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Grand Knight’s Message 
 

March is roaring in and pushing the clock forward.  
We still have time to reach all of our goals but it will take a 
redoubled effort. 

All of us were saddened by the sudden death of 
Brother Lee Konzelman, he was a model knight and I 
considered him a friend. I was honored to ask to offer some 
remarks, but glad so many brothers, as well as the Assembly 
1818 Color Corps made an effort to turn out for his funeral. 

 Congratulations to Brothers John Fanelli, Tom Hall, 
Fred Howe, Walter Kupchonos and Tom Marko on earning their second 
degree. 

There are two upcoming exemplifications that all eligible knights should 
attend: Third Degree –April 22nd at St Thomas More Council 7826; 2506 
Gulf Gate Dr, Sarasota, FL 34231.  Starting time is 11 AM and candidates will 
need to be there at 10:15 AM. You must have reached the Second Degree.  
Third Degree members have rights and privileges not open to other degrees.  
Deadline – April 15th.  

 A Fourth Degree exemplification will be held for the first time in 
Sarasota on April 29th.  This is the closest a 4th degree exemplification will 
ever get to our Council. I strongly urge you to consider becoming a member. 
Deadline for completed forms: March 15th for review by local council.  (You 
do not need to be a third degree knight until April 28th; if you attend the April 
22nd 3rd Degree exemplification you will be eligible.) 

Our chaplain, Father Bill, will be entering the fourth degree and several 
Knights are “on the fence” I encourage all third degree knights to take this final 
step. Despite rumors you are not required to join the color corps. 

The annual ‘Tootsie Roll’ Campaign garnered over $3200. Congrats to 
Chancellor Sir Knight Ron Balaze for his success in this project. 

Council 15821 will be hosting and conducting a multi-district 1st Degree 
Exemplification on March 8th. Please attend and support your council 
members who have put a lot of effort and long evenings into preparing for the 
event.  

The baseball trip has only three seats left and they may already be gone 
by the time you read this. Contact Sir Knight Dennis O’Leary if you want 
them. 

There will be a Memorial Mass for our departed brothers on March 26th. 
This will be in conjunction with the annual Founder’s Day Mass. 

Our March 26th post-mass breakfast/brunch venue will be the Venetian 
Golf and River Club at the east end of Laurel Road. The breakfast is a full 
buffet with an omelet station and a large selection of other items including 
sausage & biscuits, blintzes, Danish, etc. Cost is 8.95++ per person. Mimosas 
and Bloody Marys are available for $2.00 each.  There are only 20 places 
available so you need to make a reservation via DGK Bruce Crisman in 
advance. If you make a reservation and cancel AFTER March 23rd you will be 
charged the cost of the meal.  

There will be a Clergy Appreciation Dinner in early April; details to 
follow 

See you at the March 2nd meeting – remember Rosary starts at 6:30 
PM. 

 
Vivat Jesus!  

 
David W. Tschanz 
Grand Knight, Council 15821 
 

 

Officers and Board 
 

Grand Knight 
David W. Tschanz 

 
Chaplain 

Fr William O’Malley, O. Carm. 
 

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Crisman 

 
Chancellor 
Ron Balaze 

 
Recorder 

Fred Madigan 
 

Warden 
Dave Johnson 

 
Treasurer 

John A. Lauffer 
 

Financial Secretary 
Thomas McDermitt 

 
Advocate 

Dennis M. O’Leary 
 

Lecturer 
Charles Palmeri 

 
Inside Guard 

Peter Smentkowski 
 

Outside Guard 
Timothy R. Downey 

 
Trustee 1 year 

Michael Radzilowski 
 

Trustee 2 years 
Steve Marrone 

 
Trustee 3 years 
Stanley Anthony 

 
*** 

General Meetings held the 1st 
Thursday of every month 

 

**** 
On the cover: 2016-17 Family of the 

Year awardees the late Lee 
Konzelman and his wife Mercedes. 
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Spiritual Reflection 

March 19th – Feast of Saint Joseph 
 

To thee, O blessed Joseph, we have recourse in our affliction, and having implored the help 
of thy thrice holy Spouse, we now, with hearts filled with confidence, earnestly beg thee also to 
take us under thy protection. By that charity wherewith thou wert united to the Immaculate 
Virgin Mother of God, and by that fatherly love with which thou didst cherish the child Jesus, we 
beseech thee and we humbly pray that thou wilt look down with gracious eye upon that 
inheritance which Jesus Christ purchased by His blood, and wilt succor us in our need by thy 
power and strength. 

