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Building on Faith

St. Joseph’s

Blessed are you, Father, who, in your 
infinite love, gave us your only-begotten 
Son. He became our companion on 
life’s path and gave new meaning to our 
history, the journey we make together in 
toil and suffering, in faithfulness and love. 

By your grace, O Father, may this be a  
time of deep conversion and of joyful 
return to you. May it be a time of 
reconciliation between people, and of  
peace restored among nations, a 
time when swords are beaten into 
ploughshares and the clash of arms gives 
way to songs of peace. Father, grant that 
we may live docile to the voice of the 
Spirit, faithful to the way of Christ. 

Father, by the power of the Spirit, 
strengthen the Church’s commitment to 
the new evangelization and guide our 
steps along the pathways of the world. 
To You, Almighty Father, be praise and 
honor and glory now and forever. Amen.

-St. John Paul II

Hello Everyone,

It is good to be back with you. I’ve been settling in and getting my 
bearings. It’s been an interesting experience to come back here. I never 
could have guessed what you and I were in for these last few years. What 
a whirlwind it has been. What a strange time we have been living in. It has 
certainly allowed me to grow in docility and to accept change, especially 
unexpected changes which are going to happen at times. I am finding that 
for many people change is very difficult; we don’t often choose change. 
However, it’s one thing that is always happening; we can’t avoid it. 

I am trying to hold on lightly to what I think I know in terms of the future, 
because it just keeps shifting about. Maybe you feel the same way. I have 
found that by accepting changes, which I have no control over and which 
I wouldn’t necessarily choose, has allowed me to be less stressed. There 
are many things that I can’t control, and when I live with the impression 
that I do have control… that’s when I end up frustrated, disappointed, 
or stressed out. It doesn’t do a bit of good to worry about change, but 
sometimes I have a hard time letting go.

As I am attempting to get up to speed, I am grateful to all who have 
kept the ship moving. It is quite amazing that despite not having a pastor 
present, you have been able to continue with the capital campaign. You 
have done very well thus far, but we still have a long way to go. 

I want to invite all our parishioners to be involved, including our summer 
guests and summer residents. This work is  noble work. We have been gifted 
with a place of worship that has served us well for over one  hundred years. 
We now seek to build a new campus which can be the base of operations 
for many years to come. As times change, needs change. We have a great 
opportunity to offer a gift to the next generation  — something which will 
become a sign of our own devotion to God. 

Many beautiful churches have been constructed over the ages. Many of 
which still stand today as a testament to the faith of those who built them. 
Churches that remain from ancient times do so because they were well 
taken care of, renovated, or repaired. While renovation was considered, 
for a number of reasons, the decision was made to build a new Church… 
a new place of worship. What will this gift which we give to the future say 
about us? Are we willing to sacrifice for something greater than ourselves? 
I know not everyone is convinced yet, and that’s okay. 

However, I invite everyone to participate in a way they can, in a sacrificial 
way… in a way that offers a witness of our communal faith. For those who 
have not yet offered your financial commitment to the project, I encourage 
you to prayerfully consider offering that commitment and share your 
confidential decision with Lisa, our campaign administrative coordinator. 
When we receive all the financial commitments, it will help us responsibly 
plan what we can afford.

I am grateful to be back with you and have the opportunity to walk with 
you again as your pastor.

In Christ,  
-Fr. Eli

Rosary: May 14 & June 11, 10 a.m.
Join the Prayer Guild for a rosary in St. Joseph’s 
Adoration Chapel. Contact Mary Lee Dallman at 
218-851-0193 or maryleedallman58@gmail.com if 
you have any questions.
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St. Vincent dePaul Society
Ministry Spotlight by Joan Hasskamp

Founded in 1833 by a group of young Catholic lay people 
under the leadership of Blessed Frederic Ozanam, the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) is a worldwide organization of lay 
Catholics following Christ’s call to serve the poor, the suffering, 
and the deprived. St. Vincent de Paul (1581-1660) is the patron 
of the Society which bears his name. SVDP works to build a 
more just world through personal relationships with and service 
to people in need. Vincentians understand that service to a 
neighbor in need is an encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ.

