WELCOME to ST. JOHN
EVANGELIST PARISH
FEBRUARY 28, 2021 - SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
The canopy doors will be unlocked from 7:30 am until approximately noon Tuesday through
Friday for private prayer.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday

February 27

Sunday
Sunday

February 28
February 28

Wednesday March 3
Thursday
March 4
Friday
March 5
Friday
Friday
Saturday

March 5
March 5
March 6

Sunday

March 7

Sunday

March 7

Blessed Trinity 4:00 pm

†Irene Mancl by Jim & Sandy Jordan, †Geri
Widder by Family
St. John’s
9:00 am Mass for Parishioners
Blessed Trinity 10:30 am †Fr. Joe’s Aunt Sara by Jim & Sandy Jordan,
†Lucille Micoliczyk
St. John’s
7:00 am †Juergen Pietzner by Tracy & Andrew Kissel
Blessed Trinity 6:30 pm †Edith Gerrits by Donna Plageman
St. John’s
7:00 am †Howard & Dorothy Dickelman by Hermine
Grasse, †Frank Plesetz by Kathy & Family
Blessed Trinity 1:00 pm [Stations of the Cross]
St. John’s
5:15 pm [Stations of the Cross]
Blessed Trinity 4:00 pm †Russell McCoy by Family, †Lori Pribek by
Steve & Kim Harder
St. John’s
9:00 am †Kendra Versey by Sandy Schnicher,
†Georgene Spoonhour by Mary & Bill Moffat
Blessed Trinity 10:30 am Mass for Parishioners

FINANCIALS:

February 20/21: Collection:
(contribution envelopes, electronic giving and
loose offering): $2,147.00.

MISSION SOCIETY: Please join us for
quilt making on Tuesdays at 8:30 am.
Everyone is welcome!

MASS & ADORATION: There will be Mass
on Thursday, March 4 at 6:30 pm followed by
Adoration at Blessed Trinity.

RECONCILIATION:

At Blessed Trinity on
Saturday, March 6 at 3:00 pm. During Lent,
Reconciliation will also be offered at St. John’s
after the daily 7:00 am Mass on Wednesdays
and Fridays or by calling the parish office and
making an appointment.

HUMAN CONCERNS/SOCIAL JUSTICE 2021 LENTEN
OUTREACH PROGRAM:
“I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU FED ME, THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME
DRINK; I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU RECEIVED ME IN YOUR
HOMES, NAKED AND YOU CLOTHED ME; I WAS SICK AND YOU TOOK ME IN, IN PRISON AND
YOU VISITED ME.” (MATTHEW 25:35-36)
St. John Evangelist Human Concerns/Social Justice Committee and Blessed Trinity Human
Concerns Committee this year are sponsoring the Sheboygan County Warming Center, a
501 (3) non-profit organization, that provides temporary, overnight, safe shelter for adult
individuals who may be homeless for any number of reasons, including emergencies of any
kind, as well as transients. The Warming Center also provides a hot evening meal, a
continental style breakfast, and a bag lunch for their guests.

The Church is already in its second week of the 2021 Lenten Season. As Christians, we
know that Lent gives us the opportunity to ‘look at ourselves internally’ and lay aside the
‘old’ and take on the ‘new.’ One of those ways is to reach out and help those who are
destitute and need food, a place of warmth to protect them from the bitterly freezing cold,
and to know that someone is there who cares. You and I are the ones ‘who care.’ What
we give today will help the above become a reality for them. Please make checks
payable to: St. John Evangelist Parish or Blessed Trinity Parish. You can drop them off in the
collection basket at Mass, in the envelope drop off box in the gathering space or at the
parish office. Updates will be included in the bulletin and on the poster located in the
gathering space.
SPREAD THE WORD: We can be the hands and feet of Jesus, in living out Matthew’s Gospel:
25:35-36.

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE UPDATE:

It takes a bamboo
seed three years in the ground before the first sprout can be seen. This enables the
plant to develop a strong root system. But once it starts growing, it grows tall and
fast, attaining a growth rate of 35” per day. This is the model our strategic planning
process is following. Much has been going on to develop a solid base for our
revitalization effort. We’ve talked with 64 parishioners about the kind of parish
they’d like to see St. John’s become. Based upon their input, a mission statement
was developed that has been shared with all parishioners and awaiting approval
by the Pastoral Council. We also talked with committee chairs about the nature of their
committees and what they believe their committee contributes to the parish. Next, we will be
talking with each parish staff person to understand their perspectives on the challenges and
opportunities of our parish. We’ll also be developing a vision statement which states what we
believe our parish wishes to achieve in the long run. Then we’ll develop goals and strategies to
achieve those goals. Each one of us is vital to our parish and its future. The more part of the plan
you are and the more people who are part of it, the more successful our plan will be. As such,
each of us will be asked to contribute to our parish’s success. We’ll keep you posted as plans
progress. Of course, please contact Lynn Miller, Julia Rodemeier, Dave Madigan, Tom Reilly, or the
Easter Bunny if you want more information on goings-on or to be more involved with the process at
this time. ~Tom Reilly, Strategic Planning Committee Member

