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Mary, the Mother of Us All by Father Ward Stakem, OFM Cap. 

In 2015 in a homily on Mary the Mother of God, 
Pope Francis said, “A society without mothers would 
[be] a society that has lost its heart, lost the ‘feel of 
home.’”  Because mothers, even at the worst of 
times, can testify to tenderness, unconditional self-
sacrifice, and the strength of hope.  Where there is a 
mother, there is unity, there is belonging.”  

Pope Francis spoke these words to honor all 
mothers, most especially Mary the Mother of God, a 
genuine woman and mother in every sense of those 
words.  

All of us have a mother.  We entered this world 
because of our mothers.  They nurtured us and 
loved us and disciplined us as only a mother can.  
There are countless books, poems, and songs in the 
public domain that extol the wonder and strength 
and beauty of mothers.  And yes, we do know of the 
failures that mothers have exhibited in not respond-
ing adequately to the expectations and needs of 
those whom they are mothers to.  Yet as Pope Fran-
cis states:  “even at the worst of times (mothers) 
can testify to tenderness, unconditional self-
sacrifice, and the strength of hope.”  

As with many things in life, we all too often fail 
to adequately appreciate someone until that person 
has passed from our sight.  The passing of my moth-
er in October of 2010 marked a significant moment 
for me in my life.  My father had passed in 2003 so 
the passing of a parent was not new to me.  Both 
experiences in their own manner were unique and 
profoundly meaningful to me.   

My mother was very basic in her approach to 
life.  She was a loving and faithful wife and a gener-
ous and loving mother attentive to her two daugh-

ters and five sons.  Her time and her life were com-
mitted to her family in the manner that one would 
expect a good mother and wife to be.  Her life was 
not marked with any outstanding awards or recogni-
tions.  And too often we did not appreciate the all 
that she did for us in so many quiet and hidden 
ways.  Yet she did not cease or refuse to be our 
mother.  She embraced her vocation though she did 
not use such terminology in describing her mother-
hood.  One can truly say her actions clearly spoke 
louder than any words or explanations.   

My brother in eulogizing our mother at her fu-
neral made the profound and telling statement that 
she was a homemaker.  She was a mother of her 
own time in history.  Not working outside the home 
as many mothers today need to do.  Rather, she 
worked consistently in the home being our home-
maker.  Mothers strive to do those things and often 
with little or no thanks or adequate compensation—
monetary or otherwise.  She was being a mother – 
facilitating unity and creating that sense of belong-
ing for all of us.  

Our Christian faith states that God did take upon 
himself in the Person of Jesus Christ, our human na-
ture.  Christ is one like us in all things as St. Paul so 
wonderfully describes this truth.  This human na-
ture, this flesh taken on was in the womb of Mary, 
His Mother, our Mother and the Mother of the 
Church.  Mary would bring forth for us in the Person 
of Jesus Christ the One who would gain for us salva-
tion.  She would live her life as a genuine woman 
and most moving mother in every sense of those 
words– truly blessed among all women. 

So Long, Marcie! 
Marcie Parks has directed our  Preschool program for  the last three years.  
Marcie also is an online math teacher for Imagine Learning.  She has decided to  
pursue the math teaching as more of a full-time employment.  Marcie will be leaving 
us the end of May.  “Mrs. Parks,” her smile and gentle disposition are what we will 
remember and miss most.  We wish Marcie every goodness in her new career and 
hope that she will visit the Preschool often.  Thank you, Marcie, for loving our kids 
and kudos to you for bringing our Preschool to another level of learning. 

(Note:  Preschool Aide Amy Majersky will assume the position of Preschool Program Coordinator for the 2017-
18 school year.) 
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According to History.com, Mother’s Day in 
America originated from the love and admiration of 
a daughter for her mother.  In 1908, Anna Jarvis was 
determined to honor her mother Ann Reeves Jarvis 
(who died in 1905) and all mothers for the sacrifices 
made for their children.  To this end, she secured 
financial backing from a Philadelphia department 
store owner named John Wanamaker.  In May 
1908, she organized the first official Mother’s Day 
celebration at a Methodist church in Grafton, WV.  
Following that success, she started a letter writing 
campaign to newspapers and prominent politicians 
urging the adoption of a special day honoring moth-
erhood.  By 1912, many states, towns, and churches 
had adopted Mother’s Day as an annual holiday, 
and Jarvis established the Mother’s Day Internation-
al Association to help promote her cause.  Persis-
tence paid off and in 1914, President Woodrow Wil-
son signed a measure officially establishing the sec-
ond Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.  

