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MARCH 2018 NEWSLETTER

Quarterly Thoughts 
From The Corner Office!

Dear Friends,

I am writing this on a cold 
winter day in late January; the 
sky is a beautiful blue and the 
sun is bright. These elements 
of nature give me hope that 
spring is on the way and an 
abundance of new life will be 
showing through sooner than we can imagine. 
This is all part of the circle of life, which our God 
allows us to share in as his sons and daughters.

For me Lent has close parallels to winter’s path to 
spring. Lent should be a time when we strip away 
all the extras in our life, so our very bare selves 
can be seen, just the basic soul of our being. As I sit 
here in my office, I look out at the leafless trees 
on the Parish campus, allowing me to see just the 
basic trunk and branches with no extras “hanging 
around.” As I think about my Lenten journey, I 
want to have time to see the basic trunk of my 
spiritual life. My hope is to walk the 40-day journey 
of Lent, clearing away all the extra stuff so I can be 
more attentive to what Jesus is calling me to. My 
bigger dream is that by the time Easter morning 
comes around I can be ready to sprout new life as 
a totally refreshed brother of the risen Jesus.   

Lent can be a real burden, especially if we take it 
seriously and truly take time for a long, hard look 
at those elements of life that are just “hanging 
around” with no good purpose. Who likes to admit 

that they are being selfish or short tempered, or 
drinking too much, or not working to full potential, 
or…or… or…or … and the list goes on!

As a child I was always taught we had to give up 
something during Lent, which is a fine idea. May 
I suggest rather than giving up something like 
sweets or that second cup of coffee that you, 
rather, give up some of your time and talent in 
support of some parish ministry or community 
agency.

Please do enjoy your Lenten journey so you can 
more fully celebrate the full colors of the Easter 
morning and Easter season.

We are the Hands of Christ is a quarterly newsletter 
with the primary goal to communicate the many 
ministries and programs of our parish and 
encourage the sharing of your Time and Talent. 
Suggestions for topics may be sent to our editor, 
Nancy Wahl at (nancy.wahl@dor.org).

Please pray that all of us come to deeper 
understand that “we are” the Church of the 
Transfiguration.             

Let us continue to pray for peace and for the end 
of terrorism in our world!

In peace and courage,

Rev. Michael J. Bausch
Pastor
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Upcoming Events 
at Transfiguration 
This is just a small sample of upcoming 
events; the full schedule of events is in the 
bulletin and on our website. As dates get 
closer, please check the bulletin or website 
events calendar for any last-minute changes.

MARCH
March 4, 11, 18:  10:15-11:15 a.m. PLC 
Double Room –Joe Kelly Series, The Gospel 
of Mark

March 5,6,7:  7 p.m. – Tri-Parish Lenten 
Retreat (See website and bulletin for 
locations)

March 12, 19, 26:  7 p.m. – Lenten Evening 
Prayer

March 16:  6 p.m. – Irish Fish Fry Fest

March 24,25 : Palm Sunday – All Masses

APRIL
April 14:  5:30 – PLC Gym, Spaghetti Supper

April 28, 29:  First Communion Celebrations

MAY
May 5, 6:  First Communion Celebrations

May 19-20:  Pentecost

JUNE
June 2-3: Spring/Summer Clothing Drive – all 
Masses

June 10: 11 a.m. Baccalaureate Mass

JULY
July 9-13: Vacation Bible School

PARISH LONG-RANGE PLAN

IRISH FISH FRY FEST

What happens when St. Patrick’s 
Day falls close to a Friday in 
Lent? Your Transfiguration Social 

Committee combines the two 
to create our first Irish Fish Fry 
Fest!  The event is scheduled 
for Friday, March 16, starting at 
6 p.m., in the Parish Life Center gym.

After the successful Oktoberfest 
celebration last year, which saw more 
than 150 people eating and dancing the 
night away, many parishioners asked for 
additional family friendly nights out. These 
events bring us together on a social level 
and enhance our sense of community at 
Transfiguration.