Praying the Rosary: The Sorrowful Mysteries:
As we venture deeper into this season of Lent, continuing or slowly starting to
pray the rosary and using the Sorrowful Mysteries can be a way to get swept
up in the events in the life of Christ during this holy season. These five Sorrowful
mysteries, in particular, can help us to reflect upon those events that led up to,
and culminated, in the Crucifixion and Death of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
During the rosary when we pray the Hail Mary over and over again, we think
about these very difficult times in Jesus’ life and reflect on these five events:






The Agony in the Garden: Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane, but his disciples fall
asleep.
The Scourging at the Pillar: Jesus is arrested and taken to the jail where the soldiers mock
and whip him.
The Crowning of Thorns: The soldiers take a thorny vine, wind it in circles and press it on
Jesus’ head.
The Carrying of the Cross: Jesus is forced to carry the heavy wood of the cross.
The Crucifixion: Jesus is nailed to the cross.

Lent is the season when God calls us, his people, to return to him with our whole hearts. We
have been given many tools to do so. Praying the rosary and reflecting on the Sorrowful
mysteries, is one tool that can help us appreciate and draw nearer to the God who has
never left our side.
adapted from: Loyola Press. 2021, “Praying the Rosary: The First Sorrowful Mystery”, Joe
Paprocki.
-Jeanne Bitkers, Coordinator of Religious Education 4K - Grade 6

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE 4K - GRADE 6: As religious educators of our
youngest children, 4K- Grade 6 we all want to give our students the opportunity to encounter Jesus during this Lenten Season. Beginning with prayer and the distribution of Ashes on
Ash Wednesday and continuing during these 40 Days in classrooms and homes, the lessons
and activities done with children by Catechists and Parents help them learn about the
most important themes of the season and incorporate Lenten practices into their daily lives.
Sharing her knowledge and faith with
several students is Susan Vavra, 4KGrade 6 Sacrament Preparation
Catechist. The picture of the Last
Supper that she is using belonged to
her father, Religious Educator and
l ong -tim e S t. J ohn E vangel is t
parishioner, Paul Vavra.

LENTEN INFORMATION
A DAY OF RECONCILIATION: The Archdiocese has scheduled 12 hours of
Reconciliation at numerous parishes throughout the Archdiocese during the season of
Lent. Reconciliation will take place on Wednesday March 24 from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm at St.
Peter Claver Parish (1439 South 12th Street Sheboygan). Please park in the parking lot off of
South 12th Street and use that entrance to enter the church as these doors will be the only
ones unlocked. There will be two priests available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation all
day. Covid guidelines of social distancing and mask wearing are required.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Will
be offered at Blessed Trinity at 1:00
pm and St. John’s at 5:15 pm each
Friday during Lent. At St. John’s,
please enter via the canopy doors.

“THE GIFT OF SUNDAY” LENTEN
MISSION: St. John the Baptist is a host site for
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee The Gift of Sunday
Lenten Mission on Wednesday, March 3 from 7:00
- 8:30 pm. The Lenten Mission at St. John the
Baptist will also be available to view on our
Youtube channel https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCMRKmkwZ45f2IDCAABLPsLQ. Here is
the direct link to the event live stream https://
youtu.be/Avc54NXZSfs. Please see the flyer on the
bulletin board for more information.

LITTLE BLACK BOOKS:
Little Black Books, both
regular print and large print,
Lenten Calendars, and
Lenten Prayer Cards are all
available on the card table
in the gathering space.

TUESDAY EVENING LENTEN SCRIPTURE SERIES:
Hope in the Resurrection begins Tuesday, March 2 with
Mass at 6:00 pm followed by the Lenten Scripture Series.
The first part is: “In Accordance with the Scriptures” Our
first presenter for the Tuesday Lenten Scripture Series is Paul
Schweigl. Paul and his family are members of Holy Name
of Jesus Parish. Paul holds a BA from St. Norbert College,
an MA from the University of Notre Dame, and a Th.D. from
La Salle University. He has taught theology at Roncalli High
School for ten years. Holding our Hope in the Resurrection,
Paul’s talk is entitled “In Accordance with the Scriptures”.
Donations of food and especially personal care items will
be accepted for our Northside Christian Food Pantry and/
or a Free Will monetary offering to benefit Catholic Relief
Services Rice Bowl Program. Social Distancing and Masks
are required for the Mass and the Presentation. Free
bottled water will be available for all to take into church
for the presentation. No food is allowed.

