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Queridos amigos, 

¡Es Pascua! Cristo ha resucitado y ha liberado a todos los que 
creen y confían en él. Me gustaría darles la bienvenida a todos ya 
que no solo agradecemos a Dios por hacer partícipes de la gloria 
de Cristo su Hijo y la bendición de esta reunión y celebración en 
persona del misterio de nuestra salvación. 

Todos recordamos lo llorosos que estábamos en esta época el 
año pasado, cuando, sedientos del Señor, no pudimos celebrar la 
Pascua como una familia reunida físicamente. Nos apoyamos 
mutuamente y compartimos nuestras alabanzas de Pascua a 
Dios en espíritu y a través de llamadas telefónicas. Hoy Dios nos 
ha devuelto. ¡Qué maravillosa gracia y bendición poder 
reunirnos de nuevo y cantar Aleluya al Señor! 

Hoy, solo tengo un mensaje de esperanza para compartir con 
ustedes mientras celebramos la Resurrección del Señor. Porque 
la situación en la que nos encontrábamos nos da la seguridad de 
la vida y la victoria en y con Cristo para decir con San Pablo que 
“estamos en apuros por todos lados, pero no aplastados; 
perplejo, pero no desesperado; perseguido, pero no 
abandonado; derribado, pero no destruido. Siempre llevamos en 
nuestro cuerpo la muerte de Jesús, para que la vida de Jesús 
también se revele en nuestro cuerpo. Porque nosotros, los que 
vivimos, siempre estamos entregados a la muerte por causa de 
Jesús, para que también su vida se manifieste en nuestro cuerpo 
mortal ”(2 Cor. 4: 9-11). La Pascua es el surgimiento de un nuevo 
comienzo de vida con el Señor que rompió las cadenas del 
pecado y la desesperanza. 

Así que ahora déjame decirte esto: 

A nuestra familia parroquial, ¡Feliz y Bendita Pascua! Que la 
Resurrección del Señor los fortalezca en la fe y les dé la 
seguridad de una nueva vida en Cristo. En esta celebración de 
Pascua se reza y se recuerda por usted y sus seres queridos. 

A nuestros visitantes e invitados, Felices Pascuas y bienvenidos. 
Gracias por elegir a Santa Cruz como lugar para agradecer a Dios 
y celebrar la Pascua, el misterio de nuestra salvación. Te 
amamos y te apreciamos profundamente. 

Para aquellos que perdieron a un ser querido como 
consecuencia de esta pandemia, que la paz y el consuelo del 
Señor Resucitado estén con ustedes y les otorgue la seguridad 
de la fe en la resurrección a la vida eterna. Y que el Señor que 
conquistó la muerte admita a sus seres queridos en Su eterna 
felicidad. 

Para aquellos que todavía luchan con los efectos de la pandemia 
y / o que están enfermos, ¡la velocidad de Dios! Que el Señor 
Resucitado te rodee con Su poder y te conceda consuelo, 
curación y recuperación. 

A todos, que el gozo de la resurrección llene sus corazones y sus 
hogares con la seguridad de un comienzo nuevo y brillante 
mientras emprendemos el nuevo viaje con el Señor que ha 
resucitado para concedernos vida y bendiciones abundantes. Y 
sigamos orando unos por otros y por nuestra familia parroquial. 

¡Feliz y bendita Pascua! 

P. Emery 

Dear friends,  

It is Easter! Christ is risen and has freed 
all who believe and trust in Him. I would 
like to welcome you all as we not only 
thank God for making sharers in the 
glory of Christ His Son and the blessing 
of this in-person gathering and celebra-
tion of the mystery of our salvation.  

We all remember how tearful we were 
at this time last year, when thirsting for 
the Lord we were unable to celebrate 
easter as a physically gathered family. We supported each other 
and shared our Easter’s praises to God in spirit and through 
phone calls. Today, God has brought us back. What an amazing 
grace and blessing to gather together again and sing Alleluia to 
the Lord!  

Today, I have only one message of hope to share with you as we 
celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord. For the situation we were 
in gives us the assurance of life and victory in and with Christ to 
say with Saint Paul that, “We are hard pressed on every side, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 
may also be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are al-
ways being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life 
may also be revealed in our mortal body” (2 Cor. 4:9-11). Easter 
is the rise of a new beginning of life with the Lord who broke the 
shackles of sin and hopelessness.  

So now let me say this:  

To our parish family, Happy and Blessed Easter! May the Resur-
rection of the Lord strengthen you in the faith and grant you as-
surance of new life in Christ. You and your loved ones are prayed 
for and remembered at this Easter celebration.  

