
January 12, 2020 

 

On Sunday, January 5, a bi-lingual Mass was celebrated at Saint Casimir to celebrate the Feast of the 

Epiphany and the beginning of National Migration Week. Following Mass, gifts were given to the 

children who were present embracing the tradition in many Latin American and European countries 

that children receive gifts recalling the gifts the 3 kings brought to Baby Jesus. Parishioners also shared 

in a Rosca cake or “Kings Cake”. The oval-shaped bread, the “King’s Wreath”, represents the infinite 

circle (no beginning or end) to God’s love. The crystallized dried fruits that are placed around the bread 

symbolize the jewels encrusted in the crowns of the three wise men. A hidden Baby Jesus, in the cake 

recalls when Mary and Joseph had to hide from Herod. Whoever discovers the Baby Jesus is “King for 

the Day” but also has to provide the food for the feast day of Candlemas or the Presentation of the Lord 

on February 2. 



January 26, 2020 

 



 



February 9, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

“If anyone does not wish to have the Immaculata for his Mother, he will not have Christ for his Brother.”-

-Maximilian Kolbe  

 

 

On September 17, 2019, children of our Parish Religious Education Program joined me in prayer as 

we asked the intercession of Our Blessed Mother in the construction of our new parish hall. We prayed 

a Hail Mary and placed a Miraculous Medal in the center of the hall the night before the concrete was 

poured. We asked Our Lady to grace this new space. 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe was a great promoter of the Miraculous Medal. Upon the founding of the Knights 

of the Immaculata, whose intention was to bring all people under God’s care through the intercession 

of the Blessed Mother, Saint Maximilian Kolbe chose the Miraculous Medal as the emblem of his new 

society and was zealous in using it to gain converts. 

I encourage you when you are on the campus on the Church of the Resurrection to look to the front 

doors of our newly named Immaculata Hall. There you will find an image of our Blessed Mother reflected 

in their windows. I am encouraged to know that the prayers of our children were heard, that Saint 

Maximilian Kolbe intercedes to Our Lady on our behalf and that those who enter our appropriately 

named Immaculata Hall will come under Mary’s mantle. 

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 16, 2019 
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February 23, 2020 – A View from the Rectory Window 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 1, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

If you are one of those Catholics who think Lent is merely the past tense of “lend,” you might want to lend an 

ear. Or, rather, an eye. The Catholic Encyclopedia online has a treasure trove of information about the season 

we’ve entered, and there are quite a few surprises.  

First up: the name. “Lent” is actually an ancient Teutonic word that means the season of spring. Evidently, the 

Church Fathers decided that word was catchier (in English) than the Latin quadragesima, which means “forty 

days.” It’s unclear when, exactly, the observance of Lent began, but the earliest record we have dates from the 

400s. But even earlier, St. Irenæus, from the second century, wrote about fasting before Easter. 

Secondly, Lent is actually longer than forty days. The forty days that are counted do not include Saturday or 

Sunday.  

Why forty days? Aside from the strong biblical connections—Christ’s forty days in the desert, Moses’ forty years 

of wandering, Noah’s forty days of rain—there is the prevailing thought that Jesus spent forty hours in the tomb.  

And fasting? For many faiths, the idea of fasting has been around since before the time of Christ. The Lenten fast 

is first mentioned in the fifth century, when a historian wrote: “Some abstain from every creature that has life, 

while others of all the living creatures eat of fish only.” A couple hundred years later, St. Gregory wrote: “We 

abstain from flesh meat, and from all things that come from flesh, as milk, cheese and eggs. 

”Ah. Eggs! The encyclopedia notes: “The general prohibition of eggs and milk during Lent is perpetuated in the 

popular custom of blessing or making gifts of eggs at Easter, and in the English usage of eating pancakes on 

Shrove Tuesday.” (And you thought eggs had something to do with the Easter Bunny.)  

Of course, in the last few decades, many of the customs that were once so familiar to this season have begun to 

disappear. Most people don’t entirely abstain from meat—Church rules only require it on Fridays—and many of 

us give up other things instead. Chocolate and television are two popular choices. (I’d like to see cell phones 

added to the list, too.) And fasting has become easier, too; it now means eating just one full meal. 

Ultimately, I think, fasting during this penitential season is an outward expression of inward conversion. For these 

forty days, we are living in a desert—no “Alleluias” at Mass, no flowers on the altar—and fasting is an example 

of that. By skipping a hamburger or avoiding a candy bar, we make some small sacrifice and express a void 

waiting to be filled. Something is missing. We are hungry—but not merely for food. We hunger for redemption, 

and for the hope that finds fulfillment in an empty tomb. (How ironic that we are filled because of something left 

empty!)  

So, let’s all go hungry, and let’s all go forward, as we journey on through the wilderness. And when we reach our 

destination, on East-er Sunday, please: Pass me the pancakes.  

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 22, 2020 

Statement of Bishop Dennis Sullivan regarding further COVID-19 

restrictions related to the Diocese of Camden spiritual life 

In response to New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy’s decision to limit much of the activity in our state, I have 

made the following decisions related to the spiritual activities of the diocese: 

MASSES 

All public weekday and Sunday Masses be suspended until further notice. Public weekday Masses are not to 

be held even if attendance is fewer than fifty since, generally speaking, it is the older faithful who are most 

vulnerable that usually attend. 

Since the Eucharist is the source and summit of our Christian life, all priests in the Diocese of Camden must 

celebrate Mass privately for the good of the Christian faithful entrusted to their care and in satisfaction of the 

intentions of those who have made an offering for Mass. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS: 

Penance–since confessions are held individually, times may be scheduled as the pastor sees fit for the 

celebration of the Sacrament of Penance. Please call the Parish office for an appointment time. 609-390-0664. 

Lenten Penance Services are to be cancelled. 

Anointing of the Sick–priests will continue to provide the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, but must take 

all necessary germ protection precautions in place at an individual’s home, nursing home or hospital. Please call 

the Parish office at 609-390-0664. 

Church Prayer Time-The Church of the Resurrection will be open from 9:00am-5:00pm, Monday through 

Friday for those that would like to come in and pray. Please keep social distancing and refrain from 

conversation with other worshipers. This is a time for private prayer. 

HOLY WEEK AND SACRED TRIDUUM 

We will keep you posted on any decisions in regard to the celebration of Holy Week as we get information. 

DIOCESAN RESPONSE ASSISTANCE. 

Live Streaming Of The Mass–the Office of Communications developed a list of those parishes that live stream 

Mass. It can be found at camdendiocese.org/live-stream-mass. Also check this bulletin for other TV Mass 

Times. 

Live Streaming of the Stations of the Cross—http://www.catholictv.org/shows/stations-the-cross/stations-the-

cross-shrine-divine-mercy 

Daily Mass Readings can be found at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm 

 

To see the full Statement from Bishop Sullivan please visit: 

https://www.camdendiocese.org/statement-of-bishop-dennis-sullivan-regarding-further-covid-19-restrictions-

related-to-the-diocese-of-camden-spiritual-life/ 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm


March 29, 2020 - The View from the Rectory Window 

 

It’s much quieter outside the rectory window. This past Sunday was the first time in over twenty years that I have 

celebrated a ‘private’ Mass. You were greatly missed by me –yes, absence makes the heart grow fonder, but even 

when we are together I am mindful of how greatly inspired I am by your faithful and devout presence to our parish 

celebrations of the Holy Mass.  

 

I had a rough start with social media as I attempted to live-stream the Sunday Mass on Facebook. Hopefully, by 

the time of your reading, I will have gotten a better handle on the technology and you will join me (via social 

media) for weekday and weekend Masses. 

 

From our Catholic point of view, one of the more direct consequence of the restrictions currently being imposed 

to fight the spread of the virus is the inability to get to Mass on Sunday. Moreover, it’s happening during Lent, 

and there’s the very real prospect that many Catholics may be forced to watch Holy Week liturgies on TV or their 

computers rather than attending in person and receiving the Eucharist. 

 

In light of the restrictions, many pastors and theologians have suggested this may be a good time to dust off the 

traditional concept of “spiritual communion,” meaning a sort of participation in the Mass and the Eucharist for 

people who, for one reason or another, either can’t go to church or who are barred from receiving the Eucharist 

if they do. 

