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Creation of Sun 
and Stars 
“In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth . . . 
Then God said, ‘Let there be 
light,’ and there was light. God 
saw how good the light was.” 
(Gen. 1: 1-3) 

Creation of the Sun, 
Moon, and Earth 

God creates the days, the nights, 
the seasons and the years. 

The cross in the center of this 
window extends to embrace the 

universe. Above the cross is 
the eye of the Creator; below, 

to the left, is the sun to brighten 
the day and represents Christ 

as the “the Light of the World”; 
to the right, is the moon to 

brighten the night and to mark 
the seasons. The division of the 

waters is also shown. 

Father Domingo Iturgaiz, O.P., a Dominican priest from Spain and a much accomplished artisan, designed and created the stained 
glass windows throughout the church.  Each lump of colored glass was shaped into dimensional pieces and later each piece was 
 tted into a proper place in order to  x in solid stylized form the original artistic concepts projected to tell in religious art the 

story of creation and redemption.  The faceted glass is bound piece to piece with epoxy resins.  

The Windows of Epiphany

The patron of the Diocese of Venice is St. Mark. The co-patron is Our 
Lady of Mercy.  When Bishop Nevins was installed as the  rst bishop of 
the diocese, the Cardinal Patriarch Archbishop of the Archdiocese of 
Venice in Italy sent relics of St. Mark to the new Diocese of Venice as a 
symbol of the close ties that the two dioceses share.  The Cathedral in 
Venice, Italy, is the Cathedral of St. Mark.  These relics of St. Mark are 
displayed in a special reliquary to the left of the altar on the wall, above 
the large carved symbol of St. Mark, the Evangelist, the winged lion.  
The lion’s head is also carved in the reliquary.

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS were carved out of mahogany 
by the Spanish artist Raventos.  The Stations of the Cross were recently 
refurbished by the local artist Sister Maureen Michael Byrne, SSND, 
at the time the Cathedral was renovated in 2001.  At this time, the 
Stations were cleaned and sealed.  

THE CATHEDRA (from the Greek kathedra meaning seat) is the seat 
or throne of the diocesan bishop.  This seat symbolizes the teaching 
authority of the bishop.  The word cathedral is derived from this same 
Greek word, for the cathedral is the building that houses the seat of the 
diocese.  Frequently, the bishop’s crosier is displayed near the cathedra.  

THE ORGAN at Epiphany Cathedral is a 36-rank Klug and 
Schumacher Pipe Organ.  In addition to the Pipe Organ, the musical 
programs are enhanced by a Yamaha Semi-Concert Grand Piano with 
Midi.

THE CHOIR ROOM can easily be accessed through the 
antechamber between the church and the chapel, on the organ side of 
the church.  The pipes for the pipe organ, serviced by a second  oor 
catwalk, are located to the left and right of the mural for the most 
ef cient acoustics.  

New radial pews were installed in the Cathedral when the Church 
was renovated in 2001.   THE CRY ROOM is an 
area set aside for families with small children.  

THE DAILY SACRISTY is located between the church and the 
church’s chapel.  The vestments, altar linens, candles, sacred vessels, 
and other accoutrements for the celebration of sacred liturgies are kept 
in the sacristy.  The inner sacristy is used for storage and to cleanse and 
purify the sacred vessels.

THE CHAPEL is the area where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved.  
The Confessionals are located along the back wall of the Chapel.  These 
rooms are designed in such a way to provide for face-to-face or tradi-
tional screen Reconciliation.  

THE TABERNACLE PILASTER resides in the Chapel and is made 
of polished gray San Vicente marble and immaculately  nished in 24 
karat gold plate.  The outside has rich baroque ornamentation, featur-
ing different scenes of the life of Christ and statuettes of the Four Evan-
gelists.  The door frame is adorned with graceful cloisonné  re enamel 
 ligree design.  The interior is richly ornamented with high-gloss 24 
karat gold-plate  nish.  

The entrance closest to the Memorial Gardens leads to the 
EPIPHANY GIFT SHOP.  In this entry way, is listed the names of 
those who have gone before us and whose cremains are interred in 
the Memorial Garden. THE MEMORIAL GARDENS are located to 
the right of the Gift Shop entry to the Church (northeast corner).  The 
Garden was established in 1990 for use as sacred ground by members 
of Epiphany Cathedral Parish (and immediate family) who desire to 
have cremains interred near the Cathedral.  The Garden is an area for 
devotion and meditation.

