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Building on Faith

St. Joseph’s

Dear Parishioners, 

A few updates on the St. Joseph building project. There have been some 
questions regarding the property where we intend to build – particularly about 
how a fire suppression system will function without city water. It is common 
practice in rural areas to have a fire suppression system without city water. By 
incorporating a water tank, a pump can feed water to a fire suppression system. 
The system will be designed according to our needs and building codes. 

We are in the very early stages of putting together our building team, consisting 
of a general contractor and architect. We have conceptual drawings but will need 
detailed construction documents. These are the plans builders use to construct 
the building. The process to create these documents is more expensive than 
conceptual plans but is required. The hope is to work with a team to develop the 
church building plan so we are ready to begin construction once enough money 
is collected. We want to select a builder and an architect we feel comfortable 
with and who we think can give us a great value. 

As we finish the invitation stage of the capital campaign, we have a better idea of 
the funds we have to work with. Here is a quick overview of the capital campaign 
process. Initially, we shared information about the project with parishioners so 
they could learn how they might help. We provided all parishioners folders filled 
with information pertinent to the building process in order to help them make an 
informed decision regarding pledging toward the project. We are mostly finished 
with seeking pledges (but will always welcome more ). We are collecting 
pledges over a three-year period in preparation to spend the money on the 
building process. Because we have a pretty good idea of the total amount of 
money we will have available, we can begin making finalized plans for what we 
will build. Since we are short of our 7.7-million-dollar project goal, we will look to 
make some modifications to save money while building the best church we can. 

I want to stress we are having a very successful capital campaign. We raised 
more than the feasibility study projected. So, we can be proud of what we 
accomplished thus far… but we still need more to reach our ambitious goal. 
Therefore, we’ll be looking at the proposed plan, and determining what we can 
accomplish and what we might need to change. The priority will be the Church, 
but it is important to have some social space for the Sunday experience as well.

Currently I am putting together a team to select the general contractor. A few of 
the key people I talked with will be available starting this month. The hope is to 
form the selection committee in September and move forward in selecting our 
contractor. Once that is complete, we’ll know better what we can afford. My goal 
is to preserve the concept we have while matching our budget to our needs.

Thanks for all who are contributing to the project! 
In Christ, -Fr. Eli

Rosary: Sept 10 & Oct 8 @ 10a.m.
Join the Prayer Guild for a rosary in St. Joseph’s 
Adoration Chapel. Contact Mary Lee Dallman at 
218-851-0193 or maryleedallman58@gmail.com if 
you have any questions.
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Creator of all things, true source of light and wisdom, 
lofty origin of all being graciously, let a ray of Your bril-
liance penetrate into the darkness of my understand-
ing and take from me the darkness in which I have 
been born, an obscurity of both sin and ignorance.

Give me a sharp sense of understanding, a retentive 
memory,  and the ability to grasp things correctly 
and  fundamentally.

Grant me the talent of being exact in my explanations
and the ability to express myself with thoroughness
and charm.

Point out the beginning, direct the progress,
and help in the completion; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 -– St.Thomas Aquinas
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Lectio Divina Starting in September
Ministry Spotlight by Doreen Miller-Fish

Roughly translated, Lectio Divina means “divine reading” and 
can help release one’s self from personal agendas, drawing 
one closer to God – a way to slow down and open up to God. 

Lectio Divina has been part of the Christian tradition from 
the very beginning. Christians have always pondered the 
scriptures, knowing that the word of God is alive and active 
and can speak to us like no other writings. This understanding 
is confirmed by many Christians throughout history. Lectio 
Divina was formalized by St. Benedict who used the term Lectio 
Divina for the monastic practice. St. Benedict encouraged 
his students to read passages four times, each time with a 
different focus; he created the four-step foundation. A 12th 
century Carthusian monk built on St. Benedict’s concept 
which is the Lectio Divina format still used today.

The Four Steps of Lectio Divina
Prior to starting, it is suggested to prepare one’s self for Lectio 
Divina. This can be done through prayer, lighting a candle, 
sitting quietly, or whatever achieves a clear state of mind and 
open one’s self to God. There are four parts to Lectio Divina: 

Read (Lectio): Read the Scripture slowly with intention. 
Familiarize yourself during the first reading. Additional 
readings can have a different focus.

Reflect (Meditatio): Listen and meditate on the Scripture. 
While listening, seek to hear from the Holy Spirit. Do not 
analyze the passage, just view it from various perspectives. 
Is there a word or sentence that stands out, or a person/
bystander that can be put in focus? Focus on the writer of 
the passage, or who the passage is directed toward.

Respond (Oratio): Bring the passage to God in prayer in 
conversation with God. Journal what God has revealed.

