
Yahweh, Divine Architect, Creator of our 
Human Family; Risen Jesus, Cornerstone 
of our Faith, Lover of us all; Spirit of 
Wisdom, Builder of community, Our 
Inspiration and Guide; You call us to build 
up Your Kingdom. 

Bless us with generous hearts, open minds, 
greater unity, renewed vision, as we seek 
to build a house for celebration and 
worship. 

May it be a home where all are welcomed, 
nourished, and empowered to be Christ 
for others.

Amen.
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Dear Parishioners, 

As we near the end of 2022, it’s a good time to update everyone on 
the status of the building project.  Because most parishioners are not 
directly involved in the planning, it’s important to share information on 
a regular basis. I plan to focus on communicating more about the plan, 
strategy, and goals for the project as we proceed.

How did we get here?

Maybe the best place to start is to remind the parish why we are 
building a new church. With the current church aging and showing 
wear, we needed to either fi x it or build new. After an extensive 
evaluation of options, a cross-section of parishioners determined the 
best option was to purchase property with the intention of building a 
new facility.

With the decision to build a new campus, we have the opportunity 
to create a space better suited to our worship and mission needs. 
It will provide:

•  Additional capacity with space to grow

• Updated facility that better meets our needs 

• A centrally located facility between Crosby and Deerwood 

What have we done?

A lot has happened to get us to where we are today. Here is a review. 

•  2012, the Diocese of Duluth Strategic Plan designated the two 
parishes of St. Joseph in Deerwood and Crosby to merge into one 
parish and have one worship site.

•  2017, the future planning committee made up of members of the 
two St. Joseph parishes began looking at options to fulfi ll the 
Diocesan Strategic Plan. After considering carefully the options of 
fi xing or expanding the current church building or building new on 
either the current property or a new site, it was recommended by 
the committee to seek an alternate site to build a new campus. 

•  2018, the parishes of St. Joseph in Crosby and Deerwood were 
clustered with Our Lady of Fatima in Garrison and Holy Family in 
Bulldog Lake. 

•  2018, the future planning committee helped select a piece of 
property for a new campus, and the property was purchased.

•  2019, April, the St. Joseph parish in Deerwood held its fi nal Mass. 
Parishioners were brought together at the St. Joseph Crosby campus. 

•  2019, September, the parishes of St. Joseph in Deerwood and 
Crosby are merged into one parish. 

•  2019, the St. Joseph parish began a feasibility study with Hal 
Johnson and Associates to better understand what our capacity 
was to build a new Church.

A Prayer For A New Church

Rosary: Dec 10 & Jan 14 @ 10A.M.
Join the Prayer Guild for a rosary in St. Joseph’s 
Adoration Chapel. Contact Mary Lee Dallman 
at maryleedallman58@gmail.com or 
218-851-0193 if you have any questions.

In this issue:
Letter from our Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Meet our Architect  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Capital Campaign Update. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Q & A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Contributors
Nicole Bugnacki
Fr. Eli Gieske 
Joan Hasskamp
Doreen Miller-Fish

St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church
617 Poplar Street 
Crosby, MN 56441 

continued on page 3



St. Joseph’s Messenger – Building on Faith | November/December 2022 | Page 2

Meet our Architect
Jesse Hopkins, Architect P.L.L.C.

Although I am a native Minnesotan, I spent much of my 
childhood growing up in the San Francisco Bay Area 
where I attended Catholic elementary school, graduated 
from St. Ignatius, an all-male Jesuit college preparatory, 
and was confirmed at St. Mary’s Cathedral. It was in my 
final two years of high school that I became interested 
in architecture as a professional pathway blending the 
creative arts and sciences. I pursued this interest at the 
School of Architecture and Allied Arts at the University of 
Oregon and graduated with a five year professional degree 
(B.ARCH) in 1996 after which I returned to San Francisco to 
begin my life work as an architect. 