The fish dinner, provided by Tom Wahl’s 
food truck, will consist of fried fish, 
coleslaw, home fries and a roll. A children’s 

menu of grilled cheese also will be offered. 
The parish will provide soft drinks, coffee 
and tea, as well as cookies and brownies 
for dessert. Parishioners are welcome to 
bring their own beer or wine; none will be 
available for purchase.

The Dave North Trio will be our 
entertainment, playing a selection of Celtic 
folk music and encouraging us to get out 
on the dance floor. Participants get extra 
credit for sporting St. Patrick’s Day-themed 
attire!

Tickets are $25 for adults and $12 for 
children age 3 and over who order the 
children’s dinner. We need to provide a 
headcount to our caterer, so advance-sale 
tickets will be available after Masses and 
at the Parish Office. Tables of eight can be 
reserved. Hope to see you there!

Many thanks to all who have 
participated in our long-range 
plan development efforts 

to date. This past fall, we conducted 
a parish assessment, and over 350 
people responded. The purpose of the 
Assessment was to take a quick ‘pulse’ of 
the Parish and be able to compare results 
to similar parishes in our geography.  

We have had excellent participation in 
the parish input sessions, which were 
held In January and early February. These 
sessions gave valuable insight into what is 
working well and what needs to be done 
to ensure a vibrant future for our parish. 
Now comes the work of assimilating all 
that input, turning it into plans and goals, 
and taking action to help us achieve those 
goals.  

The communications team—led by John 
Hennessy and consisting of John Balzano, 
Doug Brayer, Kim Fluet, Rebecca Hartman, 
Vivian Mundshau, Pat Vallely, assisted 
by staff member Nancy Wahl—will be 
working to complete the plan by early 

summer. The communications team 
welcomes new members; contact the 
parish office if you are interested in joining 
this endeavor.

Fr. Mike will be sharing the results with 
parishioners at a later date. Stay tuned for 
updates as the planning work progresses.

Input Sessions for Long Range Plan
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Lenten Theme
In these weeks leading to Lent, we are 
reminded in our readings of Jesus’ care 
and compassion for the sick, suffering, 
outcasts and sinners. Based on this 
gift of God’s grace and the healing and 
care we are all called to and in need of, 
our Liturgy committee has offered our 
Lenten theme “Be Compassionate”.  
Who might it be that you can bless in 
these weeks of Lent with compassion 
as we follow Jesus to Calvary?  

Liturgy Committee at Transfiguration
Our parish Liturgy Committee is called to bring our weekend liturgies to life by offering those 
present as the Body of Christ to enter into full, active and conscious participation in worship of God 
in our midst. It is an opportunity to transform the lives of our parish family through worship and 
prayer. 

The revised General Instruction of the Roman Missal notes the importance of directions about the 
preparation of people’s hearts and minds, and of the places, rites, and texts for the celebration of 
the Most Holy Eucharist. It clearly acknowledges that since liturgy is the primary and indispensable 
source from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian Spirit, the entire celebration is 
planned in such a way that it leads to a conscious, active and full participation of the faithful both in 
body and mind.

Our committee members include parishioners and staff working hand-in-hand to provide, plan 
and coordinate many aspects of liturgy. Matters of worship, beautiful music, seasonal themes and 
space enhancement are a few of the details planned and re-evaluated throughout the year by 
the committee. This commitment is taken very seriously by the group, as we are entrusted with 
the knowledge that the liturgy itself invites us and affirms Christ in the center of our liturgies, who 
is the source and summit of our faith. It is an opportunity to offer the presence of our cherished 
rituals and traditions of our faith to those who gather for the liturgy, to be witnesses to the Gospel 
and ministers to others, and to celebrate the Word and Eucharist that nourishes and allows us to 
step out into the world as Christians.

Our current Liturgy Committee is headed by Fr. Mike, who appreciates the ongoing effort and 
commitment of Betsy Brent, Roger Debell, Marilyn Steane, Nancy Zinn, Margie Benza, Tim Smith, 
Rose Volker and Sue Wallace. We are grateful for their insight, serious commitment and love for 
our parish. We are blessed through their dedication to celebrate the liturgy weekly at Mass, as well 
as experience those words above our church doors, “Lord, how it is good for us to be here.”

