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Building on Faith

St. Joseph’s

Dear Parishioners, 

I would like to welcome our visitors to St. Josephs. As we prepare to 
commemorate our Independence, it is a perfect time to show appreciation 
for everything we have in our lives and for those who came before us and 
fought for our freedoms. 

At this point, you all should have received your personalized capital 
campaign folder. If you haven’t received it, please contact Lisa in the 
parish office. For those who still haven’t returned the Commitment in 
Faith form (page 10 in your folder), please return it to Lisa as soon as 
possible. We have now raised over five million in campaign commitments 
and savings which is 65% of our phase one building project goal. 

I am thankful for the many volunteers who give their time to the church. 
A parish can’t operate without the volunteer support. It’s always beautiful 
to see how people take ownership of their parishes. It takes a lot of 
dedicated people to make everything happen in a parish. When people 
take ownership and make the effort to take care of simple things such as 
leaving their pews or the bathrooms in the condition in which they found 
them, it goes a long way to helping us have a church we can be proud of. 

In the church, there are many volunteer opportunities. Liturgy, faith 
formation, decorating, gardening, finance council, adoration, prayer, 
and leading in the rosary are a few examples. There will be a number of 
upcoming volunteer opportunities associated with the new church build. 
Your service to the church helps our parish operate. We can’t afford the 
staff to make all of these things happen, so the life of the parish as we 
know it depends on having volunteers who are willing to be a part of the 
life of the Church. 

It’s very important to include everyone when seeking volunteers. It’s 
good to have people from many different backgrounds who can share 
their gifts and desire to be a part of our parish family. It is a healthy sign 
when people are willing to volunteer and when those who coordinate are 
willing to invite new people into these many ministries. If we aren’t willing 
to bring new people in, that ministry dies with us. Therefore, it becomes 
almost as important to share the ministry with others as it is to do the 
ministry ourselves. 

Again, thank you for the many ways you give to the church. 

In Christ,  
-Fr. Eli

Rosary: July 9 & August 13 @ 10am
Join the Prayer Guild for a rosary in St. Joseph’s 
Adoration Chapel. Contact Mary Lee Dallman at 
218-851-0193 or maryleedallman58@gmail.com if 
you have any questions.
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Totus Tuus Prayer of Consecration to Mary 
Immaculate Conception, Mary, my Mother.
Live in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.
Think your thoughts in my mind. Love,  

through my heart.
Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach, lead and guide me to Jesus.
Correct, enlighten and expand my thoughts  

and behavior.

Possess my soul. Take over my entire  
personality and life.

Replace it with Yourself.
Incline me to constant adoration.
Pray in me and through me.
Let me live in you and keep me in this union always.

    -– Pope John Paul II
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Totus Tuus – Inspiring Youth Through Joy
Ministry Spotlight by Doreen Miller-Fish

St. Joseph’s hosted Totus Tuus the last week of June inspiring 
our youth to be active stewards, find fruitful vocations and 
have a lifelong love for the Church. It is the 12th time our 
parish has hosted the summer youth mission. 

According to a video featuring Fr. Devin Burns, Diocese 
of Wichita, “The goal of Totus Tuus is to put children in 
communion with Jesus Christ ... a way to encounter how 
Christ is totally there for them, but also how they can live the 
Catholic faith in a new and vibrant way, that isn’t just about the 
norms of the faith and dogmas of it, but really to encounter 
someone that is a living joyful witness of it.” The Diocese of 
Wichita created and supports Totus Tuus as a diocesan-based 
program hosted in as many as 50 archdiocese and diocese 
across North America including the Duluth Diocese that is 
hosting Totus Tuus in 15 parishes this summer. 

This summer youth mission is dedicated to sharing the Gospel 
and promoting the Catholic faith through evangelization, 
catechesis, Christian witness, and Eucharistic worship. At 
St. Joseph’s Church it is administered by Tammy Ringhand, 
Director of Religious Education. The week-long program is 
guided by a team of four young adults, two men and two 
women, usually college students and seminarians. 

