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November Food Bank 

Share your bounty with our brothers 

and sisters in need.  Items may be de-

posited in the grocery cart now through 

November 19.  If donating gift cards, please drop them in 

the collection basket or at the Parish Office.  If you or someone that you 

know would benefit from a Thanksgiving food box, kindly let the friars 

know or call the Parish Office.  All names will be kept confidential.  

Thank you and God bless you! 

 

Manifesting the Kingdom Award 

On September 24 at St. Paul Cathedral, Bish-

op Zubik recognized individuals whose faith-

ful service to the Church is truly inspiring.  

These women and men have generously given 

of themselves to enrich the life of our parish-

es.  Kathy Lawton is our parish’s well-

deserving recipient of this award.  Congratu-

lations and may God bless you, Kathy, for 

sharing your talents with our children and 

our parish. 

Race Fans,  

Save the Date!  

Saturday, February 10  

for our Third Annual 

Nite At The Races 



 

Page 2 Voice of the Carpenter 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Mass  

Monday thru Saturday, 9 a.m. 
 

Weekend Masses  

Saturday, 6 p.m.    

Sunday, 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
 

Confession Opportunities  

Saturdays, 11 a.m. - Noon 

Leave the Light On (Confessions) 

December 13, 6-9 p.m. 
 

Feast of Christ the King- November 26 

Evening Prayer and Benediction, 4:30 p.m. 
 

 Immaculate Conception  

Holy Day of Obligation 

December 7, 7 p.m.    

December 8, 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
 

Children’s Nativity Story 

Sunday, December 10,  4 p.m. 
 

Christmas Choral Concert 

Sunday, December 17, 4 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve Masses 

  5 p.m., 7:30 p.m., Mass 10 p.m.  

 Christmas Day Mass 10 a.m. 
 

Mary, Mother of God 

January 1, 10 a.m. 

 

Join Us 

Baby Bottle - Change a Life Drive 

Since November 2012, our church has generously par-
ticipated in Baby Bottle drives.  We have raised funds for 
different worthy organizations each time.  This has given us 
a chance to spread our giving and also learn about the many 
life-affirming organizations.  The organizations that we have 
assisted include:  Birthright, Life Choices, Catholic Charities 
(Roselia Program) and Lifeline.   

Presently, we are collecting for the Alpha Omega Center 
which has office locations in Slippery Rock and New Castle.  
Mary Jo Summers, a Director for Alpha Omega, spoke with 
us about some of the great services that they provide.     
Alpha Omega offers Pregnancy & Ultrasound Testing, infor-
mation on Adoption, Parenting and Abortion (which they 
don’t refer or perform), STD information and referral, a New 
Beginnings program to educate and materially assist new 
parents, a program for Fathers, Post-Abortion help, and 
their Life Matters program.  Through their Life Matters pro-
gram, they come to speak with middle school, high school 
and college students in Butler, Mercer and Lawrence Coun-
ties about healthy relationships and making good choices.  
For more information, please visit their website at 
www.alphaomegacenter.org.  

If you do not yet have a bottle, empty bottles are availa-
ble in the bin in the church foyer.  Please return the bottles 
to the bin any time before December 10th.  They will be col-
lected as they arrive.   We will gladly accept whatever mon-
ey you can offer.  If you prefer to write a check, please make 
it out to “Alpha Omega Center.” 

Thank you so much for your generosity over the years 
and for your overwhelming support so far for this current 
Baby Bottle drive!  Please know that your financial support 
and all your prayers do “change” lives!   

For over 12 years it has been my honor to help produce the 

Voice of the Carpenter newsletter for St. Joseph Parish.  

However, due to personal reasons, I have to step away for 

awhile as Editor of this special publication.  Thank you to 

all who have submitted excellent articles and pictures over the 

years; our small staff could never have put this newsletter 

together without you.  A special THANKS to the Editorial 

Team:  Fr. Ward, Fr. Mark, Karyn Roenigk, Dolores 

Zimmerman, Ron Ekas, Joe Bzorek, Sue Carnahan.  