THE HOLY OILS are displayed in the left anteroom between the 
Church and the Chapel, near the daily sacristy.  The Holy Oils are 
blessed each year by the bishop at the Chrism Mass during Holy 
Week.  The three Holy Oils from left to right are the Oil of the Sick 

(OI), the Sacred Chrism (SC), and the Oil of the 
Catechumens (OS). 
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The Epiphany church building was built in 1980 to replace a smaller 
edi ce, which is now the parish center.  At that time, Epiphany Church 
was a church of the Diocese of St. Petersburg.  In 1984, Pope John 
Paul II created the Diocese of Venice and named Bishop John J. Nevins 
as the founding bishop.  Epiphany Church was selected as the new 
Cathedral building primarily because of the size of the building and its 
geographical location in the diocese.  

The church is fan shaped.  The main sanctuary of the Church seats 
approximately 1,300 people and an additional 300 people can be 
seated in the Chapel.  A 14 foot movable wall separates the main 
sanctuary from the chapel.

THE NARTHEX of the Cathedral includes the coat of arms of the 
Diocese of Venice and the portrait of the second bishop, Bishop Frank 
J. Dewane, who became the Ordinary of the diocese on January 19, 
2007.  Triple double-doors serve as the main entry into the Church 
proper.   The ushers’ room, the front sacristy, and bishop’s vesting 
room have entry from the narthex.

The decorative cross above the exterior narthex doors was a gift to 
the Diocese of Venice from the hierarchy of the Archdiocese of Mexico 
City in recognition for the contributions the Diocese of Venice has 
made in ministering to the Hispanic population in the diocese.  The 
cross was presented during the Millenium Celebration in 2000.

THE MAIN ALTAR of the Cathedral consists of St. Vincent (San 
Vicente) gray marble from southern Spain.  As is the tradition, at the 
dedication of the church, relics of the saints were entombed in the 
altar.  These relics are of St. James, St. Vincent de Paul, the American 
Saints, and the Martyrs of Uganda.  Included with the relics is a letter 
attesting to the authenticity of the relics, signed by 
Bishop Thomas Larkin, the dedicating prelate, and 
Fr. Esteban G. Soy, the pastor of Epiphany at the 
time.  The front of the altar has the scene of Christ 

breaking bread with the disciples at Emmaus sculptured in low relief.
THE INTERIOR MOSAIC above the main altar is the most 

recognized symbol of Epiphany Cathedral.  This terra cotta mosaic 
is stylized and pastel-shaded to match the tone of the theme, that is 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD, or the coming of the Learned Ones 
from the East.  This mosaic was done by the Spanish artist Raventos, 
who also created the carved Stations of the Cross in mahogany and the 
symbolic representations of the four Evangelists to the right and left 
of the main altar.  In the center of the “Epiphany” mosaic are the 
Virgin and Child with immediately to the left, St. Joseph.  In the 
upper left is an angel who represents the angelic hosts that appeared 
on the night of the Nativity, and below the angel, a group of shepherds.  
On the right-bottom we see the Three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthazar, who are an integral part of the Visitation of the Three 
Wise Kings.

THE MOSAICS OF THE FOUR GOSPEL WRITERS were added 
to the church at the time it was made a cathedral.  To the right of 
the altar are St. Luke and St. John.  Luke is symbolized by an ox, an 
animal of sacri ce, for Luke’s Gospel emphasized the atonement won 
by Jesus’ suffering and death.   John is likened to a  ying eagle,  ying 
higher than all birds.  John knew with loftily soaring mind and clearest 
sight the eternal power of Christ’s divinity and caused us to know this 
through his writings.

St. Matthew and St. Mark are depicted to the right of the altar.  
Matthew is symbolized by a  gure of a winged man.  His Gospel opens 
with the genealogy of Jesus, and his humanity is stressed by the writ-
er. Thus Matthew is represented by the man.  St. Mark is pictured as a lion 

with wings because his Gospel emphasizes the royal dignity of 
Christ, the secret known only to those with faith that Jesus 
was the Messiah.  The lion was also an ancient symbol of 
the victory of Christ, as evidenced in Revelation 5:5.

