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WELCOME to ST. JOHN 
EVANGELIST PARISH 

 

APRIL 23, 2023 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  
MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday ...............................................................5:30 pm 

Sunday .................................................................9:00 am 

Wednesday & Friday .........................................7:00 am 

1st Friday-Pine Haven .........................................10:00 am 

2nd Friday-Prairie Crossing ................................10:00 am 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Hours: Monday–Friday  7:30 - 3:30 PM 

601 Valley  Road, Kohler WI 53044  

Telephone ....................................... (920) 452-9623 

Email ................................................ stjohnev@btsje.org 

Website ........................................... stjohnkohler.org 
 

Please contact the Parish Office to: 

1. Join the Parish 

2. Schedule a Baptism 

3. Schedule a Mass Intention 

4. Any other questions or concerns 
 

PARISH STAFF: 

Administrator: Rev. Jonathon Schmeckel  

  Phone: 920-452-9623 ext. 206 

 Anointing or Emergency: 920-550-1145 

Parish Administrative Assistant:  

 Gretchen Free 920-452-9623 ext. 201 

Director of Liturgy & Music:  

 Zach Holzer E-Mail: zach@btsje.org 

Directors of Religious Education:  

 Jeanne Bitkers (Gr. 4K-6) 

        Phone: 920-452-9623 ext. 220 

        E-Mail: jeanne@btsje.org 

  Teresa Bettag (Gr. 7-12) 

         Phone: 920-452-9623 ext. 218 

         E-Mail: teresab@btsje.org 

Co-Directors of Catholic Life Center:  

 John O’Dell E-Mail: john@btsje.org 

 Mary Waitkus E-Mail: maryw@btsje.org 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL: 

Finance Council Chair ........................ Rob Wenberg 

  Bob Goldsmith                         Ryan Kuhn 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL:  

   Chairperson....................................... Bridgitt Zielke 

   Vice Chairperson .............................. Steve O’Neil 

   Rich Tauferner                        Peter Bustos 

   Tracy Kissel                             Norma Horne 

   Jenny Roatch 

    

Trustees:  Toni Sarafin, Trustee Treasurer 

                Michael Pellegrino, Trustee Secretary 

 

PRAY THE ROSARY DURING THE WEEK: 

Wednesday & Friday at 6:40 am 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

1st Fridays-6:00  - 6:45 am St. John Evangelist 

Sundays 8:00 - 8;45 am St. John Evangelist 

1st & 2nd Saturdays-3 :00 pm-Blessed Trinity 

3rd, 4th & 5th Saturdays-3:00 pm-St. John Evangelist 

LAY MINISTERS FOR APRIL 29/30 

MASSES Saturday, 5:30 pm Sunday, 9:00 am 

Lectors Angela Bustos Charlotte Bullard 

Paul Garni 

Servers  Ben Burris 

Sophia Hogan 

 

Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 

Communion 

 Rich Tauferner 

Ushers Volunteer 

Volunteer 

Aaron Justinger 

Rob Holzrichter 

Sacristan Diane Torke Nick Cinquepalmi 

Greeters Volunteer Lynn Justinger 

mailto:stjohnev@btsje.org
mailto:zach@btsje.org
mailto:jeanne@btsje.org
mailto:teresab@btsje.org
mailto:john@btsje.org
mailto:maryw@btsje.org


2 From Father Schmeckel:  

As we continue through the Easter season, on most Sundays, we will profess our 

faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. This is an option that is 

particularly encouraged in the Easter Season. You will notice that it is a little 

shorter than the Nicene Creed, but professes the same faith in God. One of the 

particular differences is that we say that after Jesus died and was buried he 

“descended into hell”. What does it mean for us to say that Jesus descended 

into hell?  I suspect this is one of the most frequently asked questions that priests 

receive. 

 

Here is what the Catechism of the Catholic Church says about this: 

Jesus, like all men, experienced death and in his soul joined the others in the realm of the 

dead. But he descended there as Savior, proclaiming the Good News to the spirits imprisoned 

there. (CCC 632) 

 

Jesus went to the realm of the dead to announce life to all those who had died before Jesus had 

died on the Cross to save souls. In the summary part of the Catechism, it says this: 

 

In his human soul united to his divine person, the dead Christ went down to the realm of the dead. 