At the beginning of the new millennium, and after several 
years working as a staff architect for a real estate developer 
in the Financial District of San Francisco, I began to open 
my mind to the thought of returning home to Minnesota. 
In July of 2002, I was hired by Nor-Son Construction in 
Baxter. The series of events that led me from San Francisco 
back to Minnesota, one of which was the passing of my 
paternal grandfather, can only be described as part of 
God’s merciful and saving plan, and I consider it still to be 
one of the great many blessings He’s given me. Coming 
home brought me face to face with my future wife and 
mother of my children, Desiree Hopkins, now a third grade 
teacher at St. Francis of the Lakes Catholic School, where 
our two daughters attend. Our two sons attend Brainerd 
High School as a junior and senior. 

One of my favorite past projects occurred outside of 
normal business hours. In 2012, I worked closely with 
Fr. Tony Wroblewski and Esther Reagan on the remodel 
of the sanctuary at St. Andrew’s Church in Brainerd as a 
parishioner and volunteer to create the architectural design 
work and to help organize the mostly volunteer labor 
needed for construction that included Dale Dragovich, 
Tom Feierabend, Jeff Clark, Paul Esser, Jimmy Jablonic, 
Jesse Johnson and others. Thanks to their service and their 
skill, the treasure of the God’s Church was on full display. 

In 2016, I joined Fr. Daniel Weiske, who had recently been 
assigned pastor, on the Long-Term Planning Committee 

at St. Andrew’s. Together we authored a parish survey 
that became one of the cornerstones of the vision for the 
future of our parish, served to underpin subsequent design 
work, helped inspire our capital campaign, and led to the 
construction of our new fellowship hall and renovation of 
the church in 2018. This year we are planning to add a new 
commercial kitchen to serve our parishioners and possibly to 
accommodate a future Catholic high school on our campus. 

The years have flown by quickly. In 2022, I celebrated 20 
years with Nor-Son, and at 50 years of age, it was a time for 
pause and reflection to consider how the remainder of my 
life might best be offered. It was only after careful consider-
ation that I became determined to pursue an independent 
architectural practice. And while this meant leaving a job that 
I had often considered to be my dream job, I accepted that 
it is at times only through change and challenge and some-
times hardship that we can continue to truly grow in our lives. 
When we let go of the things that we hold most dearly, only 
then can God replace them with something even greater. 

My practice will be relationship based and quality focused, 
specializing in religious work and other places of teaching 
and healing, including private and charter schools, 
specialty medical clinics, and compact housing. I hope to 
work with the Duluth Diocese to create a resource for small 
outstate parishes undergoing change or consolidation and 
to mentor young architects in their careers. 

The work at St. Joseph’s Church offers a remarkable 
opportunity for each of us to participate in the rich history 
of the Catholic Church by taking part together in an 
act of creation, creating a permanent place of worship, 
sacrament, teaching, private devotional prayer, and 
beyond that a place where God simply exists, Domus Dei, 
The House of God. Thank you for inviting me to be your 
companion on this very important journey together. 

Jesse Hopkins is the Owner/Architect at HHR Architecture 
in Brainerd, MN.

The work at St. Joseph’s Church offers 
a remarkable opportunity for  

each of us to participate in the rich 
history of the Catholic Church by taking 

part together in an act of creation, 
creating a forever place of worship, 

sacrament, teaching, private devotional 
prayer, and a place where God simply 
exists, Domus Dei, The House of God. 

Jesse Hopkins with his family
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Fr. Eli, continued from page 1

•  2020, March, the feasibility study was completed, and 
the findings were shared with parishioners. At this point, 
Covid 19 slowed down the process.

•  2020, July, I was reassigned to Duluth, and Fr. Anthony 
took over as Pastor of St. Joseph parish.

•  2021, October, Fr. Anthony took a leave of absence. 
Deacon Dan became administrator with Fr. George 
serving as the priest for sacraments.

•  2021, December through summer 2022, under the 
consultation of Hal Johnson and Associates, the capital 
campaign initiates fundraising for the new Church. 

• 2022, April, I was reassigned to the St. Joseph cluster.

•  2022, Summer, the capital campaign reached out to  
all parishioners asking them to support the project.

•  2022, October, Jesse Hopkins was hired as the architect. 

•  2022, November, Jesse and the design team are 
working on in-depth schematic drawings based on the 
conceptual design in order to get better cost estimates.

Over the past 10 years when this idea was first proposed, 
we’ve been through a lot, especially with the changes in 
pastor and the pandemic. Despite the challenges, our goal 
remains the same: build a new Church so we can continue 
to do ministry in this area for generations to come. We 
are carrying out the decisions discerned in the past, and we 
continue to seek to attain those goals. 