Rest (Contemplatio): Conclude with contemplation, a type 
of listening or restful prayer. Be open to God’s presence 
with His Word. Let God speak in your silence.

Explore Lectio Divina at St. Joseph’s
Join a Lectio Divina group using the Daily Cycle of Ignatian 

Spiritual Exercises being introduced by Tony Ravnik. The first 
meeting is on Thursday, September 15, after morning Mass. 
Members will receive weekly Scripture passages to use for daily 
Lectio Divina at home and are encouraged to journal about 
what the Holy Spirit reveals. The group will meet weekly for 30 
minutes to an hour for group discussion on their experiences.

Tony was delighted to learn of Bishop Daniel Felton’s support 
of Lectio Divina. In a June 6, 2022, letter to the Duluth Diocese, 
Bishop Felton encourages the practice of Lectio Divina as a way to 
“be disciples and make disciples.” Bishop Felton wrote, “It [Lectio 
Divina] will help us to better understand the Jesus who loves as 
we have been created, rescues us from our brokenness, restores 
us to our original innocence, and redeems us for eternal life. It will 
provide an opportunity for us to better understand the celebration 
of the sacrifice of the Mass and to more deeply discover the 
abundant life of Jesus given to us in his real presence.”

Tony has been practicing Lectio Divina since 2019 and said, 
“It has become something that has really illuminated the 
darkness for me.” Through the practice of Lectio Divina, Tony 
said, “God has become so real to me and the scriptures have 
just come alive.” He shared the revelations he received when 
he saw the word “manger” (the Virgin Mary placing Jesus in 
the manger) in his reading. “Everything that encounters Christ 
increases its value,” he said. He gave the example of a manger 
being an insignificant tool of a farmer until Jesus is placed in a 
manger. A manger, which was once used as a feeding trough, 
became exalted in conversation and song once Jesus was 
laid in it. The word manger also revealed to Tony that Jesus 
increased mankind’s value through his sacrifice for our sins. 
“We were purchased back [from Satan] at the value of the life 
of an eternal God,” he said.

Look for signups at the back of church to join the  
Lectio Divina group, or learn more from Tony Ravnik at  
(763) 568-0571.

“[Lectio Divina] will help us to better 
understand the Jesus who loves as we 
have been created, rescues us from our 
brokenness, restores us to our original 
innocence, and redeems us for eternal 
life. It will provide an opportunity for 

us to better understand the celebration 
of the sacrifice of the Mass and to more 

deeply discover the abundant life of 
Jesus given to us in his real presence.”

- Bishop Daniel Felton

Photo by Tima Miroshnichenko: https://www.pexels.com/
photo/person-holding-brown-holy-bible-5199796/



Volunteer Spotlight
Sue Zgutowicz, Prayer Guild  
by Joan Hasskamp

Sue and Gary Zgutowicz grew up in the Twin Cities area. 
After getting married, they moved to Atlanta for Gary’s 
work. Gary was transferred to several towns in Michigan 
before they settled for a number of years in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. “We loved Grand Rapids,” Sue said. “It was a 
wonderful town to raise our children in.” After the kids 
finished school, Gary and Sue moved to Brighton, Michigan.

Gary and Sue have been married for 54 years. They 
have two children, Jennifer and Andrew. Jenny and her 
husband, Kurt Schiller, live outside of Washington, DC. 
Andy and his wife Nancy live outside of Chicago. “We 
have six grandchildren, Liam, Katherine, Joseph, Jack, 
Caroline and Peter who are the greatest blessing in our 
lives,” Sue said.

In 1996 Gary and Sue moved to Agate Lake. “We enjoy 
the lake and all that goes along with it,” Sue said. 

Until recently, Sue had been very active in the CCW. She 
served as president several years ago. “I am blessed to 
be able to do adoration and daily Mass and be part of the 
prayer group,” she said. Prayer Guild members pray for 
the intentions of the church build committees, protection 
and unity for all parishioners, and for all involved in the 
process of building a new church. 

In the community, 
Sue has been active 
in the Cuyuna Range 
Food Shelf for a 
number of years, 
serving as treasurer 
of the organization. 
“Volunteering at 
the food shelf is 
a very rewarding 
and humbling 
experience,” she 
said. Until Gary 
experienced health 
issues, he also 
volunteered there.  

Sue said she loves 
being a part of the St. Joseph parish. “It’s wonderful to 
have such a diverse age group,” she said. “I hang with 
some gals my kids call the church ladies. We laugh, pray 
and cry together and of course, solve all the world’s 
problems. These ladies were and are my support through 
the Covid shutdown and Gary’s health concerns.”

Sue Zgutowicz
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It’s Pasty time
Place your order up to two weeks ahead  

by calling Kay after Labor Day week 

at 218-232-2312.

