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WELCOME to ST. JOHN 
EVANGELIST PARISH 

 

DECEMBER 26, 2021 THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

MASS INTENTIONS 
December 25 

December 25 

December 25 

 

December 26 

December 26 

December 28 

December 29 

December 30 

December 31 

January 1 

 

January 1 

January 2 

January 2 

 

Blessed Trinity 

St. John’s 

Blessed Trinity 

 

St. John’s 

Blessed Trinity 

Blessed Trinity 

St. John’s  

Blessed Trinity 

St. John’s 

Blessed Trinity 

 

St. John’s 

St. John’s 

Blessed Trinity 

 

7:30 am 

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

 

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

9:00 am 

7:00 am 

9:00 am 

7:00 am 

4:00 pm 

 

5:30 pm 

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

 

Sunday 

Sunday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Sunday 

 

†Mary Eppers by Sandy Jordan 

†Frank Plesetz by Kathy & Family 

†Nancy Perronne by Evonne McCoy, †Kitty 

Lynne Klich by Family 

†Joe Ehren by K & S Schmeling 

Mass for Parishioners 

†Bill Heimerl by Judy Heimerl 

†Ted & Phyllis Biskup 

†Clara Weyker by John & Lisa Reiter 

†Edward McKelvey by Ken &Lori Udovich 

†Deacon Sy Regan by Jim & Sandy Jordan, 

†Lori Pribek by Steve & Kim Harder 

†Kendra Versey by Versey Family 

Mass for Parishioners 

†Nora Salata by Tim & Cathy George, †Mary 

Alice Schleicher by Marcia Schleicher 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD:   Is 

celebrated on January 1, 2022. This Holy Day celebrates 

Mary’s faith and trust in God alone. The Church wants 

us to imitate her faith. Due to the fact that the Holy Day 

falls on a Saturday, it is not a Holy Day of Obligation this 

year. 

PARISH OFFICE 

Hours: Monday–Friday  7:30 - 

3:30 PM 

600 Green Tree Road,  

Kohler WI 53044  

Telephone……….….(920) 452-9623 

Emergency Phone...(920) 287-8235 

Email…………...stjohnev@btsje.org 

Website…………....stjohnkohler.org 

Facebook…..facebook.com/btsje 

Please contact the Parish Office to: 

1. Join the Parish 

2. Schedule a Baptism 

3. Schedule a Mass Intention 

4. Any other questions or concerns 

IMPORTANT MASS INFORMATION: There will be 

NO 4:00 pm Mass at Blessed Trinity or 5:30 pm Mass at St. 

John Evangelist on Saturday, December 25 due to 

Christmas. 

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED: On Friday, 

December 24 and Monday, December 27 in observance 

of Christmas. The office will also be closed on Friday, 

December 31 in observance of New Years. *When the 
parish office is closed, the church will also be locked.* 
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FINANCIAL: DECEMBER 18/19: 
Collection: (contribution envelopes, 

electronic giving and loose offering): 

$19,830.00. 

WELCOME TO THE PARISH:  
Please welcome David & 

Jeannie LaFata and children 

Liam & Emma to the St. John 

Evangelist Parish family. 

WINE & HOSTS: In Loving Memory of the Juergen Pietzner by the Pietzner & Niemann 

Families. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  
There will be NO Reconciliation offered on 

Saturday, December 25 or Saturday, 

January 1, 2022. 

Christmas is Here!: 
 

Christmas, the Celebration  of the Birth of Jesus is here!  With all  the 

emphasis on material goods, shopping and gift-giving at Christmas, 

many Catholic families search for ways to keep Jesus in focus, not 

only on Christmas Day itself but during the days that follow. Here are 

some ways to help keep Christ in Christmas. The activities cost very 

little, and the rewards can be priceless!  

 

Have a Birthday Party for Jesus. Sometime during the Christmas season have a traditional 

birthday party. Use your favorite cake mix. Invite the children to cover the cake in white icing and 

use a small tube of icing to print the words, “Happy Birthday Jesus.” Serve the cake after the 

birthday dinner. Make Jesus the guest of honor! 

Watch “A Charlie Brown Christmas” Together.  This Christmas classic has a strong message of 

faith. And while you watch, pay attention to Linus. See what he does with his blanket and discuss 

it. 

