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So What Now?
As I write this article, there are many questions to be answered regarding
our pastor and our near future activities. I’m afraid this article will not supply
many of those answers, but there are some things I do want to share.
Regarding Father Anthony’s administrative leave, I have NOT been given
any classified or private information. The staff and I are fully free to share
everything we know, and we have done so. I just want to make it clear that
we are not holding anything back. Having said that, I do not have answers
to the most common questions: (1) How long will he be gone? (2) Will he
be coming back? (3) What is the issue he is dealing with?
I find reassurance in the fact that he retains the title of Pastor of our
parishes. That speaks loudly to me. However, he is not going to be on
site for pastoral or sacramental duties until his leave is ended. Until then, I
have been assigned as the parish administrator of our parishes. As such, I
am working closely with our staff and the diocese to keep operating with
as few disruptions as possible.
Thanks to Father George Zeck, as well as other area priests who have
offered to help, it appears that we will be able to maintain the daily
and weekend mass schedules mostly intact. We have been able to
accommodate funerals and confession schedules as well, for the most
part. It will be important to monitor the bulletin and make sure we have
your email on file for important notices.
I have two requests I would like to make of you:
The first is to be present for Bishop Daniel Felton’s visits to our parishes
on Wednesday, November 3. This is a pastoral visit and update by our
bishop. He will say mass at 4 p.m. in Garrison and at 6:30 p.m. in Crosby.
After each of those masses, the Bishop will be available to visit and answer
any specific questions you may have. There will be light refreshments
available after both of the masses that afternoon/evening. PLEASE make
it a point to be present at one of these events.
My second request is to step up your efforts to be intentional about
serving your parish community. This is a time for us to reach out to one
another and get together (taking prudent COVID precautions) to pray
and socialize and to see if there are other ways we can be Christ to one
another. And I beg you to reach out BEYOND your familiar circle of
friends and get to know other members of our parish. Find opportunities
(or make opportunities) to be together for prayer and encouragement…
even if only by phone. But let these gatherings truly be uplifting and
helpful, not gossip or complaint sessions. Make prayer a priority for these
gatherings (Liturgy of the Hours, a rosary, a chaplet, etc.) Pray for Father
Anthony, Father George, your deacons, our Bishop and the clergy, and
pray for each other as well.
My phone number and email are published in the bulletin every week.
Please feel free to contact me if you need to talk.
God bless, Deacon Dan Goshey
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Rosary - November 13

Join the Prayer Guild for a 10 a.m. rosary at St.
Joseph’s church on the 2nd Saturday of the month.
For questions, contact Mary Lee Dallman at
218-851-0193 or maryleedallman58@gmail.com.

A prayer for our priest
Gracious and loving God. I thank you for the
gift of our priest. Through him we experience
your presence in the sacraments. Help Father
Anthony Craig to be strong in his vocation.
Set his soul on fire with love for your people.
Grant him the wisdom, understanding and
strength he needs to follow in the footsteps
of Jesus. Inspire him with the vision of your
kingdom. Give him the words he needs to
spread the gospel. Allow him to experience
joy in his ministry. Mother Mary, Mother of the
Church, pray for Father Anthony Craig that he
will be able to do your son’s will this day and
that your Immaculate Heart will be his courage
and strength. Oh Jesus, Eternal Priest, keep
our priest within the shelter of your Sacred
Heart. I ask this in your name, who lives and
reigns as our Eternal Priest. Amen.
– Written by Mothers of Priests,
Diocese of Duluth