Pasty $8  |  Gravy $2

Don’t delay, quantities are limited to 500 pasties/week.

5 weeks only
9/28 through 10/26

Pickup the 
week of your order 

on Wednesdays 
 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Prayer Guild
Ministry Spotlight by Joan Hasskamp

After the decision was made to build a new church, Deacon 
Dan Goshey proposed the need for a prayer team. In 
the spring of 2019, Father Eli and Deacon Dan met with 
Mary Lee Dallman to offer her the opportunity to lead the 
Prayer Guild. Father Eli and Deacon Dan indicated their 
desire to implement the group as soon as possible citing 
the importance of prayer coverage during meetings and 
intercessory prayer for specific prayer intentions related to 
the church building process. The St. Joseph Prayer Guild 
was formed asking Brother Andre Bessette to intercede 
as well.

The group has approximately 14 members, although Mary 
Lee suspects there are many others praying for the building 
of the new church. She said the focus of the prayer group 
is to surrender completely to God’s will while following the 
direction the Duluth Diocese has placed before us.

The prayer guild meets on the second Saturday of each 
month in the Chapel at St. Joseph Education Center at 10 
a.m. to say the Holy Rosary for intentions of the committees, 
protection and unity for all parishioners, and for all involved 
in the process of building a new church. “We have in the 
past prayed at the new church property, but due to weather 
issues and convenience, we have decided to stay in the 
Chapel,” Mary Lee said, “although I must admit that saying 
a rosary while strolling through the meadow-like grass of the 
property is very inspirational and hopeful.”

Mary Lee said being a member of the St. Joseph Prayer Guild 
is a wonderful way to be involved in the church building 
process, and it is very easy to join. When specific prayer 
requests are made known, she sends an email—their main 
communication—to guild members, informing them of the 
intention and asking them to pray. If members don’t have 
email, Mary Lee communicates with members in an alternate 

way. Members are than tasked with the responsibility of carving 
time out for intentional prayer. During committee meetings, 
they spend time in prayer also.

Mary Lee said prayer does not have to be time consuming, 
but it must be intentional. “Even the struggles of your day 
can be offered as a prayer as long as you are intentional 
about the effort of offering your struggle to Our Lord,” she 
said. “Belonging to the prayer guild is a joyful way to be 
involved with the building process.”

The prayer guild invites you to join them. If you are 
interested, contact Mary Lee Dallman at 218-851-0193 or 
via email: maryleedallman58@gmail.com.

St. Joseph, pray for us. 
St. Andre Bessette, pray for us.

Make a Donation to the 
Fall Festival Silent Auction
All new, unwrapped items can be brought to the parish 
office by September 8 at noon. Thank you for your help.

Prayer Guild during a monthly Rosary
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Kathleen (Kay) Deblock Johnson
Parishioner Spotlight by Joan Hasskamp

Kathleen (Kay) Deblock Johnson attended Catholic school 
through 12th grade in Ironwood, Michigan. She regularly 
attends and greatly enjoys their class reunions. “I was so 
blessed to have had Franciscan sisters,” she said. “Four of my 
relatives became Sisters, and one relative became a Priest.” 

Kay has been a parishioner at St. Joseph since 1957. 
She met Jim Deblock at the White Pine, a dance hall in 
Deerwood, and they were married at St. Joseph’s in 1956. 
Jim owned Deblock Construction until his death in 2002. 
They raised four children, Marie Heggestad (Duluth), Kathy 
Reifenberger (Crosby), Amy Lundgren (Crosby) and Jim 
Deblock (Chanhassen.) She has eight grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren. She also has eight bonus grandchildren 
through her second husband Paul Johnson.

Kay’s parents ran the Spina Café in Ironton in the 1950s. 
Kay worked in the local Zontelli office for a short while after 
high school. Since her family didn’t have the financial means 
to send her to college, Father Joseph Cashen assisted her 
in securing a scholarship to attend St. Scholastica. She 
attended for a year before leaving school to marry Jim.

For years, Kay served as the bookkeeper for Jim Deblock 
construction. In her 50s, she decided to return to college. 
She earned a degree in psychology and gerontology (the 
scientific study of old age) at St. Scholastica. When she 
walked across the stage to receive her diploma, her children 
serenaded her with shouts of “Way to go Gramma!” She 
enjoyed the good-natured ribbing from her kids.

After graduation, Kay served as the manager at the senior 
nutrition site in the community center in Crosby. For eight 
years, she enjoyed the daily contact with seniors. She left the 
position to help provide child care for her newborn grandsons. 

In 2004, Kay married Paul Johnson, and they reside in the 
Palisade area. Kay is a regular visitor to the community, stopping 
in to see friends, relatives and those in need of a hug or prayer. 
And she always brightens the day with a joke. Kay is well known 
for telling at least one new joke a day to everyone she comes 
in contact with. For example, did you hear about the duck who 
bought Chapstick? He asked the clerk to put it on his bill.

