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Queridos amigos, 

¡Cristo ha resucitado, aleluya, aleluya! 

En este Segundo Domingo de Pascua, celebramos el Domingo 
de la Divina Misericordia. La misericordia está en el corazón 
de nuestra salvación. Dios, que nunca se niega a sí mismo, 
envió a su Hijo para salvarnos por amor y misericordia. El 
Misterio Pascual es la expresión de la misericordia de Dios 
para con nosotros los pecadores. 

Hoy, las lecturas nos presentan el desafío de la fe en la 
resurrección de Cristo al contarnos la historia del incrédulo 
Tomás. Hoy, nuestra duda no es solo abstenernos de creer en 
su resurrección, sino también de la verdad de su presencia 
con nosotros en medio de los desafíos de nuestra vida. La 
verdad sobre la celebración de hoy es que, si Dios ha 
sacrificado a su Unigénito por nosotros cuando todavía 
éramos pecadores, ¿cuánto más no estaría viajando con 
nosotros a través de los desafíos de la vida? Su misericordia 
es infinita y solo pide fe y confianza de nuestra parte. 

Thomas, a quien siempre llamamos el "escéptico" o "que 
duda", no se quedó simplemente en la duda. Llegó a creer 
que Cristo es verdaderamente su Señor y Dios resucitado. 
Esta fe lo llevó a confesarlo, diciendo: "Señor mío y Dios mío". 
Usted y yo estamos invitados a pasar de la duda a la fe en el 
poder de Cristo para liberarnos de toda esclavitud, temor y 
desesperanza. 

Hoy, la Iglesia nos brinda la oportunidad de experimentar la 
misericordia de Dios de una manera especial. Nuestra Novena 
de la Divina Misericordia llega a su fin. Por la tarde 
celebraremos el sacramento de la reconciliación mientras 
buscamos indulgencias plenas por nuestros pecados pasados 
y presentes. Al regresar hoy a la Iglesia a las 2 pm para 
celebrar la misericordia de Dios y participar de la celebración 
de la misa a las 3 pm para cerrar nuestra novena, recibimos 
de Su Corazón misericordioso la plenitud del perdón por 
nuestros pecados, pasados y presentes. 

La consecuencia de todo esto para nosotros es que una vez 
más somos restaurados a la plena amistad con el Señor y 
entre nosotros, como hijos de la familia de Dios. Estas 
celebraciones de la Pascua nos dan la oportunidad de 
esforzarnos por ser unánimes en el cumplimiento de nuestra 
misión de proclamar la verdad de la resurrección y la 
edificación del reino de Dios. Como Tomás, y especialmente 
san José, cuya intercesión pedimos para obtener la gracia de 
la Fe, entregámonos a la verdad de la Resurrección del Señor 
y luchemos por dar testimonio de la novedad del reino que 
estamos destinados a construir. Con fe y confianza en Cristo, 
nuestra duda se eclipsará y la luz de la resurrección brillará en 
nuestros hogares, lugares de trabajo, escuelas y dondequiera 
que Cristo nos envíe. 

Se te ha mostrado misericordia, ve y haz lo mismo. Y sigamos 
orando unos por otros y por nuestra familia parroquial. 

P. Emery 

Dear friends,  

Christ is Risen, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

On this Second Sunday of Easter, we 
celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. Mercy 
is at the heart of our salvation. God 
who never denies Himself sent His Son 
to save us out of love and mercy. The 
Paschal Mystery is the expression of 
God’s mercy for us sinners.  

Today, the readings put in front us the 
challenge of faith in Christ’s Resurrection as we are given the 
story of the doubting Thomas. Today, our doubt is not only 
refraining us from believing in His resurrection but also from 
the truth of his presence with us amidst the challenges of our 
life. The truth about today’s celebration is that, if God has 
sacrificed His Only Begotten for us while we were still sinners, 
how much more would not he journeying with us throughout 
the challenges of life? His mercy is endless and begs only faith 
and trust from on our part.  

Thomas, whom we always call the ”doubter” or “doubting” 
did not just remain in doubt. He came to believe that Christ is 
truly his Risen Lord and God. This faith led him to confess him, 
saying: “My Lord and my God.” You and I are invited to pass 
from doubt to faith in the power of Christ to free us from eve-
ry bondage, fear and hopelessness.  