During Lent, we recount our Blessed Mother’s 
heartbreak at seeing her son suffer in agony to re-
deem all of mankind.  What a sacrifice!  We admire 
her steadfastness at the foot of the cross as Christ 
expired.  Then, on Easter, we identify with this 
Mother of Sorrows, who experienced the exhila-
rating joy at witnessing our Savior, her son, in his 
resurrection from the dead.  

If today the child Jesus were to 
give his mother a gift, what do 
you think it might be?  There 
are so many options because 
we live in a commercialized 
world!  My guess is that while 
flowers, candy, dinner, and 
gifts are appreciated what a 
mother remembers most is 
the time spent together--
stories told, pictures shared, 

laughter at funny happenings of times past and new 
ones just created.  Sometimes healing tears are 
shared also!  However you spend your holiday, 
know that Jesus and his mother would love to be 
there right in the middle of it.  Invite them and you 
will be amazed!  Happy Mother’s Day! 

Mother’s Love 

by Dolores Zimmerman 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

        Where?  St. Joseph Church  
 

        When?    June 12-16, 2017 
   9 a.m.—12 p.m. 
 

        Who?  Grades K-6 
Children ages 4 and up are welcome to join us  

if they are comfortable in a school setting. 

*Register online by May 15 at 

cokesburyvbs.com/stjoseph2017 

and receive a 

FREE t-shirt and goody bag* 

Volunteers are needed! 

If you have finished 6th grade, you are       

welcome to join us as a volunteer! 

Service hours are available for                     

Confirmation students! 

Contact Jacy Brosenitsch with any questions 

at jacyleean@gmail.com! 

The Catholic Faith is rich with wonderful prayers, cus-

toms, and traditions.  There is nothing wrong with tra-

ditions.  I’m sure many families have holiday traditions 

and family traditions.  Additionally, we are instructed 

to (2 Thes 2:15), “hold fast to the teachings we passed 

on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.”  

Furthermore, 2 Thes. 3:6 states, “according to the tra-

dition which you received from us.”  The Bible was not 

yet put together, so the teachings passed on by word 

of mouth are in fact Christian traditions. 
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God is NOT Missing! - Fr. Scott Seethaler by Barbara Amy 

We live in stressful times.  But if we believe there is a God, 
that God is involved in our lives day-to-day, and that God answers 
prayers, then we will know that God is NOT Missing!  Capuchin 
Friar Scott Seethaler, who presented a Holy Week Renewal for 
St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s, opened the week by asking us to make 
this Act of Faith and Daring us to Believe in Miracles.  Those of 
you lucky enough to experience Fr. Scott’s talks during Holy Week 
were inspired by his words, made to think, raised your voice in 
song, and especially laughed!  How I would love to start this arti-
cle out with one of his jokes, but Fr. Scott made me laugh so much 
that I wouldn’t do justice to any of them.  Instead, I would like to 
share with all of you—especially those of you not able to attend 
all four talks—some of his wisdom and insight by highlighting 
some of the thoughts he shared with us. 

Atheists are out to say that creation is a “big bang theory”; 
they say how not why the world was made.  The world was made 
so we can experience God personally; he is NOT missing!  God 
gives us peace the world can’t give; thus “Holy” vs. “Hell” of a 
Week!  Mystery vs. Magic?  God is available to us, and we make 
ourselves available to God.  Faith is based on miracles.  Look at 
the miracle of the Triduum.    We see what we want to see.  Re-
member, Christianity is not caught, it is taught!  It is not a specta-
tor sport; it is a total commitment.  What’s the payoff?  It is inti-
macy with God here and hereafter.  Remember, if you can’t find 
Jesus in your heart, you can’t find him in church.    

 

My soul is longing for your peace; near to you my God. 
 