Go to see a Christmas Light Display. Spend some time looking at the lights in your neighborhood, 

especially for those that include the religious nature of Christmas. 

Gather around the Nativity Set. Read the story of the Birth of Jesus (Luke 2:1-20). Discuss the 

people and animals that were in the story and the environment 

Put Some Molding Clay on a Table.  Ask the children to mold some of the animals that may have 

been present at Jesus’ birth, such as donkeys and sheep. Display for family and friends to enjoy. 

Go to a Grocery Store.  Ask the children to pick out some can goods to buy for needy children. 

Drop the bag of food off at Church or a local Food  

Make a Sweet Tree.  Place red gumdrops or small white marshmallows on toothpicks. Stick them 

in a green Styrofoam cone. Give it to someone for a special treat. 

Visit a Library.  Look up information on Christmas customs in various countries, such as Ireland and 

Poland. Try a craft or recipe at home. 

Make Holiday Sandwiches for Lunch.  Use cookie cutters or cut bread in Christmas symbols. Put a 

favorite sandwich spread on the bread.  

 

At the end of the week, gather the family and make a list of the Christmas week activities that 

your family has done.  When the list is completed, everybody can take pleasure and be proud of 

keeping Christ in Christmas!  HAVE A PEACEFUL & JOYFUL CHRISTMAS SEASON! 

~Jeanne Bitkers, Director of Religious Education 4K-Grade 6, jeanne@btsje.org; 920-452-9623 

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS: All 2021 

contributions must be at the parish office by 

Friday, December 31. If you have any 

questions about your contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
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BORN TO ETERNAL LIFE: Antonia Stark 

passed away on December 14. A 

private family service will be held. 

Please keep Antonia and her family in 

your prayers. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE GRADES 7 - 12:  
 

Happy Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph!! Our Christmas 

JOY at Jesus’ birth spills over into eight days of celebration, appropriately 

called the “Christmas Octave!”  The rest of the world may move on from 

Christmas, but for us Catholics, we continue to “rejoice and again I say 

rejoice” (Phil. 4:4) until the Baptism of our Lord on Jan. 9, 2022, when our 

Christmas season ends, although for some in the Church, the celebration of 

Christmas continues for 40 days until the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 

on February 2!!  God ALWAYS has a way of putting “extra” before “ordinary” 

so trust Him to amaze and provide for you and He will and does!!  A few 

years ago,  while praying before a creche in Holy Name of Jesus church in 

Sheboygan, a thought came to me that “the danger of being a stranger at the manger, is that 

you become un…..stable!!” Someone who knew this and lived it, is St. John the Evangelist, our 

parish patron, whose feast we celebrate on Monday, Dec. 27.  He was one of the Twelve apostles 

and was the only one not to be martyred.  Scholars assert this is because he was the only Apostle 

at the foot of the Cross and after Jesus died, he took Mary into his home and provided for 

her.  The lesson from St. John’s example, is for us to stay close to Jesus, even in times of suffering 

and great sorrow and to stay close to our Blessed Mother Mary, then we won’t be 

“unstable!”  From all of us at 7-12 grade Religious Education, keep having an “extraordinary” 

Christmas season and see you at Mass!! 

~ Teresa Bettag, Director of Religious Education Grades 7 - 12, teresab@btsje.org 

CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT MASS:  
To the parents of our young children, may we 

suggest….Relax! God put the wiggle in 

children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in 

God’s House. 

 Sit towards the front where it is easier to see 

and hear. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the Mass. 

 Use the “My Mass Books” which are 

conveniently located in the hymnal 

pockets. 

 Sing the songs, pray, and say the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior 

by copying you. 

 If you need to leave Mass with your child, please feel free to do so, but 

please come back. 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the 

way they respond to the church, to God, and to Jesus Christ. Let them know 

that they are at home in this liturgical gathering. 

The Mission Society: will NOT 

meet on Tuesday December  

28.  Quilting activities will resume 

on Jan. 4, 2021. Have a safe and blessed 

Christmas.”  
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE:  
 
“O God, who seeing the human race fallen into death, willed to redeem it 

by the coming of your Only Begotten Son, grant, we pray, that those who 

confess his Incarnation with humble fervor may merit his company as their 

Redeemer.” (Taken from the Collect or Opening Prayer of Wednesday, 

December 22) 

 

I would love to wish each one of you a Prayerful and Merry Christmas. May 

the Peace and Joy of Christ Jesus stay with you all the days of your lives. 