Today, the Church affords us the opportunity to experience 
God’s mercy in a special way. Our Divine Mercy Novena draws 
to its end. In the afternoon we will celebrate the sacrament of 
reconciliation as we seek for full indulgences for our past and 
present sins. As we come back today to the Church at 2 pm to 
celebrate the mercy of God and participate to the Celebration 
of mass at 3 pm to close our novena, we receive from His 
merciful Heart fullness of forgiveness for our sins, past and 
present.  

The consequence of all this for us is that we are once again 
restored to full friendship with the Lord and with one anoth-
er, as children of God’s family. These easter celebrations give 
us the opportunity to strive to be of one heart and mind in 
the fulfillment of our mission of proclaiming to truth of the 
resurrection and the building of the kingdom of God. Like 
Thomas, and especially Saint Joseph whose intercession we 
ask to obtain the grace of Faith, let us surrender to the truth 
of the Resurrection of the Lord and strive to bear witness to 
the novelty of the kingdom we are meant to build. With faith 
and trust in Christ, our doubt will eclipse and the light of the 
resurrection will shine in our homes, workplaces, schools and 
wherever Christ sends us.  

You have been shown mercy, go and do likewise. And let us 
continue to pray for one another and for our parish family.  

Fr. Emery 
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Saturday, April 10  Acts 4:13-21; 19-21; Mk 16:9-15  
 8:00 pm  Mary Ann Taylor 
 4:00 pm  Roger Reid  
 
Sunday, April 11    Acts 4:32-35; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31  
 8:00 am  Orville Griffieth 
 10:00 am   Holy Cross Parishioners 
 12:30 pm  Waldemar & Consuela Arvelo 
 3:00 pm  Pauline Laliberte 
 
Monday, April 12  Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8     
        8:00 am  Mike Zalewski 
 12:00 pm  Josephine & Michael Misinkiewicz 
 
Tuesday, April 13  Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15     
 8:00 am   Lee Ferreira 
 12:00 pm   Aurise LaPointe 
 
Wednesday, April 14 Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21  
        8:00 am      Vocations 
 12:00 pm  Richard Pacheco 
 7:00 pm  Lumena Espino 
 
Thursday, April 15  Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36  
 8:00 am  Jack Kennedy  
 12:00 pm  Oliver Pugliese 
 
Friday, April 16   Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15  
 8:00 am  Savannah Delmont  
 12:00 pm  Susan Kirkpatrick 
 
Saturday, April 17  Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21  
 8:00 pm  David E. Zalewski 
 4:00 pm  Therese Fluet  
 
Sunday, April 18    Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk  
    24:35-48  
 8:00 am  Holy Cross Parishioners 
 10:00 am   Baby April Maksymowicz 
 12:30 pm  Lawanda Lugo 

Reading 1   Acts 4:32-35                         
The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no 
one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had 
everything in common. With great power the apostles bore wit-
ness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great favor was 
accorded them all. There was no needy person among them, for 
those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the 
proceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles, 
and they were distributed to each according to need.  
 
Reading 2   1 Jn 5:1-6          
Beloved: 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, 
and everyone who loves the Father 
loves also the one begotten by him. 
In this way we know that we love the children of God 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 
For the love of God is this, 
that we keep his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome, 
for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world. 
And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. 
Who indeed is the victor over the world 
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, 
not by water alone, but by water and blood. 
The Spirit is the one that testifies, 
and the Spirit is truth. 
 
Gospel    Mark 16:1-7        
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors 
were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” Thomas, 
called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Je-
sus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand 
into his side, I will not believe.” Now a week later his disciples 
were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, alt-
hough the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and 
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it 
into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas 
answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said 
to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disci-
ples that are not written in this book. But these are written 
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his 
name. 

Loaves & Fishes Ministry 

Our Loaves and Fishes ministry, which 
feeds the hungry through Pinellas 

Hope, needs your donations! Please 
make checks out to Holy Cross, and be 
sure to note what the donation is for. 

Thank you so much for your help! 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/4?32
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/16?1
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Prayer Line  

If you or a family member are in need of 
prayer, please call the parish office at 727-
546-3315, giving the person’s name and 
reason for prayers.   