He opened heaven’s gates for the just who had gone before him. (CCC 637) 

If you have been to Mass at Blessed Trinity Parish during this Easter season you will notice that we did 

not put the resurrected form of Jesus on the Cross this year. It is important for us to remember, at all 

times of the year, that the Mass is the re-presentation of the one sacrifice that Jesus offered on the 

Cross. As we look for ways to deepen our belief in the Eucharist, the Crucifix reminds us of the 

sacrificial nature of the Mass. The Mass isn’t just a quaint set of rituals and nice music but it draws us 

back to Good Friday when our Lord died on the Cross. 

 

As contemporary Christians, we sometimes forget that the Crucifix is not a sad and depressing 

reminder, but a sign of triumph and glory. Saint Paul writes in his letter to the Corinthians that Jesus 

humbled himself and was “obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” He goes on to 

say that because of his death on the Cross, “God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the 

name which is above every name…” (See Phil 2:6-11) The Cross reminds us of Jesus’ triumph, glory, 

and most significantly, His love for you and me. 

 

All that being said, I am looking into a good place for us to permanently display our beautiful image 

of the resurrected Jesus to help point us to our hope in the Resurrection. 

If you’re going to Mass at Saint John Evangelist Parish, I strongly encourage you to take some time to 

look at our stained-glass windows that depict scenes of the Resurrection. The large window in the 

gathering space shows John at the empty tomb. Inside the church, on the rear left side, you will see 

the Resurrection, itself with Peter, John, and Mary Magdalen.  Spend some time praying with and 

looking at these images to help you hear and listen to the Easter stories at Mass in a deeper way! 

This weekend at Saint John, we kick off the public phase of the Love One Another campaign!  This is 

a great opportunity for our parish to invest in formational opportunities for our youth and adults; 

make some needed upgrades to our parish kitchen; and undertake many other buildings 

improvements and maintenance projects. I encourage all St. John parishioners who have not 

already contributed to prayerfully consider giving to the campaign and to continue to pray for its 

success in our parish and throughout the Archdiocese! May God reward you for your generosity.  



3 MASS INTENTIONS 

April 22 

 

April 22 

April 23 

April 23 

 

April 25 

April 26 

April 27 

April 28 

April 29 

 

April 29 

April 30 

 

April 30 

Saturday 

 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Sunday 

 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

 

Saturday 

Sunday 

 

Sunday 

Blessed Trinity 

 

St. John’s 

St. John’s  

Blessed Trinity 

 

Blessed Trinity 

St. John’s 

Blessed Trinity 

St. John’s 

Blessed Trinity 

 

St. John’s 

St. John’s 

 

Blessed Trinity 

4:00 pm 

 

5:30 pm 

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

 

9:00 am 

7:00 am 

9:00 am 

7:00 am 

4:00 pm 

 

5:30 pm 

9:00 am 
 

10:30 am 

†Sylvester & Eleanora Regan by Regan Family 

Trust, †Brian Woveras by Family 

Mass for Parishioners 

†Patricia Makoutz by Makoutz Family 

†Wally Dobrzynski by Family, †Warren & 

Rosemary Eigenberger by Paul & Jessica 

Special Intention for Olivia by Mom & Dad 

†George Mott by Benishek Family 

†Joan Schmid by Del Brock 

†Fr. Louis Wilimek  

†William, Emily, & Karen Plate by Randy & Ann 

Reineking, †Alfred & Rita Grusznski by Children 

†Gerry Everly by Pellegrino Family 

Special Intention for the First Communion 

Students 

Mass for Parishioners 

MASS BEFORE/AFTER MASS SUMMER 
SCHEDULE: Our 7-12th grade Director of 

Religious Education, Mrs. Teresa Bettag, is 

continuing the class before/after Mass again this 

summer! Please mark your calendars for talks on: 

 The beauty of our church, complete with a 

church tour on Sunday, June 11 after the 9:00 

am Mass.   

 A presentation on the Catholic founding of 

America on Saturday, July 8 from 4:00 - 5:15 

pm, before the 5:30 pm Vigil Mass, 

 A “walk through the Holy sites” with Susan 

Vavra on Sunday, August 13 after the 9:00 

am Mass.   

Come one, come all, tell some friends and look 

forward to seeing you in the gathering space this 

summer.  Lifelong learning is fun!!  

