
BAPTISM
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children! They are signs to us that we
are growing in numbers and holiness.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH

What is Baptism? 

It remits all sins (both original sin and actual
sin) and their temporal punishments. 
It imprints an indelible mark on the soul of the
baptized which marks him/her as God's,
initiates him/her into the life of the Church,
and allows him/her to receive the other
Sacraments. It is through baptism that we are
born again -- regenerated -- of water and Spirit
and receive new life.
It infuses sanctifying grace, supernatural gifts,
and virtues, making us true adopted children of
God, without which we cannot be pleasing to
Him or obtain heaven.

Baptism is a Sacrament which cleanses us from
original sin, makes us Christians, children of God,
and heirs of heaven:

You can find the required baptism
request form online at
holycrossrcc.com.

Please keep in mind that baptisms
are not scheduled during Advent
and Lent (unless in case of
emergency). Please do not make
any definite reservations for post-
baptismal celebrations until you
have received confirmation that the
baptismal date is set. 

Please note that all families
requesting baptism should be
registered with the parish at least
three months, regularly attend
Mass (Sundays and Holy Days), and
contribute to the parish either
online or with envelopes.

OVERVIEW:



FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESIONS

What is the baptismal process
in our parish?

Baptism is the gateway to the

rest of the sacraments of the

Church, and as such, ensuring

that families are properly

disposed to introduce their

child(ren) to the sacramental

life is essential. In particular,

parents wishing to have their

child baptized at Holy Cross

must be registered, regularly

attend Mass (Sundays and

Holy Days), and actively

support the parish either

through online giving or with

envelopes, in order to

schedule a baptismal date.

Anonymous contributions are

not verifiable. 

You are required to have a

meeting with the pastor

before a date can be

confirmed. This meeting is

required for all families who

wish to receive the Sacrament.

How do I start the process?

We recommend that parents

who wish to have their child

baptized contact us as soon as

possible. To schedule a date

for baptism and/or request to

have baptism elsewhere,

please download, complete

and return the form on our 

Has been chosen by the
parents and consents to
fulfill the role 
Is at least 16 years old
 Is fully initiated in the
Catholic Church (received
Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist)
Leads a moral life in
harmony with the Church
Is a registered and active
member of his/her parish
Regularly attends mass
and participates in the
sacramental life of his/her
parish

What are the requirements to
be a Godparent?

Can we have only one
Godparent?

The Church requires that
there must be one godparent,
but should there be two, one
must be male and the other
female.

What is a godparent certificate?
What happens if only one
sponsor produces the
certificate?

A godparent certificate is an
official document, signed and
sealed from the Sponsor's
home parish certifying that the
Sponsor meets the above
requirements to serve in this
important capacity. Only those 

website along with at least

one sponsor form and a copy

of the child's birth certificate

to the parish office. 

All requests for baptism

forms must be submitted

with at least one original

church sealed sponsor form

and a copy of the birth

certificate of the child. Dates

are only confirmed once all

documents are submitted

and all requirements are met.

Thank you for your kind

understanding.

Can we choose our own date
for a private ceremony?

By their very nature,

baptisms are communal

ceremonies. However, at

Holy Cross we allow two

options for choosing a

baptismal date: a Saturday

morning outside of Mass, or a

Saturday or Sunday Mass.



The obligation of a godparent is to instruct and
to support the child in his/her religious duties, if
the parents neglect to do so or die.  

Persons who are not Catholic cannot be
godparents for Catholic children, because they
cannot perform the duties of godparents; for if
they do not know and profess the Catholic
religion themselves, how can they teach it to
their godchildren? Moreover, they must answer
the questions asked at baptism and 

What is a Godparent?
The role of the Godparent in Baptism

providing a sponsor certificate

can be admitted to serve in

this capacity. Anyone else will

be noted as a "witness".

Do we need to bring anything
specific on the date of baptism?

Families are requested to be in

the Church at least 15 minutes

before the scheduled start of

the ceremony. Families should

bring any items that can help

their child be comfortable

during the ceremony (eg:

bottles, pacifiers, etc). 

Are family and friends
permitted to take pictures
during the ceremony? 

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESIONS
CONTINUED

During the baptism, family

members are invited to gather

at the baptismal font to be

close and present for that

sacred moment. Photos may

also be taken then. 

If you have additional questions
or need any assistance, please
contact the parish office at 727-
546-3315 during our normal
hours of operation, or you may
leave us a message.

Families and friends in

attendance are welcomed to

freely take photos before and

after the ceremony. During

the ceremony, pictures may

be taken, but we ask that

guests remain in their seats

in order to do so. They may

not walk up the aisles, nor

may they stand in the

sanctuary.  

declare that they believe in the Holy Catholic
Church and in all it teaches; which would be a
falsehood on their part. (A non-Catholic will be
noted as a "witness").
 
 In the selection of godparents for their children
parents should chiefly consider the good
character and virtue of the godparents, selecting
model Catholics to whom they would be willing at
the hour of death to entrust the care and training
of their children.