The Men of Christ (TMIY) group of Blessed Trinity
and St. John Evangelist is sponsoring the Annual Men of
Christ 2021 Conference. All Men from the Sheboygan
Area parishes are invited. Masks and social distancing
required.
WHAT: Men of Christ 2021 Conference- "Encouraging
Men to Stand Strong During Trying Times"
WHERE: Blessed Trinity-Sheboygan Falls
WHEN: 8:00 am-12:00 pm
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8:00 am Mass
8:45 am Announcements
9:00 am Kevin Obrien- Opening Remarks
9:15 am Jason Jones- Pro Life Speaker
9:55 am Examination of Conscience
10:00 am Chris Steffanick- Real Life Speaker
10:40 am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament,
Benediction (if Priest available)
11:00 am Archbishop Listecki- Reflection
11:45 am Local Speaker, priest, religious, or
seminarian- if available.
12:00 pm concluding prayers

Contact Mark Weber 920-980-2112 or Tim Woodworth at
parish office option of live stream available upon
request

SHEBOYGAN FALLS FOOD PANTRY: Bring your non
perishable food items to the multipurpose room. They are taken to
the Sheboygan Falls Food Pantry on Monday, MARCH 8 at 9:30
am by Mel & Lorrie Free and Rita Romanoski. Right now, they are in special
need of paper products including bathroom tissue, paper towels, and
napkins. Thank you to everyone who has continued to donated to help those
less fortunate.

FLOCKNOTE: Communication is the key to a healthy parish.
During the pandemic, it became apparent that this is more
important than ever. To sign up, text JOINSJE to 84576. If you have issues, please contact the
parish office at 920-452-9623.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
Sunday, February 28, 2021 St. Polycarp, bishop & martyr (c. 69-155) Polycarp, bishop
of Smyrna, was a leader of the second generation of Christians. He was a disciple of
the apostle John and friend of Ignatius of Antioch, who visited him while journeying to
martyrdom in Rome. Martyred for his faith, he is one of the Fathers of the early Church. May
we be encouraged to witness to our faith and follow his advice to “stand fast and follow the
example of the Lord…helping each other…despising no one.” (The Feast is celebrated on
February 23.)

Return to Mass Guidelines (Updated 12/06/2020):
We are currently in Phase II of the Catholic Comeback. Please see the guidelines below for
weekend Masses. As we move through the phases, updates will be provided. Thank you for your
understanding. If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Joe or the Parish Office.
Prior to Mass/Entering Church:
 Only the canopy doors will be unlocked. Doors will be propped open so that the minimal
number of people will need to touch them.
 There will be prayer sheets available from the ushers. Please leave the prayer sheet in the pews.
We will collect them Monday morning and dispose of them.
 There will be hand sanitizer available at the entrance. Please use it when entering.
 Please see an usher who will help with seating. Attendance is limited to maintain social
distancing (6 feet apart, unless part of the same household) in relation to church capacity so
seating as many people within guidelines is important.
Offertory Collection:
 Ushers will be wearing masks and gloves while taking the collection.
 A basket will be placed in the gathering space to drop your envelope if you would prefer to not
place it in the collection basket.
 Collection baskets with handles will be used. Baskets will not be passed down the pew.
Communion:
 Communion will be distributed by Father Joe only and one lay distributor in the back.
 Communion can be taken in the hand only. No precious blood will be distributed.
 Please keep a distance of 6 feet away when coming to the front for communion. This is
approximately a pew between people.
 There will be hand sanitizer available for use prior to receiving communion.
Conclusion of Mass/Leaving church:
 Ushers will lead in an orderly dismissal of pews.
 There will be no congregating in the gathering space.

General Information:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

In accordance with the orders from the State of Wisconsin, face masks are now required during
Mass. There will be limited masks available at the entrance to church. If possible, please bring
your own.
Daily Mass Schedule at St. John Evangelist is: Wednesday and Friday mornings at 7:00 am. Daily
Mass Schedule at Blessed Trinity is: Thursday mornings at 9:00 am.
It will be the responsibility of those who are capable and not prohibited by other circumstances
(see next bullet point) to attend Sunday Mass. Those who deliberately fail to attend Sunday Mass
commit a grave sin. Fear of getting sick, in and of itself, does not excuse someone from the
obligation.
If a person is ill, especially during this pandemic, they should remain at home. Likewise, if a
person is at risk because of age, underlying medical conditions or a compromised immune
system, one would be excused from the obligation. If a person is caring for a sick person, even if
they are not sick, they would be excused from the obligation out of charity.
It is up to each individual to weigh their own circumstances through an examination of their
conscience and determine, by use of their conscience, whether or not they are excused from
the Sunday obligation. Remember, a well-formed conscience is upright and truthful.
No physical contact during the Sign of Peace is allowed.
No holding hands during the Our Father.
Parishioners are advised to wash their clothes following Mass.
Masses will continue to be recorded and on Zach Holzer’s Youtube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8XFpHGxmYHOKLhblusIopg