Defend, O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, the chosen offspring of Jesus Christ. 
Keep from us, O most loving Father, all blight of error and corruption. Aid us from on high, most valiant 
defender, in this conflict with the powers of darkness. And even as of old thou didst rescue the child Jesus from 
the peril of His life, so now defend God’s holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity. 
Shield us ever under thy patronage, that, following thine example and strengthened by thy help, we may live a 
holy life, die a happy death, and attain to everlasting bliss in Heaven. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
Please add these persons to your daily prayer list 

 
+Konzelman, Br, Lee Balaze, Pat +Bauer, Marie +Jankowski, Dominic 
+Kathie Majerchin +DelVecchio, Carlo +Ewing, Edward “Ted” Kella, Bill & Mary 
Ramuno, Br. Peter  +Cuthbert, Eddie +Anzelone, Tom Hetlinger, Br John 
Jackson, Carol Schaefer, John Kerr. Wanda LaRoche, Philip 
LeClaire Jim +Langhamer, Rodd Lauffer, Patricia +Radzilowksi, J. M. 
+Lurix, Joanne +Crisman, Betty McDermitt, Rose McMullen. Tom 
McNamee, Mike McWha, Bill & Millie Meyer, Jim  Murphy, Paul 
Nelson, Jim Nichols, Eddie Nieskes, Sandy O’Callaghan, Dennis 
Petersen, Mathew Petersen, Charles Pingeton, Pam Russo, Diane 
Ryan, Pat Riehle, Albert   Schmidt, Jodi Walling, Karen 
+Skerencak, Josephine +Jankowski, Br Dom. +Tschanz, Alfred All Refugees 
    
    

 

 
 
 

Pre-Meeting Rosary 
 

Brothers are invited to attend a corporate rosary beginning at 6:30 PM.  Prayer is a "we" thing. 
"Our Father, who art in heaven...give us this day our daily bread," etc.  Jesus prayed that we 
may be one, and one of the ways we can "practice" this and actually DO this is to pray 
together. This is an opportunity for you to avail yourselves of that experience. 
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April Fourth Degree Exemplification in Sarasota 
 
For the first time, a Fourth Degree exemplification will be held in Sarasota.  The solemn event 

will be held on April 29th at Cardinal Mooney High School. The closest exemplification prior to this 
was in Tampa. 

Any Third Degree member in good standing is eligible for membership in the Fourth 
Degree. The primary purpose of the Fourth Degree is to foster the spirit of patriotism by promoting 
responsible citizenship and a love of and loyalty to the Knights' respective countries through active 
membership in local Fourth Degree groups (called "Assemblies"). Certain members of the Fourth 
Degree serve as honor guards at civic and religious functions, an activity that has brought worldwide recognition 
to the Knights of Columbus. 

As mentioned in an earlier article there is a unique opportunity here for a first (or later) degree member to 
“fast track” through the Second to the Fourth degree in a matter of weeks and with twenty miles of Council 
15821.  This was a deliberate design on the part of the Florida State Council and local Districts. 

Fourth Degree exemplifications provide an opportunity for candidates and spouses and/or other guests to 
enjoy a social event as well as advancing in the order. Dress is black tie and formal wear. A ladies luncheon 
takes place while candidates and observers attend the exemplification.  A banquet will be held in the evening. 
Both the luncheon and banquet are optional. 

Any members wishing to make his Fourth Degree should contact Grand Knight David Tschanz as soon as 
possible. Paperwork and checks need to be turned into the local Assembly no later than March 16th. 

Fourth Degree members of Council 15821 include David Tschanz, Grand Knight; Bruce Crisman, Deputy 
Grand Knight, Ron Balaze, Chancellor; Dennis O’Leary Advocate, Charles Palmeri, Lecturer; Dennis Pavlock 
and PGKs Larry Kocen and Dave Ceinski. 

Fourth Degree members are encouraged to attend as observers and bring friends and family to the 
luncheon/banquet. 

 
 

 

Upcoming Meeting Schedule for 2017 
 

The table below shows the key meeting dates for the remainder of the 2016-17 Fraternal Year.  As a general rule 
of thumb: General Meetings are on the 1st Thursday of the month starting at 7PM with a pre-meeting rosary at 
6:30 PM.  Officer’s Meetings are held at 6:30 PM two days before the General Meeting.  Corporate 
Communions are held at 9 AM Mass on the fifth Sunday of the month.  There is an annual Founder’s Day 
Mass on the Sunday closest to March 29th. (Hint: Clip out and put this schedule on the fridge) 

 
Officers Meeting General Meeting Corp. Communion 

February 28th March 2nd March 26th* 
April 4th April 6th April 30th  
May 2nd May 4th  
June 6th June 8th  

* Founder’s Day/Memorial Mass 
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Lee Konzelman 
May 27, 1936 - Feb 17, 2017 

 
Leroy Michael Konzelman, Ph.D was born in Bayonne, New Jersey and lived in 

Livingston and Florham Park, New Jersey, before moving to Nokomis, Florida in 
1999. 