 

In a nutshell, the idea is that the desire to receive the Eucharist is a grace in itself, and, if one offers up that desire 

in prayer to God, it can become an occasion for even greater grace and spiritual growth.Italian Archbishop 

Agostino Marchetto, a former Vatican official and accomplished Church historian, has recommended the 

following prayer to people who aren’t able to receive the Eucharist: 

 

“My Jesus, I believe that you’re present in the Holy Sacrament. I love You above all else, and I desire You in my 

soul. As long as I can’t receive You sacramentally, at least enter spiritually into my soul.”(brief pause to unite 

oneself with Jesus) 

 

“Since you’ve come, I embrace you and unite my entire self with You; don’t let me ever separate myself from 

You.” 

 

I offer you this prayer and the assurance that every Mass I celebrate I lift you and those you love to Our Gracious 

and Merciful Father. My prayer at Mass will be, like the one I have proposed; “I embrace You, My Lord and the 

people of our parish family and I unite myself with You and them; don’t let me ever separate myself from YOU 

and these your people.” 

 

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 26, 2020The View from the Rectory Window 

A letter to all from Pope Francis: Dear friends, good evening! 
 
This evening I have the chance to enter your homes in a different way than usual. If you allow me, I 
would like to have a conversation with you for a few moments, in this time of difficulty and of suffering. 
I can imagine you in your families, living an unusual life to avoid contagion. I am thinking of the liveliness 
of children and young people, who cannot go out, attend school, live their lives. I have in my heart all 
the families, especially those who have a loved one who is sick or who have unfortunately experienced 
mourning due to the coronavirus or other causes. These days I often think about people who are alone, 
and for whom it is more difficult to face these moments. Above all I think of the elderly, who are very 
dear to me. 
 
I cannot forget those who are sick with coronavirus, people who are in hospital. I am aware of the 
generosity of those who put themselves at risk for the treatment of this pandemic or to guarantee the 
essential services to society. So many heroes, every day, at every hour! I also remember how many 
are in financial straits and are worried about work and the future. A thought also goes out to prison 
inmates, whose pain is compounded by fear of the epidemic, for themselves and their loved ones; I 
think of the homeless, who do not have a home to protect them. 
 
It is a difficult time for everyone. For many, very difficult. The Pope knows this and, with these words, 
he wants to tell everyone of his closeness and affection. Let us try, if we can, to make the best use of 
this time: let us be generous; let us help those in need in our neighborhood; let us look out for the 
loneliest people, perhaps by telephone or social networks; let us pray to the Lord for those who are in 
difficulty in the world. Even if we are isolated, thought and spirit can go far with the creativity of love. 
This is what we need today: the creativity of love. This is what is needed today: the creativity of love. 
 
We have celebrated Holy Week in a truly unusual way, which manifests and sums up the message of 
the Gospel, that of God’s boundless love. And in the silence of our cities, the Easter Gospel still 
resounds. The Apostle Paul says: “And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him Who died for them and was raised again” (2 Cor 5:15). In the risen Jesus, life 
conquered death. This Easter faith nourishes our hope. I would like to share it with you this evening. It 
is the hope of a better time, in which we can be better, finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It 
is a hope: hope does not disappoint; it is not an illusion, it is a hope. 
 
Beside each other, in love and patience, we can prepare a better time in these days. Thank you for 
allowing me into your homes. Make a gesture of tenderness towards those who suffer, towards children, 
and towards the elderly. Tell them that the Pope is close and pray, that the Lord will soon deliver us all 
from evil. And you, pray for me. Have a good dinner. See you soon! 
 
A note from Father Pete: Thank you for allowing me to enter your homes in a different way than usual. 
Have a good dinner. See you soon! 
 

 

 

 

 



May 3, 2020 – A View from the Rectory Window 

This past week Sister Connie Trainor (aka Sr. John Regis) celebrated her 55th Anniversary of her entrance into 

religious life as a novice in the Sisters of Saint Joseph. We celebrate this remarkable moment in her life, we give 

thanks to God for her vocation and we give thanks to Sr. Connie for sharing her vocation with us. I asked her to 

share some memories of that day when she entered the Novitiate. I must admit, every time I look at this picture 

of her from that day, I feel like she has caught me doing something I shouldn't be doing! I am grateful today that 

she only looks at me with befuddlement and a countenance of serene patience. Sr. Connie, from our parish 

family, Happy Anniversary and many more,  

Fr. Pete 

55th Anniversary of Reception, April 19, 1965 

What’s a nice girl like me doing in a place like this? Actually, that was 

NOT my thought on a rainy Easter Monday up at the Motherhouse of the 

Sisters of Saint Joseph back in 1965. I had entered the convent in 

September with 96 other young women to begin to learn what life as a 

Sister was all about. Now it was time for our next step – to become novices. 

So on this day we – now 90 of us, some had changed their minds – 

became novices. Back in those days, this involved quite a ceremony. To 

show that we were considered “Brides of Christ” we entered the chapel in 

old white bridal dresses that were stashed up in the attic at the 

motherhouse. They were all the same – just had to find one that sort of fit 

and also find a pair of white shoes. So we entered the chapel for the prayer 

service – our parents were in attendance. After the prayer we exited and 

switched the white gown for a black habit and black veil. We returned to 

chapel looking like baby nuns! We then received a religious name. I had 

asked for my dad’s name – John Regis – and was given it. Saint John 

Regis is a Jesuit saint who had worked in France in the areas where our 

sisters had first begun back in the 1600’s. So my parents were very happy 

about the name. I think we had more prayers, then all moved to various 

rooms to visit with our guests. Although it was a momentous day, that is 

probably all I remember from that day.  

Of course, over the years, many things have changed; for example, just what does it mean to be a Sister of Saint 

Joseph? Our mission statement expresses our desire: “We live and work so that all people may be united with 

God and with one another.” We continue to reflect on what these words mean and how we can live them out 

each day. The way we live out our mission statement has changed over time, and continues to do so as we try 

to live out the Gospel message today. After the Second Vatican Council which took place in Rome between 

1962-1965, many changes slowly made their way to the Sisters of Saint Joseph. It took us some time to study 

the Council documents, but eventually we made some radical changes. We were invited to return to our 

Baptismal names as a sign of the importance of Baptism and to be more united with the people of God. We also 

studied our original documents from 1650 and discovered that our founder had desired that our dress conform 

more to the dress of the day. In that way, sisters could be more available to the people to whom they were 

ministering. Sisters really were not supposed to leave their convents then, so if they were seen outside they were 

suspect.  

But dressing more like the women of the day helped to solve that issue. I have been involved in many ministries 

over the years in many different parishes, and have met wonderful people in each one. I am truly grateful for my 

years as a sister and for the many blessings I have received. And now being a volunteer at St. Maximilian Kolbe 

is surely the icing on the cake! Thanks to each of you for your goodness to me.  

Sister Connie Trainor (aka Sister John Regis) 



May 10, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

In these difficult times and on this Mother’s Day Weekend, I offer you some thoughts from Pope Francis who has 

stated that a mother’s love is the foundation of humanity and the cure for a world often divided and filled with 

bitterness. 

He praised mothers for the “heroism” they show “in self-giving, strength in compassion, wisdom in meekness,” 

saying they are people who know how to take their children by the hand and “lovingly introduce them to life.” 

“A world that looks to the future without a mother’s gaze is shortsighted.  It may well increase its profits, but it 

will no longer see others as children.  It will make money, but not for everyone.  We will all dwell in the same 

house, but not as brothers and sisters,” the pope said. 

Humanity “is built upon mothers,” he said, adding that “a world in which maternal tenderness is dismissed as 

mere sentiment may be rich materially, but poor where the future is concerned.” 

Inviting us to consider the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Father goes on to say, “How much dispersion and 

solitude there is all around us!  The world is completely connected, yet seems increasingly disjointed,” Francis 

said.  Faced with this reality, “we need to entrust ourselves to our Mother,” he said, noting how Elizabeth did this 

when Mary visited her, as did the newlyweds at Cana when Mary asked Jesus to intervene when the wine ran 

out. 

Mary, he said, “is a cure for solitude and dispersion.  She is the Mother of consolation: she stands ‘with’ those 

who are alone. She knows that words are not enough to console; presence is needed, and she is present as a 

mother.” 

In these days of isolation and separation, may we express our gratitude in prayer for our mothers with us and 

those who have gone before us who keep us together in life and in faith.   