APRIL WINE & HOSTS: In Memory of 

Jerome Fuhrmann by Dian Fuhrmann and 

Family 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT: This past weekend, 

seven of our St. John Evangelist Parish 11th grade 

Confirmands, their teacher and DRE, went on an 

overnight retreat to Mt. Tabor Center in Menasha, WI. 

along with their 11th grade Confirmands from Blessed 

Trinity Parish.  The retreat was led by Spiritus missionaries 

and included time for prayer, reflection, witness talks and 

discussion, as well as some time for fun and 

friendship.  Our time together concluded with 5:30 pm 

Mass at St. John Evangelist Parish.  Please keep these 

young people in your prayers as they continue to 

prepare to receive this Sacrament of mission in October. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 22 

 12:00 pm  AA Meeting    

    Church hall 

 3:00 pm  Reconciliation 

 5:30 pm  Mass  

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 23 

 8:00 - 8:45 am Reconciliation 

 9:00 am  Mass  (Choir Sings) 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 

 8:30 - 11:00 am Mission Society 

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 

 7:00 am  Mass 

 3:30 - 4:45 pm SEEDs Program 

    4K - Grade 6 

 5:30 pm  Finance Council 

    Classroom #8 

 6:30 pm  Pastoral Council 

    Conference Room 

 
THURSDAY, APRIL 27 

 2:00 - 3:00 pm Bible Study 

    Church Hall 
FRIDAY, APRIL 28 

 7:00 am  Mass 

  
SATURDAY, APRIL 29 

 12:00 pm  AA Meeting 

    Church hall 

 3:00 pm  Reconciliation 

 5:30 pm   Mass 

  
SUNDAY, APRIL 30 

 8:00 - 8:45 am Reconciliation 

 9:00 am   Mass  (Choir sings) 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

CHILDREN’S ITEMS: There 

will be a number of children’s 

toys in the Gathering Space 

beginning this weekend which 

are free for the taking. Any toys 

remaining on Monday, April 24 will be 

donated to St. Vincent de Paul.  

BORN TO ETERNAL 
LIFE: Hermine Grasse 

passed away on Saturday, 

April 8. A private Funeral 

Mass will be held at St. John 

Evangelist Parish. Please 

remember Hermine and her family in your 

prayers. 

2023 CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP 
APPEAL: The 2023 

Catholic Stewardship 

Appeal kicked off in 

February. As of March 

2023, St. John Evangelist 

Parishioners have donated $16,995.00 

towards our goal of $35,190.00. This is 

48.29% of our goal from 50 donors. If you 

have not had a chance to donate as 

yet, there are envelopes in the kiosk as 

well at the entrances of church. Thank 

you to everyone who has already 

donated to the 2023 Catholic 

Stewardship Appeal.  

T H E  S A C R A M E N T  O F 
RECONCILIATION: Will be offered at 

St. John Evangelist Parish on Saturday, 

April 29 at 3:00 pm and  Sunday, April 30 

from 8:00 - 8:45 am. 

FINANCIAL: APRIL 15/16: Collection: 

(contribution envelopes, electronic giving 

and loose offering): $9,174.61. 
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The St John Evangelist Catholic Church First Eucharist Preparation Retreat was held on 

Wednesday April 12th this year.  The 14 children preparing for First Communion, together 

with their parents, spent time together touring the Church with Fr. Schmeckel, learning with 

their teachers, Patti Wenberg and Susan Vavra and creating First Communion banners 

together.  These children will receive First Communion here at St. John’s Parish on  Sunday 

April 30th at the 9:00 AM Mass.  Please keep them and their parents in your prayers. 

Religious Education 4K-Grade 6 Spring 2023 SEEDS Program: 
Families with children who are currently in Grades 4K-Grade 6 are invited to 

enroll in a special OPTIONAL Multi-Age After-School Faith Formation (Religious 

Education) Program on Wednesday afternoons in May from 3:30 until 4:45 PM 

here at St. John Evangelist Parish.  Registration forms can be found on the 

parish website and on the table in the Gathering Space. For more information 

or to register by phone or e-mail please contact:  Jeanne Bitkers, Director of Religious 

Education 4K-Grade 6 at jeanne@btsje.org  or call the parish office 920-452-9623.  
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St. John's Human Concerns-Social Justice Committee Updates: 
• 2023 LENTEN ALMSGIVING INITIATIVE (SOCIEDAD AMIGOS DE LOS NINOS) SOCIETY FOR 