Architectural Notes 
about the Church

wi
C

Creation of 
Adam and Eve 

“God created man in His image: in the image 
of God He created him; male and female 
He created them” (Gen. 1:27). The Tree 
of Good and Evil stands in the center of 

this window in which an egg-shaped object 
contains Adam and Eve, who are seated. In 
the shade of the tree appears Paradise with 
a white road leading up to God. Then, the 

expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise for 
eating the forbidden fruit is depicted by an 

angel with the  ery sword. 

The Story of Abraham 
The prophet Abraham, who has been called 
“Our Father in the Faith, was put to a test of 
faith by God who instructed him to sacri ce 

his only son Isaac. After he prepared a 
holocaust and was about to slay his son, an 

angel of the Lord called from heaven, 
“Abraham, Abraham!. . . Do not lay a hand 

on the boy. . . Do not do the least thing 
to him. I know now how devoted you 

are to God, since you did not withhold from 
me your own beloved son.” (Gen. 22: 11-13). 
Abraham then saw a ram caught by its horns 

in the bush and offered it as a sacri ce instead 
of his son. The sacri ced ram symbolizes 

Christ, the Lamb of God. 

The Figure of 
the Prophet Moses 

Besides Abraham, Moses stands as a 
commanding prophet in the Old Testament. 

The  gure of Moses dominates the scene. 
He holds the Tablets of the Law which make 
known the Will of God to us.  A shining light 

descends onto the window, symbolizing 
the Spirit of God communicating with 

His chosen people. The face represents 
the face of all humankind.

S ry of Abraham 
been called 

f
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Virgin and Child: 
The Nativity 

Mary, the Mother of God, holds the 
Infant Jesus on her lap. In the midst of a 

branch of stars, the Star of the Nativity shines 
most brightly while a broad halo envelops 
Mary who is garbed in a royal blue mantle. 
The Baby Jesus is supported on the knees 

of his mother and with his right hand Jesus 
imparts a benediction; with his left hand 

he supports the Star of Hope. 

The Epiphany 
The Three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior 

and Balthazar, were guided to Bethlehem 
by a great star from the East. The star came 
to rest over the Infant Jesus and his mother 

Mary. Upon seeing this, the three Magi, 
represented by three royal crowns, rejoiced 

and knelt, worshiping him as King of 
all  humankind and offering him gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

The Annunciation 
The Angel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin 
Mary in the city of Nazareth and said, “Do 

not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. You will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High.” (Luke 1: 30-32) Being 
reminded by the Angel Gabriel that nothing 

is impossible with God, Mary cast aside 
initial questions as to how this could 

happen, since she had not been with a man. 
She joyfully declared, “Behold I am the 

handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your Word.” (Luke 1: 38) 

Sacrament of the Sick 
The Sacrament of the Sick reminds us that there is always 
hope for healing of the sinner. The Cross is the symbol of 
hope and through it there is always hope for redemption. 
Here, the Cross is converted into the Anchor of Salvation 

to which we hold fast in the hope of reaching a secure 
port after the journey across the sea of life. A branch 

of olives symbolizes the oil for anointing, which brings 
divine healing of true peace and freedom.

The Sacrament of Holy Orders
The stained glass window in the back of the Chapel symbolizes the three degrees of the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders in which a bishop confers the sacrament on priests, deacons 
and other bishops.  The ordination normally takes place in the bishop’s Cathedral, and 

this window was created after the Epiphany Parish Church became the Cathedral for the 
newly established Diocese of Venice in 1984.  Depicted are a Bishop, seated as a symbol 

of his teaching authority, wearing a mitre and holding a crosier; a prayerful priest 
who receives a chalice and paten as part of his ordination rite, and a deacon at the ambo 

proclaiming the Gospel form the Book of the Gospels presented to him during his 
ordination.  Throughout the panels are several Eucharistic symbols – sheaves of wheat 
and a cluster of grapes hovering over the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove and tongues 

of  re, and the transformation of bread and wine in the Body and Blood of Christ.

