Jesus Ben Joseph
(The Golgotha of the modern world)
“Son of man, I have made you a watchman…With the word you hear from my mouth you will warn them in my
name. When I say to the wicked, “You will surely die,” if you do not speak to warn the wicked man to give up his
evil ways and so live, he shall die for his sin, and I will hold you responsible for his death.” (Ezekiel 3:16-18)
“When Jesus had come in sight of Jerusalem he wept over it and said, “If only today you knew what makes for
peace.” (Lk 19:41)

Jesus spent his life defending human dignity; teaching us “what makes for peace.” He spent his life healing,
seeking to make us whole and holy, teaching us that God is love; that the truth will set us free, that what we do
unto even the least of these, we do unto him. In the end, he could take a horse to water, but he couldn't make it
drink. “Why do you say “Lord, Lord, and not do what I say?” he laments. “I don't know you.” Or maybe he does
know us–and he knows us all too well. Maybe he knows that while we profess faith in his person and teachings
in religious settings, in the everyday political, economic, and cultural domains of “real life”–we oftentimes give
witness to contrary and opposite values. If we lived under “Roman” occupation, who would we choose to defend our country? Jesus, the non-violent “Savior” who doesn't seek worldly power; who tells us to put away
our sword; who would heal our enemies and ask us to respect the dignity of everyone?” Or Barabbas, the violent, super-patriot Jewish nationalist who espoused values diametrically opposed to anything Jesus would ever advocate?
And so the Son of God was humiliated, tortured and crucified–and Barabbas was released.
No loving God would ever will evil on anyone. God didn’t want Jesus to be crucified. God’s will was that he give
witness to the truth and personify the love of God and neighbor. Human sin killed Jesus. Even as human sin
causes oppression, injustice, violence, and war. It doesn’t take a prophet to know when a people are headed
for a fall. When human dignity is stripped, when propaganda turns collective violence into a militaristic virtue,
when unbridled greed is extolled, when we dehumanize the child in the womb, the poor and the “least of
these,”–what would we expect? Peace? We all know violence perpetuates violence and that the wages of sin is
death. “If today you only knew what makes for peace,” weeps Jesus. “We should ask for the grace to weep for
this world, which does not recognize the path to peace,” says Pope Francis. “To weep for those who live for
war and have the cynicism to deny it. God weeps; Jesus weeps.”
Consider the Holocaust. Never, in the history of humanity has evil been so pervasive, systematic, premeditated, and horrible. Like Jesus crying from the cross “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me”–none
of us want to enter this reality. “One of the SS came and said to a little child, ‘Would you like a sweetie?’ The
child very shyly said, ‘Yes.’ So the SS man said, ‘Open your mouth.’ The child did so and he shot through the
mouth of the child. My father said, ‘My God, what’s going to happen here?” (Ruth Foster, Giga Ghetto).
“My uncle met us in Dover…and he said, ‘just remember, in my house I do not wish to hear what happened to
you during the war… I don’t want my girls upset…And later, whenever I made an attempt to speak about what
happened, I felt people either turned away because they were embarrassed…or they even said, ‘we don’t want
to hear such horrible things” (Kitty Hart-Moxon, Polish Jewish survivor).
Yet not to honor these voices and hear these cries would be akin to refusing to hear the cries of Jesus from the
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Cross on Good Friday. They’ve already been brutalized once—are we now going to kill even their memory?
If you and I refuse to learn from this–won’t history just repeat itself until we do?

“What struck me about the camp was the smell. By then we knew it was an extermination camp… ‘You go
through the chimney’–that was the standard saying. I never heard about the gas chambers, so I didn’t know
how people were killed. But we saw the chimneys…there was the smell of human flesh being burnt, a certain smell, it was in the air. Also the air was not clean; you are breathing the dead. Another thing was the
water pools; some days it had been raining and you would see how the water was coated with a film of ashes, greenish-gray. By that time I knew what it was.” (Jan Hartman, Auschwitz)
“I actually saw, with my own eyes, newborn babies being thrown down out of the window on to the big Lorries—from second, third floors, just thrown down. We could see the blood splattering and we could see the
Germans laughing and joking and I was beside myself.” (Ester Brunstein, Lodz Ghetto)
During my European travels I’ve made pilgrimages to the concentration camp at Struthof in France and Dachau outside of Munich, Germany. Last summer my wife, son Dylan, and I passed beneath the iron sign
bearing the words “Arbeit Macht Frei” (Work Makes You Free) at Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland. The camp
was surrounded by an electric fence. (See cover.) Remains of the cells, the bunks, and the furnaces are still
there. Why did I come? For the same reason Pope John Paul II came in 1979. “I have come and I kneel on the
Golgotha of the modern world,” he said. “It was impossible for me not come here as pope.” Each of the last
three popes have found it impossible not to come here…Pope John Paul II (from Poland), Pope Benedict XVI
(from Germany–who as a boy was forced to join the Hitler Youth) and Pope Francis from Argentina.