Forgiveness & Reconciliation—Are they the same? 
Forgiveness has three definitions:  (1) forgiveness is not a 

thing; forgiveness is a person named Jesus (we receive through 
the sacraments); (2) forgiveness is not forgetting; it is letting go of 
the pain; (3) forgiveness is giving up my need for a perfect past.  
Holy Week is homecoming in the Catholic Church.  Fr. Scott asked 
us to remember that “one goal of the devil is despair.”  Any time 
we approach God with sincere sorrow, we are forgiven.  For-
giveness is a person named Jesus. 

Besides forgiving ourselves, we need to forgive those who 
hurt us.  Don’t let others have that power over you.  If you do, 
then you will have revenge.  We forgive for our sake; we forgive 
for Christ’s sake.  Fr. Scott gave a great insight to how Christ is 
shown on the cross.  His head is bent to kiss us; his arms are out 
to hold us!  “Don’t be a doormat to anyone’s abuse; Jesus died to 
set us free.”  Forgiveness involves the past.  Reconciliation in-
volves the future.  When a person expresses remorse, accepts 
responsibility, and does something to improve, he is asking for 
reconciliation.  We should start our reconciliation by praying for 
them—even our enemies!  We end relationships by lack of for-
giveness. 

 

Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me.  
 

The Heart Renewed 
“LENT:  Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking”  LENT is about giving in 
not giving up!  On Tuesday of Holy Week, Fr. Scott had us all 
laughing so hard with examples for each of the following, but I 

will be serious and highlight the kind of heart we need for every 
decade of our life. 
 Age 1-10 years:  A thankful heart as we start our spiritual 

journey; this doesn’t come naturally folks! 
 Age 11-20 years:  A generous heart; we need to mentor. 
 Age 21-30 years:  A loving heart.  Don’t confuse love and in-

fatuation.  We need to sacrifice to make holy; this is needed 
in marriages especially. 

 Age 31-40 years:  A faithful heart—especially being faithful to 
each other in marriage. 

 Age 41-50 years:  An understanding  heart.  We can’t get a 
degree in parenting; instead, wisdom comes by understand-
ing the way God works, especially through His patience.  Re-
member, the word discipline comes from disciple—ask what 
can I teach them! 

 Age 51-60 years:  A forgiving heart.  If you haven’t been able 
to forgive by 60—well, let’s hope you have!  But first, you 
have to forgive yourself. 

 Age 61-70 years:  A joyful heart.  Our children need to see 
happy parents. 

 Age 70+ years:  A trusting heart.  We have been building to-
wards this over the years.  H-E-A-V-E-N is how Christians spell 
RELIEF!  This age group is on the threshold of heaven.  Don’t 
fear it. 

During Holy Week, we get Jesus’ heart; His help in this crazy 
world. 

 

 All I ask of you is forever to remember me as loving you.  
 

Love Wins in the End 
Every night we get bombarded about the stressful times we 

are living in.  Cable TV news is always in our face!  Despair and 
cynicism are two negative views for seniors; lust for the young.  
But is the final outcome still in question?  No, God is on the 
throne.  The devil does not know the future.  Easter is coming—
we won!  Earth is our gymnasium; heaven is our home.  We leave 
here with hope not despair!  If you believe in Easter, life is worth 
living.  We are on the cusp of a new Pentecost.  

 

Love is flowing like a river . . . flowing out of you and me.  
 

 Fr. Scott asked us to re-
member that Christianity is 
not a part-time job; it is a full-
time vocation.  He ended his 
inspirational Holy Week Re-
newal by indicating he had 
three goals:  to inspire us, to 
make us think, and to make 
us laugh!  “If someone says, 
how are you doing?  You an-
swer:  I’m blessed!”  Fr. 
Scott—WE were blessed!  
Thank you!   

 
 

“Ta-Da” 
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Nite at the Races 2017 
 

A great time was had by all at the February 25th Nite at the 
Races.  There were some 200 parishioners and friends in at-
tendance.  Caller Jason Christopher kept the evening moving.  
Each race brought us closer to the final and biggest race-  the 
Auction Horse Race.  The 50-50 raffle and the Envelope 
Game were big hits.  Thanks to all who donated items for the 
basket raffle.  The nine baskets were quite a display.  Thanks 
to all who participated and helped in any way.  A big note of 
gratitude to our Knights of Columbus who provided the beer 
and sodas and bartended.  The profits of the race will be used 
for short-term fellowship events, the purchase of stands and 
other needed Liturgical items, additional round tables for the 
hall, a donation to the Prayer Blanket Ministry and general 
improvements.  The 2018 Nite at the Races will be held on 
Saturday, February 10.  Mark your  calendar  and Giddy 
Up! 