He was a graduate of St. Peter's College in 1958, where he earned a bachelor's 
degree in organic chemistry. He did graduate work at Brown University before 
completing his master's degree and doctorate in organic chemistry at Seton Hall 
University in 1964 and 1966. He was a member of the first doctoral class in organic 
chemistry at Seton Hall. 

Dr. Konzelman worked as a chemist at Schering Corporation, American Cyanamid Company, Chemical 
Dynamics, and Schweizerhall, all in New Jersey. He was a member of the American Chemical Society. He 
retired in late 1998. 

He served his country in the United States Army and Army Reserves in 1959-60. 
Often called a Renaissance Man by his friends, he had many varied interests. Lee loved playing pool and 

was famous among family and friends for his love of World War II military and naval history. An avid builder 
of model warplanes and ships, he contributed many of his completed models to the Military Heritage and 
Aviation Museum of Punta Gorda, Florida. Fishing, however, was by far his favorite pastime, and he went 
fishing at least twice a week for many years.  

He was a devoted family man, and especially cherished time spent with his wife and family. Well known 
for his love of animals, he volunteered for a number of years at the Suncoast Animal Shelter. He also 
volunteered at the Center of Hope homeless shelter. He was a lead usher at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Roman 
Catholic Church, and an active member of the Knights of Columbus. 

Lee is survived by his beloved wife of 57 years, Mercedes; his children, Michael and his wife, Sharon; 
Patricia; and Christine and her husband Raymond; and two grandsons, Kenneth and Matthew Konzelman. 
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Lee became a knight when he was 
77 but that did not slow him down. He 
advanced through the degrees and earned 
full knighthood within three months and 
quickly became the model of what a 
Knight should be. 

When someone was needed to fill in 
for an installation or activity Lee was 
there.  

If workers were needed at a pancake 
breakfast – Lee was there. Trained as a 
chemist he was wasn’t shy about 
critiquing the consistency of the batter.  

When someone was needed for 
charitable outreach activities, Lee was 
there. The last time many of us saw him, 
Brother Lee he was standing in front of 
Publix, collecting money for persons with 
special needs. 

Lee loved teaching. He was an 
enthusiastic speaker at three of the 
Council’s education segments. Each time 
he left his audience better informed and 
more thoughtful. 

The great love of his life was 
Mercedes, and he quickly involved her in Council activities. There is a story that at our first Pancake Breakfast 
she was the one who taught the Knights how to make pancakes that were fit for human consumption.  

He was twice named Knight of the Month, while he and Mercedes were twice named Family of the Month. 
A little less that three weeks before his death, Lee and Mercedes were selected as Family of the Year for 

the 2016-17 Fraternal Year and the information was transmitted to the State Council on February 2nd. 
He will be missed by all of us. 
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Knight of the Month & Family of the Month Honorees 
 

The Knight and Family of the Month are honors awarded for efforts above and beyond the average call of 
duty. We like to recognize our Brothers, their wives, and families for what they do for all of us in making our 
council and parish community healthy and strong. These awards are given once a month usually at our Business 
Meetings. Please don't hesitate to say thanks to these worthy recipients for all their efforts.   

If you see a Knight going the extra mile or someone whose efforts are worthy of note you are encouraged 
to nominate them.  No one person knows everything that is going on. 

 
 

Knight of the Month – January 2017 

Phil Wright 
 

Brother Phil Wright only became a member of the Order in November and already he has 
shown himself to be one of the council’s most reliable workhorses with a firm 
commitment to charitable outreach and making the council go. He has taken the model of 
knighthood to heart and is clearly a leading light in the Council’s future. In addition he 
has enlisted his wife of 53 years, Maria in activities including the recent “Tootsie Roll” 
collection for Citizens with Disabilities. His quiet, inner strength and incisive mind, as 
well as his commitment to the Knights, is what makes him Knight of the Month. 
   . 

. 