Chapel Door Windows
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Reconciliation (Penance) 
The Sacrament of Penance offers the 

sufferings of Christ as atonement for our 
sins. The lifeless body of Jesus on the Cross 

and the  ve open wounds illustrate the 
sacri ce he made for the salvation of the 

world. The tree of the Cross is the fountain 
of Grace, Hope and Pardon. Below it, 

between two rivers of Sanctifying Blood, 
is the hand of the ministering priest who 

bestows absolution. Shown also are the keys 
given Peter as God said: “I will give you the 
keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever 

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16: 19) 

Confirmation 
The Holy Spirit appears in the form of 
a white dove, infusing a new grace into 

the soul of the con rmed Christian. 
The presence of the cross suggests the 
anointing of the person with the Holy 

Chrism. A triangle appears below the cross 
as a symbol of the Holy Trinity and the 
power of the Sacrament. A mitre and 

crosier represent the bishop who normally 
administers the Sacrament. 

Matrimony 
“God created man in His image, in the

 divine image of God he created him: Male 
and female he created them. God blessed 
them, saying, “Be fertile and multiply;  ll 
the earth and subdue it.” (Genesis 
1; 27-28) Thus, the Sacrament of 
Matrimony was instituted by God 

himself in Paradise in creating a formal, 
permanent union between a man and 

a woman. Symbolic of this union in 
this adaptation are the interlocked 

wedding rings surrounding two golden 
crowns. A knot and yoke bespeak the 
holy and virtuous nature of the union. 

The Good Shepherd 
and The Mission 
of the Church 

The Pharisees and the Scribes murmured 
among themselves about Jesus, saying, 

“This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.”  Then Jesus addressed this parable 

to them: “What man among you having 
a hundred sheep and losing one of them 
would not leave the ninety in the desert 
and go after the lost one until he  nds it? 

And, when he does  nd it, he sets it on his 
shoulders with great joy.” (Luke 15: 3-5) The 
pastoral, loving image of the Good Shepherd 
has come to symbolize the Mission of Christ 
for the Church – to reach out to all people.  

Christ and Mary 
The artist offers in this scene the work 
of Redemption as carried out by Christ,

 and the share that his mother, Mary, had 
borne in it through the birth, life and 

death of Jesus. Anticipating the Nativity 
and indicating the willingness of Mary 

to cooperate fully with God from the very 
 rst moment is a modern delineation of the 
Immaculate Conception, with the woman 

crushing the head of the serpent. 

Evangelization 
Crowds from many areas grew as word 

spread of what Jesus was doing.  He and 
his disciples withdrew to the sea, followed 

by a throng of people. “He told his disciples 
to have a boat ready for him because of the 
crowd, so that they would not crush him. 
He had cured many and, as a result, those 

who had diseases were pressing 
upon him to touch him. And whenever 

unclean spirits saw him they would fall down 
before him and shout, ‘You are the Son of 

God’.  He warned them sternly not to make 
him known.” (Mark 3: 7-12) In the mind of 
the artist, the boat becomes a throne from 
which the saving Word of God pours out 

upon the people. 
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The Descent of 
the Holy Spirit 

“When the time for Pentecost was ful lled, 
they were all in one place together. And 

suddenly there came from the sky a noise 
like a strong driving wind, and it  lled the 

entire house in which they were. Then 
there appeared to them tongues as of  re, 
which parted and came to rest on each one 

of them. And they were all  lled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in different 

tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 
proclaim.” (Acts 2: 1-4). A plethora of 
reddish orange tongues of  re bursts 

across the panel in the artist’s 
conception of Pentecost.

Ecumenism 
God said to Peter: “You are Peter, and 

upon this rock I shall build My Church”.
(Matthew 16: 18) In this artistic conception, 

the universality of the church embracing 
all people and races is symbolized in the 
ancient emblem of a ship that survives 
storm tossed seas.  All who seek refuge 
from the trials and tribulations facing 

them on the road to salvation are shielded 
from danger by faith.   Fishing nets 

symbolize that the Apostles reach out to 
bring all of us to Christ.