  

Preschool Registration by Marcie Parks 
 

***Attention Parents: If your child will be age three by September but you are not sure if he/she is quite 
“ready” for preschool, please feel free to talk it over with one of the teachers. It is important to make sure that 
your child has a spot in our fall class.*** 
 

St. Joseph Preschool is now registering students for the 2017-2018 school year, which begins in September.  Preschool 
offers valuable academic and social opportunities to prepare your child for kindergarten.  We create an environment 
that will help your children to thrive and grow, in a caring and 
enthusiastic community of learners.  Our program fosters devel-
opment of language, early literacy and math skills, fine motor 
skills, and much more.  
 

Our Preschool (3-yr-old) class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays 
9:00-11:30 a.m. 
 

Our Pre-K (4-yr-old) class meets three times per week:  Mon-
days and Wednesdays 9:00-11:30, and Tuesday afternoons from 
12:30-3:00. There is limited space available for this class. 
 

Please call now to reserve a place for your child.  We would be 
happy to schedule a time for you to come in and see the Pre-
school with your whole family.  Please call Marcie Parks at 724-
355-0256 or Amy Majersky at 724-816-0946. 
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 Faith Formation News 

May 13, 2017:  100TH Anniversary of Our La-
dy’s apparitions in Fatima, Portugal.  She ap-
peared in 1917 --- in six consecutive months -- 
to three YOUNG SHEPHERDS, Lucia Santos 
and siblings, Francisco and Jacinta Marto.  
The CHILDREN were asked to offer sacrifices 
and prayers for the conversion of sinners.  
She asked them to say the Rosary each day to 
help bring peace to the world being ravaged 

by World War I.  There was nothing that would deter the 
children from sacrificing for sinners and spreading the 
Blessed Mother’s message, which consistently called for 
prayer and repentance.  

 Through the Grace of God, we are completing the sev-
enth year of providing a religious foundation for our young 
children (ages 3-9) through the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd curriculum within the Holy Atrium environments 
(Level I and II).  We strive for the children to have an early 
understanding of His Word (directly from the Bible) and 
our Catholic Faith (with an emphasis on the Mass).    

 The following topics were presented since our last re-
porting:  The vestments of the Priest; geography of the 
Land of Israel; Messianic Prophecies of Advent; Infancy 
Narratives; preparation of the cruets; Epiclesis; Offering; 
Lavabo; The Mystery of Life and Death---Parables of the 
Kingdom of God; The Eucharist---Parable of the Good Shep-
herd; Baptism; and The Liturgy of the Light with the bless-
ing of the Paschal Candle.  We will close our year with a 
Pentecost Celebration!   Practical life work related to each 
topic is always provided to encourage reflection, prayer, 
and a personal connection with God.  

 Our primary goal is to allow young children to see who 
God really is and watch Him draw them close as His true 
followers.   When children come to understand and love 
God early on, they will be equipped with what is necessary 
to live a spiritually moral life filled with strong Christian 
virtues listening to God’s calling.  The hope for our future is 
the next generation of true believers fulfilling God’s pur-
pose for them!  

 How can you continue your child’s spiritual GROWTH 
over the summer?  

 Talk about the Mass after attending and discuss 
the positive influence it has on you.   

 Have daily religious conversations with your child 
emphasizing praise and thanksgiving to God.  

 Discuss with your child how God helped you handle 
your daily struggles in a Christian manner.  

 Emphasize the importance of a quiet place and 
quiet time at home to be with God.  These mo-
ments of silence are prayer as well:  Silence is 
praise to you, O God! (Psalm 65:1).  Silence is a 
deeper stilling of the body, heart, and mind so as 
to listen and to open oneself more fully to God:  Be 
still, and know that I am God (Psalm 46:10).    

 Encourage family prayer time; especially reading 
from the Bible, reciting the Rosary and watching 
EWTN (Global Catholic Network).  We will be 
providing each child a holy card to share and pray 
together as well.    