– Margie Benza, Pastoral Associate

Our Peace and Justice ministry sponsors outreach and education to further—well, no big mystery 
here—peace and justice, especially for the disadvantaged and underserved.  To that end, last 
year’s tri-parish retreat guest was Jack Jezreel, founder of Just Faith. In the group’s own words, 
“JustFaith is an intensive, small-group process for faithful Christians looking to deepen their 
commitment to care for vulnerable people and our planet. Through prayer, study, dialogue and 
immersions, participants form community as they explore critical realities and their implications 
to their lives and their faith.”

Started in September, Transfiguration’s Just Faith program spans two parishes, Transfiguration 
and St. Catherine of Siena. There are two groups, one meeting on Wednesday night and a second 
on Thursdays. Each group is small, with fewer than a dozen participants, encouraging personal 
dialogue and meaningful interactions among all present.

This program has had a profound impact on participants. Nancy Consol indicates that it acts as 
a valuable introduction to serious questions that Christians face, while Jane Charette refers to 
the experience as “transformational.” Margie Finn notes that the program goes  beyond mere 

discussions. “We had an opportunity to visit the 
House of Mercy and get to know the wonderful 
staff and people served there,” she says.

We hope to have more sessions of Just Faith in the 
future. If this program is of interest to you, please 
contact Margie Benza via the Parish Office.

Just Faith

Just Faith Meeting 
Front Row - Fr. Rob Bourcy, Jane Charette, Cathy 
Battaglia, Joy Morris.  Back Row - Nancy Consol, Bruce 
Oakes, Judy Herlihy, Margie Finn



Communications at Transfiguration
In our digital age, there are more ways than ever to keep in touch 
with people. In fact, many people are often overloaded with 
electronic communications, keeping track of personal and work 
email accounts, Facebook, Instagram and other social media 
accounts and checking their phones regularly for texts and news 
alerts.

At Transfiguration, we strive for the right balance of keeping 
connected to parishoners without adding to the communications 
overload and getting lost in the deluge of bits and bytes. Following 
are some of the main ways we try to keep you well informed and 
connected to our parish:

  

If you have any suggestions on how we can improve our 
communications, or any communications avenues you believe 
should be added, please contact Nancy Wahl at nancy.wahl@dor.
org.  And if any of your contact information (email, phone, etc. ) 
changes, please be sure to contact the Parish Office so we can 
update our records. Thank you!
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LENTEN SCHEDULE
VESPERS
Mondays at 7 p.m.
March 12, 19 and 27

TRI-PARISH RETREAT
Monday, March 5:  7 p.m. 
at St. Louis
Tuesday, March 6:  7 p.m. 
at St. Catherine
Wednesday, March 7:  7 p.m. 
at Transfiguration

DAY OF PENANCE
Wednesday, March 14: Confessions 
heard from 12 p.m to 7 p.m.

HOLY WEEK
Holy Thursday, March 29:  Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, March 30:  Good 
Friday Service at 2:30 p.m.
Good Friday, March 30:  Simple 
Stations at 7 p.m.

EASTER VIGIL
Saturday, March 31 at 8 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 1
Masses at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m.• Bulletin – Each week the print edition of our bulletin is 

handed out after Mass and an electronic version is published 
to our website each  Saturday. The bulletin has many regular 
features, including the Mass schedule for the coming week, 
events for the coming week, the Corner Office column from 
Fr. Mike and the liturgical ministers schedule. 

• Pulpit Announcements – At the end of Mass, upcoming 
events are highlighted from the pulpit. Of course, you have to 
be there to hear them!

• Gathering Area Monitors – Screens in the gathering area 
feature a  slideshow highlighting the weekend’s Gospel 
reading, upcoming events and images from events held the 
prior week.

• Website – Our website, www.transfigurationpittsford.
org,  is updated weekly, if not more often as events occur. 
On the website you can find an events calendar, Masses 
for the week, Sunday music selections, current and past 
bulletin issues, descriptions of formation and social ministry 
programs, and email contact information for all staff 
members. Registration forms for many events (such as 
Bible School and Search Weekend) are also usually available 
online. 