Kay is well known in the community for her willingness to 
help anyone in need. According to longtime friend, Penney 

Johnston, Kay is always there with the right thing at the right 
time for whoever needs it. “I swear she has a direct line to 
God,” Penney said. “She’s a gem and has such a gift of 
prayer for healing. She’s full of love.”

Over the years, Kay has been very active in the parish. 
She taught religious education classes to high school 
students, was a Eucharistic minster, hospice chaplain (she 
took hospital chaplaincy training at St. Mary’s in Duluth), 
belonged to a women’s bible group for many years, sang in 
the church choir, facilitated a grief support group, worked 
in the parish office for Father Cashen and Father Scheuer, 
called parishioners during the pandemic, and currently 
belongs to a bible study group in our parish. 

Because Kay isn’t physically able to volunteer as much as 
she once was, she refers to herself as a quiet parishioner. 
She is a member of the Prayer Guild, a group of individuals 
who pray for the intentions of the church build committees, 
protection and unity for all parishioners, and for all involved 
in the process of building a new church. 

Kay admits to liking beer and has been known to make rather 
large batches of homemade Kahlua. She also enjoys collecting 
jokes, eating out, playing card games and visiting others.

“I have very much enjoyed being a parishioner at St. 
Joseph’s,” Kay said. “People are so friendly, and there are 
so many good people.”

Kay Johnson

HELP WANTED
Do you enjoy talking to people and writing? The St. Joseph’s Messenger is looking for  

volunteers interested in writing feature stories for the quarterly publication. 

For more information, contact Joan Hasskamp at joankid@embarqmail.com.



$2,598,198 
(33.7%)

TO REACH GOAL

PHASE 1 GOAL

$7,700,000

PROJECt 
tOtAL

$5,101,802
(66 .3%)
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CapITaL CaMpaIgn UpDaTE
As of 8/31/22

If you have received your 
folder and have not returned 
your commitment, please 
take time this week to offer 
your response based on 
your blessings and capacity. 
Please mail or deliver your 
commitment form sealed in 
the confidential envelope to 
the parish office, or place it 
in the collection basket next 
weekend. Thank you.

Don’t Delay –  
Respond today

Q & A
Learn more about the new church campus building project. 
Here are answers to frequently asked questions.

Q: Are we trying to build this without a mortgage?
A: Not necessarily. However, if the parish were to obtain 
a mortgage, we must find the means to fund the interest 
expense over the term of the mortgage. 

Q:  What are Donor Advised Funds? 
A: It is a charitable giving vehicle administered by a public 
charity created to manage charitable donations on behalf 
of organizations, families, or individuals. To participate in a 
donor-advised fund, a donating individual or organization 
opens an account in the fund and deposits cash, securities, 
or other financial instruments. They surrender ownership of 

anything they put in the fund but retain advisory privileges 
over how their account is invested and how it distributes 
money to charities.

Q: What is the condition of the current rectory? 
A: The current rectory can continue to serve our pastor until 
the new rectory is constructed on the new campus. Repairs 
are made as needed to keep it habitable. No major repairs 
are necessary at this time.

Q: Have we talked about having a cemetery? 
A: Not at the present time. However, that is another 
question to discuss once we review the phases of the project 
and determine if the new campus site can accommodate 
the needed space. 
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Pulled Pork sandwiches & sides provided.  
Parishioner Dessert Potluck. 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Saturday, September 10 

Mass 4:00 PM 
Festival 5:00-9:00 PM 

Let’s come together & enjoy the evening! 

Silent Auction Wine Toss Soda Toss  

Bonfire Music Kids Games 

9 Square in the Air Kid’s Obstacle Course Hammerschlagen 

Corn Hole & Spike Ball Tournament (Sign up today!) 

All parishioners, family,  
friends & neighbors  

are welcome. 
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Fall Festival
St . Joseph’s

Don’t Miss the Silent auction

auction items include, but are not limited to:

Reserve a  
Christmas Eve Pew

Made in 
Minnesota Basket

Reserved Parking for 
Sunday Mass (Nov. - Apr.)

Raised Garden Bed Pasty Pre-order Italian Night Basket

Ice Auger Houseplants Pottery

Adult Beverages Quilts Game Night w/Fr. Eli

Game Night 
Package

Variety of  
gift baskets and More ...

Winners announced at 7:30 p.m. and items can be picked up immediately.

If you can’t attend, have a friend proxy bid for your favorite items. 

Proceeds  

from the silent 

auction will help 

cover festival  

costs

Saturday, September 10
Bidding is open from 5:00 - 7:15 p.m.