Thanks to our recently formed mailing team headed by  

Sylvia Danehy!  Karyn—I’ll miss all the late night/early 

morning texts and emails; without you there wouldn’t be a 

newsletter.  (If anyone would like to step up for awhile and 

be the editor, please contact Karyn.)  God bless all of you!  

Barbara Amy, Editor of Voice of the Carpenter     

Advent  and 

Christmas 

Schedule 
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      On Saturday, November 18, 2017 beginning at 4:00 PM at Ford Field in Detroit, 
the ceremony for the Beatification of Fr. Solanus Casey – a Capuchin priest from the 
Detroit Province of Capuchins – will begin.  In this celebration Fr. Solanus will be 
acknowledge as one who is in heaven, in union with God, and given the title of 
“Blessed.”  This means that there will be official Mass prayers and Liturgical devo-
tions allowed to him – asking for his continual intercession with God for the needs of 
God’s people.  The next step is to attain the title of Saint.  Another healing must be 
investigated and approved to attain Sainthood.  People in Detroit already think of 
him as “Detroit’s Saint.”   
      In today’s secular world we hold on to the belief that God calls all to holiness.  
This joyful and powerful occasion serves to renew our belief that God works power-
fully in our world today as He has throughout human history.  Fr. Solanus is an inspi-
ration to Catholics – and to all – of the power of grace to transform one’s life.   
      Fr. Solanus’ journey in holiness began with his birth on November 25, 1870 in 
Wisconsin.  His immigrant Irish parents raised a faithful and hardworking family.  Bar-
ney, as he was named, moved through the early years of his life as many young boys 

in his community without great notoriety.  He finished grade school and at 17 began working in a lumber camp.  
His work history also included being a prison guard and working as a motorman on a street car.  At one point 
he proposed to his girlfriend whose mother would not permit her daughter to marry him.   

Moving forward with his life he felt a call to the priesthood.  However, after academic struggles and health 
issues, he was dismissed from the seminary program.  Upon returning to civilian life his witness to a brutal 
murder moved him to pursue a possible call to religious life.  After spiritual advice and prayer to deal with his 
questions, Barney entered the Capuchin Monastery in Detroit on Christmas Eve, 1896.  In January 1897, he was 
invested as a novice taking the name Solanus.   

As he progressed in his religious and priestly formation, his superiors continued to question his intellectual 
limitations in relation to his fitness to be ordained to the priesthood.  They finally decided to approve him for 
ordination which occurred on July 14, 1904.  However, he was not granted faculties to preach formal sermons 
or to administer the Sacrament of Penance.  After examination of Fr. Solanus’ writings, his obvious wisdom and 
knowledge of the human heart indicated that he had the intelligence to handle all priestly responsibilities.   

After ordination Fr. Solanus was assigned to various friaries in the New York area where he manifested a 
profound care and love for all who met him.  After 20 years in ministry in New York, Fr. Solanus returned to De-
troit where he worked for over 20 years as a porter and spent his life in service of people, endearing him to 
thousands who would seek his counsel.  During his ministry Fr. Solanus would be one of the co-founders of the 
city’s Capuchin Soup Kitchen.  With his beatification he will be the second American-born male and the first 
American-born Capuchin friar to be beatified.   

As a brother Capuchin, Fr. Solanus serves to remind me that the Capuchin way is truly a way to holiness if 
lived to the best of one’s ability.  This call to holiness is a call to all of us.  We may not receive the public recog-
nition as Fr. Solanus yet what is important is how one stands in the eyes of God.  Fr. Solanus’ beatification 
leaves us with the truth that we can find God in the ‘ordinary experiences’ of life as he did.  Fr. Solanus was 
convinced that God loved him.  He calls us to “foster confidence in God, and thank Him ahead of time for what-
ever He chooses to send us.”   