Happy Mother’s Day, 

Fr. Pete 

 



May 17, 2020 - The View from the Rectory Window 
 

On November 23, 2000, I spent Thanksgiving at the Pontifical North American College in Rome. 

This college is the primary home to seminarians from throughout the United States who are 

preparing through academic and spiritual formation to serve as priests. The college is also a home 

base to American priests who have been sent to Rome for advanced studies in ecclesiastical 

sciences. Bishop DiMarzio had assigned me there to study Canon Law. 
 

That day we all gathered for a traditional Thanksgiving feast. What stands out vividly in my 

memory was how this day began. Following Mass, we began our meal with Grace, the recitation 

of the Pledge of Allegiance, the singing of the Star-Spangled Banner and prayers for our President 

and the elected leaders of our nation. Living in a different country in the midst of a different 

culture I was never more conscious of being an American. 
 

That experience comes to mind as I consider what it means to be called ‘Father’ in these 

unprecedented days. For the past eight years being pastor was lived with a growing familiarity. 

However, now in the midst of this different ‘culture’ my appreciation for what we share as a 

parish family has been heightened. Yes, in may ways, it has become more difficult to share our 

common expression of faith. At the same time, your kind words of encouragement on social 

media, your generous financial support of our parish mission, your providing for our sisters and 

brother in need and your ‘presence’ during our social media events remind me of the great 

privilege that is mine to be called ‘Father’. 
 

As at times, while the loss of what is familiar leads to an appreciation for what was, I find myself 

because of your goodness, looking forward to what will be. We’ve heard the expression ‘getting 

back to normal” quite a bit these past weeks. However, as people of faith, we know that God is 

always leading us to not look back but to look forward. How wonderful will it be to be gathered 

together around His Holy Altar. As a staff we have already begun making plans and provisions 

for that day when we can return safely. 
 

A very good friend of mine once said, “You can lead a horse to water, but you cannot make him 

drink . . . but, you can make him thirsty.” My hope and prayer is that when we gather in the 

hopefully not too distant future that we will approach Jesus through His lifegiving Word and 

Sacraments with a greater appreciation and thirst for who we are – the beloved children of our 

Heavenly Father living in country other than our true homeland. 
 

May Saint Maximilian Kolbe and Saint Casimir pray for us. May their prayers strengthen us until 

we are all safely home, grateful to be called, 
 

Fr. Pete 

 

 



 

May 24, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

 I mentioned in a recent homily that it saddened me that you could not pray in our parish churches this 

Easter season. In particular, I was mindful that you could not see the telling of the Resurrection in our 

new stained-glass windows in the Church of the Resurrection. Leading up to Easter we could not walk 

the stations of the cross and in May we could not crown the statues of Our Lady.  

These experiences brought to mind how wondrously our humble physical church buildings themselves 

express the story of our faith; for a church building has the ability to “transform” people who enter it. 

While our churches may not reflect the grandeur of cathedrals, they do enrich our understanding of 

what it means to be a Church.  

It is an understanding that through Word and Sacrament and Sacramentals you have to change your 

perspective. On this, the Feast of the Ascension, Sacred Scripture tells us that after Jesus ascended 

to heaven, angels appeared to the apostles. They asked them who were staring skyward to the 

heavens, to change their perspective; “Men of Galilee,” the angels asked, “why do you stand there 

looking at the sky?”  

And with that, the apostles returned to Jerusalem to begin the great work of converting the world. I 

believe that after feasting on the beauty of our own parish churches, which also directs our minds and 

hearts heavenward—we all need to return to our own Jerusalems, our own lives, to confront the world 

around us. It makes more urgent the dismissal we hear at the end of the liturgy: “Go in peace, glorifying 

the Lord with your life.” We should enter a church and raise our eyes; we should leave it and see the 

world directly before us.  

The question before us, in these days of pandemic, is do we recognize a world waiting for us to make 

it new? When we return to our churches, I pray that, we will be inspired by what we witness and 

transformed by what we have receive.  

Tellingly, as you leave St. Casimir’s Church, you have to descend down a row of stairs. You need to 

look where you’re going and get your bearings, reorient yourself to what is outside the church walls, 

and focus more intently on the world around you. Isn’t that how all of us should feel on leaving church?  

In these days of social distancing from our churches, may we embrace the opportunity to live the 

promise of the Ascension transforming our world under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,  

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 31, 2020 - The View from the Rectory Window 

 

The doors of our churches have been closed longer than I could have ever imagined. I find that these closed doors 

stand in stark contrast to the Feast of Pentecost we celebrate this weekend. 

Yes, at the first Pentecost the doors to the Upper Room were closed by the fear of those who had seen the Lord 

die but had not seen him risen from the dead. Now – as for the Apostles, so for us – Jesus stands in our midst, 

breaking through all closed doors. He comes as the first-born from the dead, and he breathes into us the Holy 

Spirit and he speaks: “Peace be with you.”  

These are the words of Jesus who on Calvary has gone to the very heart of darkness. On the Cross, Jesus went to 

the bedrock of our destitution which is the work of sin. He has seen the worst; he has descended into hell. But he 

rises from there and speaks Easter words for ever: “Peace be with you”. He means, “I have entered the depths; I 

have seen the worst, and you have nothing to fear. Your fears which seem so powerful are no more than a bluff”. 

Hearing His words, we can name our fears and call their bluff. We can name the fears we have about ourselves, 

our family and friends, the Church, the nation, the world. Then we can look to Jesus who leads us beyond them 

to the peace which the world cannot give. That’s when the doors of the Upper Room are flung open and the 

mission which had seemed beyond us can begin. 

When all seems lost, the Apostles find fresh energy and new life. They grow young again as they find unimagined 

hope in meeting the Risen Lord. Calvary had made them old; hope had died, leaving them in the shadow of death. 

But once the light of the Risen Christ enters their world they enter the eternal freshness of God, the unfailing 

newness of Easter.  

In this time of pandemic, I am confident that the Holy Spirit speaks to us anew reminding us that the Risen Christ 

opens every closed door. Let us pray that He may even open the tombs, so that the Good News of Easter may go 

out to every corner of this land and throughout the whole earth from a Church renewed and empowered by the 

Lord who breathes upon us and says to the world through us, “Peace be with you”. 

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 7, 2020 - The View from the Rectory Window 

 

Many have said that they are looking forward to things getting back to 

normal. I hold to the proposition, “Be careful what you ask for.” As 

proof, I write to invite you to take part in our traditional Saint Maximilian 

Kolbe Parish 50/50. Surely a sign that things are getting back to normal 

in our parish!  

Here is your opportunity to participate in our Parish 50/50 raffle. Last 

year five people won $10,004.00 each. Because this has been such a 

longstanding tradition, I am comfortable saying, “You know how this 

works.” 

Your opportunity to participate in our Parish 50/50 raffle is just a phone 

call way.  

Please call 609-390-0664 to get a packet which includes 5 tickets at a 

cost of $20.00/per ticket in order to participate in our Parish 50/50 

raffle. 

Fr. Pete 

 



June 14, 2020 - The View from the Rectory Window 

I am grateful that on the Feast of Corpus Christi (the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ) some will 

participate, in person, at Holy Mass.  

I recall the words of Bishop Sullivan who wrote, while greater restrictions were in place, sentiments that 

reflected my own:  

I miss the presence of a congregation as I pray the Mass. The faith and active participation of the people of God 

encourage my faith. I miss the singing of hymns, most especially during these weeks of Eastertime when we 

celebrate for 50 days the Paschal Mystery, the Death and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus. I miss greeting the 

faithful after Mass, exchanging pleasantries or listening as they seek counsel or ask for prayers. I sympathize 

with those families who have lost a beloved relative and have not been able to gather with extended family and 

friends for a wake, a funeral Mass and at the gravesite due to the limitations on the numbers permitted to be 

present. 

 Bishop Sullivan noted that some complained to him, “about the public unavailability of the Sacraments . . . 

blam[ing] that decision on the Governor of New Jersey. Others imagined some kind of anti-religion conspiracy 

on the part of elected officials.” He concluded, “None of this is true.” 