The Resurrection 
On the third day following his cruci xion, 
Jesus rose, triumphant over death. Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James went to the tomb and found only the 

burial wrappings. They hurried to tell the 
apostles. “. . . Peter got up and ran to the 

tomb, bent down and saw the burial cloths 
alone; then he went home amazed at what 
had happened.” (Luke 24: 11-12). The  ve 
wounds of Christ are depicted in red glass. 
had happened.  (Luke 24: 11 1
wounds of Christ are depicted 

The windows in the Chapel portray the seven Sacraments of the church: Baptism, the Eucharist, Penance, 
Con rmation, Matrimony, Sacrament of the Sick and Sacrament of Holy Orders. 

Baptism 
John the Baptist baptized the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem in the river Jordan. He told them, 
“One mightier than I is coming after me, 
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and loose. I have baptized 
you with water, but he will baptize you in 
the Holy Spirit.” (St. Mark 1: 7-8). In this 
window, the Holy Spirit descends as a white 
dove to  ll us as we enter into a full and 
enduring af liation with God. Sacramental 
symbols for oil, hearts and peace appear 
on both sides of shining water. Three 
steps lead into the water, along with three 
steps leading up from the water, to signify 
our Baptism in the death and new life of 
Christ.  Prominent is the ancient Greek 
word ICTHUS (Iota, Chi, Theta, Upsilon, 
Sigma), which means: JESUS CHRIST, 
SON OF GOD, SAVIOR. 

Eucharist 
The Eucharist as a Sacrament is represented 

by the bread and wine. The radial crown 
of wheat in the upper portion recalls the 

liturgical phrasing, “Fruit of the earth and 
work of human hands, it shall become 

for us the bread of life.” Under the fan of 
wheat, the wine is shown. The Apostles

 are represented by loaves of bread; one 
is broken and dark, symbolizing Judas. 

Above the bread and wine, Jesus Christ is 
symbolized by a small golden circle 

with a halo of white rays. 

The Chapel Windows

EpiphanyCathedralWindowsv3.indd   Spread 6 of 6 - Pages(6, 7) 4/4/11   12:47:02 PM
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the Holy Spirit 

“When the time for Pentecost was ful lled, 
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suddenly there came from the sky a noise 
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Reconciliation (Penance) 
The Sacrament of Penance offers the 

sufferings of Christ as atonement for our 
sins. The lifeless body of Jesus on the Cross 

and the  ve open wounds illustrate the 
sacri ce he made for the salvation of the 

world. The tree of the Cross is the fountain 
of Grace, Hope and Pardon. Below it, 

between two rivers of Sanctifying Blood, 
is the hand of the ministering priest who 

bestows absolution. Shown also are the keys 
given Peter as God said: “I will give you the 
keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever 

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16: 19) 

Confirmation 
The Holy Spirit appears in the form of 
a white dove, infusing a new grace into 

the soul of the con rmed Christian. 
The presence of the cross suggests the 
anointing of the person with the Holy 

Chrism. A triangle appears below the cross 
as a symbol of the Holy Trinity and the 
power of the Sacrament. A mitre and 

crosier represent the bishop who normally 
administers the Sacrament. 

Matrimony 
“God created man in His image, in the

 divine image of God he created him: Male 
and female he created them. God blessed 
them, saying, “Be fertile and multiply;  ll 
the earth and subdue it.” (Genesis 
1; 27-28) Thus, the Sacrament of 
Matrimony was instituted by God 

himself in Paradise in creating a formal, 
permanent union between a man and 

a woman. Symbolic of this union in 
this adaptation are the interlocked 

wedding rings surrounding two golden 
crowns. A knot and yoke bespeak the 
holy and virtuous nature of the union. 

The Good Shepherd 
and The Mission 
of the Church 

The Pharisees and the Scribes murmured 
among themselves about Jesus, saying, 

“This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.”  Then Jesus addressed this parable 

to them: “What man among you having 
a hundred sheep and losing one of them 
would not leave the ninety in the desert 
and go after the lost one until he  nds it? 

And, when he does  nd it, he sets it on his 
shoulders with great joy.” (Luke 15: 3-5) The 
pastoral, loving image of the Good Shepherd 
has come to symbolize the Mission of Christ 
for the Church – to reach out to all people.  

Christ and Mary 
The artist offers in this scene the work 
of Redemption as carried out by Christ,

 and the share that his mother, Mary, had 
borne in it through the birth, life and 

death of Jesus. Anticipating the Nativity 
and indicating the willingness of Mary 

to cooperate fully with God from the very 
 rst moment is a modern delineation of the 
Immaculate Conception, with the woman 

crushing the head of the serpent. 