I want to end with this prayer attributed to Fr. Solanus:  Lord, please come to me in spiritual communion.  
Send your Body and Blood gushing through my veins.  Send your love into my heart, soul and body.  Lift me up 
to your bosom and infuse me with your divine love.  Amen. 

Thank you, Jesus, for Fr. Solanus Casey, OFM Capuchin.   
 

A Journey Ends:  Venerable Solanus Casey O.F.M. Capuchin 

by Fr. Ward Stakem, OFM Cap. 
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We commemorate the life of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4 with a blessing of parishioners’ pet animals.  St.    

Francis loved God, people, and all of God’s creatures—our animal companions—who truly are a lifeline in many families.  

One of our parishioners, Shauna Zukowski, has a Great Dane named Kringle who plays the important role of Service 

Dog.  You may have seen Shauna and Kringle attending Mass and wondered about a dog being in church.  At first glance, 

Shauna does not look to need a service dog, but appearances can be deceiving.  Shauna suffered an aneurysm that left 

her hospitalized and having to learn basics like talking and walking again.  Due to the aneurysm, Shauna has severe verti-

go, which makes her subject to falls, even with a walker.  She came to know of the Service Dog Project, a wonderful or-

ganization that provides Great Danes (24 per year) so those who are mobility-impaired can have a better quality of life.  

This includes those with MS, Parkinson’s, Cerebral Palsy, Friedreich’s Ataxia (an inherited disease that causes progressive 

damage to the nervous system), and more.  

Two friends who are also parishioners drove Shauna to Massachusetts to stay for a week and work on the Service 

Dog Project farm.  At the end of that week, Shauna had not asked for a dog because she was unsure if she wanted one.  

The person in charge told her she was giving Shauna a dog. Shauna went back sometime later to spend a week with  

Kringle, and the rest is history.  Kringle is so well trained that Shauna can take her in restaurants and to the doctor’s or 

hospital when she needs to go.  Kringle allows Shauna to lean on her giving her the much-needed support to keep her 

from falling.  The dogs are so well trained that once paired with an applicant, the dog continues to adjust to the needs of 

their partner.  Just ask Shauna—Kringle has traveled on planes enabling Shauna to visit her daughter who attends college 

out of state and enables her to walk outside and to attend her son’s high school activities.  Shauna’s blog on Facebook, 

entitled Life of Shauna and Kringle, describes her experiences; peek into her life.  

The Service Dog Project, a farm located in Ipswich, Massachusetts, raises dogs from birth through graduation and 

even takes them back for retirement as needed.  All donations go directly to the care and training of the dogs.  The pro-

ject is funded by the generosity of individuals and organizations like Dog Bless You, Explore.org, and the Cummings Foun-

dation whose motto is “Cummings Buildings Power Charities.”  To learn more about the Cummings Foundation go to 

their website, cumminigsfoundation.org.  To learn more about the Service Dog Project visit servicedogproject.org.  

Animal Blessings by Dolores Zimmerman 

So when you count your blessings, don’t 

forget our furry friends who delight us in so 

many ways keeping our stress-filled lives in 

balance.  God shows his love for us in so 

many ways! 
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What do you do when you turn 90?  If 

you are Carrie Smith, you fulfill a buck-

et list item . . . Take a hot air balloon 

ride!  Carrie turned 90 on  October 19.  

If you see this adventurous gal, wish 

her a happy 90th year!!! 

On Sunday, October 29, EDGE students gathered in St. Joseph Hall  

to participate in service projects.  One of the projects that students 

in 6th-8th grade engaged in was designing squares to be put togeth-

er by the Prayer Blanket Ministry.  These blankets will be given out 

to a lucky senior man and woman who attend the spaghetti dinner 

hosted by EDGE on Sunday, December 3.  Aren’t our youth terrific! 