Please pray for the following 

José, Rose, Andrew, Sonny, Allison, Marty, Roia, Rose, Jim, 
John, Carol, Anna, Virgil, Gus, Dianne, Rebecca, Barbara 
Lilly, Elaine, Jacob, Donald, Mitchell, Faith, Mary, Meghan, 
Paul, Edith, Peggy Anne, Sylvia, Jean Ann, Felicitas, Adolfo, 
Jesus, Ileane, William, Jacob, Jeremy, Miranda, Susan, Lydia, 
Annette, Angela, Cecelia, Christine, Jill, Finnley, Jim, Lupita, 
Jeremiah, Jared, Phyllis, Natalie, Virginia, Jenn, Joe, Rick, 
Bud, Donna, Maryann, Susan. Donna, Susan, Denise, 
George, Carmelita, Margaret H., Gianna, Tina, Laura, John, 
Edward, Gail, Karon, Beth Anne, Joe, Evelyn, Gerry, Ben, Mr. 
& Mrs. Verstappen, Victor, Karen, Rose Marie, John, 
Maureen, Colin, Paul, John, Joseph, Peggy, Kami, Katie, 
Anne-Marie, Simo, Josephine, Terry, Bill, Maria, Edward H., 
Holly, Mary Ann, Doris, Zima, Craig, Sharon, Mike, Robert, 
Phyllis, Elaine, Jodi, Carly, Ann, Sharon, Beverly, Emily, Lynn,  
Mary Lou, Catherine, Roger, Maria, Alfredo, Eleanor, 
Dayana, Janet, Marilyn, Mary Ann, Bobby, Charlie, Christina, 
Peggy H., Mark, Renee, Glenn, Mary, Lynn, Sandra, Sally, Nick, 
Frank, Ed M., Paulette, Frank, Bozana, Mary Ellen, Sharon, 
Patty, Carlos, Maria Julia, Paula, Pam, Catherine, Amanda, Pat, 
Dennis, Lauren, Grace, Heidi, Scott, Lisa, Dawn Marie, Declan, 
Miguel, Nick, Sharon, Frankie, Kathy, Lisa, Pam, Frank, Sara, 
Nick, Lynn, Sarah Kristen, Joseph & Theresa, Pierotti Family 

Keepers of the Cross 

Keepers of the Cross invite all to participate in showing their love for Jesus by keeping His 
home clean. There is no age limit. There are plenty of jobs to do, from the weakest to the 

strongest. Come and enjoy a fun, spiritual time with the crew. No one will be turned away.  
The crew meets on alternate Friday afternoons at 1:00 pm and alternate Friday evenings at 

6:30pm. Call Alex at 941-726-0241 for more information. 

New Book Study: 
7 Secrets of the Eucharist 

Our new study will be on the 
book The 7 Secrets of the Eucha-
rist by Vinny Flynn. We will meet 

in the Small Hall, beginning on 
Thursday, April 29. Class will be 

held every Thursday from 10:00 - 
11:00 am. Books are available on 
Amazon. Questions or need help 
ordering a book? Please contact 
Laura McKenna at 813-340-9305 

or tennismc@msn.com.  

Sunday, April 11 
Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—

P Jones, S Pacheco,  
10am—C Giordano,  

R Hughes 
Lectors: 8am—S Bellan, 

10am—Y Kirby 
Monday, April 12 

Lectors: 8am—M Taylor, 
12pm—K Noakes 
Tuesday, April 13 

Lectors: 8am—K Noakes, 
12pm—T Chaoui 

Wednesday, April 14 
Lectors: 8am—L Reale,  

12pm—M Taylor 
 

Thursday, April 15 
Lectors: 8am—J O’Connor, 

12pm—A Convery 
Friday, April 16 

Lectors: 8am—M Taylor, 
12pm—L Shields 

Saturday, April 17 
Eucharistic Ministers: 4pm—

K Hossley, M Colravy 
Lectors: 8am—A Convery,  

4pm—J Terrell 
Sunday, April 18 

Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—
S Schuler, Sr Patrick,  

10am—M Jones, J Ortez 
Lectors: 8am—A Convery, 

10am—L Reale 

This Week’s Ministry Schedule 

Dispensation Lifted 

This past week, Bishop Parkes an-
nounced that he is removing the 

general dispensation from attend-
ance at Sunday Mass. For more 

information, please visit our web-
site at holycrossrcc.com.  

FORMED Watchlist 

This week’s FORMED watchlist is 
The Acts of the Apostles, an engag-
ing reading of this book of the Bible 

which will be sure to strengthen 
your faith this Easter. Please visit us 
at holycrossrcc.com, to listen to this 
recording for free on FORMED.org! 