Bishop Sullivan emphasized that it was his decision to establish the protocols we have in place, “out of a 

shepherd’s care for the health of his flock and following the counsel of some of the most brilliant scientific and 

medical minds in the world and in conjunction with the Catholic bishops of New Jersey.” He went on; 

Our Catholic practices had to change during this pandemic. Not to do so would be criminal. It is a fact that this 

virus easily spreads among groups of people. It is contagious. It causes terrible sickness and death. . . The 

numbers of its victims locally and worldwide are staggering. 

 As we enter into a reopening of our parish churches, it is with a ‘shepherds care’ that certain protocols have 

been put in place.  To participate in the celebration, these must be adhered to.  I encourage you to go to our 

parish website: www.saintmaxkolbe.com and click the tab on the banner; Reopening our churches  in order 

to familiarize yourself with these protocols. 

In the same letter, Bishop Sullivan wrote; “We cannot endanger the lives of others or be the cause of their 

deaths. It is a matter of faith. Our Law was given by God, the fifth commandment, “Thou shall not kill.” It is a 

matter of Christian charity. Jesus’ Law is “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

While I reference Bishop Sullivan prominently in this letter, I assure you that every word reflects my position as 

pastor of our parish family. As we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi, may we rejoice in His presence in the 

Most Blessed Sacrament and in every created person who makes up the Mystical Body of Christ, 

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saintmaxkolbe.com/


June 29, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window  

After several months of watching live streamed Masses from home some may question why go 

to Church at all? 

We go to church for many reasons: to pray, to sing, to talk to God and to listen to His 

reply.  We go to experience the beauty of the liturgy, which lifts our heart and mind to The One 

who created us.  We go to share the experience of community (and communion) with those 

around us, to share fellowship and faith.  We go to receive Him in the Sacrament of 

Communion, and in receiving Him, bring Him out into the wider world.  We go for consolation, 

for inspiration, for transcendence, for hope.  We go to share in a ritual that is both ancient and 

new, and which has its roots in the Jewish sacrificial offerings of our forefathers: that I am part 

of a larger body of believers that exists today because of the many battles that were fought and 

lives that were lost for the profound and sacred words that make up our Creed. 

We go because we can, and because many around the world can’t.  We go because we live in a 

place that still cherishes devotion and piety and faith, and we cannot take that for granted.  We 

go because we are free to do so.  We go to hear proclaimed out loud the timeless words of 

scripture, and to hear proclaimed, as well, the stunning act of love: “This is my body…”  We go 

because, invariably, we feel better for having gone.  We go to pray for all our lesser problems 

and concerns, but also to pray for our family and friends, and even to pray for those we don’t 

like.  We go because we believe that if we join our own prayers with those of the wider world, it 

just might do some small amount of good.  We go because it matters to us.  We’ve been richly 

blessed, beyond our wildest imaginings, and the least we can do for God is to give Him back 

just one hour of our lives on a Sunday.  We go because we love our faith, and we love our God. 

This time of quarantine has provided us with the opportunity to think about why we do what we 

do in order to help clarify the mystery and the beauty of the faith we share.  So often, we do 

things like go to Mass without really thinking about it. I invite you to consider this question; 

why do you go to Mass?  

Father Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 5, 2020 – A View from the Rectory Window 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       "Man will ultimately be governed by God or by tyrants."  

                                  -Benjamin Franklin 

Fundamental to our national identity is the fact that we enjoy the privilege of determining by 

whom we will be governed. On this Independence Day weekend, I propose for your 

consideration that our country is undergoing a fundamental moral test - our response 

demonstrates who we are, what we believe, and what kind of society we are becoming.  

In John Milton’s Paradise Lost, Satan had a brilliant plan for maintaining control over Hell. He 

simply allowed everyone there to believe that they were independent operators and could do 

whatever they wanted. He convinced them all that they were each in charge. The result? 

Absolute chaos. Literally, it was pandemonium, which translates to “devils everywhere.” And 

it was the key to Satan maintaining his tyranny. 

By contrast, our Catholic faith offers distinctive ways of looking at the challenges and choices 

we are facing as a nation at this time. At the center of Catholic social teaching is the protection 

of human life and dignity. There is a compelling moral obligation to avoid actions, behaviors 

and attitudes which undermine the life and the dignity of all others. At a time of enormous fear 

and loss, there is a temptation to focus only on our own needs and interests, to turn inward. But 

this cannot be our primary response.  

Our Catholic faith has always proclaimed the valuing of all people over money, prioritizing 

humility over ego, and listening to the vulnerable over the powerful. These three values I 

propose must be at the center of the Gospel that we are called to proclaim in our present 

national debate. The present conflicts our nation is undergoing point us to those values which 

become visibly practical in our choices.  

This national test will reveal who we are. As Catholic Christians, it is my hope and prayer that it 

will reveal that we are love.  

Father Pete 



July 12, 2020  

A View from the Rectory Window 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Saint Maximilian Kolbe Raffle                   is 

over half way to our goal!  

Today we can announce that we have already   collected over 

$67,500 towards our raffle goal of $100,000. We need your 

help to reach our goal by our Feast Day on August 14, 2020. 

Less than one month away!! 

We are asking everyone to spread the Word: 

1. Tell your friends and family. 

2. Talk about it on Social Media. 

3. Pick up ticket envelopes after each weekend Mass. 

4. Remember to return any unsold tickets to the parish 

office. 

5. Call the parish office for additional packets and 

information at 609-390-0664. 



July 24, 202 – A View from the Rectory Window 

On behalf of the parish family of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, I write to thank The 

Strathmere Fishing and Environmental Club [SFEC] for their generous support of our 

Parish Food Pantry. A few weeks ago the SFEC ran a Food Drive which was a great 

success!! 

  

President Herb Hollinger of SFEC had thanked everyone who helped make it happen 

on the SFEC FaceBook page.  He wrote: 

  

The SFEC would like to thank the Strathmere and Whale Beach community for 

showing their generosity for the very successful July 4th Food Drive with 

donations of food and money. Herb Hollinger, Randy Roash, Richie Hollinger and 

Scott Oliver spent their day receiving donations at two collection points. Not 

knowing what to expect, they were thrilled to see a mountain of food by the end of 

the day. Not only that, but over $5,000 was received in donations to the Food 

Pantry at Saint Maximilian Kolbe Church in Marmora. It was heartwarming to see 

parents bringing their kids along to teach them the spirit of helping others. Food 

Pantry Director Jacquie Olanson was overjoyed at the amount of food and money 

that was delivered at the end of the day. She asked us to thank everyone. 

  

Thanks to the Strathmere Improvement Association for their generosity and help in 

promoting this special event. We also appreciate Dave and Sue Ernst as they 

provided their support along with the Ocean Beach Trailer Park community. As 

always, we are thankful to the Strathmere Fire Company for use of their property. 

  

In appreciation, 

SFEC Executive Board 

Herb Hollinger, President 

  

While I acknowledge I take the risk of singling out one initiative from the so many individuals and organizations 

who are so generous to our Food Pantry (and other social service/pastoral events) throughout the year, I thought 

it valuable to share the enthusiasm of those who participated in facilitating this food drive. 

  

Consider that Mr. Hollinger used words such as “thrilled” and “heartwarming” to describe the feelings of those 

who undertook this effort.  It reminds me of the blessings that are experienced by those who care for those in 

need.  It truly is better to give than to receive. 

  

I use this occasion to thank all who support our many parish initiatives to attend to our sisters and brothers in 

need.  May you know the reward of being a servant to Christ and his people; "The King will reply, 'Truly I tell 

you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.' Mt 25:40),         

Father Pete 

  



 



 



August 9, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

On Saturday, August 15 at the 4pm Mass eight of our sisters and brothers will be received into full communion 

in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Traditionally, this would have occurred on Holy Saturday night during the Easter Vigil. The Covid-19 pandemic 

changed this. I recently received a letter from Bishop Sullivan granting me permission to receive these individuals 

into full communion through their reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 

Additionally, those who have been baptized in a different Christian denomination will make a public Profession 

of Faith in the Catholic Church. 

This journey, which culminates on August 15, 2020 actually began in September, 2019 when these, our sisters 

and brothers in Christ began their exploration of a life commitment to Our Lord through His Church. Faithfully, 

each week they joined in prayer, reflection and discussion about the teaching of our Catholic Faith. 