 

The sad episodes of COVID-19 and its variants are so real that they affect us in one way or 

other. The Story of Christmas and Emmanuel mystery (God is with us) may help us to 

negotiate through these hard and uncertain times. 

 

I would like to thank you for all the wonderful things you do for our parish communities. 

Thank you for all prayers and financial support. 

 

I appreciate and express my gratitude for your prayerful support, kind words and gifts. 

 

Merry Christmas everyone, 
 
Fr. Joe 

Christmas Mass for the Homebound:   
Homebound Catholics unable to attend Christmas Mass at their parish this year may tune in 

to one of the following stations: 

  

Christmas Eve-December 24  

• Relevant Radio (100.1 FM/1640 AM): 12:30 PM-2:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass from the 

Vatican (courtesy Vatican Radio) 

  

Christmas Day-December 25  

• Fox 6 TV, Channel 6: 5:00 AM Christmas Mass (Heart of the Nation) 

• WVTV My24. Channel 24: 7:00 AM & 9:30 AM Christmas Mass (Heart of the Nation) 

• Relevant Radio (100.1 FM/1640 AM): 6:00 AM, 12:00 PM, & 7:30 PM Christmas Mass (Heart of 

the Nation) 

 

Please note: For those who can get to Church, these TV/radio liturgies, and any other Live-

Streamed or televised Masses, do not meet Christmas Mass or Sunday Mass obligations.   

“MY MASS BOOK” FOR CHILDREN: After getting some inquires, we have ordered 

additional “My Mass Books” for parishioners and guests to 

purchase.  The books can be given to children of any age but were 

specifically written for those who are approximately 5-10 years 

old.  To cover the cost of the book and shipping we are requesting 

a $7.00 donation per book.  Please contact Jeanne Bitkers at 

jeanne@btsje.org or the parish office if you would like to purchase 

one or more of these books to give as gifts or for your own child.  
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2022 CALENDARS: Are now available 

on the table under the bulletin board in 

the gathering space. There are 2 different 

calendars to choose from. Please take as 

many as you need. 

LET’S TALK: St. Anne Society’s 

Wednesday morning coffee gatherings 

(Let’s Talk!) will resume on January 

5th.  Please join us as we get together for 

casual conversations, coffee, and 

friendship in the Church Hall at 9:00 

a.m.  All are welcome! 

WESTERN KENTUCKY TORNADO 
RELIEF APPEAL: We will continue to 

take donations for 

Catholic Charities 

of the Diocese of 

Owensboro for 

those affected by 

the devastating 

t o r n a d o  t h a t 

destroyed property 

and lives in Western 

Kentucky. Please place your donations in 

the regular collection basket the next 

two weekends. If you are writing a 

check, please make it out to St. John’s 

and put “Tornado Appeal” in the memo 

line. Our prayers go out to all those 

affected by these tornados. Thank you 

for your generosity. 
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FOOD PANTRY: Please 

bring your non perishable food 

items to the multipurpose room 

by Sunday, January 2. Please 

do not bring any  paper 

products including bathroom tissue, 

paper towels, and napkins or pasta and 

pasta sauce. Donations will be delivered 

to the Sheboygan Falls Food Pantry on 

Monday, January 3 by 9:30 am by Paul & 

Celeste Nugent and Matt & Jennifer 

Walton . Thank you to everyone who has 

donated and to all the people who have 

taken the donation this past year. 

PARISH SOCIAL: There will be a Parish 

Social on Sunday, January 9 

immediately following the 

9:00 am Mass. Please stop by 

for a sweet treat and coffee. 

The social is hosted by the 

Pastoral Council.  

LIFE IS MESSY:  An anonymous 

donor has graciously 

donated books again 

this Christmas. The 

book, Life is Messy by 

Matthew Kelly, is part 

of the Dynamic 

Catholic Series.  Books 

will be available at the rear of the 

church (canopy entrance) and 

distributed by Ushers after Mass.  They 

will be available on the table under the 

bulletin board in the Gathering Space 

beginning with the Sunday Mass on 

December 26.  Please take only one 

per family. 
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