
National Catholic Youth Conference 

Dear Parents,  

This fall, St. Benedict Life Teen is planning on taking high school students to the 

National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana. This has been a standard 

event for St. Benedict to attend in the past, along with dozens of other students from 

across the Diocese, and I’m excited to restart the tradition.  

NCYC is one of the largest gatherings of Catholic teens in the country, with nationally 

recognized speakers like Fr. Mike Schmitz, Rwandan genocide survivor Immaculee 

Ilibagiza, Life Teen Vice President Mark Hart, musician Matt Maher, and more attending 

in the past. Teens will have opportunities to hear from these speakers on what it means 

to be Catholic in 2021 and beyond, as well as opportunities for prayer and interacting 

with peers from across the country.  

NCYC has a usual attendance of 20,000 or more, but COVID-19 guidelines will limit that 

number to 10,000 this year. With such limited capacity, it is important to sign up as soon 

as possible to guarantee a spot for this trip.  

NCYC will cost $900 per teen, which will cover the flight, registration to the conference, 

hotel, and one meal per day. Teens will have to bring additional money for lunch or 

dinner, whichever meal we don’t eat together. An initial deposit of $150 is due no later 

than Tuesday, April 20th. Our payment schedule will be released in full with the NCYC 

schedule, but expect a second deposit due in June and the final due in early 

September. Our current plan is hosting a series of fundraisers throughout the spring and 

summer to help offset costs. The more fundraisers your teen attends, the lower the final 

payment will be.  

We will leave St. Benedict on Wednesday, November 17th and return on Sunday, 

November 20th. We will be flying to Indianapolis, although details for those flights are 

not yet available. The conference is held in spaces between Lucas Oil Stadium (home 

of the Colts) the adjoining conference center, and our hotel. 

Because of both travel for this trip, limited hotel space, and COVID-19 protocols from 

NCYC, spots are extremely limited.  When you are ready to secure your spot, please 

return the attached permission form and a $150 deposit by no later than April 20th. 

Beyond that day, I cannot guarantee a spot will open up! For questions or more 

information, please email Ryan as soon as possible 

(raltenbach@charlestondiocese.org). I am so excited to be able to take this trip with 

your teens! Thank you all for your support and interest that’s making this trip possible, 

and I hope you’ll be able to join us this fall.  

In Christ, Ryan Altenbach, St. Benedict Youth Minister 
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