• Weekly e-mail – Each week, usually at 1 p.m. on Sunday, 
an email message is sent from the parish to the ‘”family 
email” addresses we have on file. The message primarily 
covers coming events, and has links to our website for 
registration forms. On occasion, Fr. Mike will ask that a 
special announcement go out via e-mail as well. If you want 
to be added to the mailing list, you can do so by visiting 
our aforementioned website, going to the “Bulletins and 
Publications” pull-down menu and selecting “eMail Sign Up 
Form.”

• Facebook – Yes, Transfiguration does have a Facebook 
page! This is our primary social media presence. The 
page can be accessed at https://www.facebook.com/
transfigurationpittsford/ (where you’ll be asked to sign into 
your Facebook account to get full, unfettered access), or 
search for “Transfiguration Pittsford.” Upcoming events, 
photos of past events and a variety of other posts are made 
on a regular basis.

WINTER AT TRANSFIGURATION

Christmas Basket Program Christmas Basket Delivery Crew

Potato Supper Potato Supper

Gingerbread House

Gingerbread HouseChristmas Concert

Christmas Concert

Veterans Day
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High School Youth Group Men in the Spirit

Women in the Spirit Middle School Youth Group

Transfiguration Communities
In addition to worshipping together, we at Transfiguration strive for 
a sense of belonging with people who hold similar beliefs. One of 
the constructs that helps build that sense of belonging are our faith 
communities, including Women in the Spirit, Men in the Spirit, the Empty 
Nesters, and our senior high and middle school groups. 

Women in the Spirit hosts different speakers and fosters discussions 
on different faith-centered topics. “God is at the center of our evening,” 
says participant Lorey Beck. “It is in that spirit that we all feel connected 
in a deeper way. The presenters I choose to attend are prepared and 
generous in content.” 

Beck adds that the atmosphere at the group’s gatherings “lends itself 
to open, honest discussion and sharing. I always come away with a 
nugget of some sort that broadens my view or connects me to another 
parishioner in a new and different way.” 

Meetings are usually held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of the month. No 
advance registration is required to attend; drop-ins and non-parishioner 
friends are always welcome.

Men in the Spirit meetings are usually held at 6 p.m. on the third 
Monday of the month, and often involve a light supper at the beginning 
of the meeting. The group gives the men of our faith community a 
chance to talk with other men regarding faith, family and work.

“Fellowship is not an exclusive social club,” says group member Rob 
Kozarits. “It is simply a network of men with faith the size of a mustard 
seed looking to have a meaningful impact on their life and the lives of 
others through a shared experience of good deeds, friendships and faith.”

“Life is so hectic for many men,” adds Bob Hutchins, “but when they take 

an evening to share a meal with other men, their outside world fades 
away for a couple of hours. Men are given the venue to just be men of 
the parish and focus on parish support.” 

The stated mission of the Empty Nesters is “to provide a group for 
people through which they can enrich their parish lives, participate in 
group service and activities, and increase their sense of belonging.” 
The group meets monthly for Bridge or a wide variety of other social 
activities. Members also perform charitable works such as fundraising 
for local charities and food banks, Christmas basket sponsorship and 
working with Food for the Poor. 

Barb DiVencenzo enjoys socializing with people her age. “Over the years 
we have had some wonderful adventures together,” she says. “I have 
made many new friends that I stay in contact with throughout the year.”

High school-age parishioners and their friends are welcome to drop into 
the teen group, which meets Tuesday evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Education Center. In addition to regular meetings, there are special 
movie nights, service opportunities and the annual SEARCH retreat, held 
in March. 

“I like to go to youth group because it is a nonjudgmental, supportive 
environment,” says junior Ryan Realbuto. “It is a true safe zone where 
everyone can be themselves and have fun.”

Younger parishioners and their friends are welcome to attend meetings 
of the middle school youth group, held in the Education Center Sunday 
mornings, from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. 

“I enjoy going to youth group because it gives me a chance to connect 
with friends while connecting with God,” says participant Noah Lucia. 
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Mike & Judy Goonan

Strengths 
& Talents
What comes naturally easy to you? What 
do you really love to do, or gravitate 
toward? Have you ever found yourself 
saying “When do I get to do that again?” 
These are all signs of a talent.