Parish and visiting youth in first through 12th grade participate 
in the week-long program. There were approximately 20 to 
30 7th through 12th grade students and 40 to 60 1st through 
6th grade students at St. Joseph’s. The camp has a six-year 
teaching cycle: The Mystery of Salvation, The Apostles’ Creed, 
The Sacraments, The Commandments, The Virtues, and Prayer 
and the Our Father. It also has a four-year cycle dedicated to 
the mysteries of the Rosary. Highlights of the week included 
skits, catechesis, music, Mass, reconciliation, small group 
discussion, testimony, learning about the life of saints, and 
ended with a water fight on the last day. Snacks and lunch 
were provided to the students. To help offset the team’s costs, 
there was a fee of $25/student with a family limit of $100. The 
CCW helped defray food costs, and financial assistance was 
provided for anyone in need.

Totus Tuus is designed to inspire young people with a true 
longing for holiness, a deep desire for daily conversion, 
and an openness to their vocation by challenging them 
to give themselves entirely to Jesus through Mary and 
continually strengthen their prayer lives in imitation of Her. 
The methodology, structure, content, and enthusiasm of 
Totus Tuus is concerned not only with teaching the Faith but 
also igniting the hearts of the team members and the young 
people they encounter at each parish. The result has been 
the formation of young adults who continue to dedicate 
themselves to evangelization along with vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.

Tammy is thankful to parents for bringing their children and for 
all of the middle school/high school youth that helped with the 
day program in the classes, with the water balloons, and in the 
kitchen. “It is such a help with all the ladies who bring in baked 
treats, fruits, vegetables, and help me in the kitchen,” she said. 
“They all lighten the work during the week.”

The Totus Tuus Team

The Diocese of Duluth has three teams of young adults 
visiting parishes in our diocese from June 5 through July 
17. The teams are selected by the diocese for their energy, 
enthusiasm, love of the Faith, commitment to spiritual growth, 
ability to work with a team, and a desire to work with youth. 
Prior to visiting parishes, team members attend a training 
program to understand the curriculum and all aspects of the 
parish catechetical program. They also receive additional 
training in the mission of Totus Tuus, prayer, Catholic doctrine, 
Christian relationships, and evangelization skills. The week-
long training also provides opportunities for individual and/
or community prayer, Eucharistic Adoration, daily Mass, 
Confession, team recreation, and fellowship. 

Once the team arrives at a parish, they stay with host families 
from their Saturday arrival until their departure the following 
Saturday. Host families are encouraged to treat the team 
members as part of their family, including them in meals and 
their family life that week. “It is such a joy to have time with the 
youth, see their team effort, meet and get to know the team, 
and witness the bonding and their effect on the kids,” Tammy 
said.

Learn more about Totus Tuus on the Duluth Diocese website 
at https://www.dioceseduluth.org/Totus-T. 

TOTUS TUUS
A Latin phrase meaning  

“Totally Yours” was the motto of  
Pope St. John Paul II. The phrase  

is from St. Louis de Montfort’s  
True Devotion to Mary and  

conveys a desire to give ourselves  
entirely to Jesus Christ through Mary.
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Totus Tuus in Pictures
Photos by Joan Hasskamp
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Volunteer Focus
Fr. Eli Gieske, Capital Campaign Cabinet and Facilities Planning Team
by Joan Hasskamp

Father Elias Gieske was ordained a priest in 2013. He 
served St. Joseph’s community from 2016-2020, the first 
two years with Deerwood and Crosby and the second two 
years with Deerwood, Crosby, Garrison and Hillman. During 
this time, Deerwood and Crosby parishes were combined 
and clustered with Garrison and Hillman. In April of 2022, 
he returned to our church cluster. 

Father Eli grew up in Lindstrom, Minnesota. When he 
was eight years old, his family moved from town to the 
countryside. Living in the country appealed to him because 
he loved tractors and motorized vehicles. He attended 
Chisago Lakes High School. His parents still reside in 
Lindstrom. His mom works for the church, and his dad is a 
retired electrical engineer. Father Eli has an older sister and 
two younger brothers. Between them, he has four nephews, 
one niece, and one on the way. 