Evangelization 
Crowds from many areas grew as word 

spread of what Jesus was doing.  He and 
his disciples withdrew to the sea, followed 

by a throng of people. “He told his disciples 
to have a boat ready for him because of the 
crowd, so that they would not crush him. 
He had cured many and, as a result, those 

who had diseases were pressing 
upon him to touch him. And whenever 

unclean spirits saw him they would fall down 
before him and shout, ‘You are the Son of 

God’.  He warned them sternly not to make 
him known.” (Mark 3: 7-12) In the mind of 
the artist, the boat becomes a throne from 
which the saving Word of God pours out 

upon the people. 
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The Annunciation 
The Angel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin 
Mary in the city of Nazareth and said, “Do 

not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. You will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High.” (Luke 1: 30-32) Being 
reminded by the Angel Gabriel that nothing 

is impossible with God, Mary cast aside 
initial questions as to how this could 

happen, since she had not been with a man. 
She joyfully declared, “Behold I am the 

handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your Word.” (Luke 1: 38) 

Sacrament of the Sick 
The Sacrament of the Sick reminds us that there is always 
hope for healing of the sinner. The Cross is the symbol of 
hope and through it there is always hope for redemption. 
Here, the Cross is converted into the Anchor of Salvation 

to which we hold fast in the hope of reaching a secure 
port after the journey across the sea of life. A branch 

of olives symbolizes the oil for anointing, which brings 
divine healing of true peace and freedom.

The Sacrament of Holy Orders
The stained glass window in the back of the Chapel symbolizes the three degrees of the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders in which a bishop confers the sacrament on priests, deacons 
and other bishops.  The ordination normally takes place in the bishop’s Cathedral, and 

this window was created after the Epiphany Parish Church became the Cathedral for the 
newly established Diocese of Venice in 1984.  Depicted are a Bishop, seated as a symbol 

of his teaching authority, wearing a mitre and holding a crosier; a prayerful priest 
who receives a chalice and paten as part of his ordination rite, and a deacon at the ambo 

proclaiming the Gospel form the Book of the Gospels presented to him during his 
ordination.  Throughout the panels are several Eucharistic symbols – sheaves of wheat 
and a cluster of grapes hovering over the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove and tongues 

of  re, and the transformation of bread and wine in the Body and Blood of Christ.

Chapel Door Windows
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The Epiphany church building was built in 1980 to replace a smaller 
edi ce, which is now the parish center.  At that time, Epiphany Church 
was a church of the Diocese of St. Petersburg.  In 1984, Pope John 
Paul II created the Diocese of Venice and named Bishop John J. Nevins 
as the founding bishop.  Epiphany Church was selected as the new 
Cathedral building primarily because of the size of the building and its 
geographical location in the diocese.  

The church is fan shaped.  The main sanctuary of the Church seats 
approximately 1,300 people and an additional 300 people can be 
seated in the Chapel.  A 14 foot movable wall separates the main 
sanctuary from the chapel.

THE NARTHEX of the Cathedral includes the coat of arms of the 
Diocese of Venice and the portrait of the second bishop, Bishop Frank 
J. Dewane, who became the Ordinary of the diocese on January 19, 
2007.  Triple double-doors serve as the main entry into the Church 
proper.   The ushers’ room, the front sacristy, and bishop’s vesting 
room have entry from the narthex.

The decorative cross above the exterior narthex doors was a gift to 
the Diocese of Venice from the hierarchy of the Archdiocese of Mexico 
City in recognition for the contributions the Diocese of Venice has 
made in ministering to the Hispanic population in the diocese.  The 
cross was presented during the Millenium Celebration in 2000.