To our visitors and guests, Happy Easter and welcome. Thank you 
for choosing Holy Cross as you place to thank God and to cele-
brate Easter, the mystery of our salvation. We love you and we 
deeply appreciate you.  

To those who lost a loved one as a consequence of this pandem-
ic, may the peace and consolation of the Risen Lord be with you 
and grant you assurance of faith in the resurrection to eternal 
life. And may the Lord who conquered death admit your loved 
ones into His eternal felicity.  

To those still struggling with the effects of the pandemic and/or 
who are sick, God’s speed! May the Risen Lord surround you 
with His power and grant you comfort, healing and recovery.  

To all, may the joy of the resurrection fill your hearts and your 
homes with assurance of a new and brilliant beginning as we 
undertake the new journey with the Lord who is risen to grant us 
abundant life and blessings. And let us continue to pray for one 
another and for our parish family.  

Happy and Blessed Easter!  

Fr. Emery 
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Saturday, April 3  Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1
   -2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ex 14:15—15:1; Ex 15:1-
   2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11; Is 
   12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4; Ez 36:16-
   17a, 18-28; Rom 6:3-11; Mk 16:1-7  
 8:00 pm  Holy Cross Parishioners 
 
Sunday, April 4    Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 
    5:6b-8; Mk 16:1-7  
 8:00 am  Women’s Club 
 10:00 am   Emilio Minardi 
 12:30 pm  Holy Cross Parishioners 
 
Monday, April 5   Acts 2:14, 22-33;  11; Mt 28:8-15    
        8:00 am  Marge Colravy 
 12:00 pm  Lukas Kassebaum 
 
Tuesday, April 6   Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18    
 8:00 am   Jim Colravy 
 12:00 pm   Philip McBride 
 
Wednesday, April 7  Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35  
        8:00 am      Vocations 
 12:00 pm  Leonard Sodora, Jr. 
 7:00 pm  Anna Roman 
 
Thursday, April 8  Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48  
 8:00 am  Bernard Stone  
 12:00 pm  Mary & Reyer Swan 
 
Friday, April 9   Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14  
 8:00 am  Tom & Edith Lynch  
 12:00 pm  Rocky McKenna 
 
Saturday, April 10  Acts 4:13-21; 19-21; Mk 16:9-15  
 8:00 pm  Mary Ann Taylor 
 4:00 pm  Roger Reid  
 
Sunday, April 11    Acts 4:32-35; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31  
 8:00 am  Orville Griffieth 
 10:00 am   Holy Cross Parishioners 
 12:30 pm  Waldemar & Consuela Arvelo 
 3:00 pm  Pauline Laliberte 

Reading 1   Acts 10:34a, 37-43                        
Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has hap-
pened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all 
those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are wit-
nesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This 
man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, 
not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in 
advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify 
that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who 
believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
 
Reading 2   Col 3:1-4         
Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ your life 
appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.  
 
Sequence 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim 
    Offer your thankful praises! 
A Lamb the sheep redeems; 
    Christ, who only is sinless, 
    Reconciles sinners to the Father. 
Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: 
    The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. 
Speak, Mary, declaring 
    What you saw, wayfaring. 
“The tomb of Christ, who is living, 
    The glory of Jesus’ resurrection; 
Bright angels attesting, 
    The shroud and napkin resting. 
Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; 
    to Galilee he goes before you.” 
Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining. 
    Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning! 
    Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel    Mark 16:1-7        
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother 
of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go and 
anoint him. Very early when the sun had risen, on the first day of 
the week, they came to the tomb. They were saying to one anoth-
er, “Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled back; it was very large. On entering the tomb they saw a 
young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a white robe, and 
they were utterly amazed. He said to them, “Do not be amazed! 

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he 
is not here. Behold the place where they laid him. But go and tell 
his disciples and Peter,  ‘He is going before you to Galilee;  
there you will see him, as he told you.’”  

Adoration Chapel 

Next reason to visit: Jesus will bless you and 
the whole world for this hour you spend with 
Him in the Blessed Sacrament. Visit our Divine 

Mercy chapel, open Mon—Sat, 8am—5pm!  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?34
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/16?1
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Prayer Line  

If you or a family member are in need of 
prayer, please call the parish office at 727-
546-3315, giving the person’s name and 
reason for prayers.   