Germany was a country with a Christian heritage. Christians who supported Hitler’s rise to power knew
there was nothing really Christian about him as he had already published his twisted ideological vision in
Mein Kampf. But after WWI, the Treaty of Versailles and the onset of a worldwide economic depression, Hitler
pledged he was going to make Germany powerful and prosperous again–and people wanted to believe him.
Hitler took his rise to power as an affirmation of his vision. “The fundamental elements in the Nazi ideology
were hatred of democracy (for being weak), Marxism, and Jews, along with the conviction that Germans
were a nation set above other nations, that Nordic blood (the Aryan race) was the best blood, and that Germany was superior to anything else. This ideology aimed at creating a society from which all those who did
not meet the definition of ‘racially pure’ Germans would be eliminated.” (Auschwitz, Residence of Death).
To animate the extreme nationalism, mob violence, and righteous fervor necessary to consolidate power,
Hitler began a campaign to scapegoat traditionally marginalized groups such as Jews, gypsies, and homosexuals for Germany's problems. Once unleashed, democratic structures folded…and Hitler couldn’t be
stopped. “The appalling thing was that it wasn’t the Nazis–the Gestapo or the SS–it was the neighbors,
the ordinary people who behaved so abominably towards Jews and their community.” (Warren
Mitchell) “We had teachers at school who were very pro-Nazi… One teacher arranged that I would sit at the
back of class, two rows were left vacant and I sat against the wall.” (Ruth Foster) Jews were made to scrub
the streets and were publicly humiliated. “The Jews had to wear an armband with the Star of David on it to
show that they were Jews; somebody started making them and you bought them on street corners. The
death penalty was imposed for the slightest deviation of the order. People were hanged for nothing, just to
terrorize the population.” (Michael Etkind)
Mass deportations began. In 1935 the Nuremberg Laws were passed giving anti-Semitism legal sanction.
“The German name–Kristallnacht–‘The Night of the Broken Glass’ was so clean and nice…Actually, it was a
pogrom because so many people got arrested and killed, and synagogues and shops were set on fire all over
Germany. After that things got very, very serious.” (John Fink) Intellectuals, political and cultural elites, and
anyone suspected of speaking out or organizing resistance, were denounced, bullied, and became victims of
mass arrest. The Dachau Concentration camp was opened in part to house these “unpatriotic” political enemies. “Within days of Hitler walking in, the janitor in the building where you lived could give you a mop and
bucket and say, ‘clean the stairs.’ It was not physically difficult, but it was humiliating…you had no redress
against it…I was told that if you did try and he called the policeman or Storm Trooper, you could be sent to
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a concentration camp or they would beat you up no questions asked.” (Herbert Elliott)
“How much pain! How much cruelty!” lamented Pope Francis upon his pilgrimage to Auschwitz in
2016. This is a place “built for the negation of faith–faith in God and faith in man,” decried Pope John Paul II. It
was built to trample “all signs of human dignity and of humanity.” For it’s here that millions of people were
systemically dehumanized, brutalized and slaughtered in factory-like fashion–in gas chambers, by death
squads, through forced labor, from starvation, disease, and by Nazi doctors through heinous medical experiments. The physically handicapped and mentally ill were rounded up and sent to euthanasia centers. “Is it possible,” laments Francis, “that we humans created in God’s image are capable of doing these things?”