 

Year Dinners Sold Net Income 

2017 2,096 $40,005  

2016 2,278 $40,502 

2015 2,433 $37,492 

2014 2,413 $35,033  

2013 2,532 $37,101  

2012 2,327 $40,696  

 

Fall Festival  

 



 

Page 6 Voice of the Carpenter 

THE CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM NEWS 
by Debi Gross, Kathy Lawton & Lynne Bird 

 

I AM WITH YOU. I AM WITH YOU. I AM WITH YOU.  Heaven’s bells continually peal with that   

promise of My presence.  Some people never hear those bells because their minds are earthbound and their hearts 

are closed to Me. Others hear the bells only once or twice in their lifetimes, in rare moments of seeking Me above 

all else. My desire is that My “sheep” hear My voice continually, for I am the ever-present Shepherd. 

Quietness is the classroom where you learn to hear My voice.  Beginners need a quiet place in order to still 

their minds. As you advance in this discipline, you gradually learn to carry the stillness with you wherever you go. 

When you step back into the mainstream of life, strain to hear those glorious bells:  
 

I AM WITH YOU. I AM WITH YOU. I AM WITH YOU. 
Jeremiah 29:12-13; John 10:14, 27-28 

Sarah Young, Jesus Calling 
 

Through the Grace of God, a supportive parish, dedicated parents, generous helpers, and God’s children, our   

Religious Education program is rapidly growing and our learning environment is constantly changing and            

expanding.  What a pure BLESSING from God and a true success due to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Children’s Faith Formation (CFF) 
The Children’s Faith Formation Program at St. Joseph Parish consists of: Catechesis of 

the Good Shepherd, Christ Our Life and the Edge Program.  Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd and Christ Our Life (ages 3 thru 5th grade) is offered on Sunday mornings from 

9:15-10:45 AM, EDGE (6th thru 8th grade) is offered Sunday nights from 6-7:30 PM, and 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (ages 3 thru 2nd grade) is offered on Monday night from 

6-7:30 PM. 
 

Children ages 3 thru 2nd grade participate in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) Program.  We currently 

have 55 children enrolled in the CGS I & II Program. CGS was developed in the 1950's by a Theologian and Bibli-

cal Scholar in Rome. It is approved and supported by our Bishop and is adopted by many other dioceses. It has 

been a part of our CFF Program the past seven years. This methodology is steeped deeply in scripture and Liturgy 

which is presented by trained catechists in an Atrium environment (a specifically-designed church-like room). Our 

parish future goal, reliant on trained catechists, will be to incorporate CGS thru 5th grade.                                              

Please visit the CGS national website for more information: http://www.cgsusa.org  
 

Grades 3-5 are taught in a classroom atmosphere using the Christ Our Life textbook curriculum 

written by the Sisters of Notre Dame. We currently have 56 children enrolled in this program. It 

fosters children’s love of God while providing a rich knowledge of our Catholic faith. This teaching 

process ensures consistent progress toward an accurate and thorough understanding of our faith. 

Please visit the website http://www.christourlife.com      
  

Edge Program: We currently have 62 youth enrolled in this program. The Edge Program is offered to the 6-8 

grade Middle School parishioners on Sunday evenings from 6-7:30 PM. Each child that comes through the Edge 

Program throughout 6-8th grades will be taught about Creed, Sacraments, Scripture, 

Church, Prayer, and Morality. The Edge Program’s goal is to unleash who the teens 

were created to be in Christ. Visit the website http://www.lifeteen.com/edge-ministry  
 

The goal is to provide our children a STRONG and KNOWLEDEABLE spiritual relationship with God from an 

early age.  This will allow them to journey successfully along the path of life, which seems to become more and 

more hectic and challenging every day.  This is our hope for a bright future filled with true Christianity.   
 

We would like to thank everyone who has volunteered.  We greatly appreciate that you listened to the Holy Spirit 

calling you to assist!  We pray that many others will do the same because we always have a great need for volunteers 

of all ages, at all levels, to continue to grow and thrive!  (CONTINUED ON PAGE 7) 
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Please consider the Children’s Faith Formation Program as a ministry to be involved in as a 

member of the St. Joseph community. 
 

A catechist/catechist aid is one who echoes the Word of God, proclaiming points of the 

Christian Message and listening to the Word of God with the children. 

