in an impoverished country.  

 

Stewardship: Ray Collien  

*Attendance for the Ministry Fair was low  

 

Tech Team / Website Update: Greg Petri  

*The Parish Mission is now on the website.  

*Mike Bemis has been added as a user for the website.  

*Got pictures of St Theresa for a history page.  

 

Old Business: 

 *When Gene Bodden attends, The Pastoral Council will be full. 

 *A questionnaire to get feedback about the 1% Challenge was introduced. It will be placed  



in the pews for parishioners to fill out. If they prefer, the questionnaire also directs them to  

the Parish website, where they can also fill it out. 

*Cornerstone Awards.  

^St. Mary's:   

^St. Theresa's:   

^St. Andrew's:  

*The Council is working a list of goals but is struggling to come up with a list. One goal  

that the Council would like to try and do is to improve the communication between the  

Pastoral Council and the various committees, and the parishioners who attend and don't  

attend Mass on a regular basis. The council has discussed setting up a new data base  

so that email alerts on important events and information could be sent. The problem is  

finding a balance so that people don't get turned off by the alerts. The council also wants to  

try and make sure all of the parishioners are aware of all the different types of support and  

resources that are available to them. A pamphlet was recently used in the bulletin to help  

make parishioners more aware. Some of the other goals that are being discussed include: 

^Promoting St. Mary's School and Daycare  

^Making sure all 3 Parishes have properly maintained Buildings and Grounds  

^Making sure all 3Parishes are financially secure.  

^Making sure all 3 Parishes are warm and inviting to all visitors and guests.  

^Keeping our youth and their parents involved and active in the CCD program.  

The problem with these goals are that all of them have been talked about at great length  

and solutions for all of the goals listed above are being worked on right now. A lot of hard  

work and sacrifice is being done by a lot of very intelligent and devoted parishioners who  

comprise the many committees in the Church. From the Buildings and Grounds groups who  

are in the process of renovating the Church at St Theresa, to building a new Church Hall in  

LeRoy, to getting a plan of attack ready to solve a pillar problem at St. Mary's. Others are  

working very hard to promote missions and to make sure our youth are prepared to use and  

practice the Catholic faith in the real world. And yet others are working very hard to  

promote and raise funds and awareness for St. Mary's School. A new nursery is being  

worked on right now. The problem the Pastoral Council is having is where do they fit in?  

All of the groups and committees are all working hard and having a great deal of success 

 at what they are trying to accomplish. So the Pastoral Council continues to try and sort out  

a list of goals without getting in the way of all the committee's but more to try and offer them  

whatever help or guidance they need.  

 

New Business:  

*Some new nominees have come in to fill the expiring terms on the Pastoral Council.  

Ray Collien and Karen Bodden's terms expire. Discernment will take place a half hour  

before the next scheduled Pastoral Council meeting. It will take place in the gym.  



*Once the new members are selected, the Council will review the calendar and agenda for 2017-

2018 Pastoral Council year.  

 

Announcements: 

 

 *No new announcements.  

Prayer announcement for Next meeting: Father Tom  

Adjournment—Closing Prayer: Father Tom  

Next regularly scheduled meeting: June 27th at 6:00 for discernment at St. Mary  