“If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it,” said Joseph Goebbels, “people will eventually come to believe it.” People believe whatever narrative they want to believe and the narrative we accept determines our
behavior. The notion of white supremacy is not unique to Hitler. Consider the history of European colonization. Isn’t the notion of white privilege and racial prejudice an undergirding reality throughout the history of
our own country? We know that all human beings have a sacred dignity and are basically good, but what about
indigenous people? What if American settlers needed Native American land for “progress”? What if gold was
discovered? What if with one Native American tribe after another we made treaties, broke treaties, and started
“Indian Wars” to take this land? What if the narrative sold for moral justification was Manifest Destiny, that it’s
the “white man’s burden” to “civilize and Christianize” Indians. But then—violence perpetuates violence. What
if Native Americans fought back to keep their land and resisted being sent to reservations in arid desert wastelands where they would lose their identity and livelihood? What if some retaliated with heinous acts of violence? Now the narrative becomes: “Indians are heathens, nothing but bloodthirsty savages and the only good
Indian is a dead Indian.” If we buy this narrative–it determines our behavior.
For over a hundred years in this country white people bought, sold, enslaved, and brutalized black people,
keeping them illiterate and landless. The most terrible war in American history was fought over race and the
economics of slavery by two largely white, “Christian” peoples praying to the same “God.” For another hundred
years, we set up Black Codes, Jim Crow laws, and outlawed interracial marriage in a separate but unequal
world. Hate groups such as the Ku Klux Klan spread terror and vigilante justice. The Civil Rights movement
was vehemently opposed; non-violent protesters were attacked with dogs and water hoses; there were mass
arrests–and the jails were filled. Dr. King was assassinated. White people who defended the dignity of “blacks”
were called something I won’t write. “Well that was then and this now,” we say. “We didn’t do it.” Maybe not,
but racism and white supremacists still exist. Are we now speaking out against this? What if the narrative now
is to claim that it’s the black people who are the cause of the race problem? That the real problem is
“affirmative action,” a sense of entitlement–and reverse discrimination against whites? But what are the degrees of magnitude here? When did racism and prejudice so prevalent throughout our history–just stop? Or
did a good part of it go underground? Once again, the narrative we accept determines our behavior.
Why were 100,000 Japanese-American citizens put into internment camps during WWII while GermanAmericans weren’t? What if we know that most undocumented Mexican and Central American immigrants are
basically “good” people fleeing abject poverty, violence, and oppression? (We should know–many are part of
our parish.) What if instead, a narrative is sold that most undocumented Mexican immigrants are bad people;
drug lords, and rapists? Now what? Can we treat such people in a harsher way? Again, the narrative we accept…determines our behavior.
It’s the “prince of lies,” the “author of confusion” who creates enmity and sets people against each other. If we
can create a sub-species of humanity, wherein we can exploit and then blame the “victim” for being “inferior”
or undeserving of respect–the victimizer can “justify” any form of oppression and violence they want. The
truth is that there are “bad” members of every racial, religious, and ethnic social group. The lie comes when we
attribute “bad” qualities to everyone in the group–when the overwhelming majority are basically good (So no,
all White people are not racist even as all Muslims aren’t terrorists.) The fact is Neo-Nazis still exist, as do hate
crimes and Anti-Semitism. There are those who would deny the Holocaust even happened. When “facts” become subjective–we can alter the truth until there is no truth. When there is no truth, we can believe whatever
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narrative we want. If we embrace extreme moral relativism we can justify whatever moral evil we would do
and hide it all under a cloak of decency. But if there is a God and God is truth, we’ve become liars. Evil always
has a face, the face of each of us who do it, perpetuate it, and allow it to happen.
How is it that the worst human rights abomination in the history of humankind, the Shoah or the Holocaust, took place in European countries of a long-standing Christian civilization? “Anti-Semitism existed
in Poland simply because the teaching of the Catholic Church was so bad. What happened was that all Jews, including children, were accused–especially at Easter and Christmas–of killing Christ…my grandfather taught
me…when I came out of religion class, to take off my belt and stand against the wall and swing it from side to
side so that children wouldn’t beat me up.” (Roman Halter) Had Jesus, Mary, and Joseph lived in Nazi Germany,
they too would have been given yellow stars and like smoke would have gone up through the chimney just like
everyone else–and their killers may well have been Christian.