While those who will be received into the Church have invested much of themselves into this journey I am most 

conscious that we are all responsible to pass on our faith tradition, its story, values and traditions to our sisters 

and brothers among us and to those of the next generation; introducing them into the Sacramental life of the 

Church.  

As I mentioned, in the process of initiation there are three sacramental ‘moments’: Baptism, Confirmation and 

the Eucharist. These three sacraments together accomplish Christian Initiation. Holy Baptism is the basis of the 

whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit and the door which gives access to the other sacraments. 

Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become members of Christ, are 

incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission.  

Baptism is the principal place for the first and fundamental conversion. It is by faith in the Gospel and by Baptism 

that one renounces evil and gains salvation, that is, the forgiveness of all sins and the gift of new life. Christ’s call 

to conversion continues to resound in the lives of Christians. It is the movement of a contrite heart, drawn and 

moved by grace to respond to the merciful love of God who loved us first. 

By the sacrament of Confirmation, (the baptized) are more perfectly bound to the Church and are enriched with 

a special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, obliged to spread and defend the 

faith by word and deed. 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian life. The other sacraments, and indeed all ministries and 

works of the Church, are bound up with the Eucharist and are oriented toward it. For in the blessed Eucharist is 

contained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ Himself. 

I ask you to pray for those who will be received into full communion. I encourage you to invite others by the 

witness of your life into this same relationship with Christ. 

And perhaps, most importantly, may we be renewed in our appreciation of these sacred gifts (Baptism, 

Confirmation and Eucharist) and the sacred life they hold out to us.  

Father Pete 

 



OUR  RELIGIOUS EDUCATON CHILDREN ZOOMED SUMMER CAMP 

 

  



August 23, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

At every Funeral Mass, I pray the same prayer at the Preface;  

Lord, for your Faithful, life is changed not ended 

For, when the body of our earthly dwelling has died 

We can then gain an everlasting place with you in Heaven 

 

This prayer has struck me as a thought provoking expression for the life of our parish family since mid-March. 

Yes, life has changed. But, I am happy to report that for many –it has changed for the better.  

For example, we are halfway through the 5 Masses (in order to fulfill social distancing 

protocols) for our young women and men to receive their First Holy Communion. Despite 

the masks, these young ladies and gentlemen have looked resplendent in their dresses and 

ties. And imagine how wondrously they are changed by the presence of the Body of Christ 

who resides within them!  

No, we didn’t get to the beach for our Parish Feast, but the live streaming, air 

conditioning and a lack of a threat of rain made the Mass beautiful for all who 

wished to participate. In a particular word of profound thanks, the parish raffle 

broke a record with $115,540.00 collected! I don’t know if you remembered our 

May Crowning this past Spring? People drove by offering flowers to Mary for her 

shrine. Well the Parish Raffle was like the May Crowning with parishioners 

coming to the doors of Immaculata Hall every day this summer. And you looked 

great with your masks on too!  

On August, 15 at the 4pm Mass, nine people were received into Full Communion 

in the Catholic Church (through Baptism, Confirmation and their First Holy 

Communion). This journey of a lifetime, while delayed, has brought our sisters 

and brothers into our parish family and the family of His Holy Church. We 

welcome them and we pray for them.  

Every day, I am encouraged by some post on Facebook, a phone call or an email. 

Yes, life has changed, but because of your patience, your generosity and your 

constant support I am grateful to say that I am better because of you. Thanks you 

for all you do for me and our parish family. Please be assured of my daily prayers 

for you and those you love. May Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

pray for us,  

Father Pete 



August 30, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

I thank Pastoral Council members Georgette Costello, Anita McMahon and Tim O’Shea for their 

invaluable service to our parish family.  I also thank our youth representatives Josh Barnes and 

Mary Grace Jamison who are now off to college.  As you are aware, the Pastoral Council has one 

third of its members rotate off after serving a three-year term.  The purpose is to keep the Pastoral 

Council energized with fresh ideas and fresh perspectives.  

The present Pastoral Council was instrumental in assisting with much of the direction of our 

parochial life this past year; such as our Capital Campaign and planning of our parish center, our 

Parish Mission to “Embrace and Shape Our Future – Together” and the Feast Day celebration, 

past and future renovations to our churches and initiatives for pastoral outreach, including 

budgeting and pastoral planning.  You can read about these efforts in greater detail in the Pastoral 

Council Minutes found on our parish website. 

I consider the Pastoral Council to be an integral element in the life and direction of our parish, 

and I trust that I have always sought to act in accord with their guidance.  I now invite anyone 

willing to serve a three-year term on the Pastoral Council to come to a Discernment Meeting on 

Thursday, September 10 at 7pm in Immaculata Hall.  At this meeting, three new members for the 

Pastoral Council will be identified. 

This will also be a working Pastoral Council meeting and all parishioners are welcome to bring 

their own questions, observations and recommendations. 

The work of the Pastoral Council is to consider, plan and recommend ways for the parish to 

accomplish the mission of Christ.  For me, the Pastoral Council is a strategic element of our parish 

that keeps us focused on our divine purpose.  It is a consultative body that is charged with 

prayerfully discerning parish needs, setting pastoral priorities, and empowering people to 

participate in the mission of Christ.  In attempting to foster parish vitality, I work with the Pastoral 

Council in careful investigation, prayerful consideration and consensual recommendations. 

I thank Elizabeth Crowley, Jacquie Olansen, Jose Santiago, Sister Connie Trainor, Ab Vallese, 

Bill Zipparo and Nick Chiccarine for their continued generosity to our parish. 

Please consider this essential work of our parish, 

Father Pete 

 

 

 

 



September 6, 2020 – A View From the Rectory Window 

On the website Aleteia I found an article entitled, 10 Catholic Ways to Celebrate Labor Day. I tried summarizing 

its points so you wouldn’t have to work too hard reading it. 

 

1. Stare at a leaf —then “consecrate” your desk. To work is to participate in the ordering of God’s creation. 

That means work should be a prayer. Stare at an object, shut out all else, and contemplate how God fills 

it with meaning —for example how a leaf shows his handiwork, his purpose and his presence. Do this in 

your workplace and pretty soon, you will be surrounded not just with the tedious tools of your trade, but 

with God-purposed opportunities for grace. 

 

2. Second, renounce slavery. “Work was made for man, not man for work,” said St. John Paul. Stop working 

beneath the whip of the mortgage company, the tax collector and the demands of the Joneses, and begin 

working beneath the gaze of God. 

 

3. Sit next to Jesus, the carpenter, at his bench. By sitting down at Joseph’s bench he taught us without words 

that work is holy. By doing so for 30 years —the vast majority of his life —he made it impossible to 

consider work unimportant. So, sit down there with him. Remember: When you pray, serve others, and 

speak of God, you are imitating what Christ did some of the time. When you go to work, you are imitating 

what Christ did most of the time. 

 

4. Work to be seen. If you work thoroughly, carefully, conscientiously, and in harmony with the rest of your 

life, people will notice, and your faith will attract them. If you work sloppily, bitterly, and out of whack 

with your home life, people will notice that, too, and your faith will repel them. 

 

5. Shop with other workers in mind. As Pope Benedict XVI put it, “Every economic decision has a moral 

consequence.” When we shop, we should do unto our fellow workers as we would have them do unto us. 

 

6. Switch your Amazon account to “no weekends.” Sunday rest is a God-ordained break that too many are 

denied. Don’t needlessly contribute to the problem. Stay out of stores and tell Amazon “no weekends.”  

 

7. Work smart; rest smarter. Leisure, not work, is the basis of culture. Rest is a time for human community 

—family, friendships and intellectual refreshment. It shouldn’t be a time to escape into a Netflix binge or 

hide in an alcohol haze. Neither should it be a time to work more to get ahead. 

 

8. Pray for your boss. Whether you like your boss or not, whether your boss is a model of kindness or not, 

pray for your boss. Just as you can “consecrate” your desk at work, you can train your mind to have the 

appropriate gratitude for your boss, as well. 

 

9. Pray for your customers. If your work is truly a participation in God’s ordering of the cosmos, then your 

customers are vitally important not just to your wallet, but to your soul. Treat them that way. Pray that 

you can serve their needs and better their lives, and thank God for sending them your way. So much in 

your life depends on them. 