 
 

Family of the Month – January 2017 

Ron & Pat Balaze 
 
 Brother Ron Balaze has been a member of this council since the beginning and has held 
a variety of positions including Trustee, Guard and currently serves as Chancellor. In the 
latter he has been the council’s most effective individual recruiter and admissions 
chairman.  In addition he oversees our recruitment drives and vocations support. As if 
that isn’t enough, Ron coordinates our annual Tootsie Roll drive.  He is also a lector, 
Eucharistic minister, short order cook, bottle washer and devoted husband and father. He 
could not do any of his without the support of his wife Pat, and her willingness to share 
him with us. Ron is the treasure she gives the council and we are all enriched by it.  For 
these reasons the Balaze Duo is our Family of the Month. 

 
 

Our First Degree Team is scheduled to conduct its premier 
exemplification on March 8th. 
 
We need Knights for three NON-speaking parts. Two will serve as 
aides and assist the Warden with the candidates and during the 
ceremony.  Another Knight is needed to sit in the rear as the Outside 
Guard and to help register people.  We also need a few knights to help 
with setting up post ceremony refreshments. 
 
  Contact David Tschanz (grandknight15821@gmail.com) if you want 
make a difference to your fellow brothers and incoming knights. 
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Five Enter Second Degree 
 

 
Brothers (l to r) Walter Kupchonos, John Fanelli, Tom Marko, Fred Howe and Tom Hall and pose with 

District Deputy John Wojtyna (4th from left) shortly after their 2nd Degree Exemplification. 
 

On February 21st five members of our council, Brothers John Fanelli, Tom Hall, Fred Howe, Walter 
Kupchonos and Tom Marko entered the Second (Formation) Degree of the Order during an exemplification 
ceremony sponsored by Council 9924 in Venice. 

The second degree highlights the principle of unity. Members of the Knights of Columbus are united in the 
body of Christ, ritualized and embodied in their full participation in the Catholic Church. Their loyalty to Christ 
and the unity which He encompasses is realized through their commitment to one another and their local, 
regional, and global church. The Second Degree helps Knights realize their true potential as Christian brothers 
and the sacred power of unity. 

There are three degrees of the order, each corresponding to a separate virtue: charity (1st degree), unity 
(2nd degree), and fraternity (3rd degree). The final (optional) degree, or 4th degree, focuses on the virtue of 
patriotism. 

Take a few moments to congratulate our newest 2nd Degree brothers and encourage them to continue their 
journey to full knighthood. 
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Upcoming Third & Fourth Degree Exemplifications  
 

There is a very rare opportunity to earn three degrees between now and April 29th. 
The council is hosting a First Degree exemplification on March 8th at Carmel Hall. 
A Third Degree exemplification will take place on April 22nd at St Thomas More Council 7826; 2506 

Gulf Gate Dr, Sarasota, FL 34231.  The dress code for this exemplification, which admits 
you to full Knighthood, is jacket and tie.  The expected, but unconfirmed starting time is 11 
AM and candidates will need to be there at 10:15 AM.. The conferring officer does not 
allow late arrivals and will turn them away.  You can only attend if you have reached the 
Second Degree.  Third Degree members have rights and privileges not open to other 
degrees. 

A Fourth Degree exemplification will be held for the first time in Sarasota on April 
29th.  This is the first time the exemplification is being held this close to our location.  
While membership in the 4th Degree is optional I strongly urge you to consider becoming a 
member. It’s an excellent opportunity to learn more about the order and be involved in 
patriotic events.  If you are interested let GK Dave Tschanz as soon as possible since 
paperwork has to be completed and your application presented to the 4th Degree Assembly 
by March 23rd for review.  Further information is included in a separate article later in the 
newsletter. 

  
.

 
 

2017 Founder’s Day & Memorial Mass 
 

 9 AM Mass March 26th 
 

Please join with us as we remember both the 
founding of the Order and our departed brothers 

 
 Carlo DelVecchio 

Edward Ewing 
Dominic Jankowski 

 Lee Konzelman 

 
 

Places for breakfast are limited to 20 seat so please “book early.” If you sign up to attend and do not 
cancel 72 hours in advance, you will be charged. Please advise Deputy Grand Knight Bruce Crisman 

if you wish to attend. He can be reached at gobigred.1@juno.com or 941-232-8450 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you 
volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in”. ~Author Unknown 

 
 

Coffee & Doughnuts 
March 5 & 19, 2017 

All Masses - Clean up and set up 
Contact Brother Tom McDermitt 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast 
March 12, 2017 

All Masses – Various Duties 
Contact Sir Knight Larry Kocen  

 

 

Membership Drive 
March  4 & 5, 2017 
After all Masses 

Come and help explain to potential members what it is to be a Knight and what’s involved in the 
process as well as the rewards of joining an order of Catholic Gentlemen. 