Please pray for the following 

José, Rose, Andrew, Sonny, Allison, Marty, Roia, Rose, Jim, 
John, Carol, Anna, Virgil, Gus, Dianne, Rebecca, Barbara 
Lilly, Elaine, Jacob, Donald, Mitchell, Faith, Mary, Meghan, 
Paul, Edith, Peggy Anne, Sylvia, Jean Ann, Felicitas, Adolfo, 
Jesus, Ileane, William, Jacob, Jeremy, Miranda, Susan, Lydia, 
Annette, Angela, Cecelia, Christine, Jill, Finnley, Jim, Lupita, 
Jeremiah, Jared, Phyllis, Natalie, Virginia, Jenn, Joe, Rick, 
Bud, Donna, Maryann, Susan. Donna, Susan, Denise, 
George, Carmelita, Margaret H., Gianna, Tina, Laura, John, 
Edward, Gail, Karon, Beth Anne, Joe, Evelyn, Gerry, Ben, Mr. 
& Mrs. Verstappen, Victor, Karen, Rose Marie, John, 
Maureen, Colin, Paul, John, Joseph, Peggy, Kami, Katie, 
Anne-Marie, Simo, Josephine, Terry, Bill, Maria, Edward H., 
Holly, Mary Ann, Doris, Zima, Craig, Sharon, Mike, Robert, 
Phyllis, Elaine, Jodi, Carly, Ann, Sharon, Beverly, Emily, Lynn,  
Mary Lou, Catherine, Roger, Maria, Alfredo, Eleanor, 
Dayana, Janet, Marilyn, Mary Ann, Bobby, Charlie, Christina, 
Peggy H., Mark, Renee, Glenn, Mary, Lynn, Sandra, Sally, Nick, 
Frank, Ed M., Paulette, Frank, Bozana, Mary Ellen, Sharon, 
Patty, Carlos, Maria Julia, Paula, Pam, Catherine, Amanda, Pat, 
Dennis, Lauren, Grace, Heidi, Scott, Lisa, Dawn Marie, Declan, 
Miguel, Nick, Sharon, Frankie, Kathy, Lisa, Pam, Frank, Sara, 
Nick, Lynn, Sarah Kristen, Joseph & Theresa 

Keepers of the Cross 

Keepers of the Cross invite all to participate in showing their love for Jesus by keeping His 
home clean. There is no age limit. There are plenty of jobs to do, from the weakest to the 

strongest. Come and enjoy a fun, spiritual time with the crew. No one will be turned away.  
The crew meets on alternate Friday afternoons at 1:00 pm and alternate Friday evenings at 

6:30pm. Call Alex at 941-726-0241 for more information. 

Online Giving Invitation 
Online giving has never been easier! Please visit us at: 

holycrossrcc.weshareonline.org to register and set up your 
one time or recurring contributions! Thank you! 

Facebook & Instagram 
Please be sure to follow Holy Cross 

on Facebook & Instagram! If you 
have any pictures you would like to 
share, you may email them to mme-

za@holycrossrcc.com. Thank you! 

Divine Mercy 

Please join us for the Di-
vine Mercy novena, recit-
ed each day at 2:00 pm in 
the church until Saturday, 

April 10.  
The Mass for Divine Mer-
cy Sunday will be at 3:00 
pm on Sunday, April 11. 

Confessions will be heard 
beforehand, beginning at 

2:00 pm.  
All are welcome! 

Sunday, April 4 
Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—

S Pacheco, Sr Patrick, 
10am—M Branesky,  

A Gerardi 
Lectors: 8am—M Taylor, 

10am—J Orama 
Monday, April 5 

Lectors: 8am—L Reale, 
12pm—K Noakes 
Tuesday, April 6 

Lectors: 8am—K Noakes, 
12pm—T Chaoui 

Wednesday, April 7 
Lectors: 8am—L Reale,  

12pm—M Taylor 
Thursday, April 8 

Lectors: 8am—J O’Connor, 
12pm—A Convery 

Friday, April 9 
Lectors: 8am—M Taylor, 

12pm—T Chaoui 
Saturday, April 10 

Eucharistic Ministers: 4pm—
K Hossley, M Colravy 

Lectors: 8am—A Convery,  
4pm—L Ferreira 
Sunday, April 11 

Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—
P Jones, S Pacheco,  
10am—C Giordano,  

R Hughes 
Lectors: 8am—S Bellan, 

10am—Y Kirby 

This Week’s Ministry Schedule 

FORMED Watchlist 

This week’s FORMED watchlist is 
Deep Conversion/Deep Prayer by Fr. 
Thomas Dubay, a talk about growth 

in holiness and how to achieve it. 
Please visit us at holycrossrcc.com, 
to listen to this important talk for 

free on FORMED.org! 
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Holy Cross Bequests  

Did you know that you can name Holy Cross in your will or 
trust to help continue the mission you proudly participate 
in? To observe the best method for naming this parish in 

your will or trust, please ask your attorney to use the 
following terminology: 

“I give devise, and bequeath (amount, article, stock, etc.) to 
Gregory L. Parkes, as Bishop of the Diocese of St. 