What we are doing now?

We are currently working on the following:

•  Financially, we are collecting the 3-year commitments 
people have pledged.

•  Planning, we are working on schematic plans to solicit 
bids from three construction companies.

 -  Our goal is to determine what phase one will actually 
cost in today’s dollars. 

  »  We have preliminary estimates, but we need more 
detailed costs.

 -  Our architect, Jesse Hopkins, is working on the site plan. 

  » The location of the buildings on site

  » The location of roads, parking lot etc.

  » Soil testing

  » Survey of the new church property

•  Spring Gala Fundraiser. Save the date for Saturday, May 
6, 2023, at Dennis Drummond Winery. Details to come.

•  Communicating better. Our committees are working 
on multiple communication vehicles to update you on 
different aspects of the project. We will do our best to 
let you know when new information is available. If your 
questions aren’t answered, please speak with us. We will 
try our best to help you get answers to your questions. 

•  Retooling our committees. Many different teams have 
been a part of this process – some are active, some 
have finished their work, and others are ready when 
needed. Currently we are reorganizing the committees 
because our needs have changed, and we want to 
improve communication between the committees and 
parishioners. The active committees are:

1. Prayer Guild (pray for the project)

2. Facilities Planning (oversight of project)

3. Design Team (work on design)

4.  Communications (communicate information within 
teams and to parishioners)

5. Events (plan and put on events)

6.  Contractor Selection Team (select a General 
Contractor)

7.  Capital Campaign Cabinet (administer the capital 
campaign)

I plan to regularly communicate with parishioners when 
new information is available. Please visit the website regu-
larly for updated information. Also, continue to ask ques-
tions. I am doing my best to keep everything in this process 
transparent, and your questions give me the pulse for what 
information you are seeking.

In Christ, Fr. Eli

Remember St. Joseph’s in Your Year-End Contributions
This is the time of year when many of us consider offering 
charitable contributions to our favorite organizations in 
gratitude for the impact these organizations have on our 
lives. We hope you consider St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
an important part of your life. 

Depending on your situation, there may be a tax benefit 
to offering a financial contribution before December 31, 
2022. Whether you choose to designate your year-end 
financial support to our parish operating budget or our 
building project to construct a new church campus, please 
know your generosity is valued, appreciated, and most 
certainly needed. 

Since our operating budget and building project are 
secured in separate financial accounts, you may designate 
your support to either fund. By specifying your contribution 
for a special purpose, it will be used as you intend. 

With the capital campaign in process, we thank those who 
have made a financial commitment to the first phase of the 
project. We encourage all parishioners who have not made 
a pledge to prayerfully consider making a commitment 
to help build a new church. Both financial and in-kind 
donations can help.



162
(54.1%)
have made � nancial gifts

to the new church

HOUSE-
HOLDS
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
As of 11/9/22

Q & A
Here are answers to frequently asked questions about the 
new church campus building project.

Q: How many phases will it take to build everything?
A: Our best estimate is it will take at least two phases. 
Phase one, which we are currently fundraising for, includes 
the church, gathering space, and social hall with a kitchen. 
It also includes the site plan (parking lot, roads, septic, 
ground preparation, bringing power to the building etc.). 
If we do not meet our fi nancial goal, it is possible we 
would secure a loan to complete the fi rst phase.

Phase two would require a second capital campaign to 
fund the parish offi ce, education rooms, rectory, and a 
maintenance building. It could be a while before we are 
ready to enter phase two because we will need to fi nish 
the fi rst phase and pay off any loans associated with it.  

Q:  What is the plan for the current facilities?  
A: Once phase one of the new church is complete, we 
would operate out of two locations. During the years 
between phase one and phase two (assuming it will be 
5-10 years), all parish functions which normally happen 
in the church and social hall would happen in the new 
church campus including daily Mass, weekend Masses, 
funerals, and weddings. Other activities which will 
require classrooms will continue to be held at the current 
education building. The current offi ce, adoration chapel, 
and rectory would remain in use. For other functions, we 
will develop plans as needed. For example, faith formation 
will require adjustments to accommodate the split campus. 
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