What if as a Christian we didn’t believe in Anti-Semitism? “She was Catholic, an ordinary woman with a
very good heart. It was her good heart and belief in God, which made her hide us. A police notice had been put
up saying that anyone hiding a Jew would be shot, so she was terribly afraid. We dug a hole in the cellar, just
over a meter long and about a meter wide and moved into that hole. It was like a grave but with an opening
with a cover in case the Germans came and looked. On the ground we had straw, with a bucket for our needs,
which the boy would come and empty at night. We lived there for about seven or eight months in complete
darkness, eaten up by lice.” (Adam Adams)
What if we protested Hitler’s wars? Franz Jägerstätter, an Austrian peasant believed it was intrinsically
immoral to serve in Hitler’s army. He left his family, turned himself in…and was beheaded as an “enemy of the
state.” “I continued to hate Germans…but in early May, 1970, it became public knowledge that as part of the Vietnam War–which I had opposed from the start–the US was carpet-bombing Cambodia. I became very angry
and protested it. Suddenly this triggered something across the oceans and across the years and I thought…if the
Germans had done that, they would have ended up in a concentration camp, been severely punished, lost their
lives; so, how can I condemn a whole nation for not being heroes? Would I have been a hero if my life were at
stake, my family’s lives at stake? So all of a sudden this hatred that I had carried far too long disappeared.” (Hedy Epstein)
Would we slaughter innocent people if we were ordered to? “The Jews were told to gather in places
such as public squares and market places…The pits were already dug, they were behind the town, often in the
hills…We shot them after they had climbed down and lay down, then others would lie on top and so on. At the
end some bleach was put on them. We could not refuse to shoot…if somebody said, ‘I cannot,’ the Germans ordered ‘Stand! Align with others,’ and that’s it…They were all shot, mostly in the chest…it could be a thousand or
just two hundred…the children were with them, small ones and bigger, everybody was killed–a mother, a father
and child would lie down together…” (Juozas Alksynas, Lithuanian police battalion, a paramilitary force under
the Germans—see top far right image on cover.)
Jews were forced to do unthinkable things to fellow Jews in the camps. “In July, 1942, when the big deportations started, they gave the Jewish police (the Judenrate) an order to bring 6,000 people every day to go
‘east’, and if they didn’t bring 6,000 then they had to bring their own relations and parents.” (Martin Parker,
Polish Jewish inmate) “We were told to take our clothes off, they stripped us. We had to leave everything. After
this, the showers; then we had to stand naked with arms up in the air, and they shaved you everywhere.” (Helen Pele) “What they described, what they had to do, was so horrible. One man said that in the
group he had to burn were the bodies of his wife and children.” (Albin Ossowski)
Would we betray loved ones to protect others? “The hiding place was very small…The Germans were
running through the building shooting and pounding on doors. One of the women had a baby and this baby
started to fidget and cry. Nobody said anything. She didn’t say anything and she just smothered the baby.”
What would we do? The greatest lesson Toivi Blatt said he learned from the Holocaust is that “Nobody
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knows themselves.” “At that time I was a muselmann (camp slang for someone on the verge of death). I was really just bones–bones and boils…I used to pee in the same bowl I ate from…I didn’t kill lice anymore, there were
too many…It would have been a blessing if I could have gone.” (Helen Stone)
With the Nazi propaganda machine how would we know if Hitler’s wars were unjust? “Of course the
people don’t want war,” said Herman Goring at the Nuremberg trials. “But after all, it’s the leaders of the country who determine the policy, and it’s always a simple matter to drag them along whether it’s a democracy, a
fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be
brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked, and
denounce pacifists for lack of patriotism, and exposing them to greater danger.” Once again, the narrative we
accept determines our behavior. If we only believe the partisan propaganda we want to believe, as sure as the
hand takes to the color of the dye–we will perpetuate great evil. If we pledge allegiance to God, can we also
pledge blind patriotic allegiance to the “god of state” even when we are ordered to do intrinsic evil? We can create this “god of state” in our own image and likeness but can this “god” save our soul? “I went over to a dead
German and took his belt off and the belt had a buckle inscribed, “‘Gott mit uns’–‘God is with us.’” (Alfred Huberman)
Where was God during the Holocaust? “I remember how one girl was so ill she had fallen somewhere in
the ditch…the posse went out… they found her, they dragged her into camp and set the dogs on her. And this is
how she died. That’s when I spat into the face of my God.” (Maria Ossowski) “People were asking, ‘Where is
God?’ But God was asking, ‘where were you?’” (Taube Biber) Ellie Wiesel was taken to Auschwitz when he was
15. (See top cover center image A-7713) He recounts being forced marched past three people being hung. Two
were already dead. “Their tongues were hanging out, swollen and bluish. But the third rope was still moving:
the child, too light, was still breathing…And so he remained for more than a half hour, lingering between life
and death…Behind me, I heard a man asking: “For God’s sake, where is God?” And from within me, I heard a
voice answer: ‘Where is He? This is where–hanging here from this gallows…’ That night, the soup tasted like
corpses.”