CGS (Catechesis of the Good Shepherd) catechists must take a formation course for Level I 

which is being offered at St. Fidelis Parish, Meridian. Please refer to the bulletin for further 

course details. 

CGS Aides need no training or previous experience. 

Catechists/Aides in the CFF program (grades 3-8) need no prior experience or course training. All teaching mate-

rials are provided along with resources for enriching the lessons. 
 

All CFF (CGS) Catechist Requirements: 

Application with the Diocesan Database, DPW 

CAHC, PA SPC, Cardinal Clause, Mandated Re-

porter Training MRT, Reporting Workshop, PGC 

Workshop.  Please call Safe Evironment Coordina-

tor Karyn Roenigk at 724.352.2149 for details. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM NEWS (cont’d from page 6) 

Refresh Your Faith 

by Debi Gross 

The Faith Formation Program at St. Joseph is offer-

ing parents an opportunity to refresh and/or renew 

their faith knowledge through a series of four sessions 

throughout the year.  Please look in the bulletin for an 

announcement for the next session date. 

Our first topic was “Families  

Living a Sacramental Life” by speak-

er Don Ruby from St. Richard Par-

ish.  Don was very energetic and 

spoke about the importance of 

both the mother and father’s faith-

filled relationships with their chil-

dren.  He stressed the much need-

ed quiet time we need every day 

with our families without all of the 

technology and phones that seem 

to be constantly in our hands. 

Being involved in our children’s everyday lives no 

matter how old they get is very essential to raising re-

sponsible and respectful children.  He state that every-

one that conceives a child has the never-ending re-

sponsibility for them for the rest of their lives.  Paren-

tal love never ends; just like Mary and Joseph’s love for 

Jesus. 

Children’s Christmas Story 

Our 1st thru 5th grade CFF stu-

dents will participate in this 

year’s Christmas Story. All chil-

dren in those age groups are in-

vited to join in. The performance 

will take place on Sunday, December 10, 

at 4 p.m. in the church. If your son or 

daughter is not involved in CFF but would 

like to participate in the performance, 

please call Joan at 724.413.5096 or Jessie 

at 412.260.2207.  

Volunteers are needed for cookie baking, 

costumes, and other important tasks.  

Presentation of Gifts 

You are invited to take up the gifts if 

the Mass intention is for your “loved 

one.”  Simply inform one of the ushers 

when you enter the church. 

If the Mass intention is for the 

“Parishioners,” anyone is encouraged 

to take up the gifts. 



 

Our Parish Stats 
 

Baptisms (August 1 to October 31, 2017): 
 Mario Patrick Lesko, son of Jeffrey & Jill Lesko 
 Mackenzie Mae Cypher, daughter of Jeremy & Abby 

Cypher 
 Marilyn Marie Sanders, daughter of Stephen & Laura 

Sanders 
 Alex Ray Elsesser, son of Brian Elsesser & Raeleen 

Tomsik 
 Isaac Edward Hanlon, son of Jared & Abigail Hanlon 

 Avarie Nicole Collins, daughter of Todd & Michelle 
Collins 

 Bryson Kelly Mason, son of Brian & Kristen Mason 

 Dominic Richard Pavlina, son of Bryan & April Pavlina 
 

Weddings (August 1 to October 31, 2017): 
 Timothy Borrelli & Sarah Sokol 
 

Deaths (August 1 to October 31, 2017): 
 Rex Kallner, husband of Denise Kallner 
 Millie Coller, wife of Howard Coller, mother of Jackie 

Cihonski, grandmother of Hunter and Lauren Cihonski 
 Betsy Cypher, daughter-in-law of Ben Cypher 

 Julie Osche, niece of Agnes Osche 
 Della Derringer, sister of Joe Kocon 

 Vince Danik, brother of Joe Kocon 
 Richard Truszkowski, father of Renee Henzel 

 Richard Dellarosa, father of David Dellarosa 
 

New Parishioners (August 1 to October 31, 2017): 
 Steven Bandi 

 Mary Bonisky 

 Daryl & Peggy Braden 
 Jeremy & Abby Cypher 

 Joseph Gruzinski 
 Richard & Joanne Krajcovic 

 Thomas & Dorothy Kulikowski 
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It happened two years ago in the Cafe of 
St. Joseph’s Hall.  Five ladies met and talked 
about how we could combine the gifts God 
blessed us with to help people who are suffer-
ing and need comfort.  Regardless of their 
pain, we wanted to help.  When we left the 
meeting, we knew we were touched by the 
hands of God. 