 Volunteer to do community service as a family.  
Allow a child to share their faith, to witness, to 
serve and to walk the way that Christ walked!  

 Please know that we understand how busy everyone is.  
The purpose is to show a child the importance of a strong 
spiritual relationship with God in our DAILY lives and how 
He should guide, influence, and be a part of EVERYTHING 
we do.  It is easy to complain about what the world is like 
today, or we can listen to God’s demand to take responsi-
bility for changing it ourselves and through our children 
that have young pliable hearts and the role they play in the 
future of true Christianity.    

 We would like to thank everyone who has volunteered 
for the CGS Program this year.  We greatly appreciate that 
you listened to the Holy Spirit calling you to assist!  Volun-
teers are always needed.  Have a blessed summer through 
Christ our Lord, Amen.  
  

Good Shepherd 

by Kathy Lawton & Lynne Bird 

Samantha Archer 

Tyler Buterbaugh 

Mary Kate Cornetti 

Nico DiSanti 

Hailey Fryer 

Samuel Freyermuth 

Dante Granata 

Christian Hartman 

Morgan Jack 

Hannah King 

Luke Klutschkowski 

Alyssa Kunicki 

Addie Lattanzio 

Alex Legin 

Nathan Legin 

Christian Lehland 

Zachary McMillen 

Stuart Milcic 

Tyler Pflugh 

Ian Robb 

Hunter Roenigk 

Emily Schmist 

Linden Sloane 

Brianna Tekely 

Brianna Tola 

Tia Venesky 

Confirmation—May 11, 2017 
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Faith Formation News 

St. Joseph Adult Faith Formation works to add to 
your understanding of the truths of the Catholic faith and 
present programs that will add value and meaning to 
your life and enhance your personal relationship with 
Christ.  Here is a brief recap of what was offered this 
year.  

We began the year with a brief study of the Gospel 
of Luke on Wednesday evening.  Instead of covering the 
entire Gospel, participants came together to meditate on 
some of the key stories.  It was a small but mighty group.  
The second half of the year we concentrated on the Bible 
timeline learning the big picture that ties all 73 books of 
the Bible together.  We had a large number that partici-
pated in this session and participants learned valuable 
tools for approaching and reading the Bible on their own.  
A smaller group decided to keep the learning going by 
following up with a study on the Bible and its relation-
ship with the Mass.  As one participant stated, “Every 
parishioner needs to participate in this study.”  It really 
gives meaning to what we say and do in the sacred Litur-
gy. 

In addition, we continued our Thursday morning 
group by finishing a study of the book of Isaiah.  It was 
not easy, but it really increased our understanding when 
we heard readings from this book in Mass.  We also had 
a study on the Sunday readings both for advent and for 
lent. 

Jean Hlivko- Neely presented the parish with The 
Bible and the Church Fathers.  The study explained the 
significance of our Fathers in faith and highlighted a few 
Fathers and their teachings.  We were blessed to have 
new members join us and to add a duplicate session on 
Wednesday morning. 

Currently, we have the Biblical Journey through the 
Mass being offered on Wednesday evenings, the book of 
Ruth on Wednesday morning.  Also, As by a New Pente-
cost, on Thursday mornings; this series teaches us about 
the Holy Spirit and seeks to renew our relationship with 
God through the third person of the Trinity. 

Please call or email the Adult Faith Formation Office 

at 724-352-3443 or sjaff@zoominternet.net with any 
suggestions on topics or times for next fall.  We seek to 
aid you in your understanding of the faith by offering a 
wide variety of topics, times and lengths of study from 
one-time events, to short studies and longer more in-
depth studies as well as offering spiritual enrichment. 

Increased Understanding of the Bible 

by Marian Goetz 

The message of The Divine Mercy is simple.  It is 
that God loves us, all of us.  And, he wants us to rec-
ognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so 
that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His 
mercy, and let it flow through us to others.  Thus all 
will come to share His joy.  The Divine Mercy mes-
sage is one we can call to mind simply by remem-
bering ABC:  

 

A - Ask for His Mercy.  God wants us to approach 
Him in prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and 
asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon 
the whole world.  

 

B - Be merciful.  God wants us to receive His mercy 
and let it flow through us to others.  He wants us to 
extend love and forgiveness to others just as He 
does to us.  