May Rosary 

Save the date! May is Mary’s month, 
and during May we will recite the 

rosary daily in the grotto before the 
8am Mass. In case of inclement 

weather, we will meet in the church. 

mailto:tennismc@msn.com
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Weekend of April 3—4, 2020 

Envelopes:  236  (out of 1,045 families) 

Online giving:  $  2,120.50  (from 36 donors) 

Total offertory:  $  15,337.92 

Weekly budget:  $  5,600.00 

Budget surplus:  $  9,737.92 

Sanctuary Lamp  

The sanctuary lamp this week is a gift from 
Richard Meister in honor of Rick Meister 

Altar Bread & Wine  

The altar bread and wine this week is a gift 
from Bill Lugo in honor of Angela Roth 

Altar Flowers  

The flowers for the altar this week are a gift from Allen & 
Dinah Flexon in memory of Michelina Sacco. The flowers 
for Our Lady are a gift from Robert & Laura Furkovich in 

memory of Lois Hartman 

2021 APA  

Goal:  $  69,248.00 

Pledged:  $  36,193.00 

 Paid:  $  28,198.00 

Pledges:  173 
 

Pledging 
Many people feel that they can participate at a sacrificial 
gift level if they make payments over a period of time.  We 
currently work with monthly and annual pledge cycles. 
Donors who pledge will receive reminders according to 
their designated payment schedule.  

One-Time Gift 
If donors prefer, a one-time gift can be paid at the time of 
commitment or payment can be scheduled a later date. 

Electronic Giving 
All major credit and debit cards (MasterCard, American 
Express, Visa and Discover) as well as direct debit 
payments are accepted. Donor managed online giving is 
available through the diocesan website at:  
https://s.dosp.org/give 

Checks 
Please do not combine APA and Offertory in one check. 

  Stewardship: Eye Has Not Seen 

They say seeing is believing. But if you’ve ever ordered a 
pair of pants online, you know that’s not always the case. 
Whatever the photos promise us, what looked like a per-
fectly nice shade of navy blue on our computer screens 
comes in the mail as an unusual shade of blue green that 
only appears in the giant box of Crayola crayons. 

The Apostle Thomas, who couldn’t bring himself to accept 
that Jesus had risen from the dead without seeing him, is 
such an utterly relatable figure in the Gospels. Thomas is 
still reeling from a loss — not only of his good friend but his 
Lord, who was taken prisoner and crucified before his eyes. 
Thomas is guarding himself. He’s not believing the hype. 
He’s going to be the only judge of what is real and what is 
fiction. 

Would any of us be any different? We’ve all had those 
thoughts. Can we believe it all — Jesus, salvation history, 
the Eucharist — when we haven’t seen it with our own two 
eyes? 

That’s when we need to remember that those two eyes 
were absolutely positive they had ordered a pair of navy 
blue pants.  

It’s easy for us to sit back stroking our chins in judgment at 
Thomas, “you didn’t believe the testimony of your friends!” 
But do we accept the testimony of our friends? The saints, 
the popes, the Church fathers themselves? 

Sometimes the things that are most worthy of believing 

can’t be seen with the naked eye. 

https://s.dosp.org/give
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Pastor 
Rev. Father Emery Longanga, PhD 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Father Jesus Martinez 

Permanent Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Rick Zeitler 

 
 
 

Parish Manager 
Michele Williams 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Meza 

Director of Faith Formation 
Julie Sneddon 

Housekeeper 
Shirley Schuler 

Evangelization & Worship Coordinator 
Bunny Harmon 

Wedding & Quinceanera Coordinator 
Angelica Bañuelos-Espino 

Baptism Coordinator 
Millie Haylock 

The Necessity of Faith 

“That faith thus understood is necessary to salvation no 
man can reasonably doubt, particularly since it is written: 
Without faith it is impossible to please God. For as the 

end proposed to man as his ultimate happiness is far 
above the reach of human understanding, it was therefore 

necessary that it should be made known to him by God. 
This knowledge, however, is nothing else than faith, by 
which we yield our unhesitating assent to whatever the 
authority of our Holy Mother the Church teaches us to 

have been revealed by God; for the faithful cannot doubt 
those things of which God, who is truth itself, is the au-

thor.” - The Roman Catechism  

Prayer to Saint Joseph for Grace of FAITH 

Great Saint Joseph,  
who are the director, the friend, and the protector  

of those souls who desire to be perfect,  
you who did learn from Jesus and Mary  

how to conquer the powers of hell,  
and to practice all virtues,  

obtain for me the grace of FAITH.  
Beloved Saint Joseph, my father, my guide, and my model,  

you who have so much zeal for the glory of Jesus Christ, and 
for my sanctification,  

please listen to my petition.  
I have the sweet confidence that you will not reject it.  