 

10. Cook out. Why not? The weather is beautiful —and tomorrow you have to go back to work. 

 

 

 

 

 



September 27, 2020 – A View From the Sr. Connie 

 

 



October 4, 2020 – A View from the Rectory Window 

 

I have had many opportunities during the Coronavirus pandemic to share in the Sacrament of the Anointing of 

the Sick in people’s homes. I have also visited hospitals, rehab facilities and nursing homes to celebrate the last 

sacraments: the Anointing of the Sick, Confession, the Eucharist and the Apostolic Pardon.  

 

I have been so encouraged by how each facility has been supportive, nurturing and accommodating of the family’s 

request and the patient and priest’s needs. The administrators, the health care professionals and the support staff 

in these hospitals and extended care facilities have provided me with everything I needed to remain safe and to 

protect residents, patients and the healthcare professionals themselves. Always respecting the spiritual 

strengthening of those entrusted to their care. 

 

Following these experiences, I believe I can speak on behalf of all priests in extending our sincerest and heartfelt 

thanks to all healthcare professionals who are now on the front lines of helping keep their patients and the general 

public safe. You have our prayers and our gratitude. 

 

On Sunday, October 18, 2pm, our parish family will gather in one of ‘our shared homes,’ -the Church of the 

Resurrection - for a Mass that includes the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

 

From the Sacrament, the priest prays; “Are there sick people among you? Let them send for the priests of the 

Church and let the priests pray over them anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith 

will save the sick persons and the Lord will raise them up. If they have committed any sins, their sins will be 

forgiven them (James 5: 14-15). 

 

”The Catholic Church professes and teaches that the anointing of the sick is one of the seven Sacraments of the 

New Testament, that was instituted by Christ our Lord, intimated in Mark (6:13) and through James, the apostle, 

recommended to the faithful and made known. 

 

The purpose of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is to confer a special grace on Christians who are being 

tried by illness and old age and are in danger of death. A Christian may receive the Sacrament of the Anointing 

of the Sick any time he or she falls into serious illness and again if the illness worsens. 

 

The special grace of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick has as it effects: the uniting of the sick person to 

the passion of Christ, for his or her own good and that of the whole Church; the strengthening, peace and courage 

to endure in a Christian manner the sufferings of illness or old age; the forgiveness of sins, if the sick person was 

not able to obtain it through the sacrament of Penance; the restoration of health, if it is conducive to the salvation 

of his or her soul; the preparation for passing over to eternal life. 

 

I invite you and those you love to join me in these sacraments of God’s great 

mercy and compassion. Please make a reservation by Monday, October 12 by 

calling the parish office at 609-390-0664, during normal business hours and speak 

to one of the staff. We want to accommodate as many people as currently 

allowable following social distancing guidelines and the wearing of masks. 

 

Fr. Pete  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Below is the schedule of Father Pete’s presentations on our Catholic 

Faith.  This is an opportunity for those Catholics who have little training in 

or affiliation with the Catholic religion.  It is a chance for anyone who wants 

to learn or ask questions about the Catholic religion.  It is also for people 

who are searching. 

Father Pete invites all parishioners to come to any or all of the following 

presentations on Tuesdays, from 7:00-8:00pm.  The first meeting will take 

place in  Immaculata Hall. 

(*) indicates classes/events that fall on a day other than Tuesday. 

RCIA Syllabus 2020-2020 

October 13         Introduction:  Belief, Faith, Religion 

October 20         The Creed, “I Believe in God. . . Creator. . .” - “I believe in    one…” 

October 27        “And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord” - “I believe in     holy . . . ” 

November 10    “Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit” - “I believe in . . .   apostolic” 

November 17     The Holy Catholic Church - The Hierarchy, Mary and the Communion of 

Saints 

December 1     Divine Revelation: Scripture, Tradition, Magisterium 

December 9*    Salvation History, “The Resurrection of the Body and Life Everlasting” 

January 5        Sacrament of Initiation – Baptism 

January 12     Sacrament of Initiation – Confirmation 

January 19     Sacraments of Initiation – Eucharist and Mass 

January 26     Sacrament of Vocation - Marriage 

February 2:    Sacrament of Vocation – Holy Orders 

February 9     Sacraments of Healing - Reconciliation & Anointing of the Sick 

February 17* Ash Wednesday 

March 2         Prayer - Liturgy 

March 9         Tour of the Church - Sacramentals 

March 16       Lenten Penance Service at the Church of the Resurrection 

Sacred Triduum 

April 1*        Holy Thursday-Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

April 2*        Good Friday-Veneration of the Cross 

April 3*        Holy Saturday-Easter Vigil 

  

 

 



October 11, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

 

Stewardship Report 

  

I write to encourage you to join me for a ‘Town Hall’ meeting on Thursday, October 15, at 7pm in Immaculata 

Hall.  In this week’s bulletin, I will provide you with a fiscal accounting summary of our parish for the fiscal year 

of July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020.   

  

I will also make available for your consideration, some of the efforts of our parishioners to care for those who are 

in need of spiritual, emotional, and/or physical assistance.  It would not be possible to present the full scope of 

our efforts in one summary sheet.  For this reason, I ask pardon of those who may feel that their efforts went 

unnoticed or unacknowledged.  At the same time, I trust that our efforts are not done to win the praise of others, 

but rather, are in response to all that God has given us.   

  

The Parish Finance Council, the Parish Pastoral Council and I have sought to be prudent stewards of the resources 

entrusted to our care.  You can read about these efforts in greater detail in the Pastoral Council Minutes found on 

our parish website.  I know that transparency in this regard is one of our foremost obligations to you.  I hope this 

brief report reflects our intention to be faithful to this obligation.   

  

Members of the Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council will be present to address any questions, concerns 

and/or recommendations that you may have for the life of our parish family. 

 

*the summary reports are on the next page 

  

  

  

Respect Life Month 

  

Each October the Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of October is 

observed as Respect Life Sunday.  As Catholics, we are called to cherish, defend, and protect those who are most 

vulnerable, from the beginning of life to its end, and at every point in between.  During the month of October, the 

Church asks us to reflect more deeply on the dignity of every human life. 

  

As the November election approaches I encourage all to allow this fundamental teaching on the dignity of every 

human life to inform our participation in the public life that we may contribute to the common good. In Rejoice 

and Be Glad [Gaudete et exsultate], Pope Francis writes: 

  

Your identification with Christ and his will involves a commitment to build with him that kingdom of love, 

justice and universal peace. . . . You cannot grow in holiness without committing yourself, body and soul, 

to giving your best to this endeavor. 

And so, before you vote, I invite you to review the document issued by the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.   

Fr. Pete 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

A View from the Rectory Window, October 25, 2020 

We won’t be learning virtually. 

It popped up on the New York Times website: an interactive item called “Schott’s Vocab.”  It’s 

an occasional blog that seeks feedback from readers, asking them to define certain 

terms.  Previous contenders were “Money” and “America.”  This one contest asked Times readers 

to define one of the most elusive terms of all:  Faith. 

The creator of “Schott’s Vocab” noted some already existing definitions:  H. L. Mencken called 

faith “an illogical belief in the occurrence of the improbable.”  And Samuel Butler said of faith, 

“You can do very little with it, but you can do nothing without it.”  Okay. Fair enough.  This 

promised to be an interesting exercise.  When I first checked, there were more than 1,100 

responses, ranging from the predictably agnostic (“Faith is a  socially acceptable insanity in the 

same way that alcohol is a socially acceptable drug”) to the wistful and wise (“Faith is a gift from 

the Triune God” and “Faith is the ultimate act of creation”). 

It gave me reason to wonder for myself:  If I had to define something almost indefinable, how 

would I do it?  I was reminded of a glib definition I once offered for “holiness”:  “It’s like defining 

art.  You can’t quite explain it, but you know it when you see it.”  Faith is like that, too.  But it 

begs for something more concrete.  Faith is something ineffable, beautiful, mysterious. 

Maybe it really is impossible to pin down.  Defining faith somehow limits it—narrows its focus 

and puts it in a box.  And the greatest test of faith may be its very absence of limits.  Faith, in its 

purest form, is a thing that requires leaps.  And courage.  And conviction.  It may also require 

deeper minds than mine to accurately define. 

At the same time, Faith cannot be ignored.  It is essential to the very core of our lives.  On Tuesday 

evening at 7pm in Immaculata Hall, I invite you to join me and others on a journey to contemplate, 

discern, wrestle with and embrace some of the beautiful mysteries of our Catholic Faith.  You 

can contact the parish office or check our parish 

website to see some of the topics which we will touch 

upon for the next 6 months.  If any interest you, 

please join us.  