THE FRIENDS OF CHILDREN: Thank you to St. John Evangelist and Blessed Trinity 

Parishioners and visitors for contributing to this year’s Lenten Almsgiving project. Total 

donations to date: $16,303.00 

 
• Human Concerns Social Justice Committee members will once again be serving an 

"Emmaus Meal" on Saturday, May 11th from '10:30 am to about 1:30 pm. They are seeking 

volunteers to help serve that Meal (held at St. Luke's Methodist Church, 623 Ontario Avenue, 

Sheboygan) and/or provide bars for desserts.  If you are available to bake or offer a few 

volunteer hours, please contact John/Karen Egan (920-452-7632) or sign up on the board at 

the Church in the Gathering Space area.  This is a great opportunity to get involved with St. 

John's Community. 

~John Egan, Co-Chair of the Human Concerns Social Justice Committee and to help those in 

need.  

K N I G H T S  O F 
C O L U M B U S 
TOOTSIE ROLL 
D R I V E :  N e x t 

weekend (April 29/30), 

the Blessed Trinity’s 

Knights of Columbus 

will be selling tootsie 

rolls at the Masses.   

ROSARY LEADER 
NEEDED: We are in 

need of Rosary leaders 

for the month of May. 

The rosary is recited 20 

minutes prior to the 

weekend M asses . 

Please contact Rich 

Tauferner at 920-918-

5066 to volunteer to 

lead the Rosary before 

one or more of these 

Masses.  
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SAFEGUARDING ALL GOD’S CHILDREN: 
Safe environment education training sessions are 

conducted both in person and virtually. Go to: 
https://www.archmil.org/offices/safeguarding/

Safeguarding-Events.htm  to view a list of dates 

available and to register. All volunteers that work 

with children need to attend a Safeguarding class. 

Please take advantage of this online opportunity. 

You only need to take the class once. Any 

questions? Please contact the parish office at 

stjohnev@btsje.org or 920-452-9623. 

Safe Environment Week - April 23 - 29, 2023 

A PRAYER FOR HEALING VICTIMS OF 
ABUSE: 

God of endless love,  

ever caring, ever strong, 

always present, always just: 

You gave your only Son 

to save us by his blood on the cross. 

 

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, 

join to your own suffering 

the pain of all who have been hurt 

in body, mind, and spirit 

by those who betrayed the trust placed in them. 

 

Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters 

who have been gravely harmed, 

and the cries of those who love them.  

Soothe their restless hearts with hope,  

steady their shaken spirits with faith.  

Grant them justice for their cause,  

enlightened by your truth.  

 

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,  

heal your people’s wounds 

and transform brokenness into wholeness.  

Grant us the courage and wisdom,  

humility and grace, to act with justice.  

Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors. 

Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace 

in justice.  

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Copyright © 2014, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

Washington, DC  

SAFE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM 
DID YOU KNOW….  
 

Did you know….In the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee, a Diocesan Review Board 

reviews allegations against clergy 

involving abuse of a minor and serves 

as an instrument to help hold our 

diocese accountable. 

 

Did you know…. In 2022 in the 

A r c h d i o c e s e ,  o v e r  1 8 0  S a f e 

Environment Education Sessions were 

conducted with over 3,800 adults 

trained, over 7,700 criminal background 

checks were conducted, and over 

40,000 children were trained in Safe 

Environment topics. 

 

Did you know….All clergy, employees 

and volunteers are instructed to 

contact local law enforcement or Child 

Protective Services immediately if they 

are made aware of a child being 

sexually abused, 

 

Did you know….The Archdiocese has a 

Victim Assistance Coordinator that has 

assisted survivors of sexual abuse 

navigate through the process of 

reporting abuse and receiving 

counsel ing services. The Victim 

Assistance Coordinator can be 

reached at 414-758-2232. 

 

Did you know….No priest or deacon 

with a substantiated allegation of sexual 

abuse of a minor can or will ever serve 

as a priest or deacon in the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

 
Did you know….All clergy, employees, 

and volunteers are required to meet all of 

the requirements of safe environment 

certification. Certification is required prior 

to beginning ministry and every five years. 
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The Catholic Life Center  
 

 Mission: “To engage and unite our intergenerational faith  
community in learning and fellowship.” 