 

C - Completely trust in Jesus.  God wants us to know 
that the graces of His mercy are dependent upon 
our trust.  The more we trust in Jesus, the more we 
will receive.  
 

This message and devotion to Jesus as The Di-
vine Mercy is based on the writings of Saint Fausti-
na Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in 
obedience to her spiritual director, wrote a diary of 
about 600 pages recording the revelations she re-
ceived about God's mercy.  Even before her death 
in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had be-
gun to spread.  

-source: divinemercy.org 

The Divine Mercy Message and Devotion 

by Marian Goetz 

A Big Thank You to our Phantom Crocheter(s).  

Recently, some talented individual, or individu-

als, have donated several crocheted blankets to 

our prayer blanket ministry.  We don’t know 

who you are, but we love and welcome your 

work.  God Bless You.  If anyone knows of some-

one that needs lifted in prayer along with a 

prayer blanket, please contact Karyn at the Par-

ish Office. 
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Bishop Sheen has stated that, “There are 
fewer than two hundred individuals who hate 
the Catholic Church while there are millions 
who hate what they mistakenly believe to be 
the Catholic Church.”    

From my own experi-
ence, I know how true this 
is.   While I never hated the 
Catholic Church, I did believe 
that it was much too encum-
bered with traditions, rites 
and rituals, too shrouded in 
mystery and yes, it had what 
I believed, too many requirements.   It was just 
strange to me.   Raised as a Lutheran, I am sure 
that I was subtly influenced to think this way.   
It was a different time then. 

As a new Catholic, I now know and under-
stand that our rites, rituals and traditions come 
directly from Christ, the scriptures, and holy 
tradition.   I find beauty and comfort in our 
Mass, and I delight in the sacred reverence our 
priests show while conducting the Mass.  

I often wonder why Catholics leave the 
Church.   Perhaps it is because being a good 
Catholic is hard.   Being a Protestant seems 
easier, since one is saved by faith alone.   One 
must simply believe and ask for forgiveness.   
Catholics believe this also, but we have more 
requirements than just these two.  Now, when 
I hear someone say something disparaging 
about Catholics, I remember Bishop Sheen’s 
comment.  I also remember that Matthew Kelly 
makes the point that the Catholic Church feeds 
more people, clothes more people, and shel-
ters more people than any other organization 
in the world.   How great is that?  Be Bold, Be 
Catholic. 

Bishop Fulton Sheen Said . . . 

by Ron Ekas 

Thank God for Believers 

by Ron Ekas 

Last year, Suzanne and I made our way south 
towards Florida taking note of the myriad of 
churches along the rural roads we traveled.   Often, 
in the distance of about a mile, we would see two, 
three or even four Christian churches, many of the 
same denomination. Their titles were frequently 
similar.   One would be called the First Baptist and 
the next would be the New Baptist, and so on.    In 
very rural areas, there was a plethora of churches 
with names such as the First Assembly of God, or 
the Church of the Living Waters, or the Missionary 
Lighthouse Temple.    

Some of these had to have spun off from others 
nearby.   Had they spun off over differences in doc-
trine, or dogma, or for arguments among the pa-
rishioners?   I thought about the Reformation and 
its effect on Christianity and how there are over 
25,000 different Christian denominations in the U.S.   
What a staggering statistic! 

I know that our Catholic Church is the one true 
Church as founded by Christ, but no matter their 
denominations, these other Christians are our 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ and we need to love 
and appreciate them. 

I thank God that we live in a country filled with 
so many Christians.  “Humility is not about thinking 
less of your self, but thinking about your self less.”   
-St. Francis   

Parents Night Out took place on Friday, February 
17.  There were around 30 kids that enjoyed crafts, 
games, cookie decorating, movie night and delicious 
pizza while their parents enjoyed a night out on the 
town!  Thanks to Father Ward for stopping in and 
spending time with the children;  to Karyn Roenigk 
for donating popcorn; to St. Joe's parish for do-
nating pizza; and especially to the teenage volun-
teers (Mallory Griffiths, Mary Kate Cornetti, and Bri 
Tetley) for help making the night successful.  Fun 
was had by all!  (Pictures on Page 10) 