“One form of resistance in the camps was to remain decent. The object of our imprisonment was, I think, to
strip us of our humanity–to vindicate the Nazi stereotype of Untermensch (subhuman). There were many people who remained decent. There were equally many people who were reduced to a level of callousness, even
cruelty.” (Hugo Gryn) Franciscan priest Maximilian Kolbe was one who remained decent. He switched places in
Auschwitz with a parent who had children. (See image in the crematorium on cover.) For this, he was put in a
starvation bunker before finally being injected with carbolic acid and cremated in camp ovens. He’s been canonized and the cell in which he stayed still honors his memory.
Can the Holocaust happen again? Will the world ever learn? Ellie Wiesel says no–the world won’t learn.
“It will not because it hasn’t,” he said. “Otherwise, how is one to explain Rwanda?” (Where in 1994 nearly a million people were killed in three months.) This is why on his recent pilgrimage to Auschwitz Pope Francis offers
a warning. “I don’t want to make you bitter, but I have to say the truth. Cruelty did not end in Auschwitz, in
Birkenau…Many prisoners are tortured, just to make them talk…Today in many parts of the world where there
is war the same thing is happening.”
Where was the Church during the Holocaust? “Where were the religious institutions of the world? They
knew what was going on. We had heard rumors, we had known. And surely these people would have known
better than us ordinary people. And they remained silent.” (Michael Lewis, British Jewish NCO) If the Church
was silent then it isn’t now. Vatican II calls each of us to reappraise our notion of war and violence. “With all the
conviction of her faith in Christ and with the awareness of her mission, the Church proclaims that violence is
evil, that violence is unacceptable as a solution to problems, that violence is unworthy of man. Violence is a lie,
for it goes against the truth of our faith, the truth of our humanity. Violence destroys what it claims to defend:
the dignity, the life, the freedom of human beings.” (Compendium #496)
In his 2017 World Day of Peace Message, Pope Frances states: “On this occasion, I would like to reflect
on nonviolence as a style of politics for peace. I ask God to help all of us to cultivate nonviolence in our most
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personal thoughts and values. May charity and nonviolence govern how we treat each other as individuals,
within society, and in international life.” “Violence” he says, “is not the cure for our broken world.” Francis
acknowledges the nonviolent example of Gandhi (Hindu), Badshah Kahn (Muslim), and Dr. King (Christian),
saying “women in particular are often leaders of nonviolence.” Jesus, he says, “offers a manual for this strategy of peacemaking in the Sermon on the Mount.” “I emphatically reaffirm that no religion is terrorist. Violence profanes the name of God. Let us never tire of repeating: The name of God cannot be used to justify
violence. Peace alone is holy. Peace alone is holy, not war!” He concludes by saying: “I pledge the assistance
of the church in every effort to build peace through active and creative nonviolence.”
Tyranny, war, genocide, and realities like the Holocaust must be stopped before they start. “If you want
peace, work for justice” says Pope Paul VI. “If authentic human development is the new name for peace, avarice is the greatest sign of moral underdevelopment.” What is the greatest enemy of the authentic human
development? “War and military preparations,” says Pope John Paul II. “It belongs to the lay person to integrate a Christian spirit into the mentality, customs, laws, and structures of the communities in which they
live.” (Compendium #531) We can go to mass, receive sacraments, and pray for peace, but if we don’t
“learn what makes for peace”…there will be violence, injustice, and war. If in the private “religious” domain
we are God-fearing and pious, but in the social “secular” domain we embrace racism, militarism, predatory
capitalism, and oppressive social policies that undermine human dignity–there will be injustice, violence,
and war. And there will be hell to pay—for war is hell.