Petersburg, and his successors in the office, for the use of  
Holy Cross Catholic Church, 7851 54th Avenue N,  

St. Petersburg, FL 33709.” 

Sanctuary Lamp  

The sanctuary lamp this week is a gift from 
Mary Dahlstrom in memory of Suzanne 

Church 

Altar Bread & Wine  

The altar bread and wine this week is a gift 
from Rose Smoot in memory of Raymond & 

Rose Holbrook 

Altar Flowers  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
Easter flower fund this year! 

2021 APA  

Goal:  $  69,248.00 

Pledged:  $  32,689.00 

 Paid:  $  25,881.00 

Pledges:  161 
 

Pledging 
Many people feel that they can participate at a sacrificial 
gift level if they make payments over a period of time.  We 
currently work with monthly and annual pledge cycles. 
Donors who pledge will receive reminders according to 
their designated payment schedule.  

One-Time Gift 
If donors prefer, a one-time gift can be paid at the time of 
commitment or payment can be scheduled a later date. 

Electronic Giving 
All major credit and debit cards (MasterCard, American 
Express, Visa and Discover) as well as direct debit 
payments are accepted. Donor managed online giving is 
available through the diocesan website at:  
https://s.dosp.org/give 

Checks 
Please do not combine APA and Offertory in one check. 

  Stewardship: A Happy Ending isn’t the Whole Story 

“Is there a happy ending?” 

When my kids were young, we never made it past the first 
whiff of any narrative tension before I got this question. As 
soon as whatever princess or furry woodland animal who 
was the hero of the story got into any small scrape, they 
wanted that reassurance, “Is there a happy ending?” 

I can’t say I blame them. Don’t we all feel that way some-
times? We enter into a relationship with someone or some 
situation, and we just want to protect ourselves. We want 
to know it’s not going to go badly — or, if it does, that we 
will be able to come back from it. It’s a human instinct, a 
reflex. Our inclination to protect ourselves makes it so that 
we sometimes want to press fast-forward on the bad stuff 
and skip straight ahead to the happily-ever-after. 

Easter is the ultimate happy ending. It’s the day of miracles. 
The day when all the stones roll away and all the sins are 
forgiven. It’s the day that puts everything right. 

But if we learned anything from this week — from the Pas-
sion and death of the Lord — it’s that we can’t press fast-
forward on the hardships of life. That tension, that loss, 
that fear — it’s crucial, isn’t it? As Catholics, we are who we 
are because of Easter. But Easter doesn’t happen without 
Good Friday. 

So, does the story of salvation have a happy ending? We 
know it does. But we also remember that the ending isn’t 
all that matters. 

https://s.dosp.org/give
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The Definition of Faith 

Faith is a Divine virtue by which we firmly believe the 
truths which God has revealed. 

I believe though I do not comprehend, and I hold by faith 
what I cannot grasp with the mind. - Saint Bernard 

Hold firmly that our faith is identical with that of the an-
cients. Deny this, and you dissolve the unity of the Church. 

 - Saint Thomas Aquinas  

If you believe what you like in the gospels, and reject what 
you don't like, it is not the gospel you believe, but yourself. 

 - Saint Augustine  

We walk by faith, not by sight. - Saint Paul 

Prayer to Saint Joseph for Grace of FAITH 

Great Saint Joseph,  
who are the director, the friend, and the protector  

of those souls who desire to be perfect,  
you who did learn from Jesus and Mary  

how to conquer the powers of hell,  
and to practice all virtues,  

obtain for me the grace of FAITH.  
Beloved Saint Joseph, my father, my guide, and my model,  

you who have so much zeal for the glory of Jesus Christ, and 
for my sanctification,  

please listen to my petition.  
I have the sweet confidence that you will not reject it.  

Your goodness will supply that which is lacking in my fervor,  
and according to the depth of your love for me,  

and of your power with Him Who has deigned to be called 
your Son,  

you will favorably hear me. Amen. 