Meet The Silgens

Parishioner Spotlight by Michelle LeMieur
If you’re looking for parishioner, Ann Silgen, these days, you’ll
likely find her amidst the echoing pop of a tennis ball being
hit. Ann is the head varsity coach for the Crosby-Ironton high
school team. You might wonder where she gets her energy
for coaching, but the mother of 7, grandmother of 4, has
spent her life surrounded by children, and she wouldn’t have
it any other way.
Ann and her husband Phil joined the St. Joseph community
in 2000. Phil works as a medical physicist for Fairview Health,
and when not coaching, Ann serves as the executive director
of the non-profit organization, Interfaith Volunteers. She is
also a board member for Well-Read Mom and a past board
member for the Brainerd YMCA.
And just in case she finds an hour for herself, Ann likes to
read, listen to music and enjoys spending time outdoors. In
the spring her family spends dozens of hours making maple
syrup!
Throughout her years at St. Joseph’s Parish, Ann has served
as a music minister, both as a cantor and in various choirs. She
has also taught religious education and works in the kitchen
for special events and community meals.

The Silgen Family
Ann says she is drawn to our parish community because of the
people. “We have formed meaningful and true friendships
over the years through our parish community. I have a deep
sense of gratitude for being accompanied on the journey of
living out my Catholic faith.” She also says the St. Joseph’s
Fall Festival has been a favorite event of hers. “Seeing families
having fun together, dancing, singing, sitting by the bonfire,
eating pork, having a bean bag tournament…this event has
been such an experience of what it means to be part of a
church community.”

Volunteer Focus

Doreen Miller-Fish, Facility Planning Team, Architect Selection Team,
Communication Team, Capital Campaign Cabinet
Doreen Miller-Fish grew up in St. Francis, Wisconsin, a
suburb of Milwaukee. Her family owned a roller-skating
rink. “I grew up with four wheels on each foot,” she said.
For most of her youth she was a figure skater and Wisconsin
state champion, and earned a bronze medal at the US
Championships in 1986.
She joined the St. Joseph community in 2007 when she
married Jeff. They have two daughters, Lexie and Lizzy, who
attend St. Francis School in Brainerd.
She has an undergraduate degree in Journalism/Public
Relations from UW-Milwaukee and an MBA in marketing
from UW-Whitewater. Throughout her career, she worked
in customer service, training and development, product
development, product marketing and graphic design in
the commercial printing, manufacturing, and chemical
industries. For the past 15 years she has owned and operated
her own graphic design company with the majority of her
clients in the chemical industry.
Doreen said she enjoys being involved in the planning of
the new church because she likes to ask questions and

prefers being involved rather
than a spectator. She possesses
excellent computer skills and
enjoys learning new technology
and crunching numbers. “I
am a good administrator by
paying attention to detail and
keeping things on track,” she
added. She enjoys being part
of a team but prefers to work
behind the scenes. She has
been an active member of the
church and currently serves
as a trustee and member of
the Finance Council. She also
maintains the church website.

Doreen Miller-Fish

Until recently when her family closed the roller rink, Doreen
still laced up her roller skates, enjoying rink time with Lexie
and Lizzy. While she still likes skating, she said she no
longer tries any fancy stuff. “The last time I did, it didn’t
end well,” she explained with a laugh. In her free time, she
enjoys genealogy and gardening.
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Sleeping Bag Ministry
Ministry Spotlight by Joan Hasskamp
The Sleeping Bag Ministry began in 1997.
Louise Peterson found a pattern on the
internet which Penney Johnston and
Mary Widmar utilized to make the initial
12 sleeping bags. In December of that
year, Penney, Mary and Jeanne Ecklund
delivered the bags to the Peace House, a
weekday gathering place for economically
challenged and marginalized men and
women in Minneapolis. Thus began an
almost 23-year ministry that is still going
strong today.

It is estimated that 550-600 sleeping
bags have been delivered to the Peace
House over the 23 years. The early
volunteers kept meticulous records
which show that on December 17, 2005,
the 267th sleeping bag was delivered
to the Minneapolis charity. Currently,
30-40 are delivered yearly by several
volunteers including Mark and Bonnie
Rekucki and Tammy Ringhand who took
over for Diane and Louis Grochowski
when they moved out of the area.