Please contact Sir Knight Ron Balaze for more information and to sign up 
 
 

Special Olympics Shark Tooth Festival Shuttle Drivers 
April 7 -9, 2017 

Volunteers are needed for shuttle driving duties at the Annual Shark’s Tooth Festival  
If you are able to help, please contact Grand Knight David Tschanz   

 

 

 
 

Last Minute News 

 
New venue for breakfast on March 26th.  Our March 26th post-mass breakfast/brunch venue will be held at  the 
Venetian Golf and River Club at the east end of Laurel Road. The breakfast is a full buffet with an omelet 
station and a large selection of other items including sausage & biscuits, blintzes, Danish, etc. Cost is 8.95++ 
per person. Mimosas and Bloody Marys are available for $2.00 each.  There are only 20 places available 
so you need to make a reservation via DGK Bruce Crisman in advance. If you make a reservation and cancel 
AFTER March 23rd you will be charged the cost of the meal.  
 
Insurance Agent change.  Frank Burns is no longer our assigned as Field Agent. A 
search is underway to fill the vacancy for our council.  In the interim, General Agent 
Brent Labreche will be covering your council until a permanent Field Agent is assigned.  
He may be contacted at (239) 947-3386 or via E-mail at Brent.Labreche@kofc.org   
 
Elections for Convention Delegates and Alternates on March 2nd.  The Florida State Council has notified us 
that we must select our two delegates and two alternates to the State Convention no later than March 15th. 
Traditionally the delegates are the current Grand Knight and a past Grand Knight of the Council. If they decline 
any other 3rd Degree member of higher can be elected.  Our delegate elections will take place on March 2nd. 
 
Elections for Fraternal Year 2017-2018. In April a nominating committee will be named to select candidates 
for all elected positions in the Council.  The nominees will be announced at the May 4th meeting and elections 
held during the June 8th meeting. 
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Council Collects $$$ for Citizens with Disabilities 
 

Our annual Citizens for Disabilities campaign collected over $3300 for three 
local charities in February. After processing the Knights of Columbus Charities, 
checks will be presented to Sarasota Special Olympics, Dreams are Free and 
Venice Challenger Baseball.  
Collections were made over three weekends at the Publix at Pinebrook and E Venice 
Ave (February 3-4 and 24-25) and  at Our Lady of Mount Carmel after all Masses on February 
17-18. 

This is probably the Knights of Columbus’ best-known national fund-raiser. 
Unlike fundraising done by other organizations, every dollar raised goes to help 
people with disabilities. 

Coordination of the program was conducted by Chancellor Sir Knight Ron Balaze who 
enlisted the help of 20 knight and their families. 
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Why Pope Francis Cheers for the Special Olympics 
 
Vatican City, Feb 17, 2017 / 01:01 am (CNA/EWTN News).- Pope Francis received a delegation from the 

Special Olympics on Thursday, reflecting on the power of the event to spread joy and hope. 
The Pope suggested that joy is at the heart of all sports: “the joy of exercising, of being together, of being 

alive and rejoicing in the gifts the Creator gives us each day.” 
“Seeing the smile on your faces and the great happiness in your eyes when you have done well in an event 

– for the sweetest victory is when we surpass ourselves – we realize what true and well-deserved joy feels like!” 
the Pope said. “We can learn from you to enjoy small and simple pleasures, and to enjoy them together.” 

The Special Olympics World Winter Games will take place in the Austrian state of Styria in March. 
Pope Francis received the delegation at Clementine Hall Feb. 16. The delegation included athletes, 

organizers, and other representatives, including Bishop Wilhelm Krautwaschl of Graz-Seckau, whose diocese 
covers the state of Styria. 

Pope Francis told them sports help to spread “a culture of encounter and solidarity.” 
“Together, athletes and helpers show us that there are no obstacles or barriers which cannot be overcome,” 

he said. “You are a sign of hope for all who commit themselves to a more inclusive society.” 
“Every life is precious, every person is a gift and inclusion enriches every community and society,” the 

Pope continued. “This is your message for the world, for a world without borders, which excludes no one.” 
“Sport is good for the body and the soul, and allows us to improve the quality of our lives,” he said. “The 

constant training, which also requires effort and sacrifice, helps you to grow in patience and perseverance, gives 
you strength and courage and lets you acquire and develop talents which would otherwise remain hidden.” 

Pope Francis praised the athletes’ dedication and cited the Special Olympics athlete’s oath: “Let me win. 
But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.” 