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 



 



 

November 8, 2020 – A View from the Rectory Window 

A Reflection on the Election Results 

It is Friday, October 30, as I sit to write this reflection. Right now, I can only anticipate the outcome of the present 

elections. In this year, I find myself hoping and praying that by the time you read this reflection, the outcome will be 

certainly determined and that we can move forward as a nation to fulfill the great dignity of a nation, “conceived in 

Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created” (excerpt from the Gettysburg Address, President 

Abraham Lincoln, November 19, 1863).  

 

Those who did their civic duty and voted in the recent election have expressed their will as to who they will vest with the 

authority to govern our local and national government. 

 

As citizens of this nation, whether we got what we hoped for, or find ourselves in the position of having to accept what 

was decided, our civic duty also calls us to participate in government by doing things like paying taxes, advocating for 

justice, being peacemakers, and making elected officials accountable to do what is right, true, and good, or risk being 

voted out of office. 

 

As Catholics and as citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20-21), the duties entrusted to us from our Savior demand that we 

seek what is right, true, and good: helping to protect all human life, from conception to natural death, especially those who 

are most vulnerable; helping to provide things needed to live in human dignity, such as productive work and fair wages, 

food and shelter, education and health care, protection from harm, and the right to emigrate when these are unavailable in 

one’s homeland; and caring for Earth, our common home.  

 

Thankfully, these duties are not mutually exclusive, but, are in fact, mutually complementary. The very core of this 

awareness derives from the fact that as citizens of the United States of America and the citizens of heaven, we are at all 

times dependent upon God’s providence for our existence.  

 

For this reason, we are not only commended to care for others and creation, but we also commend ourselves to God’s 

care, begging Divine Assistance for our nation, elected officials, and ourselves. The following is an excerpt from a prayer 

penned by Archbishop John Carroll, the first American bishop (1789-1815): 

 

“We pray to you, O God of might, wisdom and justice, through whom authority is rightly administered, laws are enacted 

and judgment decreed: Assist with your Holy Spirit of counsel and fortitude the President of these United States, that his 

administration may be conducted in righteousness, and be eminently useful to your people over whom he presides: by 

encouraging due respect for virtue and religion; by a faithful execution of the laws in justice and mercy; and by restraining 

vice and immorality. Let the light of your divine wisdom direct the deliberations of Congress, and shine forth in all the 

proceedings and laws framed for our rule and government, so that they may tend to the preservation of peace, the 

promotion of national happiness, the increase of industry, sobriety and useful knowledge; and may perpetuate to us the 

blessing of equal liberty.” Amen.  

 

Fr. Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November 15, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

 

The Diocese of Camden recently reported that there has been no record of the transmission of the 

Coronavirus at Mass. This does not mean we can let our guard down. We have been and will 

remain diligent in implementing all protocols at hand to ensure parishioner safety in our churches.  

 

Which led me to recall an article I had read previously. In sum, the article concluded that if you’re 

going to church, congratulations. You just might be prolonging your life. According to the Journal 

of the American Board of Family Medicine (I read it all the time, don’t you?), attending church 

every week can add two to three years to your life. Regular exercise—which does not include all 

the standing, sitting and kneeling we do during Mass, can add up to five years.  

 

No one is quite sure why weekly churchgoing seems to help you live longer. It may be that church 

attendance makes you happier and more at peace. It may be that church gives the faithful a sense 

of community and belonging; people who have a support network tend to fare better than those 

who try to make through life on their own. And then again, it may just be good for you.  

 

By attending church every week, the parishioner lets the heart and the head spend at least one 

hour a week in quiet conversation with God. The worries of the world are lifted up. Petitions are 

offered. Old truths are retaught. Prayer and meditation help center the soul. The spirit is, at least 

for a brief moment, refreshed and renewed. Sometimes, that makes all the difference.  

 

Cynics, may argue that other factors are really at play here. Religious people are less likely to 

smoke, divorce, or engage in high-risk behavior like. They’re more likely to see a doctor 

regularly, and more apt to follow his advice.  

 

The author of the study I referenced is Daniel Hall, an Episcopal priest, so he may be just bit 

biased. He admits as much—but still contends that there is something to his study, and something 

that merits more attention. I think he’s right.  

 

I’d like to prolong my life—who wouldn’t?—and if being in church regularly will help, I’m all 

for it. Who knows? Maybe the best prescription for longer life is much simpler than we realize. 

Just take two Masses and call me in the morning. 

 

Father Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

November 22, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 

 

November is a unique month in the United States. As 

Americans we elect a president and other civil leaders. 

Twenty-three days after Election Day we then pause for a 

national day of thanksgiving that was declared by a president 

in a time of extreme crisis. I was struck how all this ties 

together. 

 

I was speaking to a friend recently who described is 

experience of 2020 as “Groundhog Day”; saying it feels like 

a daily repetition “of a world turned upside down”. 

 

His words got me thinking that, as Christians, we are called 

to embrace a world that once was turned upside down by sin 

that is how restored to its proper order through the cross of 

Christ. This is why Jesus states unequivocally that His 

followers must embrace the cross and extend its victory to all 

the world. 

 

To accomplish this, I believe we ought to return to the night 

before Our Lord embraces His cross (and ours). On that 

night, He prayed that we would be one (unified) with him and 

one another as he was united with his Father and the Holy 

Spirt. His prayer is that we, who would be his followers, 

would be instruments of unity. 

 

Psalm 133 sings: “How wonderful and pleasant it is when 

brothers live together in harmony!” Having declared unity’s 

power to soothe and refresh, this short song of David ends 

with the assurance: “And there the Lord has pronounced his 

blessing, even life everlasting.” Unity and blessing. 

 

As we approach our national holiday of Thanksgiving during 

these ‘upside down days’, perhaps the greatest thanks we can 

extend to our Creator for our blessing would be  our words of 

healing, reconciliation and communion with one another. 

 

Fr. Pete 



November 29, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window 
 

What will the New Year bring? 2020 has reminded us that we are not in control. Perhaps this a good 
thing?  
 
This Sunday we begin the liturgical season of Advent—the final four weeks before Christmas. It is a 
period of expectation and hope, of watching and waiting. We mourn in lonely exile here. Come, O come, 
Emmanuel.  
 
The word “advent” comes from the Latin adventus, meaning arrival. The arrival we await, of course, is 
that of the Messiah. Significantly, the same Latin root gives us the word “adventure.” Which, as 
Webster’s defines it, means “an undertaking involving danger and unknown risks.”  
 
Isn’t that, fundamentally, the nature of Christianity? At Baptism, each of us embarks on an “undertaking 
involving danger and unknown risks.” It is true for anyone who seeks to live the Gospel. Certainly, it 
was true of the One who came to proclaim it. For Jesus, Christmas Day was more than the culmination 
of the first Advent. It was the start of the most dangerous and most risky undertaking in human history. 
The question to ponder this season is: How can we best honor that undertaking?  
 
For Advent, it is customary for Catholics to light candles, say prayers or fold open the windows of the 
Advent calendar. Wreaths go on the door, packages go in the back of the closet and a star is placed 
atop a tree. It can be a time of great beauty, and excitement. It can also be a time of wonder. Secrets 
are un-wrapped. Cold nights are filled with colored stars. The soul waits for redemption. The heart fills 
with hope. Something is about to happen. Someone is about to arrive. God will be with us. Seen that 
way, the season of advent is very much the season of adventure. 
 
Let’s seize it. Embrace it. Savor the possibilities. Take part in this glorious “under-taking involving 
danger and risk”—the undertaking of loving unconditionally, of sacrificing greatly, of praying deeply. 
Perhaps, the New Year will be the beginning of a great adventure. We are Christians –we are hopeful, 
 
Father Pete 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 6, 2020 – A View from the Rectory Window 
 

Recently, Pope Francis wrote an op-ed in the New York Times about the pandemic. I found in it food for prayer 

and thought. I share an excerpt with you. Fr. Pete 

 

Pope Francis: A Crisis Reveals What Is in Our Hearts  

 

In this past year of change, my mind and heart have overflowed with people. People I think of and pray for, and 

sometimes cry with, people with names and faces, people who died without saying goodbye to those they loved, 

families in difficulty, even going hungry, because there’s no work. 

