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CONGRATULATIONS
FATHER BEN!

Father Ben Celebrates
His First Mass
Last Sunday, Saint Joseph was honored to host
Father Ben Thomsen as he celebrated his first
Mass. Many of you will remember Father Ben who
spent his pastoral year at our parish. 
The church was full of clergy, family members, and
parishioners. It was a beautiful sunny day and all
those in attendance truly felt the presence of God
both during the Mass and in the fellowship shared
afterwards. What a wonderful day!

Father Ben has been assigned to St. Benedict Parish in Johns Creek.



The Cathedral of Christ the King in Atlanta was the setting for the ordination of four young men into the priesthood on
Saturday, May 28. Among them was Father Ben Thomsen, who has served our parish as a seminarian and deacon and is
beloved by so many at St. Joseph.
 

Trumpets, organ, and choir heralded the procession of seminarians, deacons, priests, and bishops into the cathedral.
Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer was the Principal Celebrant, along with Principal Concelebrants Auxiliary Bishop Joel M.
Konzen and Auxiliary Bishop Bernard E. Shlesinger III.
 

From the white blossoms on the altar to the white and gold vestments worn by the celebrants and priests, to the glorious
music and happy attendees, the mood was joyful and reverent. You could feel the presence of God in this assembly. 
 

When Archbishop Hartmayer declared, “We choose these men, our brothers, for the order of the priesthood,” the faithful
erupted in thunderous applause.
 

In his homily, Archbishop Hartmayer thanked the parents of the newly ordained priests for sharing their sons with the
Church. He quoted the gospel of John as he spoke Jesus’ words “You did not choose me, but I chose you,” pointing out that
this is indeed a sacred calling.
 

He ended his homily by advising the new priests to “have the heart of a shepherd” and reminding them that their purpose is
to serve.
 

This was the first time I attended an ordination, and there was much to take in and appreciate about the sacrament. Holy
Orders encompasses beautiful and meaningful tradition. The Rite of Ordination consists of several important rituals,
including the Invitation to Prayer, where the archbishop calls upon those present to pray for the candidates, who prostrate
themselves in humble prayer before the altar. There is the Imposition of Hands, where the archbishop lays hands on the
head of each candidate. This is repeated in silence by each priest in attendance. 
 

Then the newly ordained priest receives his stole and chasuble, the signs of his office. The chasuble is the outermost
vestment worn by the priest. The priest wears his stole when administering sacraments, like the sacrament of Reconciliation,
which demonstrates God’s mercy. At the new priest’s first Mass, the stole is presented to his father, the person who first
taught him about justice and mercy. Father Ben presented his stole to his father at his first Mass, which he celebrated at St.
Joseph Church the day after his ordination. 
 

According to tradition, upon his death, the priest’s father is buried with this stole, so that he can show Jesus, “My son, too,
shared in your priesthood.”
 

The Anointing of Hands is another important part of Holy Orders. The archbishop anoints the hands of each newly ordained
priest with Chrism “to signify the priest’s ministry in the Church to heal, sanctify and offer prayer for God’s people.” 
 

After the anointing, the newly ordained priest wipes his hands with the manutergium, a linen cloth embroidered with his
name and date of ordination. There is tradition with this, too, and Father Ben presented this cloth to his mother at his first
Mass. 
 

The manutergium is typically buried with the priest’s mother, who will present it at the Last Judgment as a sign that her son,
too, shared the priesthood of Jesus.
 

At the conclusion of the Rite of Ordination, each new priest confers his first blessing on the archbishop, which is an
emotional sight for all who witness it. It reminds us that the Church endures, charging a new generation of priests to
continue the work of the Apostles. 
 

When I caught up with Father Ben, he had this to say: "I do not think this always happens, but I actually felt a change at the
moment of ordination and now. I could hardly have hoped for a better weekend."
 

Congratulations, Father Ben! Our prayers are with you as you embark on your ministry!
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The Ordination of Father Benjamin Thomsen

May 28, 2022
by Donna Krache