Parents Night Out/Kids Night In 

by Stephanie Karwoski 



 Church Chat:  Imaginations 
 

      by the “Church Lady” 

Our Parish Stats 
 

Baptisms (January 26 to April 30, 2017): 
 Avelynn Rae Brosenitsch, daughter of Samuel &   

Regina Brosenitsch 

 Leelah and Adam Ohayon, children of Jeannine   
Mullen 

 Mila Elizabeth Hedglin, daughter of Michael & 
Maureen Hedglin 

 

Deaths (January 26 to April 30, 2017): 
 Robert Brenenborg 

 Daniel Flick 
 Justin Freyermuth, son of Ed & Eileen            

Freyermuth 
 Henry Zukowski 
 John Jerich, Jr. 

 Martha Frye, mother of Andrea Brasili 
 June Moser Parker, sister of Walter Moser & 

Sylvia Oyler 
 Pat Bricker, sister of Paul Burrows 

 Laura Ristity, sister of Loretta Pflugh 
 

New Parishioners (January 26 to April 30, 2017): 
 Todd & Michelle Collins (Avarie &  Elizah) 
 Cass Kocak 

 Kevin & Jeannine Mullen (Leelah & Adam) 
 Karen Nord 
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     Imaginations– we all have one!  My imagina-

tion has had a full-time job from the get go.  Even 

as a little girl, my imagination took on the form of 

my “invisible friend, ”Catherine.”   I was a rather 

inquisitive, active child, always wanting to explore 

and know more about the simplest of things.   My 

dad would tell me that my actions could surely get 

me sold to the gypsies.   One day I imagined that if 

I sprinkled talcum powder in my dad’s black sock 

drawer that the powder would act like magic dust 

and turn the socks into gold.   Neither my dad nor 

my mom saw it quite that way nor did they believe 

that it was “Catherine” who did the sprinkling.  

Oh yes, my bottom felt the smack of my mom’s 

yard stick.  I guess not being sold to the gypsies 

that day was the only magic that happened to me. 
  

     Growing up on Second Street was great– the 

kids were plenty and the fun was nonstop.  There 

were gardeners and growers of all kinds and much 

to be amazed by.  The Gardina’s grapevines were 

more than productive and the famous “Gardina 

Wine” was shared throughout the neighborhood.  

My friend Billy and I would snatch a few of those 

luscious grape clusters and when asked if we had 

eaten any of the forbidden fruit, the grape stains 

on our lips quickly gave our secret away.  One par-

ticular summer our appetites for those grapes 

came long before the grapes were “ready.”  My im-

agination suggested that we put the grapes in big 

jars and add vinegar to the jars.  My dad always 

said that a little vinegar was good for whatever 

you needed.  Billy and I picked enough grapes to 

fill maybe 10 gallon glass jars. We added vinegar 

and set the jars  in the sun.  Well after a few days, 

the vinegar fermented the grapes and blew the 

lids off the jars.  There were green bullets flying 

all over the yard. Needless to say, we came very 

close to being sold to the gypsies that day.  
 

Imaginations– we all  have one.  You know as I 

get older, my imagination seems to work overtime.  

I’ve imagined that I’ve won the lottery at least a 

million times and then imagined what I would do 

with the winnings.  I’ve imagined having every 

pair of shoes that’s ever caught my eye.  I’ve imag-

ined what it would be like to conduct an orchestra 

and  I’ve  imagined  being  the  player who catches  

the ball in the end zone for the win.  I often 

imagine that I am skinny again. And you know 

when I look in the mirror my imagination lets 

me see a thin, tall, tan, 18-year old Church La-

dy ready for anything. I think that the Lord 

knew that our imaginations would provide an 

escape from the reality of growing older.   
 

I imagine that the hard-to-notice and im-

possible-to-miss changes in my physical self-

belong to someone else.  This  allows for a little 

denial of the transformation from active to 

aching, from brunette to Miss Clairol, from sti-

lettos to soft walkers and the truth that read-

ing glasses and wrinkles are here to stay. 

Imaginations– we all have one.  Right now, 

I am imagining that I am wearing a pair of red 

stilettos, enjoying a glass of that Gardina Wine 

while writing a Nobel-Prize-winning article.  

Imaginations– we all have one! 



 Voice of the  
Carpenter 
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