“The Special Olympics World Winter Games will be a wonderful moment in your lives,” he told the 
delegation. “I wish you joyful days together, and time with friends from around the world. I entrust you to the 
protection of Mary Most Holy, and upon you, your families, and all participants, I invoke divine blessings. And, 
please, pray for me too.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis receives a gift from a Special Olympian at the Vatican's Clementine Hall, Feb. 16, 2017. 
Credit: L'Osservatore Romano. 
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District Deputy’s Report 
 

A blessed Lenten season to all of you as we move into March. 
Membership, Membership, Membership. 
To date District 52 has gained a total of 43 new Knights, however with seven 

deductions our net gain is 36. Our District Goal was 32 and we have surpassed that, 
however only one Council has met their individual membership goal needed for Star 
Council. 

That means that we all have to continue to build our Order by bringing in Catholic 
men to be Knights. 

So far during the Month of March, 8 candidates received their Admission Degree. 
The next Admission Degree will be March 8th at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. This Degree will be the first for the 
new Degree Team at #15821 so let’s all pray and work towards getting candidates to attend. 

Congratulations to the following Knights for recruiting a new Knight between November 1st and December 
31st: Frederick Englert, John Meyer, Dan Bulinski, Ron McCluskey, Deacon John Crescitelli, Frank 
Burns, Dr. David Tschanz, Ronald Balaze and Stanley Anthony. 

While membership is progressing along, Insurance membership needs to increase. As a District we are only 
50% towards our goal. 

Hopefully the new Knights, and us Knights who have been around a while will take to heart the saying 
“Charity begins at home” and look at the Knights of Columbus Insurance and financial benefits as a way to help 
obtain a more secure financial plan for our families. 

 
Up For A Little Fishing? 
The Knights from St. Michael the Archangel, Council #14845 are sponsoring  a fishing trip on Tuesday, 

March 14, 2017. It’s aboard the Flying Fish which leaves out of Marina Jack’s at Bayfront Park in Sarasota. 
The boat leaves at 8:00am and the trip lasts about six hours.The cost is $75.00 per person. Please contact 

Brother Knights Len Myars at 317-437-4317 or Rick LaLonde at 248-821-6511. 
 
Knights of Columbus Insurance 

There are three main reasons to consider Knights of Columbus Insurance: 
 Catholic Values 
 Charitable Giving 
 Ethical Practices 

The Knights of Columbus Insurance Organization is run by Catholics, for Catholics. The Insurance 
Company donates millions of dollars worldwide to help those that need it the most. Knights of Columbus 
Insurance Field Agents are Catholic men helping Catholic families. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CCoorrppoorraattee  
CCoommmmuunniioonn  

AApprriill  3300,,  22001177  
99  AAMM  MMaassss  

  

BBrreeaakkffaasstt  ffoolllloowwiinngg..  
CCoonnttaacctt  DDeeppuuttyy  GGrraanndd  KKnniigghhtt  

ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss  
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First Year Knight?  
Earn the Shining Armor Award 

 
Awarded for service to the Order with distinction during the first year of membership, the “Shining Armor 

Award” is given to those men who exemplify what a true Knight of Columbus is. 
. 
To qualify for the “Shining Armor Award” new Knights must do the following during their first year 

of membership: 

 Be involved in at least three council service programs 
 Attend at least three council business meetings 
 Receive their Second and Third degrees 
 Meet with their council’s insurance representative 
 Recruit at least one new member 

To help members keep track of their progress toward attaining the 
award, special qualification cards are available from the Grand Knight. As 
an achievement is accomplished, the Grand Knight will sign off on it.  

Currently recipients receive Certificates of Recognition along with 
special "Shining Armor" Lapel Pins in recognition of their achievement. 

 

 
 

Upcoming Webinar For all Knights 
Recruitment in the Spirit of Father Michael McGivney 

 
Join us on Saturday, March 11, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. EST for a Fraternal Missions webinar identifying the 

best ways to recruit new members for your council and get them engaged in charitable activity. 
The one-hour webinar will provide a detailed look at the how, what and why of recruiting new members.  

We will explore: 

 Best Practices in running effective Church Recruitment Drives 
 The importance of attracting young members through service projects 
 How recruitment helps your council achieve Star Council status  

All council officers, but most especially Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, Membership Directors and 
Program Directors are encouraged to register for this webinar and become more effective recruiters and parish 
partners. All knights with an interest in growing the Order will benefit. 

 
This webinar will be conducted LIVE on Saturday, March 11, 2017 at 2 PM Eastern time by the 

Fraternal Mission staff.  The webinar will be recorded for On-Demand participation begins about 30 minutes 
following the live presentation's conclusion.  