The St. Joseph conference has been in existence for over 
ten years. Home visits are an important part of the ministry. 
Through home visits, Vincentian members establish personal 
relationship with neighbors in need, not only providing 
material assistance for basic needs such as rent, utilities, 
food, or clothing, but also offering friendship, understanding 
and prayer. Home visits give Vincentians the opportunity to 
not only provide aid and comfort but to better understand 
their circumstances and struggles.

Those requesting assistance call the St. Vincent help line. 
Members rotate taking the phone line, setting up visits, and 
assessing the needs of the caller. SVDP serves residents in the 
Crosby-Ironton school district plus the Garrison area. Brainerd 
and Pequot Lakes also have conferences. Members go out in 
twos to meet with the person requesting assistance.

In addition, SVDP serves lunches in the summer to the youth 
of the area through the Lunch Bunch program. The St. Joseph 
group provides noon lunches to children on Mondays in the 
communities of Crosby, Ironton, and Deerwood. Four other area 
organizations serve lunches Tuesday through Friday. The Lunch 
Bunch program began seven years ago when community groups 
were concerned children who qualified for free or reduced school 
lunches would not get adequate nutrition in the summer months. 
On average SVDP provides between 50--70 meals a week. 

Active members of the local conference are Ellen Brandt, 
Jeanne Ecklund, Penney Johnston, Connie Zeitler, Larry 
Hartman and Joan Hasskamp. Active members are those who 
participate regularly in the prayer life, meetings, and person-to-
person service to the poor. Active members are Catholic and are 
members of a conference. New members are always welcome.

In addition to active members, the conference has associate 
members. These are individuals who would like to serve but 
may not have the time to participate regularly in the meetings 
and home visiting. Our associates assist with packing and 
dispensing bagged lunches for Lunch Bunch.

Long-time member Ellen Brandt serves as president. “The 
concept of St. Vincent De Paul serving others seemed like a 
natural fit for me as I was in the Human Service field for 40 
years,” she said. “I have always enjoyed working with people 
and assisting them to improve their lives. My retirement 
coincided with the development of our local conference, and 
I was ready for more community involvement, so I joined and 
have been a member for ten years.”

Jeanne Ecklund is treasurer of SVDP. After retiring from a  fulltime 
job, she realized she needed to be productive and useful. “A 

friend mentioned SVDP, and I have been a member since this 
chapter started,” she said. “SVDP gives me the opportunity to 
help people in need, and that is very rewarding.”

Connie Zeitler has been a member for 9 ½ years. She is the spiritual 
advisor. As spiritual advisor, Connie leads prayers and reflections at 
meetings and encourages other members to share their thoughts 
and insights so the group may grow in faith together. “SVDP is 
important to me because Jesus came to live among us in order 
to show us the way to the Father,” she said. “Very simply, through 
Vincentian friendship, spirituality, service, and we can be more like 
Jesus. I decided to join because I must share the Good News of 
Jesus. When I receive Jesus in Holy Communion, I cannot keep 
Him to myself. A member of SVDP can allow Jesus (in me) to reach 
out to a neighbor in whatever need she or he may request. I am a 
sinner. With the love of Jesus and Mary, I can be a servant.”

SVDP is primarily funded through the generosity of parishioners. 
“Our conference has been able to serve our neighbors for 
almost 10 years because of the prayers and financial support of 
our parishioners, CCW, and Knight of Columbus,” according to 
secretary Penney Johnston. “We and the people we serve are very 
appreciative of their generosity.” Additional funding for Lunch 
Bunch has been received from Mille Lacs Electric, Deerwood 
American Legion, Crow Wing Power, and Crosby Fire Department.

All donations received are spent on those in need. Donation 
boxes are located in the entrances of St. Joseph and Our 
Lady of Fatima. “We are so thankful for the generosity of our 
parishioners,” Ellen said. “We are blessed to belong to such 
a caring and giving parish.”

In addition to monetary support, Connie encourages 
parishioners to pray for SVDP. “If you cannot be an active 
member of SVDP, prayer is essential for this international 
Catholic voluntary organization of lay people dedicated to 
the poor and to the Church,” she said.

Conference meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
of the month in the St. Joseph Education Building. Meetings 
include prayer and spiritual reflection, strengthening the 
members’ spiritual bonds and friendship, and address the 
common mission to help those in need.

If you or someone you know needs assistance, please call 
SVDP at 218-534-3182.

