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My Dear Friends,
Every year on the feast of
the Magi, I encourage friends to
put this blessing on the front
door of their house. CMB *2020
means ‘May Christ bless my
home during 2020.’ This yearly
blessing has taken on a greater
significance since the pandemic!
I pray for you and your loved
ones daily for good health and
protection against the virus!
I was scheduled to attend the Supreme K of C
Convention in August in Washington DC. It was held
virtually instead. Since March 18th, Holy Family Masses
are all live-streamed. I feel like I have become a media
celebrity, as most parishes had to go online during
these days of social distancing and masks. Instead of
traveling to DC, I decided to visit my dear cousin Mary
Swinger and her husband Scott, north of Detroit. Mary
had promised to make me a Barn Quilt for the family
farm for my 40th anniversary of priesthood. She began
in her Michigan home by painting two 4 by 8 ft. sheets
with ocean waves. They transported the quilt to Fort Knox,
Kentucky where their daughter Olivia added a sea shell.
Fr. Theodore Haggerty, OSB and I are
pictured with Blessed Columba Marmion.
Marmion Abbey in Aurora, Illinois was
named after this Benedictine monk who
was an Abbot in the 1920’s in Belgium. In
1933, Jasper Academy in Jasper, Indiana
closed. The Benedictine monks from St.
Meinrad, who operated the academy,
moved to Aurora to establish Marmion
Abbey. Fr. Theodore did a pastoral year
at Holy Family. I presented him with a
brick from the original Jasper Academy
for his ordination on September 5th.
In September I planned
to take friends on a tour to
Austria. Instead I called Fr.
John Silva, who is pastor of
St. Luke in Plain, Wisconsin,
and asked if I could visit.
What a surprise! As I drove
into Plain I thought that I was
in Austria. Plain was named
after the Pilgrimage Church
“Maria Plain,” just north of
Salzburg. You can see the
rectory, church, and school
from the front and the back!

Fr. Silva took me to Dyersville, Iowa
to tour the movie site of the “Field of
Dreams.” You could feel the spirit of
Shoeless Joe who once played for the
Chicago White Sox. Remember these
words “If you build it, they will come.”
We also visited the newest shrine to
Our Lady of Guadalupe in the foothills
of LaCrosse, Wisconsin. The shrine
was dedicated on July 31st, 2008 on the
sixth anniversary of St. Juan Diego’s
canonization. The Shrine Church looks
like a magnificent Basilica in Rome.
In 1845, the Emigration Society of
the Canton of Glarus, Switzerland sent
Nicholas Duerst and Fridolin Streiff to
the United States to purchase land for a
Swiss Settlement. Later that year 108
settlers from Switzerland homesteaded
1280 acres. From this came the town
of New Glarus, Wisconsin. As I visited
the area there were banners observing
their 175 anniversary. The town of New
Glarus has genuine Swiss imports and
the Downtown looks just like a Swiss
village. They have become famous as
the town where Spotted Cow is brewed.
This year the Diocese of Evansville
observed it’s 75th anniversary. My
home parish of St. James, just
south of Haubstadt, was one of
the pilgrimage churches. The symbol
for the Apostle St. James is the sea
shell. In the middle picture is my new
Barn sea shell Quilt. Since I grew up
in this parish, I felt that my Barn Quilt
should reflect my roots! The picture
to the left is the pilgrimage sign and
the one on the right is a stained glass
window in St. James Church.
Finally in October my barn quilt, which was started in Detroit and completed
at Fort Knox, was hung at the family farm located next to St. James Church.
Scott, my nephew Jody, and his son Austin were gracious enough to do
the mounting. To the far right you see how the Quilt will be lit up during the
Christmas season. The picture below on the right shows my new sign over
the mailbox, which will be my future address when I retire. I will let you know
my retirement date in next year’s Christmas letter. The Bavarian Cross which
stood at Holy Family has also been moved to the family farm. While I was in
Wisconsin I visited with a fellow Innsbrucker Aux.-Bishop Jim Schuerman of
Milwaukee. He and I are looking forward to our final alumni reunion at St.
Meinrad in July 2021. To all my friends, and as I greet all my new Wisconsin
friends with Cheese-head and Spotted Cow, I wish you all a healthy 2021!
Froehliche Weihnachten und
Frohes Neujahr
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