 
If you are unable to attend, or are only available for a portion of the webinar, you still should 

register.  Registered members will receive a link to the webinar to view at their convenience. 
 

REGISTER 

 
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=&eventid=135946

7&sessionid=1&key=3B1CF36A466025C4D01421DCC5E0332F&regTag=&sourcepage=register  
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Father Michael McGivney 
A Brief Biography of the Founder of the Knights of Columbus 

 
October, by tradition, is “Founders Month” when members of the Knights of Columbus are asked to remember 
the dedication and hard work of our founder, the young, energetic and compassionate Connecticut priest. –Ed. 

 
Michael J. McGivney was born to Irish immigrants, Patrick and Mary (Lynch) McGivney on Aug. 12, 

1852. He was the eldest of 13 children, six of whom died in infancy or childhood. His father worked as a molder 
in a Waterbury, Conn. brass mill. Michael McGivney attended the local Waterbury district school, but left at the 

age of thirteen to work in the spoon making department of one of the brass mills. 
At the age of sixteen Michael McGivney entered Séminaire de Saint-Hyacinthe in 

Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada, in 1868. He continued his studies at Our Lady of 
Angels Seminary in Niagara Falls, NY[2] (1871–1872) and at the Jesuit's St. Mary's 
College in Montreal, but had to leave the seminary and return home to help finish 
raising his siblings, due to the death of his father in June 1873. He later resumed his 
studies at St. Mary's Seminary in Baltimore, Maryland and was ordained a priest on 
December 22, 1877, by Archbishop James Gibbons at the Baltimore Cathedral of the 
Assumption. 

Father McGivney worked closely with the young people of St. Mary's parish, 
holding catechism classes and organizing a total abstinence society to fight alcoholism. 
In 1881 he began to explore, with various laymen, the idea of a Catholic fraternal 

benefit society. In an era when parish clubs and fraternal societies had wide popular appeal, the young priest felt 
there should be some way to strengthen religious faith and at the same time provide for the financial needs of 
families overwhelmed by illness or death of the breadwinner. 

 
The Founding of the Knights of Columbus 
He discussed this concept with Bishop Lawrence McMahon of Hartford, and received his approval. He 

traveled to Boston to talk with the Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters, and traveled to Brooklyn to 
consult the Catholic Benevolent Legion. He met with other priests of the diocese. Wherever he could, he sought 
information that would help the Catholic laymen to organize themselves into a benefit society. 

William Geary, one of the Order's charter members, said that at the first council meeting in 1882, he was 
"acclaimed as founder by 24 men with hearts full of joy and thanksgiving, recognizing that without his 
optimism, his will to succeed, his counsel and advice they would have 
failed." 

Father McGivney had originally suggested Sons of Columbus as a 
name for the Order. This would bind Catholicism and Americanism 
together through the faith and bold vision of the New World’s discoverer. 
However, the word “knights” replaced “sons” because key members of 
the organizing group who were Irish-born Civil War veterans felt it 
would help to apply a noble ritual in support of the emerging cause of 
Catholic civil liberty. 

The first public references to the Order came on February 8, 1882.  
Both the New Haven Morning Journal and the New Haven Courier 
reported that the Knights of Columbus had held an initial meeting the night before. 

On March 29th, the Connecticut legislature granted a charter to the Knights of Columbus, formally 
establishing it as a legal corporation. The Order’s principles in 1882 were "unity" and "charity." The concepts of 
"fraternity" and "patriotism" were added later. Each of these ideals played a major role in ceremonials from the 
beginning. The Columbus-linked themes, says historian Christopher J. Kauffman, "reverberated with pride in 
the American promise of liberty, equality and opportunity." 

By May 1883, Council 2 had been instituted in Meriden, Connecticut and Bishop McMahon, so impressed 
with the organization, became a member of Council 11 in 1884, and served as its council chaplain. By the end of 
1885, there were 31 councils in Connecticut. 



Knightly News                                                                                                                                                                                                            March 2017 
 

-16- 

In November 1884, he was named pastor of St. Thomas Church in 
Thomaston, Conn., a factory town 10 miles from his hometown. Heavily in 
debt, the parish served working-class parishioners with few resources 
beyond their faith. With prayerful acceptance, Father McGivney put his 
seven years at St. Mary’s behind him and traveled to Thomaston. 

