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I want to update you on our capital campaign to help fund our new church 
campus. Last month a group of parishioners stepped forward to accept an 
invitation to serve as volunteers on our newly formed Capital Campaign Cabinet. 
These folks will work with Hal and Katie Johnson, our consultants who directed the 
Feasibility Study. The cabinet members will review all aspects of the campaign, 
set the guiding principles for how we will invite fi nancial support, balance fi scal 
responsibility with forward thinking, and help motivate others through their 
participation and energy. Campaign Cabinet members are:

• Roxanne and Mike Aulie
• Father Anthony Craig
• Doreen Miller Fish and Jeff Fish
• Tamee and Brian Franck
• Julie and Deacon Dan Goshey 
• Michelle and Tim LeMieur

• Janel and Tom Lewandowski
• Bonnie and Mark Rekucki
• Joanne and Chris Ruttger
• Vicky and Tommy Sablan
• Theresa and Paul Severson
• Lisa Stokman, Campaign Coordinator

From the beginning of our planning efforts, we knew this would be the most 
ambitious project in our parish history. That’s the beauty of God’s challenge to 
us individually and collectively. How we respond to this challenge is up to each 
of us, because what is at stake here is to create a new church campus to support 
our parish mission and ministries for the next 75-100 years.

If we are to make this campaign a success, we must contact people through 
a patient and intentional process that could take several months. This is the 
strategy that hospitals, colleges, libraries, YMCA, and other non-profi ts have 
used very successfully. We must remember that we are inviting members of our 
faith community to consider a serious and prayerful fi nancial commitment – not 
a casual donation – to help us reach our ambitious fi nancial goal. As a result, I 
ask for your patience and understanding as we take each step in a deliberate 
and thoughtful manner. 

Continued on page 2

Rosary - September 11
A 10 a.m. Rosary will be at the new 
church property on the 2nd Saturday 
of the month. For questions, contact 
Mary Lee Dallman at 218-851-0193 
or maryleedallman58@gmail.com.
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Loving God, be with us as we embark on a sacred journey as we look 
ahead to our future and the ways we can grow St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church. We ask that you guide and direct our steps. Give us wisdom 
to discern our future direction. Give us your vision to see the path we 
must walk. Give us courage to make decisions for the good of all and 
for future generations. May we remember we are to be Christ for one 
another – responsible, compassionate, just and faithful, embracing our 
future as the people of God. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

OUR PRAYER FOR 
WISDOM AND GUIDANCE



Continued from page 1

We are planning a well-organized, dignified, respectful, and 
confidential process to invite all St. Joseph parishioners and 
seasonal visitors to consider offering a 36-month financial 
commitment. Our approach is to invite an initial group of 
members to help “jump start” the campaign with their 
financial commitments. As we continue those initial visits, we 
will plan an effective and efficient phased process to invite 
all remaining members to offer their financial support. One 
decision, one financial commitment at a time, we will be 
able to move to our new campus to accomplish God’s work 

and maintain our Catholic presence in Crosby, Deerwood, 
and the surrounding area that we serve. 

As you await your invitation to offer financial support in the 
coming months, I hope you will join me in daily prayer that 
God will help you and your family determine how best you 
can respond with a generous financial commitment, based 
on your blessings and capacity. Remember, anything is 
possible with God’s help and the power of our collective 
prayers, positive energy, and financial commitments. Thank 
you and may God bless you!

In Christ, Fr. Anthony

New Campus Building Project •  
Taking Each Step in Faith (continued)
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St Joseph, An Accepting Father
Excerpts from the Apostolic Letter
Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the 
angel’s words. “The nobility of Joseph’s heart is such that 
what he learned from the law he made dependent on 
charity. Today, in our world where psychological, verbal 
and physical violence towards women is so evident, Joseph 
appears as the figure of a respectful and sensitive man. 
Even though he does not understand the bigger picture, he 
makes a decision to protect Mary’s good name, her dignity 
and her life. In his hesitation about how best to act, God 
helped him by enlightening his judgment”.18

Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do 
not understand. Our first reaction is frequently one of 
disappointment and rebellion. Joseph set aside his own 
ideas in order to accept the course of events and, mysterious 
as they seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for 
them and make them part of his own history. Unless we are 
reconciled with our own history, we will be unable to take a 
single step forward, for we will always remain hostage to our 
expectations and the disappointments that follow.