We sometimes speak of our call to be 
good stewards of our time, talent and 
treasure. Being a good steward of our 
talents involves four initial steps:

1. Recognize the ways your talents lead to 
success or well-being in your life. Take 
time at the end of each day or week to 
stop and think about situations in which 
things went very well. What happened? 
What qualities or talents contributed to 
this success? How might you build on 
that in the future?

2. Once you have recognized your own 
talents, look for talents in the people 
around you. Rather than focusing on 
your own or another’s weaknesses, focus 
on strengths. This perspective takes a 
while to develop, but when you look for 
your own and others’ talents you will 
understand what a difference this can 
make, in your life and the lives of the 
people you touch.

3. Affirm the gifts and talents you notice    
in others.

4. Partner with others. Rather than trying 
to “do it all,” form complementary 
partnerships with other people. Build 
these partnerships (at home, work, in 
your parish and in your community) 
around the strengths each person brings 
to the tasks at hand.

 — Leisa Anslinger

Greeting Ministry
Most churches have ushers. An usher is defined as a guide, a person who assists people to 
their seats. Rather than have ushers, Transfiguration chose to have “greeters,” smiling people 
who welcome you at the door, offering a hymnal on entrance and a bulletin on exit. Greeters 
make a warm, friendly first impression on visitors and reinforce that “it is good for us to be 
here” for our parishioners.

Like most of our ministries, greeters are volunteers, individuals or families that want to 
participate in the liturgy. Training is provided, and there is always help available from staff 
and the coordinators during Mass. Greeters welcome people at the door, hand out the 
aforementioned bulletins and hymnals, ask children to help with the collection, ask people 
to help bring the bread and wine gifts to the altar, supervise the gift giving and collections, 
and help tidy up the pews and books after Mass. Greeters also count attendance during the 
readings (which helps the coordinators ensure an adequate number of hosts are available 
for that Mass). It’s a two-person (or family) job, but individuals who volunteer are paired with 
another individual volunteer. Greeters are scheduled to serve approximately once a month, 
and are always asked in advance about availability!

What do greeters get from this ministry? Judy and Mike Goonan have been greeters for a 
couple of years. Judy shared her thoughts on the experience: 

“Mike and I volunteered to be greeters because we value and appreciate our Transfiguration 
community and wanted to make a contribution in a way that was meaningful to us. We are 
regular churchgoers and find the weekly liturgy to be beneficial and meaningful. So a ministry 
that allowed us to assist in the liturgy was an ideal way for us to make our contribution. Being a 
greeter truly does enhance 
our liturgy experience. It is 
a gratifying role because 
most of the duties involve 
personal interaction with 
parishioners and visitors 
– being a welcoming 
presence as they enter 
church, coordinating with 
the kids who take up the 
collection and providing 
well wishes to churchgoers 
as they exit at the end of 
Mass. As greeters, we have 
been able to meet and 
interact with a much wider 
range of parishioners then 
we otherwise would have 
had the opportunity to. 
We are greeters at 4:30 
Mass and are grateful for 
a small group of lovely children who we can always count on to take up the collection if they 
are at Mass. However, there is never a worry that things will not go as planned because there 
is a great sense of collaboration and support among the greeters, coordinators and parish 
ministers in ensuring that all duties are covered, and everything runs smoothly. We would 
encourage anyone who is considering becoming a greeter to join. In addition to enriching your 
own personal liturgy experience, as a greeter, you will play an important role in providing a 
positive liturgy experience for the members of our community. “

If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact Margie Benza at margie.benza@dor.
org. And if you haven’t been asked to take up the gifts or your child hasn’t been asked to help 
with the collection, feel free to offer your services by asking the greeters if you can assist. They 
will be quite grateful! Thank you.
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Arikkat Family

Our parishioner spotlight this issue is on the Arikkat family of Pittsford, 
Parents Francis and Anu, and children Merilyn (13), Joe (10) and Celine 
(7)  have been attending Transfiguration since 2002.