The ministry was started after Penney,
Jeanne, and Mary attended a retreat
in Minneapolis where they met Sr. Rose
Tillemans. Through conversations with
Sr. Rose, they discovered she was the
founding member of the Peace House.
Sr. Rose expressed an urgent need
for warm sleeping bags for the many
people they served. Penney, Mary and
Jeanne knew they were called to begin
the sleeping bag ministry.

The group is generously supported by
parishioners, community members, and
Salem West volunteers who regularly drop
off bags of quilts, sheets and blankets at
the church office. The ministry is housed
in the former 3rd grade classroom where
there is ample room to store the large
inventory of supplies.

Penney said the timing was perfect
because the parish was participating
in Renew at the time. One aspect of
Renew called on parishioners to do
mission work. Many women signed up
for the sleeping bag ministry, and the
program took off. “It all came together
so beautifully we knew it was meant to
be,” Penney said.
Each Wednesday morning from 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m., a dedicated group of “bag
ladies” meet to assemble the sleeping
bags. Current members include: Scena
Proodian, Susie Roberts, Doris Hintz,
Bonnie Rekucki, Joan Hasskamp, Marian
Freese, Mary Johnson, Julie Aspelin,
Kathy Baldwin, and Joanie Ullom.
An original member of the ministry was
Betty Ravnik. In 2004 when Betty was
nearing the end of her earthly life, she
asked Bart Johnston and her son Tom to
build her a casket out of wood harvested
from her property. The Christmas
before this, Penney had gifted Betty a
homemade miniature quilt sleeping bag
tree ornament. Because the sleeping
bag ministry meant so much to Betty, she
asked Tom to place the ornament in her
casket. When Betty died, Tom needed a
liner for the casket. The idea came to him
to line her casket with an actual sleeping
bag made by the ministry. Knowing she
was wrapped in such warmth and love
brought much comfort to her loved ones.

Other than Scena Proodian who operates
the sewing machine to prep the initial
layers, very little sewing is involved.
All that is required of volunteers is one
simple stitch with a needle and thread
and the ability to tie a knot. Sleeping
bags are constructed using a queen- or
king-sized quilt joined with a similar sized
flat sheet. Five layers of blankets provide
the warmth. Crochet thread tacks hold it
all together. It’s turned, folded and rolled
into a finished sleeping bag roll.

How you can help
• Donate king or queen flat sheets
and any sized blankets, quilts and
comforters. Drop them off at the
church office during business hours.
• Donate size 10 crochet thread,
needles and needle threaders.
• Volunteer on Wednesdays from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. in the school. If you
can tie a knot, you’re qualified.
• Donate new underwear, socks (new
or next to new), backpacks, and
personal needs items. These items
are delivered to Peace House
along with the sleeping bags.
• Pray for the ministry and those
they serve.

The sleeping bag ministry team

Other supplies used in production are
crochet thread, needles and needle
threaders which are donated by the
volunteers or purchased by the Council
of Catholic (CCW.) The CCW has been a
long-time supporter of the ministry and
has provided needed supplies.
Scena Proodian describes the sleeping
bag ministry as an opportunity to get
together for fellowship while at the same
time doing something constructive to
help someone else. “There’s something
wonderful about working with your
hands that helps others,” she said. “We
love volunteers who come with a big
smile and a good story.”
Volunteers are always welcome and
needed. The group would love to
send more sleeping bags to Peace
House. According to Bonnie Rekucki,
the sleeping bags are in such high
demand that there is a lottery for them.
“Whenever we drive up, the clients
are so excited to see the truck full of
sleeping bags,” Bonnie said.