Non-violence is not simply a personal vow to turn the other cheek–or not to repay evil with evil. It involves
“embracing an integral Christian humanism, creating social, economic, and political structures ‘founded on
the dignity and freedom of every human person, to be brought about in peace, justice, and solidarity.’” (Compendium #19) “Justice is the minimal condition of love,” says Pope Paul VI. “One of the greatest
injustices in the contemporary world consists in this; that the ones who possess much are relatively few
and those who possess almost nothing are many.” (JP II, Social Concerns #27) “Today, given the worldwide
dimension, (we) cannot but embrace the immense multitudes of the hungry, the needy, the homeless, those
without medical care…To ignore them would mean becoming like the ‘rich man’ who pretended not to
know the beggar Lazarus lying at his gate. (JP II, Social Concerns #42) “As long as the problems of the poor
are not radically resolved by rejecting the absolute autonomy of markets…and by attacking the structural
cause of inequality…no solution will be found for the world’s problems…inequality is the root of social
ills.” (Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel) “Some continue to defend trickle-down theories that assume that
economic growth, encouraged by a free market, will inevitably succeed in bring about greater justice…this
opinion...expresses a crude and naïve trust in the goodness of those wielding power…We have created new
idols. The worship of the ancient golden calf has returned in a new and ruthless guise in the idolatry of
money and the dictatorship of an impersonal economy lacking a truly human purpose.” (The Joy of the Gospel #53-55) “We need to be convinced that love is the principle not only of micro relationships (with
friends, family members, or within small groups), says Pope Benedict, “but also in macro relationships
(social, economic, and political ones).” If we embrace social justice in macro relationships…we will help
bring about peace through non-violence. If we don’t–we will perpetuate violence, oppression, war, and
realities like the Holocaust.
Where do we go from here? The first step, says Pope Francis, is an examination of conscience. We all
have our blind spots; we’re all sinners. No one has the whole truth. Pope Francis joins John Paul II in asking
for “Catholics to make amends for past and present religious intolerance as well as injustice towards Jews,
women, indigenous peoples, immigrants, the poor ,and the unborn.” (We could expand this list.) “Forms of
social or cultural discrimination in basic personal rights on grounds of sex, race, color, social conditions,
language, or religion must be curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God’s design.” (Vatican II, Church
in the Modern World, #29) “We revere the lives of children in the womb, the lives of persons dying in war
and from starvation, and indeed the lives of all human beings as children of God.” (FCFC #45) An integral
Christian humanism cultivates a culture of life through defending the common good and all aspects of what
it means to be authentically human. How can we love God the Creator, if we don’t respect or care for God’s
creation? “…Global warming continues, due in part to human activity…when we mistreat nature we also
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mistreat humans…let us hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” (Pope Francis, World Day of
Prayer for Creation) “For the church, the many abuses of human life, liberty, and dignity are a heartfelt suffering” writes Archbishop Romero. “The church must cry out; it takes as spittle on its face, as lashes on its back, as
the cross in its passion, all that human beings suffer…There is no dichotomy between man and God’s
image.”
At present there are nine nuclear states that possess an estimated 17,000 nuclear weapons. In November 2016,
Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, from the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, stated: “Since the end of World
War II in 1945, humanity has manifested not only its capability of extreme violence but also the potential to
destroy itself and the world as a whole. This possibility in not theoretical; it is realistic and could very well become real. The human race has shown itself capable of inflicting suffering and unspeakable violence, even to
the point of being the potential architect of its own downfall, able to destroy the world.” “The grave has enlarged its throat,” says Isaiah. (Isaiah 5:14) Democracy, and indeed our very existence…is fragile.
“When Jesus had come in sight of Jerusalem he wept and said, “If only today you knew what makes for
peace.” (Lk 19:41) They didn’t–and indeed Jerusalem did fall. Jesus doesn’t come into the world to condemn it–
but to save it. He still “afflicts the comforted and comforts the afflicted.” (Chesterton) He is still a sign of contradiction, “destined for the rise and fall of many.” “Is this a man? He has no human likeness…He was despised and
rejected, a man of sorrows familiar with grief, a man from whom people hide their face, spurned and considered of no account…Yet ours were the sorrows he bore, ours were the sufferings he endured…They made his
tomb with the wicked…though he had done no violence nor spoken deceit…Therefore I will give him his portion among the great…” (Is: 53)
“Blessed are the peacemakers, you shall be called sons and daughters of God.”

Tom Reichert
treichert@saintjosephcc.org
(Cover art: Tom Reichert)

8