THE MAIN ALTAR of the Cathedral consists of St. Vincent (San 
Vicente) gray marble from southern Spain.  As is the tradition, at the 
dedication of the church, relics of the saints were entombed in the 
altar.  These relics are of St. James, St. Vincent de Paul, the American 
Saints, and the Martyrs of Uganda.  Included with the relics is a letter 
attesting to the authenticity of the relics, signed by 
Bishop Thomas Larkin, the dedicating prelate, and 
Fr. Esteban G. Soy, the pastor of Epiphany at the 
time.  The front of the altar has the scene of Christ 

breaking bread with the disciples at Emmaus sculptured in low relief.
THE INTERIOR MOSAIC above the main altar is the most 

recognized symbol of Epiphany Cathedral.  This terra cotta mosaic 
is stylized and pastel-shaded to match the tone of the theme, that is 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD, or the coming of the Learned Ones 
from the East.  This mosaic was done by the Spanish artist Raventos, 
who also created the carved Stations of the Cross in mahogany and the 
symbolic representations of the four Evangelists to the right and left 
of the main altar.  In the center of the “Epiphany” mosaic are the 
Virgin and Child with immediately to the left, St. Joseph.  In the 
upper left is an angel who represents the angelic hosts that appeared 
on the night of the Nativity, and below the angel, a group of shepherds.  
On the right-bottom we see the Three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthazar, who are an integral part of the Visitation of the Three 
Wise Kings.

THE MOSAICS OF THE FOUR GOSPEL WRITERS were added 
to the church at the time it was made a cathedral.  To the right of 
the altar are St. Luke and St. John.  Luke is symbolized by an ox, an 
animal of sacri ce, for Luke’s Gospel emphasized the atonement won 
by Jesus’ suffering and death.   John is likened to a  ying eagle,  ying 
higher than all birds.  John knew with loftily soaring mind and clearest 
sight the eternal power of Christ’s divinity and caused us to know this 
through his writings.

St. Matthew and St. Mark are depicted to the right of the altar.  
Matthew is symbolized by a  gure of a winged man.  His Gospel opens 
with the genealogy of Jesus, and his humanity is stressed by the writ-
er. Thus Matthew is represented by the man.  St. Mark is pictured as a lion 

with wings because his Gospel emphasizes the royal dignity of 
Christ, the secret known only to those with faith that Jesus 
was the Messiah.  The lion was also an ancient symbol of 
the victory of Christ, as evidenced in Revelation 5:5.

Architectural Notes 
about the Church

wi
C

Creation of 
Adam and Eve 

“God created man in His image: in the image 
of God He created him; male and female 
He created them” (Gen. 1:27). The Tree 
of Good and Evil stands in the center of 

this window in which an egg-shaped object 
contains Adam and Eve, who are seated. In 
the shade of the tree appears Paradise with 
a white road leading up to God. Then, the 

expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise for 
eating the forbidden fruit is depicted by an 

angel with the  ery sword. 

The Story of Abraham 
The prophet Abraham, who has been called 
“Our Father in the Faith, was put to a test of 
faith by God who instructed him to sacri ce 

his only son Isaac. After he prepared a 
holocaust and was about to slay his son, an 

angel of the Lord called from heaven, 
“Abraham, Abraham!. . . Do not lay a hand 

on the boy. . . Do not do the least thing 
to him. I know now how devoted you 

are to God, since you did not withhold from 
me your own beloved son.” (Gen. 22: 11-13). 
Abraham then saw a ram caught by its horns 

in the bush and offered it as a sacri ce instead 
of his son. The sacri ced ram symbolizes 

Christ, the Lamb of God. 

The Figure of 
the Prophet Moses 

Besides Abraham, Moses stands as a 
commanding prophet in the Old Testament. 

The  gure of Moses dominates the scene. 
He holds the Tablets of the Law which make 
known the Will of God to us.  A shining light 

descends onto the window, symbolizing 
the Spirit of God communicating with 

His chosen people. The face represents 
the face of all humankind.

S ry of Abraham 
been called 

f
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Creation of Sun 
and Stars 
“In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth . . . 
Then God said, ‘Let there be 
light,’ and there was light. God 
saw how good the light was.” 
(Gen. 1: 1-3) 

Creation of the Sun, 
Moon, and Earth 

God creates the days, the nights, 
the seasons and the years. 

The cross in the center of this 
window extends to embrace the 

universe. Above the cross is 
the eye of the Creator; below, 

to the left, is the sun to brighten 
the day and represents Christ 

as the “the Light of the World”; 
to the right, is the moon to 

brighten the night and to mark 
the seasons. The division of the 

waters is also shown. 