 

Sometimes, when you think globally, you can be paralyzed: There are so many places of apparently ceaseless 

conflict; there’s so much suffering and need. I find it helps to focus on concrete situations: You see faces looking 

for life and love in the reality of each person, of each people. You see hope written in the story of every nation, 

glorious because it’s a story of daily struggle, of lives broken in self-sacrifice. So rather than overwhelm you, it 

invites you to ponder and to respond with hope. 

 

These are moments in life that can be ripe for change and conversion. Each of us has had our own “stoppage,” or 

if we haven’t yet, we will someday: illness, the failure of a marriage or a business, some great disappointment or 

betrayal. As in the Covid-19 lockdown, those moments generate a tension, a crisis that reveals what is in our 

hearts. 

 

In every personal “Covid,” so to speak, in every “stoppage,” what is revealed is what needs to change: our lack 

of internal freedom, the idols we have been serving, the ideologies we have tried to live by, the relationships we 

have neglected. 

 

In lockdown I’ve often gone in prayer to those who sought all means to save the lives of others. So many of the 

nurses, doctors and caregivers paid that price of love, together with priests, and religious and ordinary people 

whose vocations were service. We return their love by grieving for them and honoring them. 

 

Whether or not they were conscious of it, their choice testified to a belief: that it is better to live a shorter life 

serving others than a longer one resisting that call. That’s why, in many countries, people stood at their windows 

or on their doorsteps to applaud them in gratitude and awe. They are the saints next door, who have awakened 

something important in our hearts, making credible once more what we desire to instill by our preaching. 

 

They are the antibodies to the virus of indifference. They remind us that our lives are a gift and we grow by giving 

of ourselves, not preserving ourselves but losing ourselves in service. 

 

With some exceptions, governments have made great efforts to put the well-being of their people first, acting 

decisively to protect health and to save lives. The exceptions have been some governments that shrugged off the 

painful evidence of mounting deaths, with inevitable, grievous consequences. But most governments acted 

responsibly, imposing strict measures to contain the outbreak. 

 

Yet some groups protested, refusing to keep their distance, marching against travel restrictions — as if measures 

that governments must impose for the good of their people constitute some kind of political assault on autonomy 

or personal freedom! Looking to the common good is much more than the sum of what is good for individuals. It 

means having a regard for all citizens and seeking to respond effectively to the needs of the least fortunate. 

 

It is all too easy for some to take an idea — in this case, for example, personal freedom — and turn it into an 

ideology, creating a prism through which they judge everything. 
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The coronavirus crisis may seem special because it affects most of humankind. But it is special only in how visible 

it is. There are a thousand other crises that are just as dire, but are just far enough from some of us that we can act 

as if they don’t exist. Think, for example, of the wars scattered across different parts of the world; of the 

production and trade in weapons; of the hundreds of thousands of refugees fleeing poverty, hunger and lack of 

opportunity; of climate change. These tragedies may seem distant from us, as part of the daily news that, sadly, 

fails to move us to change our agendas and priorities. But like the Covid-19 crisis, they affect the whole of 

humanity. 

 

Look at us now: We put on face masks to protect ourselves and others from a virus we can’t see. But what about 

all those other unseen viruses we need to protect ourselves from? How will we deal with the hidden pandemics 

of this world, the pandemics of hunger and violence and climate change? 

 

If we are to come out of this. This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities —what we value, what we 

want, what we seek —and to commit to act in our daily life on what we have dreamed of. 

 

God asks us to dare to create something new. We cannot return to the false securities of the political and economic 

systems we had be-fore the crisis. We need economies that give to all access to the fruits of creation, to the basic 

needs of life: to land, lodging and labor. We need a politics that can integrate and dialogue with the poor, the 

excluded and the vulnerable, that gives people a say in the decisions that affect their lives. We need to slow down, 

take stock and design better ways of living together on this earth. 

 

The pandemic has exposed the paradox that while we are more connected, we are also more divided. Feverish 

consumerism breaks the bonds of belonging. It causes us to focus on our self-preservation and makes us anxious. 

Our fears are exacerbated and exploited by a certain kind of populist politics that seeks power over society. It is 

hard to build a culture of encounter, in which we meet as people with a shared dignity, within a throwaway culture 

that regards the well-being of the elderly, the unemployed, the disabled and the unborn as peripheral to our own 

well-being. 

 

To come out of this crisis better, we have to recover the knowledge that as a people we have a shared destination. 

The pandemic has re-minded us that no one is saved alone. What ties us to one another is what we commonly call 

solidarity. Solidarity is more than acts of generosity, important as they are; it is the call to embrace the reality that 

we are bound by bonds of reciprocity. On this solid foundation we can build a better, different, human future. 
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December 20, 2020 – A View from the Rectory Window 

 

Last year, Christmas Masses were standing room only. No one could have anticipated or would 

have forecast what the following year would bring.  

 

Recalling the year past is, I believe, a wonderful way to enter into this year’s Christmas Feast. 

For, at its root, one of the wonders of Christmas is that it is so unexpected. You might even call it 

unnatural. At the darkest moment of the year, when the sun is scarce and the earth is frozen, 

we sing. We go outside and select evergreens and drag them into our homes. We string lights on 

our homes, and place candles in our windows. We erect decorations on the front lawn and an 

inflatable fat man on our roof. We spend hours wrapping boxes in brightly colored paper. We 

send cards. We drink eggnog. We hang mistletoe.  

 

We do all this, and more, at a time when sane and sensible creatures are hibernating. We do 

not hibernate. No. We revel. We insist, again and again, year after year, that we will beat back 

the encircling darkness and rejoice. Let nothing you dismay. We wish you a Merry Christmas. 

Tidings of comfort and joy? You bet. 

 

Taken as a whole, the season is reckless and a little bit mad. It makes no sense. But seen in 

context, it is something else entirely. What we are doing, after all, is the human embodiment of 

something that we can only deem a miracle. What we are enacting—what we are celebrating 

and reveling in—is the hope of generations finally realized. What we are living is Incarnation. 

God is with us.  

So, what seems unreasonable and unexpected and unnatural is, in fact, sensible. There is logic 

to it all, after all. We are defying the darkness because He did. In an act of unprecedented grace 

and love, God became us. He entered into human history, to light The Way—and nothing has 

ever been the same. How fitting then, that we revel. How fitting that we light the gloom and 

surround ourselves with color.  

 

How often someone has commented that it will be good to put 2020 behind us. In this annual 

celebration of our salvation, we celebrate new beginnings. Christmas is about a beginning. The 

birth of a child to an otherwise anonymous couple over two millennia ago gives us all reason to 

hope. That infant grew up to teach us another path, a way built on charity and mercy and 

justice—a way built, as well, on conversion of heart. Christ is born. We are saved. And a New Year 

of Grace awaits us!  

 

Merry Christmas!  

 

Fr. Pete 



 

December 27, 2020 - A View from the Rectory Window  

  

The Work of Christmas Begins 

When family and friends are gone home. 

When the carols have been stilled. 
When the star-topped tree is taken down. 

When we are back to our schedules. 
The work of Christmas begins: 

   To welcome the refugee, 
   To heal a broken planet, 

   To feed the hungry, 
   To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear, 

   To share our gifts, 
   To seek justice and peace for all people, 

   To bring Christ’s light to the world. 

Living out Christmas in the New Year 

How do we live out the message of Christmas in the New Year, rather than pack it away 

with the ornaments? 

Each year, the Octave Day of Christmas falls on the first day of the New Year, on which 

we also celebrate the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. 

Her open heart and courageous “yes” to God show us how to live year-round—with 
hearts open to the Lord, following where He leads. We are called to place our trust in 

Him, to enter compassionately into the suffering of others, and to love one another as 
Christ loves us. Like Our Blessed Mother welcomed Jesus, we are called to cherish and 

protect the gift of human life, at every stage and in every circumstance. 

One way to live out the message of Christmas and follow Our Lady’s example is to join 9 

Days for Life, a novena for the protection of human life, taking place Thursday, January 
21 – Friday, January 29. Each day’s intention is accompanied by a short reflection and 

suggested actions to help build a culture of life. 

Join today at 9daysforlife.com! 

  

  

 