Father didn’t consider becoming a priest until he was in 
college. He attended the University of Minnesota Duluth 
where he obtained a degree in electrical and computer 
engineering. “My dad was an engineer, so I knew a little 
about it,” he said. “I liked math and science.”

During his final two years in Duluth, he started to think about 
the priesthood. “I visited the seminary and felt I should give 
it a try, so I decided to go after I graduated,” he said. He 
applied to the diocese, was accepted, and attended the 
minor seminary at St. Thomas University in St. Paul where 
he obtained a philosophy degree. He then went to Rome 
to study theology. “It wasn’t until after my first year in Rome 
that I felt pretty sure I was called to the priesthood,” he 
said. After four years in Rome, he was ordained on June 
21, 2013. His first assignment was as the parochial vicar at 
the Cathedral in Duluth. After one year, two other parishes 
were added to the cathedral cluster (St. Mary Star of the 
Sea and Our Lady of Mercy). After three years in Duluth, he 
was assigned to the Crosby and Deerwood parishes.

In his free time, Father enjoys hiking and spending time in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area. He also enjoys playing board 
games and card games—especially strategy games. “I enjoy 
reading many different kinds of books, but most often these 

days, I read things that 
have to do with my 
work as a priest,” he 
said. “One of the things 
I like about being a 
priest is meeting new 
people and learning 
about their stories.” 

Father said there are 
many great things 
he loves about the 
St. Joseph’s parish. 
“We have a lot of 
wonderful families who 
are members here,” 
he said. “We have lots 
of children who are 
growing up in the church and receiving the sacraments. We 
have a good population of mature adults who give of their time 
and volunteer in a plethora of different ways. We have a variety 
of different ways in which people live their Catholicism, all of 
which have their own flavor. We have people who love tradition, 
we have people who are charismatic, and we have people 
who love being involved in ecclesial movements or fraternities 
within the church. We have people who enjoy traditional piety 
and those who are more interested in carrying out the social 
teachings of the church. There are people who like to volunteer 
within the local community and those who are more focused 
in the parish itself. There are a ton of different expressions of 
Catholicism that are within the bounds of the true expression of 
Catholicism. We are blessed to have people who are involved 
and interested in all kinds of these expressions of our faith, and I 
think that diversity within the unity of the Church is a great thing 
to see. It does at times create internal tensions that need to be 
addressed, but that’s just part of being part of a big family.” 

With his background in electrical and computer 
engineering, Father feels his training will give him some 
practical understanding and awareness that might come in 
handy during the church build project. He looks forward 
to leading our cluster now and in the future. “I hope to be 
here for a longer stint this time,” he said.

Fr. Eli Gieske

Sick or Homebound and 
Seeking Holy Communion?
Call the parish office at 218-546-6559 to request a  
visit if you are unable to attend Mass.
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“Lightning in a bottle” – Meet the Cady Family
Parishioner Spotlight by Michelle LeMieur

“Like catching lightning in a bottle.” That’s how Dr. 
Rachel Cady describes the rare joy of having her five kids 
together. Her sentiment is not surprising. She, her husband 
Dr. Mike Cady, and their children have incredibly active 
lifestyles.

Their oldest son, Ethan, recently graduated from Gonzaga 
University and turns the page to his next chapter in 
life - military service. Twenty-year-old, Ryan, attends the 
University of Minnesota Duluth as a pre-med student. 
Adam is 18 and attends Catholic University of America in 
Washington, D.C. Annemarie is 14 and in the 9th grade 
at Brainerd High School. Finally, John Paul, 11, attends St 
Francis Catholic School and is in the 5th grade.

When not enjoying an afternoon on the lake, you’ll find the 
Cadys running cross country or completing the occasional 
marathon. That’s right, this family runs for fun. They also 
enjoy traveling, biking, cross country 
skiing, snowmobiling, and spending 
time with friends and family. Who else 
is exhausted just reading this?