Father Domingo Iturgaiz, O.P., a Dominican priest from Spain and a much accomplished artisan, designed and created the stained 
glass windows throughout the church.  Each lump of colored glass was shaped into dimensional pieces and later each piece was 
 tted into a proper place in order to  x in solid stylized form the original artistic concepts projected to tell in religious art the 

story of creation and redemption.  The faceted glass is bound piece to piece with epoxy resins.  

The Windows of Epiphany

The patron of the Diocese of Venice is St. Mark. The co-patron is Our 
Lady of Mercy.  When Bishop Nevins was installed as the  rst bishop of 
the diocese, the Cardinal Patriarch Archbishop of the Archdiocese of 
Venice in Italy sent relics of St. Mark to the new Diocese of Venice as a 
symbol of the close ties that the two dioceses share.  The Cathedral in 
Venice, Italy, is the Cathedral of St. Mark.  These relics of St. Mark are 
displayed in a special reliquary to the left of the altar on the wall, above 
the large carved symbol of St. Mark, the Evangelist, the winged lion.  
The lion’s head is also carved in the reliquary.

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS were carved out of mahogany 
by the Spanish artist Raventos.  The Stations of the Cross were recently 
refurbished by the local artist Sister Maureen Michael Byrne, SSND, 
at the time the Cathedral was renovated in 2001.  At this time, the 
Stations were cleaned and sealed.  

THE CATHEDRA (from the Greek kathedra meaning seat) is the seat 
or throne of the diocesan bishop.  This seat symbolizes the teaching 
authority of the bishop.  The word cathedral is derived from this same 
Greek word, for the cathedral is the building that houses the seat of the 
diocese.  Frequently, the bishop’s crosier is displayed near the cathedra.  

THE ORGAN at Epiphany Cathedral is a 36-rank Klug and 
Schumacher Pipe Organ.  In addition to the Pipe Organ, the musical 
programs are enhanced by a Yamaha Semi-Concert Grand Piano with 
Midi.

THE CHOIR ROOM can easily be accessed through the 
antechamber between the church and the chapel, on the organ side of 
the church.  The pipes for the pipe organ, serviced by a second  oor 
catwalk, are located to the left and right of the mural for the most 
ef cient acoustics.  

New radial pews were installed in the Cathedral when the Church 
was renovated in 2001.   THE CRY ROOM is an 
area set aside for families with small children.  

THE DAILY SACRISTY is located between the church and the 
church’s chapel.  The vestments, altar linens, candles, sacred vessels, 
and other accoutrements for the celebration of sacred liturgies are kept 
in the sacristy.  The inner sacristy is used for storage and to cleanse and 
purify the sacred vessels.

THE CHAPEL is the area where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved.  
The Confessionals are located along the back wall of the Chapel.  These 
rooms are designed in such a way to provide for face-to-face or tradi-
tional screen Reconciliation.  

THE TABERNACLE PILASTER resides in the Chapel and is made 
of polished gray San Vicente marble and immaculately  nished in 24 
karat gold plate.  The outside has rich baroque ornamentation, featur-
ing different scenes of the life of Christ and statuettes of the Four Evan-
gelists.  The door frame is adorned with graceful cloisonné  re enamel 
 ligree design.  The interior is richly ornamented with high-gloss 24 
karat gold-plate  nish.  

The entrance closest to the Memorial Gardens leads to the 
EPIPHANY GIFT SHOP.  In this entry way, is listed the names of 
those who have gone before us and whose cremains are interred in 
the Memorial Garden. THE MEMORIAL GARDENS are located to 
the right of the Gift Shop entry to the Church (northeast corner).  The 
Garden was established in 1990 for use as sacred ground by members 
of Epiphany Cathedral Parish (and immediate family) who desire to 
have cremains interred near the Cathedral.  The Garden is an area for 
devotion and meditation.

THE HOLY OILS are displayed in the left anteroom between the 
Church and the Chapel, near the daily sacristy.  The Holy Oils are 
blessed each year by the bishop at the Chrism Mass during Holy 
Week.  The three Holy Oils from left to right are the Oil of the Sick 

(OI), the Sacred Chrism (SC), and the Oil of the 
Catechumens (OS). 
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