The active members of SVDP are (L to R):  
Larry Hartman, Jeanne Ecklund, Connie Zeitler,  

Penney Johnston, Ellen Brandt, and Joan Hasskamp
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Volunteer Focus
Mary Lee Dallman, Leader and Member of the Prayer Guild
By Joan Hasskamp

Mary Lee Dallman grew up in the small southern Minnesota 
farming community of Morgan. She was the seventh child of 
farming parents. She graduated from Morgan High School 
and Southwest State University in Marshall, Minnesota.

Mary Lee and her husband, Dennis, are retired. Mary Lee’s 
mother, who is 100 years of age, moved in with them on 
December 22, 2020.

When Father Eli and Deacon Dan asked Mary Lee to 
organize and lead the Prayer Guild, she accepted, and the 
group has grown to about 15 members. The Prayer Guild 
was created by Father Eli and Deacon Dan because they 
placed a great importance in praying for intentions related 
to the new church build. 

An active member of the parish community, Mary Lee 
ushers, leads Rosary, and regularly visits our Lord in the 
Adoration Chapel. 

For the last 13 years, Mary Lee has been active in the 
Resident Encounter Christ (REC) jail ministry. Through 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the ministry provides an 
opportunity for the incarcerated to personally encounter 
Jesus Christ within themselves and others by witnessing 
and experiencing the power of the Christian community, 
the Sacraments, and the Paschal Mystery.

In addition, Mary Lee is active in the “Fellowship in Faith” 
ministry at the Aitkin County Jail. The ministry is a product of 
(REC). She visits with inmates every Wednesday afternoon. 
“I have been blessed to be involved with REC and Faith in 
Fellowship,” she said. “It may seem I give, but I receive so 
much more.”

This past summer Mary Lee completed classes and received 
a Certification in Spiritual Direction from St. John’s School 
of Theology in Collegeville. “I am humbled when I have 
the privilege to share someone’s walk with Christ,” she 

said. “When we sit and listen with the ear of our heart, we 
can observe and hopefully help the other to see the Holy 
Presence when they may have otherwise looked beyond. It 
is important that we realize that the opportunity to witness, 
both personally and as a bystander, is only allowed by the 
Holy Spirit. Amazing! I began to realize this as I sat with the 
inmates and watched them blossom over time. Only by the 
Grace of God, we are all loved equally by our Creator.”

An avid Minnesota sport fan, Mary Lee follows the Twins, 
Vikings, and Timberwolves. She enjoys gardening, cross 
stitching, and jigsaw puzzles.

Mary Lee enjoys the youthfulness and feeling of growth in 
the parish community. “St. Joseph has such an awesome 
energy of worship,” she said. 

Mary Lee cited her willingness to serve as one of her 
strengths. “God doesn’t call the qualified but qualifies the 
called,” she said. 

Mary Lee Dallman

We all understand our building project is an ambitious 
undertaking. Do we have the will within us to help complete 
the work? If we are truly committed, anything is possible with 
God’s help and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Our collective enthusiasm and financial support can energize 
us to accomplish great things. Now, we are challenged by our 
Lord to ”put out into the deep water and let down your nets 

for a great catch.” (Luke 5:4). Our parish has been blessed 
with great gifts, talents, and financial capacity. 

Now is the time for us to let out our collective nets for 
a fervent commitment, deeper than we have ever felt, 
reflecting the convictions we have in our hearts for St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. It is time to move forward in faith casting our 
collective net for a great catch. Thank you!

Go Deeper and Cast Our Collective Net
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Capital Campaign Update
As of 4/20/22

$3,130,078 
(40.7%)

TO REACH  
OUR GOAL

DESIGNatED 
FUNDS

$1,250,000 
(16.2%)

tOtaL 
COMMItMENtS
$3,319,922

(43.1%)

PROJECt 
tOtaL

$4,569,922
(59.3%)

PHaSE 1 GOaL
$7,700,000

If you have received your folder and have not returned 
your confidential commitment, please take time this week 
to prayerfully consider and offer your response based on 
your capacity. Please mail or deliver your commitment 
form sealed in the confidential envelope to the parish 
office or place it in the collection basket next weekend. 
Your prompt response will eliminate the need to have a 
volunteer contact you. Thank you.

Don’t Delay – Respond today