The Cadys have been members of St. 
Joseph’s Parish for more than 18 years. 
The boys have all been altar servers, 
and the crew has participated in youth 
activities and various fundraisers over 
the years.

“The parish community at St. Joseph 
is unbelievable. Even in the midst of a 
busy/ chaotic life, there is such comfort 
knowing that the parishioners are 
absolutely dedicated to each other’s 
well being,” explains Dr. Rachel. “We 
are here to help each other in a very 
tangible way. There is such beauty in 
this. A very specific memory I have in 
my heart is when I was in the ICU for 
a couple of weeks - the parish had a 

prayer vigil without our family asking. I remember being in 
the ICU at Abbott and feeling at complete peace in those 
moments.”

Dr. Mike Cady echos this by commenting that receiving the 
sacraments for their family at St. Joseph’s is indescribably 
special. “Our wonderful priests and parish music are 
additional blessings. We are humbled to be a part of 
this parish. So many faithful members foster a ‘do better’ 
environment. I cannot believe the fruits of the many 
beautiful ministries. Crosby and St. Joseph’s parish are 
special. We love our parish and all that God has in store as 
we expand into a beautiful new church.”

This writer knows, spend any amount of time with this 
family and you’ll agree, they really are a bit like lightning 
in a bottle. So rare you wish you could put a lid on it and 
capture the spontaneous spark we all adore.

The Cady Family

As a member of our parish, we invite you to take an active 

interest in helping secure our future. The decision as to 

how you choose to respond to our building project with a 

commitment based on your blessings is entirely in your hands. 

Please join us and offer your financial support to help us move 

closer to our participation and financial goals. Thank you! 

Why Do We Need Your 
Written Response? HELP WANTED

Do you enjoy talking to people and  
writing? The St. Joseph’s Messenger  
is looking for volunteers interested in  
writing feature stories for the  
quarterly publication. 

For more information, contact Joan  
Hasskamp at joankid@embarqmail.com.



$2,682,788 
(34.8%)

TO REACH GOAL

DESIGNATED 
FUNDS

$1,250,000 
(16 .2%)

ToTAL 
CoMMITMENTS
$3,767,212

(49 .0%)

PHASE 1 GoAL
$7,700,000

PRoJECT 
ToTAL

$5,017,212
(65 .2%)
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CapiTal Campaign UpdaTe
As of 6/26/22

If you have received your folder and have 
not returned your commitment, please 
take time this week to offer your response 
based on your blessings and capacity. 
Please mail or deliver your commitment 
form sealed in the confidential envelope 
to the parish office, or place it in the 
collection basket next weekend. Your 
prompt response will eliminate the need 
to have a volunteer contact you. Thank 
you.

Don’t Delay –  
Respond Today

Q & A
Want to learn more about the new church campus building 
project? Here are answers to frequently asked questions.

Q:  How finalized is the church design?
A:  We received several questions about the architectural 

design of the new campus buildings. This response is 
a general response to all design questions. The designs 
shared thus far are only conceptual. Once all parishioners 
and visitors have been invited to offer their financial 
support and their decisions have been received, the 
Building Committee will need to select a contractor 
and enter serious discussions on the final design of the 
Church and Social Hall. 

Q:  How many phases are anticipated to complete the 
entire build? 

A:  Currently there are two phases planned. However, that 

will depend on the generosity of parishioners, visitors 
and former parishioners who are invited to offer their 
financial support. If the financial goals for Phase One and 
Two cannot be met, then a third phase may be needed 
to complete the campus master plan.

Q:  Is there any truth to the annexation rumors regarding city 
water? Will the church need city water to have the water 
pressure required for fire protection sprinkler systems? 

A:  No, the city of Crosby has pulled back on their annexation 
plans. Fire protection sprinkler systems can be designed 
for buildings on well systems.

Q:  Is it possible there might be events held on the new 
property before construction begins?

A:  It is likely that there will be events at the property prior 
to the start of construction.