Your goodness will supply that which is lacking in my fervor,  
and according to the depth of your love for me,  

and of your power with Him Who has deigned to be called 
your Son,  

you will favorably hear me. Amen. 

Oración a San José por la Gracia de la FE 

Gran San José, 
quien es el director, el amigo y el protector 

de aquellas almas que desean ser perfectas, 
tú que aprendiste de Jesús y María 

cómo conquistar los poderes del infierno, 
y practicar todas las virtudes, 

obtén para mí la gracia de la FE. 
Amado San José, mi padre, mi guía y mi modelo, 

tú que tienes tanto celo por la gloria de Jesucristo y por mi 
santificación, 

por favor escuche mi petición. 
Tengo la dulce confianza de que no lo rechazará. 

Tu bondad suplirá lo que falta en mi fervor, 
y según la profundidad de tu amor por mí, 

y de tu poder con Aquel que se ha dignado ser llamado  
Hijo tuyo, 

me escucharás favorablemente. Amén. 

The Popes on the Faith of Saint Joseph 

From Patris Corde, by Pope Francis, 2020 

“Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history and his 
plan were at work. Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in 

God includes believing that he can work even through our 
fears, our frailties and our weaknesses. He also teaches us 
that amid the tempests of life, we must never be afraid to 
let the Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in 

complete control, yet God always sees the bigger picture. 
... 

The faith Christ taught us is what we see in Saint Joseph. He 
did not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality with open 

eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.” 
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IMPORTANT: Confirmation Updates 

(8th Grade Saturday class and RCIA) 
Confirmation Class has 3 mandatory classes remaining 
plus rehearsal (see below) before the Conferral of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation on June 5. Attendance is man-
datory for the remaining classes and rehearsal to receive 

the sacrament. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Julie Sneddon, (Faith Formation Director) 

at our Parish Office.  

The final schedule is as follows: 
April 17  May 1  May 15 

June 4—Confirmation Rehearsal, 6:30pm, St. Catherine  
June 5—Sacrament of Confirmation, 12pm, St. Catherine  
No Confirmation class May 29 (Memorial Day Weekend) 

IMPORTANT: First Holy Communion Updates 

(2nd & 3rd Grade Students Only) 
First Holy Communion for 2nd & 3rd Graders have 6 clas-
ses remaining plus rehearsal (see below) before receiving 

the Sacrament of First Holy Communion on May 1st . 
Attendance is mandatory for the remaining classes and 

rehearsal to receive the sacrament. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please contact Julie Sneddon, (Faith 
Formation Director) at our Parish Office. The final class 

schedule and special event schedule is as follows: 

Regular Sunday Classes Remaining: 
April 18  April 25 

May 2  May 16  May 23 

Mandatory Special Events: 
Saturday, April 24—Holy Communion Retreat 9 – Noon 

Friday, April 30—Holy Communion Rehearsal 7pm 
Saturday, May 1—Holy Communion 12pm 

Sunday, May 2—May Crowning 10am Mass                     
No classes will be held on May 9 (Mother’s Day) 

Parents, please add these dates to your calendars! 

Easter Egg Hunt 

A big thank you to everyone who turned out last Saturday 
for our annual Easter egg hunt! Everyone had a great time! 

Congratulations to Joel & Valeria Flores 

Our Easter Vigil was beautiful and joyful as we were 
blessed to have two people receive the sacraments of initi-
ation. Joel Flores received the sacraments of baptism and 
first holy communion, and his sister, Valeria, received first 
holy communion. Let us continue to pray for Joel, Valeria, 

and all those in our faith formation program.  

Are You Being Called? 

Could God be calling you to assist with our Faith Formation 
Program in some capacity?  

Think, Pray, Discern!  

You could be part of the mission and help save souls for 
Christ! Contact Julie Sneddon (Director), she loves to talk 
about our time & talents advancing the Kingdom of God. 