Loading sleeping bags for distribution

Bonnie Rekucki hand stitching

St. Joseph’s Messenger – Building on Faith | October 2021 | Page 3

St Joseph, A Creatively Courageous Father
Excerpts from the Apostolic Letter

If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our
personal history and embrace even the things in life that we
did not choose, we must now add another important element:
creative courage. This emerges especially in the way we deal
with difficulties. In the face of difficulty, we can either give up
and walk away, or somehow engage with it. At times, difficulties
bring out resources we did not even think we had.
As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why
God did not act in a more direct and clear way. Yet God acts
through events and people. Joseph was the man chosen by
God to guide the beginnings of the history of redemption. He
was the true “miracle” by which God saves the child and his
mother. God acted by trusting in Joseph’s creative courage.
Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary
could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he could,
turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God come
into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent danger from
Herod, who wanted to kill the child, Joseph was warned once
again in a dream to protect the child, and rose in the middle
of the night to prepare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14).
A superficial reading of these stories can often give the
impression that the world is at the mercy of the strong and
mighty, but the “good news” of the Gospel consists in
showing that, for all the arrogance and violence of worldly
powers, God always finds a way to carry out his saving plan.
So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the mercy of
the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what counts. God
always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same
creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able
to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting always in divine
providence.
If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not
mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are being
trusted to plan, to be creative, and to find solutions ourselves.
That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the
paralytic, who lowered him from the roof in order to bring
him to Jesus (cf. Lk 5:17-26). Difficulties did not stand in the
way of those friends’ boldness and persistence. They were
convinced that Jesus could heal the man, and “finding no
way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on
the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into
the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their
faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you’” (vv. 19-20).
Jesus recognized the creative faith with which they sought to
bring their sick friend to him.
The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and the
child remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed to eat,
to find a home and employment. It does not take much
imagination to fill in those details. The Holy Family had to face
concrete problems like every other family, like so many of our
migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their lives to

escape misfortune and hunger. In this regard, I consider Saint
Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave their
native lands because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty.
At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the
Gospel tells us that he gets up, takes the child and his mother,
and does what God commanded him (cf. Mt 1:24; 2:14.21).
Indeed, Jesus and Mary his Mother are the most precious
treasure of our faith.[21]
In the divine plan of salvation, the Son is inseparable from his
Mother, from Mary, who “advanced in her pilgrimage of faith,
and faithfully persevered in her union with her Son until she
stood at the cross”.[22]
We should always consider whether we ourselves are
protecting Jesus and Mary, for they are also mysteriously
entrusted to our own responsibility, care and safekeeping.
The Son of the Almighty came into our world in a state of
great vulnerability. He needed to be defended, protected,
cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did
Mary, who found in him someone who would not only save
her life, but would always provide for her and her child. In this
sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of
the Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body of
Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in
the motherhood of the Church.[23] In his continued protection
of the Church, Joseph continues to protect the child and his
mother, and we too, by our love for the Church, continue to
love the child and his mother.
That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to
me” (Mt 25:40). Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering
or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm
person is “the child” whom Joseph continues to protect.
For this reason, Saint Joseph is invoked as protector of the
unfortunate, the needy, exiles, the afflicted, the poor and the
dying. Consequently, the Church cannot fail to show a special
love for the least of our brothers and sisters, for Jesus showed
a particular concern for them and personally identified with
them. From Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and
responsibility. We must learn to love the child and his mother,
to love the sacraments and charity, to love the Church and
the poor. Each of these realities is always the child and his
mother.
21

 f. S. RITUUM CONGREGATIO, Quemadmodum Deus (8
C
December 1870): ASS 6 (1870-1871), 193; BLESSED PIUS IX,
Apostolic Letter Inclytum Patriarcham (7 July 1871): l.c., 324-327.

22

 ECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic
S
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 58.

23

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963-970.

Read the full Apostolic Letter at: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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Fall Festival
by Joan Hasskamp

A good sized crowd attended the Fall Festival held on Sunday,
October 3. Activities were plentiful for both adults and
children on the beautiful fall day. Kids entertained themselves
with a variety of games including a giant inflatable slide, ball
toss, darts, and pumpkin painting. Adults enjoyed the “win
a bottle” ring toss game, Cornhole, silent auction, and the
always popular beer garden.

The delicious meal included ribs, chicken, hot dogs, salads,
baked beans, biscuits, and a variety of desserts. No one went
away hungry.
Thanks to the many volunteers, donors, and organizations
who made the event such a huge success.
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