Since that night, we have been blessed 
many times over and in many ways.  Our blan-
kets have not only touched people in need, 
but we have also been touched by other peo-
ple.  We received material from a gentleman 
(a fabric artist) from California.  His name is 
Jim, and while he was home for his class reun-
ion, he and his mother visited us.  We gave his 
Mother one of the blankets that showcased 
some of her son’s donated fabrics.  We were 
all touched by the experience. 

We are two years old and have given over 
200 blankets to comfort men, women and 
children.  We are a prayerful group of ladies 
and love what we do.   We try to be very good 
stewards of our gifts—we cut fabric into 
different size squares for the blankets, with 
any remaining fabric we cut strips to be used 
as borders or striped blankets. And we're not 
done yet.  With the scraps that are left, they 
are cut  up and sent to a local animal rescue 
shelter where they are used to make beds for 
the animals.  By that time the only thing left is 
dust! 

You too, through your kindness and gener-
osity, have helped touch hundreds of people.  
And to our Church family, the Prayer Blanket 
Ladies sincerely thank you. 

Have You Been Touched? 
by Suzanne Ekas 

All Christian Mothers are asked to attend the 9 a.m. Mass on Saturday, November 11.  Following Mass all Christian 
Mothers and women of the parish are invited to brunch at Smokin Toad, compliments of the Confraternity.   

A huge thanks to the current officers for sharing their energies and guiding the women over the last three years:  
Marion Marty President; Darlene Geibel, Vice President and Secretary Pro tem; Lynette Toward, Treasurer with one year 
remaining to serve.   

The newly elected officers will be installed at the Mass on November 11.  Congratulations to: Becky Sutara, Presi-
dent; Teresa Sintz and Barbara Cornetti, Co-Vice Presidents; Sylvia Danehy, Secretary; and Lynette Toward, Treasurer.  
Thanks to the Confraternity for all the little and big things you do for the parish throughout the year.  We are blessed!  



 Church Chat: “On Mission 

                In the Ring” 
 

      by the “Church Lady” 
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St. Joseph has the monks.  It took Round 6 to set 

that one straight. I had my courage on by Round 

8. I belted out– our responsibility to our parish is 

not just to maintain it but to help it thrive. We 

want to present the best we have when the 

changes occur.   Our committees, councils and 

ministries are the instruments of the Pastoral 

Plan. They serve the needs of our parish.  Our   

K of C and Christian Mothers  provide amazing 

outlets and services for our parish and our chil-

dren. We are by no means ordinary. We are    

extraordinary. Our people rise to the occasion to 

help, to support, to share fellowship, to follow 

Christ.  We celebrate our goodness, we share our 

grief and we honor  St. Joseph  for guiding us.                                           

     We are someplace special– the Church on the 

hill– the people with a purpose and a promise. 

Nothing will ever change that. 

Round 10. Mario’s down. Dinner’s Ready, 

                   On Mission—Accomplished! 

Some Thoughts to Ponder  

submitted by Darlene Geibel 

These very short stories are such very good ones and make 

us think twice about the daily happenings in our lives as we 

deal with others!! 

≈Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car, I sat 

on the side of the road holding him and crying.  And just be-

fore he died, he licked the tears off my face. 

≈Today I interviewed my grandmother for part of a research 

paper I’m working on for my Psychology class.  When I asked 

her to define success in her own words, she said, “Success is 

when you look back at your life and the memories make you 

smile.” 