In six subsequent years at St. Thomas, Father McGivney built the same 
close ties of devotion and charitable concern at his new church that he had 
developed in New Haven. He continued, as well, to serve as supreme 
chaplain of the Knights of Columbus, personally involved in helping the 
Order to extend its membership into Rhode Island.  

Father McGivney died from pneumonia on the eve of the Assumption 
in 1890, when he was thirty-eight years old. 

To mark their 100th anniversary in 1982, the Knights of Columbus 
brought the remains of Father McGivney from Waterbury back to St. Mary's 
Church in New Haven, where he founded the Order. There he now rests in a 
setting in which daily Mass is offered for deceased Knights and prayers are 
said for his canonization. 

 
Cause for Sainthood 
In 1996, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford opened an 

investigation into Father McGivney's life, with a view towards formal 
recognition by the Church of his sainthood. Fr. Gabriel O'Donnell, OP is 
the postulator of McGivney's cause, as well as director of the Fr. McGivney 
Guild. The guild now has 150,000 members. 

The diocesan investigation was closed in 2000, and the case was 
passed to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Vatican City. On 
March 15, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI approved a decree recognizing the 
heroic virtue of Fr. McGivney, thus declaring him "Venerable. A miracle 
attributed to the intercession of McGivney is under investigation by the 
Vatican. 

 

 
 

Prayer for Canonization of Fr. Michel J. McGivney 
 

Father Michael J. McGivney, the founder of the Knights of Columbus, was given the title 
“Venerable Servant of God” by the Holy See in March 2008. The bestowal of the title 
“Venerable” marks another important step on the journey to beatification and canonization. It 
signals that the Congregation for the Causes of Saints has carefully considered the positio on 
Father McGivney’s life and virtue, and after consulting with historical experts and theologians, 
has judged it to be valid and convincing. Recognition of Father McGiveney’s religious life and 
his spiritual influence through the process of canonization is something all Knight of Columbus 
pray for. The below prayer was first spoken by the Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop William 
Lori: 

 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father 
Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of 
their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy 
and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth 
according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make 
your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CCoouunncciill  1155882211  CCaalleennddaarr  ooff  EEvveennttss  

MMaarrcchh  22001177  
  

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
   1

 
ASH 

WEDNESDAY

2

Monthly 
Meeting  

7 PM 
 

3
 

 

 

4
 

Membership 
Drive 

5
 

Coffee & 
Donuts 

Membership 
Drive 

All Masses 

6
 

 

7
 

Degree Team 
Dress 

Rehearsal 
6:30 PM 

 

8
 

1st Degree 
Exempli-
fication 
OLMC 

9

 
 

10
 

 

11
 

12
 

Pancake 
Breakfast 
All Masses 

 

13
 
 

14
 
 

15
 
 

16
 
 
 

 

17
 

 

18
 
 

19
 

Coffee & 
Donuts 

All Masses 

20
 

 

21
 
 

Council 
Baseball  

Trip  
4:00 PM 

22

 
 

23
 

 

24
 

 

25

 

26
Memorial 

Mass/ 
Founder’s 
Day Mass 

9 AM 

27 28
 

29 30 31

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KNIGHTLY NEWS, No. 36, March 2017. Knightly News is the official publication of Council 15821, a self-governing council of the Knights 
of Columbus located in Osprey, FL and affiliated with Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish.  The opinions within this publication are solely 
those of the individual authors and do not reflect those of either the Knights of Columbus or Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, which have 
no opinions. This publication is intended solely for the members and friends of Council 15821. Redistribution by electronic, print or other 
means is strictly prohibited unless prior written consent has been obtained. Inquiries should be addressed to the Editor, Knightly News at 
editor.koc15821@gmail.com  Editor & Grand Knight: David W Tschanz; District Deputy: John C. Wojtyna. 


	Cover
	Grand Knight’s Message
	March 19th – Feast of Saint Joseph
	Prayer Requests
	Pre-Meeting Rosary
	April Fourth Degree Exemplification in Sarasota
	Upcoming Meeting Schedule for 2017
	Lee Konzelman
	Knight of the Month & Family of the Month Honorees
	We're Hiring!
	Five Enter Second Degree
	Upcoming Third & Fourth Degree Exemplifications
	2017 Founder’s Day & Memorial Mass
	Volunteer Opportunities
	Last Minute News
	Council Collects $$$ for Citizens with Disabilities
	Why Pope Francis Cheers for the Special Olympics
	District Deputy’s Report
	Corporate Communion - April 30th
	Earn the Shining Armor Award
	Upcoming Webinar For all Knights
	Father Michael McGivney
	Prayer for Canonization of Fr. Michel J. McGivney
	Calendar of Events

