
 
 

Dear Friends:  

 

Pope Francis likens the stone that sealed the tomb of Jesus to the tombstones of the 

pandemic that “threatens to bury all hope...” But he reminds us that “we are not alone, 

the Lord goes before us on our journey, and removes the stones that paralyze us.  This is 

the hope that no one can take from us. The disciples of Jesus discovered something that we 

are now learning: No one is saved alone.” 

 

Support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal allows us to continue to serve so many in our 

community as you journey with us to bring hope to others. 

 

Through the Catholic Ministries Appeal we support the ministries that help us as we build 

up the Body of Christ, such as Pro-life efforts, formation of seminarians for the priesthood 

and Faith Formation and education of our children and young adults. 

 

We have been working together with our schools to assist the underserved to get much 

needed internet service so that children are able to continue their education and parents can 

work from home. 

 

It helps to support Catholic Charities and our Parish Outreach programs.  Catholic Charities 

meets the needs of Long Island throughout the year, but during times of crisis they are on 

the front lines providing emergency services to those in need; expanding food programs 

and services for seniors who are isolated or homebound.    

 

Our Parish Outreach programs are working diligently to meet the needs of the growing 

demand of families reaching out to them for help. 

 

During this unique time, there are so many ways to bring hope to others.  One way, if you 

are able, is to provide assistance by making a gift to the 2020 Catholic Ministries Appeal.  

Your continued support is critical at this time.  We are so grateful for your generosity and 

commitment. 

 

Please know that you and your family are remembered in my daily prayer and Masses.  

       

 

       Sincerely in Christ, 

                                                                           
       Most Reverend John O. Barres 

       Bishop of Rockville Centre 

 

 