The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that 
explains, but accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, this 
reconciliation, can we begin to glimpse a broader history, 
a deeper meaning. We can almost hear an echo of the 
impassioned reply of Job to his wife, who had urged him to 
rebel against the evil he endured: “Shall we receive the good 
at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” (Job 2:10).

Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously 
and firmly proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and 
welcome can be an expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift of 
fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the strength needed to 
accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and 
disappointments.

Jesus’ appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, 
which makes it possible for each of us to be reconciled to 
the flesh of our own history, even when we fail to understand 
it completely.

Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!” 
(Mt 1:20), so he seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We need 

to set aside all anger and disappointment, and to embrace 
the way things are, even when they do not turn out as we 
wish. Not with mere resignation but with hope and courage. 
In this way, we become open to a deeper meaning. Our lives 
can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live 
them in accordance with the Gospel. It does not matter if 
everything seems to have gone wrong or some things can no 
longer be fixed. God can make flowers spring up from stony 
ground. Even if our heart condemns us, “God is greater than 
our hearts, and he knows everything” (1 Jn 3:20).

Here, once again, we encounter that Christian realism which 
rejects nothing that exists. Reality, in its mysterious and 
irreducible complexity, is the bearer of existential meaning, 
with all its lights and shadows. Thus, the Apostle Paul can 
say: “We know that all things work together for good, for 
those who love God” (Rom 8:28). To which Saint Augustine 
adds, “even that which is called evil (etiam illud quod malum 
dicitur)”.19 In this greater perspective, faith gives meaning 
to every event, however happy or sad.

Nor should we ever think that believing means finding facile and 
comforting solutions. The faith Christ taught us is what we see in 
Saint Joseph. He did not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality 
with open eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.

Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome 
others as they are, without exception, and to show special 
concern for the weak, for God chooses what is weak (cf. 1 
Cor 1:27). He is the “Father of orphans and protector of 
widows” (Ps 68:6), who commands us to love the stranger in 
our midst.20 I like to think that it was from Saint Joseph that 
Jesus drew inspiration for the parable of the prodigal son 
and the merciful father (cf. Lk 15:11-32).

18  Homily at Mass and Beatifications, Villavicencio, Colombia (8 
September 2017): AAS 109 (2017), 1061.

19 Enchiridion de fide, spe et caritate, 3.11: PL 40, 236.

20 Cf. Deut 10:19; Ex 22:20-22; Lk 10:29-37.

Read the full Apostolic Letter at: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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Sick or Homebound 
and Seeking

Holy Communion?
Call the parish offi ce to request a visit

if you are unable to attend Mass.

218-546-6559

Volunteer Focus
Fr. Anthony Craig: Facilities Planning and Capital Campaign Cabinet

In July 2020, Father Anthony Craig was named the pastor 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Crosby, Our Lady of 
Fatima in Garrison, and Holy Family in Hillman.

Father Anthony is the son of Deacon David and Cheryl 
Craig of Pequot Lakes. He was an altar server at St. Alice 
Catholic Church. During high school, he competed in 
football, basketball, golf, and track and fi eld. He also 
acted in a number of theatre productions in high school 
and also at Central Lakes College while enrolled in the 
Post-Secondary Enrollment Options program. 

After graduating from Pequot Lakes High School, he 
attended St. John Vianney College Seminary at the 
University of St. Thomas where he majored in Catholic 
Studies and Philosophy. He earned a theology degree 
from Pontifi cal Gregorian University in Rome. He also 
studied in Rome at the Pontifi cal John Paul II Institute 
for Studies on Marriage and Family. He was ordained on 
July 15, 2011, for the Diocese of Duluth. He continued his 
studies at John Paul II Institute in Washington D.C. where 

he earned a Licentiate degree of 
Sacred Theology. 

Father Anthony has served as an 
associate pastor in Hibbing, a 
pastor in Deer River, Ball Club and 
Federal Dam, and most recently 
as pastor of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Chisholm and Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Buhl. Since 2015 he has 
also worked as an assistant in the 
Offi ce of Marriage, Family and 
Life for the Diocese of Duluth.

Father Anthony has three brothers, two sisters and eleven 
nieces and nephews. He greatly enjoys receiving breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner invitations from his parishioners. 

“I love being a priest of Jesus Christ,” Father Anthony 
said. “I am very grateful for this vocation.”