≈Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood 

around my mother’s hospital bed, my mother uttered her 

last coherent words before she died.  She simply said, “I feel 

so loved right now.  We should have gotten together like this 

more often.” 

≈Today, I kissed my dad on the forehead as he passed away 

in a small hospital bed.  About 4 seconds after he passed, I 

realized it was the first time I had given him a kiss since I was 

a little boy. 

≈Today, when I witnessed a 27-year-old breast cancer pa-

tient laughing hysterically at her 2-year-old daughter’s an-

tics, I suddenly realized that I need to stop complaining 

about my life and start celebrating it again. 

The best sermons are lived, not preached.   

I am glad I have “you” to share these with.   

      I was in a local restaurant  picking up dinner 

when I overheard some couples discussing what 

seemed to be about “On Mission.”  Every parish in 

our diocese has heard these words for a few years 

now and know that many changes are in store for 

all of us.  The conversation in the restaurant be-

came rather loud. One gentleman was a bit over 

the edge talking about how senseless it is to try 

anything new or enlist church volunteers. His wife 

was shaking her head in total disagreement, her 

hands waving at him and at one point I thought 

she was going to crack him with the wine bottle.  

     I found myself slowly approaching their table 

and raising my hand like I would have done  in 

Catholic School for permission to speak.  Mario,  

the wild, Italian, negative, leader of the pack gave 

me “the nod.” I knew “the nod” from my own family 

gatherings.  So, I quickly grabbed a chair and wait-

ed to start spouting.  Mario clearly was of the opin-

ion that church things should be kept status quo 

and nothing should move forward in any way. We 

just need to sit and wait. He almost jumped across 

the table when he added that volunteers should be 

rested until all the changes occur. Let the pews be 

sparse. We have to know what bare means.  At 

that point I was sweating and gave myself my own 

nod, my own right of passage to speak. I introduced 

myself or I should say that I tried to introduce my-

self. I got out “Hi, my name is” and Mario told me 

to wait a minute. (Round 1) He felt that I needed to 

know more before I could comment. Then he gave 

me more info than I needed.  It really didn’t matter 

how many buildings or employees their church 

had. It didn’t matter the number of priests or 

whether or not they had a choir or a Church Lady. 

The one piece of information that did matter was 

that they would be part of a 6-parish pairing in 

Butler County.  I almost fell off my chair. Mario 

asked where I was from.  I almost said St. John in 

Chicago but announced, “St. Joseph in Cabot.”   

     One of  the  ladies commented that St. Joseph’s 

was the church with the Blue Jesus and asked how 

on earth did that ever happen and why. I suddenly 

felt like I was in a big fish bowl. It took a lot to ex-

plain that one. (Round 4)  Another lady commented  
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Preschool November News by Amy Majersky 

Our Preschoolers at St. Joseph have been super busy from the very start. Not only 

have we been working on our ABC's and our 123's but we've been doing lots of fun ex-

periments like growing caterpillars into Painted Lady Butterflies and making pump-

kin volcanoes!  Each of our classes had wonderful Halloween parties, the party parents 

put a lot of thought into them and it showed!   (Pictures:  “Blue Class”-3-year-olds 

& Fr. Mark; “Yellow Class”-4-year-olds)  This month we started off with our fiesta 

celebrating "El Día de Los Muertos" (Day of the Dead), and we'll be learning what it 

means to be thankful and blessed; this is the perfect season to instill these wholesome 

values in our little ones! 

As always, please spread the word of our wonderful preschool!  If you know of anyone 

who has a 3-year old or 4-year-old and are fully potty-trained, please point them in our 

direction. It's 

hard to believe 

but registration 

for the 2018-

2019 school year 

will begin at the 

end of Janu-

ary!  If you think your 3-year-old may be ready 

mid-year, please don't hesitate to call Mrs. 

Majersky at 724-816-0946.  

Thank you so much to everyone who has 

helped support the preschool. We love that you 

love our children!  
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