Oración a San José por la Gracia de la FE 

Gran San José, 
quien es el director, el amigo y el protector 

de aquellas almas que desean ser perfectas, 
tú que aprendiste de Jesús y María 

cómo conquistar los poderes del infierno, 
y practicar todas las virtudes, 

obtén para mí la gracia de la FE. 
Amado San José, mi padre, mi guía y mi modelo, 

tú que tienes tanto celo por la gloria de Jesucristo y por mi 
santificación, 

por favor escuche mi petición. 
Tengo la dulce confianza de que no lo rechazará. 

Tu bondad suplirá lo que falta en mi fervor, 
y según la profundidad de tu amor por mí, 

y de tu poder con Aquel que se ha dignado ser llamado  
Hijo tuyo, 

me escucharás favorablemente. Amén. 

The Popes on the Faith of Saint Joseph 

From On Saint Joseph, by Pope John Paul II, 1989 

“Now at the beginning of this pilgrimage, the faith of Mary 
meets the faith of Joseph. If Elizabeth said of the Redeem-

er's Mother, "blessed is she who believed," in a certain 
sense this blessedness can be referred to Joseph as well, 
since he responded positively to the word of God when it 

was communicated to him at the decisive moment. While it 
is true that Joseph did not respond to the angel's 

"announcement" in the same way as Mary, he "did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him and took his wife." What 

he did is the clearest "obedience of faith" (cf. Rom 1:5; 
16:26; 2 Cor 10:5-6).” 
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IMPORTANT: Confirmation Updates 

(8th Grade Saturday class and RCIA) 
Confirmation Class has 3 mandatory classes remaining 
plus rehearsal (see below) before the Conferral of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation on June 5. Attendance is man-
datory for the remaining classes and rehearsal to receive 

the sacrament. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Julie Sneddon, (Faith Formation Director) 

at our Parish Office.  

The final schedule is as follows: 
April 17  May 1  May 15 

June 4—Confirmation Rehearsal, 6:30pm, St. Catherine  
June 5—Sacrament of Confirmation, 12pm, St. Catherine  
No Confirmation class May 29 (Memorial Day Weekend) 

Thank You to Holy Cross Parishioners—AGAIN! 

Dear Parishioners: Your generosity is extraordinary! You came through with an enormous amount of Easter egg candy as 
well as additional plastic eggs. We thank you for your kindness! Our Faith Formation program is blessed to have such gen-

erous donors, supporters, catechists and prayer warriors. We appreciate all that you have gifted to our Holy Cross Faith 
Formation program. This year was certainly a challenge with bringing our little ones and youth back into the religious class-
room and we saw how many of them are thirsty for meaning in this world so that they can be happy with HIM in the next. 

After Easter, we will focus on retreats for our 1st Communicants (2nd & 3rd grade) as well as May Crowning and, of 
course, the sacrament of Confirmation for our 8th graders and RCIA. 

IMPORTANT: First Holy Communion Updates 

(2nd & 3rd Grade Students Only) 
First Holy Communion for 2nd & 3rd Graders have 6 clas-
ses remaining plus rehearsal (see below) before receiving 

the Sacrament of First Holy Communion on May 1st . 
Attendance is mandatory for the remaining classes and 

rehearsal to receive the sacrament. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please contact Julie Sneddon, (Faith 
Formation Director) at our Parish Office. The final class 

schedule and special event schedule is as follows: 

Regular Sunday Classes Remaining: 
April 11  April 18  April 25 
May 2  May 16  May 23 

Mandatory Special Events: 
Saturday, April 10—Reconciliation Retreat 9 – 11am 

Saturday, April 24—Holy Communion Retreat 9 – Noon 
Friday, April 30—Holy Communion Rehearsal 7pm 

Saturday, May 1—Holy Communion 12pm 
Sunday, May 2—May Crowning 10am Mass                     

No classes will be held on May 9 (Mother’s Day) Are You Being Called? 

Could God be calling you to 
assist with our Faith For-
mation Program in some 

capacity? 

Think, Pray, Discern! 

You could be part of the 
mission and help save souls 

for Christ! Contact Julie 
Sneddon (Director), she 

loves to talk about our time 
& talents advancing the 

Kingdom of God. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 

“The Word of God, which is the power of God for salva-
tion to everyone who has faith, is set forth and displays 
its power in a most wonderful way in the writings of the 

New Testament” which hand on the ultimate truth of 
God’s Revelation. Their central object is Jesus Christ, 

God’s incarnate Son: his acts, teachings Passion and glori-
fication, and his Church’s beginnings under the Spirit’s 

guidance. The Gospels are the heart of all the Scriptures 
“because they are our principal source for the life and 

teaching of the Incarnate Word, our Savior.”  
CCC 121, 124-125  