Francis and Anu are natives of India, from the southern state of Kerala. 
They were introduced to each other by Francis’ aunt, who is a friend 
of Anu’s family.  Their move to Rochester was work related, Both work 
in information technology; Francis is employed at Frontier and Anu 
works at Fidelis Care.

With three children in school and two full-time jobs, their days are full. 
But that doesn’t stop the family from enjoying many activities around 
Rochester.  

”We enjoy participating in cultural celebrations of the Indian 
community and attend weekly prayer meetings of the Indian prayer 
group,” says Anu. “Our daughters enjoy learning Indian classical 
dance and our son plays soccer year-round. They also enjoy biking, 
swimming and playing the piano. We also travel often to celebrate 
special occasions with our extended family who live out of town.”

Merilyn, Joe and Celine have taken advantage of the many activities 
Transfiguration and our Diocese offers, including serving as collection 
ministers and acolytes, performing with the MorningStar choir and 
ringing with the Bell choirs and attending Youth Group and summer 
Vacation Bible School. The family also attends the annual Asian-Pacific 
Mass of the Rochester Diocese.

The Arikkat’s feel at home at Transfiguration. Francis says 
Transfiguration is special for many reasons. 

“When we first started attending Transfiguration we felt welcome, and 
now we continue to feel right at home with the many young families 
who worship here. We enjoy the variety of music groups who bring the 
Mass to life on Sundays and find the homilies to be meaningful. Also, 
parishioners here have many opportunities to get involved and serve 
in their own way, and this helps everyone get to know each other and 
feel that they are a part of a bigger family.”

Parishioner Spotlight: 
The Arikkat Family

 “My mission of being in the heart of the people is not 
just a part of my life or a badge I can take off; it is not 
an “extra” or just another moment in life. Instead, it 
is something I cannot uproot from my being without 
destroying my very self. I am a mission on this earth; 
that is the reason why I am here in this world. We have 
to regard ourselves as sealed, even branded, by this 
mission of bringing light, blessing, enlivening, raising up, 
healing and freeing.” (EG, 273)

Can you honestly say with Pope Francis, “I am a mission 
on this earth?” When we share in Jesus’ mission, we bring 
light, healing and hope to those we meet. We do this 
by being good stewards of these very gifts in our own 
lives. Those who have experienced healing -- physical, 
emotional or spiritual -- have a great gift upon which 
they may draw to share healing with others. Those who 
have known darkness have the capacity to share light. 
And who among us has not been touched by darkness, 
illness, death, or hurt? Growing as good stewards calls us 
to be mindful of the blessings in our lives and to share 
with others as a result. This is our mission!

 — Leisa Anslinger

STEWARDSHIP 
REFLECTIONS
 with Pope Francis
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Discovering Christ
Our parish family is fully engaged in Discovering Christ as we welcomed 
more than 100 participants in each of our first few sessions in the series 
of the same name. After eight months of planning, training and praying, 
we enjoyed the fruit of God’s grace as many came through our doors 
to meet each other, share a meal and discover that many present were 
asking the same question: “What is the meaning of life?” 

The Spirit was certainly present as all joined in prayer and song. The 
room was “pin drop” quiet as participants were enveloped in the video 
presentation, then filled with engaging conversations tinged with 
laughter now and then. Looking over the groups settled in around tables, 
appreciating the gift of faith, we were reminded of the power of prayer 
and God’s presence through this ministry.

Parishioner Cathy Leonard has enjoyed these gatherings. “I feel that the 
program is offering us a chance to think of Christ in ways we may not 
have considered before,” she says. “The videos give us the perspective of 
religious scholars, and then, in our groups, we are able to use everyday 
experiences to demonstrate the power of God in our lives. It is an 
uplifting experience!” 

Ben Cutter adds, “The small group orientation allows everyone to share 
their thoughts, learn from others and grasp multiple views of God’s love.”

Our parish is grateful that God’s invitation was answered by several 
people who were open to a personal encounter and deeper relationship 

with Jesus. We look forward to more such encounters as we celebrate 
those words above our church doors, “Lord, how good it is for us to be 
here.”

Ben CutterPreparing Shared Meal

Discovering Christ Initial Meeting