 

Sponsoring parishes: St. John Evangelist, Kohler and Blessed Trinity, Sheboygan Falls 
Contacts: John O’Dell, Co-Director, 920-467-4616, ext. 315 and  

Mary Waitkus, Co-Director, 920-467-4616, ext. 314   

May 2023 

COVID Update: Masks are optional.  
Please do not attend if you are not feeling well. 

www.blessedtrinitysheboyganfalls.org/CLC 

 

The Sacraments by Bishop Barron (Cont.) 
May 3, 10, 17 & 24 

Wednesdays, 10:00-11:00 am, CLC-Meeting Room 
 

May 3  The Eucharist 
May 10 Reconciliation 
May 17 The Anointing of the Sick 
May 24 Matrimony & Holy Orders 

 

“In this follow-up to The Mass, Bishop Barron takes a fresh look at the great sacraments of the 
Church in all their theological depth, spiritual effects, and pastoral promise. The Sacraments will help 
you understand these signs and channels of grace and discover the secret behind their persistence 
down the ages; the presence and power of the Savior himself.” Join us for the videos and discussion. 
 

**Register with Mary at maryw@btsje.org or 920-467-4616, Ext. 314. 

Health and Wellness Tuesdays 
10:00-11:00 am 

 

 

 

April 25 May Basket Service Project for Pine Haven, CLC-Meeting Room 

May 2  Health & Wellness Discussion: Walking Aids, CLC-Meeting Room 

   Do you know the clues for needing a walker or a cane?  

   Join us for this important discussion. 

May 9  Coloring for Relaxation, no supplies required, CLC-Meeting Room 

May 16 Rogers Behavioral Health and the Power of Gratitude, SJE-Church Hall 

   Dione Knop, Outreach Representative for Rogers Behavioral Health will talk 

   about the different types of programs and services they offer. She will also 

   explain the unique Supportive Living program that Sheboygan has. She will 

   then talk about the power of gratitude and the impact it can have to lessen 

   depression and anxiety in daily life.  

May 23 No meeting due to County Adult Faith Formation Meeting, CLC-Meeting Room 

May 30 “Celebrate Summer” Coffee Social, CLC-Meeting Room 

 

*Register with Mary by the Friday before each event at maryw@btsje.org or 920-467-4616, Ext. 314.  
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Afternoon at the Movies 
Featuring the film, Singing in the Rain 

 

This musical comedy from 1952 celebrates 1920s Hollywood as it 
introduced sound to silent films. A classic Hollywood musical. 

 

Wednesday, May 10 from 1:30-3:30 pm in the CLC-Meeting Room 

First Friday and Second Thursday Coffee 
 

Friday, May 5 after the 7:00 am Mass at SJE in the Gathering Space 

Thursday, May 11 after the 9:00 am Mass at BT in the CLC-Meeting Room 

Check Out These Groups at St. John Evangelist 
 

Mother’s Group – for activities, friendship and support. 

Bible Study – Thursdays from 2:00-3:00 pm, SJE-Lower Level Conference Room  
 

Please contact Mary at maryw@btsje.org or 920-467-4616, Ext. 314 to sign up or for more details. 

Walk the Walk…Our adult walking program is held every Tuesday and Thursday from 

7:30-8:30 am in the old school gym on the 3rd floor at Blessed Trinity. Led by Diane Hart/SJE 
member. Any questions, call Mary at the Catholic Life Center at 920-467-4616, Ext. 314. 

BT/SJE Senior Singles 55+ Group 
 

Are you over 55 and want to socialize with like-situated individuals? The next event is 
Board Games on Friday, May 5, from 10:00-11:00 am in the Catholic Life Center Meeting 
Room. Bring your favorite game if you wish! 
 
 

Please contact Mary at maryw@btsje.org or 920-467-4616, Ext. 314 to sign up or for more details 
and watch the bulletin for future events. 

Enrich Your Sunday  
First and Third Sundays of the Month 

After 9:00 am Mass, 10:15-11:00 am 
   St. John Evangelist’s School Classroom 
 
 

 May 7  Cancelled due to SJE Event 
 May 21 The Paschal Mystery: Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 
 

Join us for this video and discussion at a convenient time after Mass, with light refreshments.  
We finish by 11:00 am in time for other Sunday plans. 

Summer Potluck Picnic with Games 
Thursday, June 8, 12:00-2:00 pm at the CLC 

Save 
The  

Date! 
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