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Blessings for the New Year 

 

December 1, 2021 
Christmas Letter ~ Volume 34 

My Dear Friends, 
     This is my 34th and last letter while serving the     
parishes of Dubois County, Indiana.  Last year, 2020, we 
celebrated worship and family gatherings at Christmas 
with great care and social distancing.  Wearing the mask 
will always remind me that this was Christmas 2020.  As 
a pastor for 34 years it has been my tradition to have the 
last baby born before Christmas as the Christ-child at my 
first Christmas Mass. The middle picture of the Bavarian 
cross was taken on the night of December 21st with Baby 
Jesus to remember where several stars merged together 
to commemorate the possible original Bethlehem star! 

     The American Innsbruck Alumni Association 
gathered formally for the last time at St. 
Meinrad in July.  We are pictured in front of the 
Abbey Church.  We have agreed to gather at 
future anniversaries of clergy who will observe 
50 years, until death do us part.  I am the    
second youngest active member of our      
gatherings.  Next to me is our oldest member 
who emigrated to Austria from Hungary after 
WW II.  Fr. Alphonse Skerl studied philosophy  
in Innsbruck and completed theology at St.     
Meinrad in 1955.  He is a priest of the Diocese 
of Gary - ordained 66 years and 92 years old. 

     I was able to travel with friends to Europe in September.  I took 
them to Innsbruck where I spent four years of my life studying  
theology (1974-78) under the Jesuits.  I am pictured in front of the 
entrance where I studied theology.  During that time I became a 
close friend of one of the Jesuits who gave a yearly retreat for  
theology students.  His name was Fr. Andreas Falkner SJ.  During 
my second Christmas in Innsbruck, Fr. Falkner invited me to 
spend Christmas with his family who still live in an Alpine valley. 
With the development of the internet we reconnected and         
corresponded every Christmas.  We had planned to meet each 
other in September 2020.  However, he became a victim of Covid 
in April 2020.  I was able to visit his grave in the Crypt of the Jesuit       
University Church, which is connected to the theology building. 

     During my visit to Germany, I also 
spent some time in the village of 
Wagshurst, located between Rhine River 
Valley and the Black Forest.  In 1993  
inhabitants came to the 150th festival of 
the founding of Celestine.  Some from this 
village emigrated also to Dubois Country. 
As you can see in the far left picture there 
is a sign at this German village recogniz-
ing its friendship with Celestine, where I 
was a former pastor.  Werner and Marlene 
Stueber and their families gathered one 
evening with me and they send greetings 
to all of you during this holy season. 



jboeglin@evdio.org          
 
New Address 
  172 W  1275 S 
  Haubstadt, Indiana 
  47639 
 

     Einsiedeln is the mother abbey of St. 
Meinrad.  I was able to spend a night 
and concelebrate Mass with the monks. 
One of the monks is Pater Ansgar 
Schuler.  Several of his relatives had 
emigrated to Jasper.  I also visited 
Westhalten, Alsace, France, where  
there is a Schlegel – Boeglin Winery.   
Boeglin is a well-known family name    
in the southern regions of Alsace.  My 
great-great grandfather Paul Boeglin 
emigrated just 1/2 mile south of  Alsace 
from Aschwill, Schwitzerland in 1835. 

     Bamberg is considered Germany’s 
most favorite place to visit.  An old 
courthouse sits in the middle of the 
river.  Fr. Wolfgang Klausnitzer was 
my mentor and fellow student in     
Innsbruck.  He attended my ordination 
in 1978 in the USA.  He lives in retire-
ment in Bamberg.  We are visiting the 
Cathedral, which is over 1000 years 
old.  We are standing in front of the 
grave of Pope Clement II (1046).  To 
the far right is the grave of St. Henry 
(1024) and his wife Cunigunde (1040).  

     My local travel companions wanted to visit 
Pfaffenweiler, the sister city of Jasper.  Like 
Wagshurst, this village is located between Rhine 
River and the Black Forest.  Pfaffenweiler is just 
south of Freiburg, which is some 80 miles south  
of Wagshurst.  We were able to take a grand tour 
of the vineyards and stone quarry located at      
the top of a mountain behind the village.  Located 
near the stone quarry is this monument of hands      
dedicated to those who left for a better life,       
either in Africa or others places.  Villagers were in 
dire need, as there was starvation and famine       
in some parts of Germany in the 1830’s. 

     When I moved to Celestine in the fall of 1987, Loretta Humbert 
was my housekeeper.  Our last picture together was in March 2021.  
Even after I left and moved to Holy Family in 1994, she kept in contact 
by a brief phone call every Sunday morning for 27 more years.  In April 
she entered Brookside Village where her health began to deteriorate 
quite rapidly.  She was like a mother to me.  She had served Celestine 
parish so well.  She had lived a long and fulfilling life until she was 97. 
She ran the race of life so well.  I feel that I have run the race of life 
serving at Holy Family.  I have enjoyed writing a Christmas letter for 
the last 34 years.  I hope that you will want to stay in contact with me. 
By next Christmas I hope to reside on the Family Farm where I grew 
up (1950-68).  The larger rainbow ends where I shall live. 