Fr. Anthony Craig

Fall Festival

We are currently organizing our Annual Fall Festival 
scheduled for Saturday, October 2, 2021, from 3:30-
9:30 p.m. in the church school parking lot and adjacent 
field. This festival is so important to our community as 
it promotes and fosters a Christian ideology of faith, 
togetherness, fellowship, and kindness.

The festival will include: food, music, games, fun 
activities for the entire family, bonfire and more! We 
need volunteers for setup the night before (10/1), setup 
the day of (10/2), game station shifts, food/drink station 
shifts, take down/cleanup, etc. 

If you or anyone you know would like to help, contact Tommy 
Sablan (702) 460-2711 or Mike Aulie (763) 498-2997. 

Let us take this opportunity to evangelize and invite 
others within our community to sit at our table. This 
could be a neighbor, friend, family member, someone 
from another parish, someone from another church/
faith, or simply someone that has been absent and is in 
need of Christ in their life. Let us gather and rejoice in 
the many blessings that God has graced us with. All are 
welcome!
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Family Faith Formation
Ministry Spotlight by Tammy Ringhand & Joan Hasskamp

Religious Education is an important ministry at St. Joseph. 
Each year 100-120 students are enrolled in Family Faith For-
mation. Four years ago, after much prayer and discernment, 
the current model was developed. 

There are several key components to the model. The first is 
a shared family meal. This relieves some of the stress busy 
families may feel having to quickly feed the kids at home 
before rushing off to church. The meal provides an oppor-
tunity for people to strengthen bonds of friendship and to 
bring many different parts of the parish together. A number 
of volunteers, along with the Knights of Columbus, assist 
with the set-up, food preparation, and cleanup.  

The second component is having all students meet on the 
same day and time. Wednesday evening at 5:30, all par-
ticipants meet in the social hall for dinner. Immediately af-
ter, students in grades one through six go to the school. 
Instruction for the younger students follows a classroom 
model. Boys and girls are assigned to different classrooms 
depending on their ages with third through sixth grade 
boys and girls meeting separately to account for differenc-
es in maturity levels. The seventh through eleventh grade 
students remain in the church hall after dinner with each 
class broken out according to grade. Several adult leaders 
are assigned to each group for a presentation followed by 
discussion. Families are encouraged to continue the discus-
sion at home. The students go through the program twice, 
once during their grade school years and again during high 
school. In order to be confirmed, older students are re-
quired to take five core classes that are offered during their 
high school years. These are held in a classroom setting. 
The core classes are: Intro to Scripture, Intro to Sacraments, 
Intro to Special Topics, Intro to Church Teaching, and Intro 
to Catholic Moral Vision. In addition, there are a variety of 
electives offered.

The third component of the ministry is community. Accord-
ing to Tammy Ringhand, Director of Religious Education, 
the ministry thrives because of the many community mem-
bers who assist regularly. “We are meant to be family who 
helps each other get to heaven,” she said. “I love how many 
generations are helping in one way or another.”  For exam-
ple, many people have made yearly commitments to pray 
the novena monthly for confirmation students. On average, 
there are over 30 adults helping with formation in one way 
or another.  “I love the devotion and love that is shown in 
this way,” Tammy added. “There are many who help year 
after year with formation and give so much of themselves to 
be truly present to the youth.” 

According to Tammy, in addition to the Wednesday class-
es, there are other equally important aspects of formation. 
These include activities that implement the knowledge 
that is learned and provide many opportunities to grow 
in friendships and prayer. Students attend many different 
retreats, volunteer at the soup kitchen, and participate 
in summer youth nights. “I see so much good fruit from  
Totus Tuus, Camp Survive, and Theology of the Body Im-
mersion for Teens (TOBIT) as well as the Confirmation Re-
treats hosted by the Diocese,” Tammy said. She believes 
these are often the events that cause a spark to burst forth 
onto the kindling of knowledge. “Experiencing the Lord in a 
very palpable way increases the desire to learn more about 
Him and spend more time with Him. I am filled with grati-
tude for all the Lord has done so far and filled with hope for 
what He has in store.”

Fall classes begin on September 22. Tammy said prayers 
and volunteers are always needed. Please contact Tammy 
at 218-838-0658 if you have any questions or are willing to 
volunteer.

Family Faith Formation provides a variety of opportunities for children to experience the Catholic faith.


